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1 Corinthians 11-17-34  

 
1. Introduction  

 
a. Our great nation is represented with several great symbols  

i. Our Flag (Stars and Stripes)  
ii. The Bald Eagle (our national bird)  

iii. The Washington Monument  
iv. The Lincoln Memorial  

v. The White house  
vi. The Capital building  

vii. The Liberty bell  
viii. The Statue of Liberty (a gift from France)  

ix. Saying the pledge of allegiance  
x. Singing the star-spangled banner (the national anthem of the USA).  

xi. There are many other symbols…  
 

xii. All these symbols point us to something greater.  They point us to the ideals 
of America, liberty and justice for all. A nation governed by the people and 
for the people. America is more than a nation it is a series of ideas, great 

ideas, and these symbols help us remember these ideas.   
 

xiii. Symbols are important because they remind us of greater realities.   
 

b. God has given us two and only two symbols to help us remember the realities of 
the gospel.  The two symbols are baptism and the Lord’s supper.   

 
c. This brings us to 1 Cor. 11:17-34, which is the longest sustained teaching on the 

Lord’s supper in the Bible. 
 

d. Since Jesus Christ gave his church two and only two symbols to commemorate the 
gospel we must work hard to understand these symbols and practice them 

appropriately.   
 

e. Unfortunately, the church in Corinth did neither and Paul was livid. Why was Paul so 
upset? Because the Corinthians practice of the Lord’s supper distorted the gospel of 

Jesus Christ.   
 

f. How does Paul respond to this situation in Corinth?  By addressing three topics-   
 

i. The perversion of the Lord’s supper  

ii. The meaning of the Lord’s supper  
iii. The observance of the Lord’s supper  

 
1. The perversion of the Lord’s supper 

a. How is the Lord’s supper perverted in Corinth?  Church conflict.  
 

b. 1 Corinthians 11:17–22 (ESV) — 17 But in the following instructions I do not 
commend you, because when you come together it is not for the better but for the 
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worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that 
there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part, 19 for there must be 

factions among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be 
recognized. 20 When you come together, it is not the Lord’s supper that you eat. 

21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, 
another gets drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do 

you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I 
say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not.   

 
i. There are divisions in the church (v. 18)  

ii. There are factions in the church (v. 19)  
iii. People are taking cuts in the communion line (v. 20).  

iv. People are getting drunk at communion (v. 21)  
 

v. This church is full of divisions and strife and this is manifesting itself in their 
practice of the Lord’s supper, the one ceremony designed to show Christian 

unity and love.   
 

vi. Their actions are contradicting the very thing they are celebrating.   
 

c. Illustration  

i. Listen to this recent headline…. Bride and groom arrested after post 
wedding brawl….  The story begins, “With these cuffs I thee wed… instead 

of a honey moon the bride and the groom spent their wedding night getting 
in trouble with the police.  Strangers witnessed a fight at a Canadian bar 

after the couples wedding.  The 36-year-old bride was charged with assault 
and the groom was charged with mischief.  Their names have not been 

released.  It is unclear who started the fight or what it was about.” 
(insideaddition.com)   

 
ii. This story is tragic because the couple’s behavior contradicts the ceremony 

they just participated in.   Weddings are supposed to be a celebration of love.  
This couple’s behavior (at their wedding) was a celebration of violence.    

  
iii. This is similar too-  

 
1. Celebrating MLK Jr. day by tweeting racial slurs.   

2. Celebrating Earth day by littering in the forest.  
3. Celebrating Labor Day by working…   

 
iv. The Corinthians very behavior is a contradiction of the thing they are 

celebrating.  

 
v. Application  

1. Maybe you’re thinking…  I’m glad there is no conflict or division at GCF 
North. 

2. I’m glad too…    
3. But every time we gossip, complain, avoid certain people, or harbor 

negative feelings towards members of GCF we are on the road to 
Corinth.   
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vi. How is the Lord’s supper perverted in Corinth?  Church Conflict!  

 
d. Who specifically is perverting the lord’s supper?  The gathered church!  

 
e. 1 Corinthians 11:17–18 (ESV) — 17 But in the following instructions I do not 

commend you, because when you come together it is not for the better but for the 
worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that 

there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part, 

f. 1 Corinthians 11:20 (ESV) — 20 When you come together, it is not the Lord’s 

supper that you eat.  
 

i. Three times in verses 17-20 Paul alludes to the fact that this meal is 
celebrated when the entire church comes together. 

  
ii. In verse 18 Paul specifically says when you come together as the church 

(ekklesia).  
 

iii. Application-  This meal is meant to be celebrated when the local church 
gathers.  This rules out communion at your small group, on a backpacking 
trip with your buddies, or with your family around the dinner table.  This 

meal is meant to be shared with the ekklesia (gathered church).   
 

g. The gathered church in Corinth is perverting the Lord’s supper by fighting with each 
other at the Lord’s supper.  What is the solution?   This brings us to the next point…  

 
h. First, the perversion of the Lord’s supper….  

 

2. The meaning of the Lord’s supper  

 
a. Paul knows that right thinking leads to right living.  In other words, Orthodoxy 

leads to orthopraxy.   
 

b. In verses 23-26, Paul skillfully unpacks the meaning of the Lord’s supper to combat 
sinful behavior.   

 
c. What does the Lord’s supper mean?  It means several things…  

 
d. The Lord’s supper is a remembrance of the gospel.  

  
i. 1 Corinthians 11:23–24 (ESV) — 23 For I received from the Lord what I 

also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed 

took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is 
my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 
ii. exposition-  
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1. Jesus picked up a piece of bread and he broke it in the presence of the 
disciples.  The broken bread symbolizes the broken body of Christ on 

the cross.  
 

2. When Jesus says to us, “Do this in remembrance of me”.  He is saying, 
“eating this broken bread will help you remember that I died for you…” 

 
3. Knowing our propensity to forget the gospel, Jesus gave us a meal 

with visible, palpable, and concrete things (bread and wine) to remind 
us of the good news of the gospel.  He knows our weaknesses.  He 

knows we forget things.    
 

iii. Illustration-  
 

1. We must work hard to remember Christ’s death and the Lord’s Supper 
helps us do just that.  

 
2. We forget all kinds of things…  kid’s names, phone numbers, 

appointments, birthdays, where we placed our keys or cell phone, etc…  
 

3. We often forget the gospel when we are lost in the fog of 

condemnation and subjectivity …  
 

4. The broken bread and the wine help us remember the gospel.  
 

 
iv. The lord’s supper is a remembrance of the gospel.  

 
e. The Lord’s supper is a celebration of the new covenant  

i. 1 Corinthians 11:25 (ESV) — 25 In the same way also he took the cup, 
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

ii. Mark 14:24 (ESV) — 24 And he said to them, “This is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many.  

 
iii. Exposition- 

1. Living on this side of the cross and resurrection we are citizens of the 
new covenant?   

2. It is called the new covenant in contrast to the old covenant.  The old 
covenant was the covenant that God made with Moses and Israel on 
Mt. Sinai.    

3. Although the covenant with Moses was gracious, it was a law covenant 
and a conditional covenant.  God said to Israel, obey my 

commandments (613 laws) and you will experience the blessings of 
the covenant, disobey and you will experience the curses of the 

covenant. (Deut. 27-28)   
4. The history of Israel is one long history of disobedience which lead to 

covenant curses.  God keeps his promises…  
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5. Being a member of the new covenant is a way better deal…  

6. God promises every member of the new covenant that all his sins will 
be forgiven.  

7. God promises every member of the new covenant that he will be 
permanently indwelled by the Holy Spirit.  

8. God promises every member of the new covenant that he will right his 
laws on their hearts.  

9. God promises every member of the new covenant that he will never 
leave them or forsake them because the new covenant is 

unconditional.   
10.How can God do this?  Jesus Christ took all the covenant curses upon 

himself on the cross.  He broke his body and he shed his blood on 
behalf of Israel and all those who would trust in him.   

 
11.The Lord’s supper reminds us that we are citizens of the new 

covenant.   
 

iv. The lord’s supper is a remembrance of the gospel.  
v. The Lord’s supper is a celebration of the new covenant.  

 

f. The Lord’s supper is a proclamation of the gospel  

i. 1 Corinthians 11:26 (ESV) — 26 For as often as you eat this bread and 

drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  
 

1. What are we specifically proclaiming in the broken body and shed 
blood of Jesus?  

2. Substitutionary atonement  
3. Forgiveness of sins!  

4. The wrath of God has been assuaged!  
5. No condemnation!  

6. No fear of judgment! 
7. God loves sinners more than we can comprehend, he crushed his son 

in our place.   
8. This is an objective reality for those of you whose faith is weak 

  
ii. Application  

1. This meal is not for the worthy, it is for sinners! 
2. This meal is for those who feel beaten, bruised, and crushed by sin!  

3. This meal is for those who doubt God’s love!   
4. This is meal is for those who repent and believe 

 

iii. The Lord’s supper is a remembrance of the gospel.  
iv. The Lord’s supper is a celebration of the new covenant.  

v. The Lord’s supper is a proclamation of the gospel.  
 

g. The Lord’s supper is an eschatological feast  
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i. 1 Corinthians 11:26 (ESV) — 26 For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  

 
ii. We celebrate the lord’s supper until Christ comes to remind us that he is 

coming….  
 

iii. The Lord’s supper is a small feast that is meant to remind us of the great end 
times feast mentioned in other parts of the Bible… it is often referred to as 

the marriage supper of the lamb.   
 

iv. Revelation 19:9 (ESV) — 9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed 
are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said 

to me, “These are the true words of God.”  
 

v. This great feast is mentioned 700 years before Christ by the prophet Isaiah.  
 

vi. Isaiah 25:6–8 (ESV) — 6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for 
all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of 

marrow, of aged wine well refined. 7 And he will swallow up on this mountain 
the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all 
nations. 8 He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away 

tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all 
the earth, for the LORD has spoken.  

 
vii. Application-  

 
1. When the early church celebrated the Lord’s Supper it was meant to 

be a foretaste of the explosive eschatological joy of the new creation.  
“Celebrated” is the key word.   

 
2. When we celebrate the Lord’s supper it is meant to flood our hearts 

with joy as we look forward to the marriage supper of the lamb.   
 

3. One author writes,   

4. “The Lord’s Supper should be a celebration.  It is not a funeral, 

a time to feel sorry for Jesus who died.  Neither is it a mere 
remembrance of Jesus and his death.  Furthermore, it is not… a 

time for morbid introspection leading to feelings of remorse over 
personal sins…  Rather, the Lord’s Supper is a proleptic 

celebration of victory because Jesus, through his sacrificial 
death has defeated sin and death and will return to establish the 
kingdom of God in its fullness.”1   

 
5. This meal reminds us that someday all our woes will be over 

a. No more financial problems  

                                                           

1 Allison, 409. 
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b. No more work issues…  
c. No more fighting between spouses and kids  

d. No more need for health care 
e. No more physical pain.  

f. No more depression  
g. No more pain, hunger, disease, political oppression, rape, child 

abuse, aids, and war. 
h. No more fighting with the flesh to read the Bible and pray.   

i. No more temptations     
j. This day is coming and whenever we eat this meal we are given 

a small taste of heaven.   
 

viii. The Lord’s supper is a remembrance of the gospel.  
ix. The Lord’s supper is a celebration of the new covenant.  

x. The Lord’s supper is a proclamation of the gospel.  
xi. The Lord’s supper is an eschatological feast  

 
 

h. If I had more time I would back up to chapter 10 and talk about…  
 

i. The Lord’s supper is a participation in Christ. (1 Cor. 10:16)  

ii. The Lord’s supper is a picture of Christian unity.  (1 Cor. 10:17)   
 

i. Summary…  
 

i. The Corinthians are perverting the Lord’s supper with their fighting and 
bickering…  

 
ii. Paul’s solution is to get them to understand the meaning of the supper.   

 
iii. How can they fight when they hold in their hands the bread and wine, 

symbols of the extravagant love of the savior?   
  

iv. Maybe you are wondering?  But how should we observe this feast?  This 
brings us to the last point…   

 
j. The perversion of the Lord’s supper.  

k. The meaning of the Lord’s supper.  
 

3. The observance of the Lord’s supper  
a. How should we observe the Lord’s supper?  In a worthy manner!  

b. 1 Corinthians 11:27–28 (ESV) — 27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or 

drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body 
and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the 

bread and drink of the cup.  
 

i. Paul implies that it is possible to participate in the Lord’s supper in an 
unworthy manner.  What does he mean?   
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ii. The context clues us in.  In verses 17-22 it is apparent that the Corinthian 

Christians can’t stop fighting with each other.  

iii. Therefore, participating in the Lord’s supper in an unworthy manner means 

participating in the lord’s supper while remaining unreconciled to members of 
his church.  

 
iv. Do you see why this is so bad?  When one participates in the lord’s supper 

while remaining unreconciled to a brother or sister in Christ, they are saying 
that the thing they are celebrating (the gospel) does not have the power to 

help them in their inner personal relationships.   
 

v. We learn in verses 29-34 that this is serious business…  
 

c. 1 Corinthians 11:29–34 (ESV) — 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without 
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of 

you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we 
would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so 

that we may not be condemned along with the world. 33 So then, my brothers, 
when you come together to eat, wait for one another— 34 if anyone is hungry, let 
him eat at home—so that when you come together it will not be for judgment. 

About the other things I will give directions when I come.  
 

i. Paul argues that if you partake of communion in an unworthy manner, that is 
without being reconciled to members of your own church, you will face God’s 

discipline. 
ii. Verse 30 is sobering…  some are weak, ill, or have died as a result of God’s 

discipline…     
iii. Again, why is this so serious?  The lord’s supper is a picture of the other 

centered, self-giving, pride killing, sacrificial love of Jesus…   Jesus death on 
the cross was the ultimate act of non-selfishness, the Corinthians were acting 

very selfish as they celebrated Christ’s unselfishness….  
 

 
d. Illustration-   

i. John Calvin of the 16th century took these warnings very seriously!  
  

ii. Listen to this account-  “One of the most persistent thorns in Calvin's side 
were the Libertines in Geneva. The Libertines boasted in their license. For 

them the "communion of saints" meant the common possession of goods, 
houses, bodies, and wives. So they practiced adultery, polygamy, and 
indulged in sexual promiscuity in the name of Christian freedom. And at the 

same time they claimed the right to sit at the Lord's Table. (Even though 
Calvin and the elders banned them from this privilege) The crisis of the 

communion came to a head on a Sunday in 1553…  
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iii. Calvin preached, prayed, and descended from the pulpit to take his place 
beside the elements at the communion table….  Then suddenly the libertines 

rushed the table with swords on their belts . . . .  
 

iv. Calvin flung his arms around the sacramental vessels as if to protect them 
from sacrilege, while his voice rang through the building: "These hands you 

may crush, these arms you may lop off, my life you may take, my blood is 
yours, you may shed it; but you shall never force me to give holy things to 

the profaned, and dishonor the table of my God."  
 

 
v. "After this," says, Beza, Calvin's first biographer, "the sacred ordinance was 

celebrated with a profound silence, and under solemn awe in all present, as if 
the Deity Himself had been visible among them" (see note 40). 

(reformationart.com) 
 

1. PICTURE on SCREEN 
 

vi. Calvin took very seriously the notion that we must partake of the Lord’s 
supper in a worthy manner. He was willing to die for this conviction.    
 

e. Application:  
 

i. Is there anyone at GCF that you are unreconciled with?  A spouse, a leader, a 
child, someone in your small group?  If so, you need to get reconciled to 

them before you participate in the Lord’s supper.   
 

ii. Here is the good news…  You don’t have to be perfect to come to this meal 
but you must be a Christian.  That is, you need to be someone who is 

trusting God to forgive you through the merits of Jesus Christ.  
 

iii. Why do you need to be a Christian?  If you are not a Christian how can you 
remember the gospel (v. 24), celebrate the new covenant (v. 25), proclaim 

the gospel (v. 26), partake of the lord’s supper in a worthy manner (v.27), 
examine yourself (v. 28), and discern the body (v. 29)?     

 
iv. This is why we “Fence the Table” every month.  In other words, we remind 

people that this meal is only for those who are Christians and have expressed 
their faith in Christ through water baptism.   

 
4. Conclusion 

a. This morning we looked at three things…  

i. The perversion of the Lord’s supper  
ii. The meaning of the Lord’s supper  

iii. The observance of the Lord’s supper  
 

b. This is serious business?  Why is it so serious?  Because Jesus Christ only gave us 
to symbols to commemorate the gospel; baptism and the Lord’s supper.  
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c. We want to get these right, not for the sake of being right, but for the sake of 
honoring God and increasing our joy in the gospel.  

 
d. Lets pray…    

 
e. It is only fitting that we pause now to celebrate the lord’s supper…   

 

 


