
1 Corinthians 14-26-40 

Decently and in order…  

 

Introduction:   

 

 What should Christians do when they gather for corporate worship?    

 

 At a Quaker worship service everyone sits in silence as they wait for the spirit to prompt someone to say 

something.   Sometimes, an entire service will pass in absolute silence because no one is moved to do anything.  

 

 I went to a church once that did not believe in using musical instruments in worship.  When it was time 

to sing, the song leader stood up and blew into a pitch pipe and then everyone sang acappella.  

 

At a Pentecostal worship service, you may hear some speak in tongues and prophecy.  

   

 At a Presbyterian or Anglican worship service, you may sit through a a call to worship, a confession of 

sin, an assurance of pardon, a confession of faith, and a lot of other things.   

 

 My brother went to a church service where the whole congregation marched across a large map of 

America spread across the sanctuary floor.   

 

 I went to a church once where the sermon was based on the movie, “It’s a wonderful life.”  Throughout 

the worship service we paused to watch scenes from the movie.    

 

 Some worship services have choirs…  

 Some worship services do skits….   

 Some worship services do spirit painting…   

Some worship services have communion every week…   

 

 What should characterize the church of Jesus Christ when she gathers for corporate worship?  This 

brings us to 1 Cor. 14:26-40 and the topic of corporate worship.  

 

 Let me remind us of the context…   

 

 The Corinthians are obsessed with the gift of tongues.  Paul addresses this issue in chapters 12-14.   In 

chapters 12-13 he lays a foundation for spiritual gifts and then in chapter 14 he deals specifically with the gifts 

of prophecy and tongues.   The Corinthian’s zeal for tongues led to disorderly worship in Corinth.  This forces 

Paul to talk about corporate worship.   

 

 What should characterize corporate worship?   Have you ever asked this question?  You should!   How 

we worship God matters to God.  We must worship God on his terms not our terms.   

 

 What should characterize corporate worship?    

 

According to 1 Cor. 14:26-40 at least three things…  

 

 Worship must be edifying  

 Worship must be orderly  

 Worship must be regulated  

 

First, worship be edifying! 



 

 Corporate worship must edify!   

  1 Corinthians 14:26 (ESV) — 26 What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a 

hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up.  

 

 Paul mentions four things that happen in corporate worship; a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, and 

an interpretation.  According to other texts of scripture, corporate worship also includes prayer, preaching, 

reading of scripture, and the lord’s supper.  Paul’s created an ad hoc list to illustrate his point.  What is his 

point?   

 

 No matter what happens in corporate worship it must be done for the building up or edification of the 

body of Christ.   

 

Paul comes back to this theme again and again.  

1 Corinthians 12:7 (ESV) — 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  

Chapter 13 -  the point of chapter 13 is that love should motivate us to use our gifts to edify the body of 

Christ.   

1 Corinthians 14:5 (ESV) —5 Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy. The 

one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church 

may be built up.  

 

1 Corinthians 14:12 (ESV) — 12 So with yourselves, since you are eager for manifestations of the 

Spirit, strive to excel in building up the church.  

 Christian worship must edify…   

 

Illustration:  

 

Have you ever been edified or built up during church?   

 

Our time in GLPC…  (singing great songs, great band, hearing great preaching, experiencing great 

fellowship)  

 

Our time in Gaithersburg Md…  (anticipation, showing up early to get good seats, great worship, 3,000 

people, great preaching, I can still remember some of the sermons 17 years later, interrogating the legalist 

within)  

 

Christian worship must edify!  

 

Application:   

  

God has given you a gift for the edification of the body of Christ…  what is your gift.  How can you use 

it when we gather?  

 

Music team 

Sound team  

Nursery team (so that others can worship)  

Greeting team  



Set up team (so that others can worship)  

Coffee team (so that people can stay awake when they worship)  

 

 Maybe you are not sure what your gift is.  That is ok, we can all sing to each other…   Paul says that 

each one has a hymn, implying that we can edify each other by singing to each other.   

 

 Did you know that we are commanded to sing to each other? 

Ephesians 5:18–19 (ESV) — 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled 

with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 

to the Lord with your heart,  

Colossians 3:16 (ESV) — 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 

another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  

 This is why, contrary to popular trends, we sing with the lights on.  Church is not a concert.  We are 

gathered to sing to God and sing to each other, not watch the band sing.  We keep the lights on, so we can see 

who we are singing to.  Worship is not about your individual experience with God it is about edifying the body 

of Christ for the glory of God.  

 

Our worship must edify the saints.   

   

 But how can we ensure that our worship is edifying?  This brings us to the next point…    

 

 First, worship must be edifying!  

Second, worship must be orderly!   

 1 Corinthians 14:39–40 (ESV) — 39 So, my brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid 

speaking in tongues. 40 But all things should be done decently and in order.  

 

 With these verses at the end of chapter 14, Paul concludes his discussion on spiritual gifts.  He reminds 

us to earnestly desire prophecy and not forbid speaking in tongues, then he exhorts us to worship God decently 

and in order.  

 

 When worship is done decently and in order it edifies.  But what does decently and in order mean?  If 

we back up and look at verses 27-35 Paul tells us what this means.    

 

He begins by describing…   

 Orderly tongues!  

 1 Corinthians 14:27–28 (ESV) — 27 If any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at most three, 

and each in turn, and let someone interpret. 28 But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in 

church and speak to himself and to God.  

 

 One commentator writes, “Paul begins with the problem child, tongues.”  (Fee)  

 Paul says that if people are going to speak in tongues they need to speak in tongues one at a time and at 

the most three.  This rebuke implies that everyone in Corinth spoke in tongues at once.  Tongues seemed to 

dominate their gatherings.   

 



Furthermore, Paul says that if someone does speak in tongues there must be an interpretation.   If there is 

no interpretation people must not speak in tongues.   

 

At the end of verse 28 Paul implies, once again, that tongues can be a private prayer language when he 

says, if there is no interpretation, “let each of them keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God.”   

 

Paul’s point is that the gift of tongues must be practiced in an orderly way so that the body of Christ is 

edified.   

 

No order means no edification.   

 

Not only does he describe orderly tongues…   he also describes…  

 

 Orderly prophecy!  

 

1 Corinthians 14:29 (ESV) — 29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said.  

 

Since prophecy is speaking in merely human words what God has spontaneously brought to mind, it 

must be tested or weighed.  NT prophecy is not the same as OT prophecy.   NT prophecy is fallible not 

infallible.  Verse 29 is one of the best proof texts of this fact.  

 

Who are the ones who are weighing what is said?  Probably the whole church led by the elders.  

 

1 Corinthians 14:30-31 (ESV) — 30 If a revelation is made to another sitting there, let the first be 

silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be encouraged,  

 

Paul says, “prophecy one at a time.”  Neither the tongue speaker or the prophet is out of control.  He or 

she can clearly control their faculties and submit to the group.   Why do they prophesy?  “so that all may learn 

and all be encouraged.”    

 

1 Corinthians 14:32-33 (ESV) — 32 and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets. 33 For God is 

not a God of confusion but of peace. As in all the churches of the saints,  

 

Notice in verses 33, that the character of God must be reflected in the character of worship.  We become 

like the thing we worship.  God wants our worship to be orderly because God is a God of peace, not confusion.    

 

If a worship service is chaotic we are saying that God is chaotic.  Our worship must reflect God’s 

character.  This means that our worship must be orderly, joyful, somber, serious, and reverent all at the same 

time.  On the other hand, Christian worship must not be sad, light, flippant, or chaotic! 

 

Christian worship must be orderly.  Order edifies…   

  

Orderly tongues 

 Orderly prophecy 

 

 Orderly women!  

 1 Corinthians 14:33–35 (ESV) — 33 For God is not a God of confusion but of peace. As in all the 

churches of the saints, 34 the women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but 

should be in submission, as the Law also says. 35 If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their 

husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church.  

 



 How do we understand this difficult passage?   Let’s look at what other texts say about this topic.  In 

other sections of scripture women are not silent in church.   

 

 For instance, in 1 Cor. 11:2-16 Paul is eager for women to pray and prophesy in the corporate gathering 

in Corinth.  

Furthermore, we read in…    

 

Acts 2:17 (ESV) — 17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on 

all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 

men shall dream dreams;  

 

Acts 21:8–9 (ESV) — 8 On the next day we departed and came to Caesarea, and we entered the house 

of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him. 9 He had four unmarried daughters, 

who prophesied.   

 How do we make sense of these texts?   Clearly, women may pray and prophecy in church.  This is 

happening in 1 Cor. 11.  So, what is Paul prohibiting?  In other words, in what sense are women supposed to 

remain silent?  They are to remain silent in one specific area, the weighing of what is said.  This is the 

immediate context.   

Furthermore, weighing what is said is a role that requires authority.  In 1 Tim 2:10-12, Paul forbids 

women from having authority over men in the church.  In the Biblical worldview male and female are equal in 

value and worth but different in function.  Paul tells husbands to love and serve their wives.  Paul also tells 

wives to submit to their husbands.  If a husband prophecies in church and his wife weighs his prophecy, she has 

subverted his headship.   Instead, the congregation as a whole, led by the elders must make these 

pronouncements.      

 

 All worship must be done decently and in order….    

 

Orderly tongues  

 Orderly prophecy  

 Orderly women  

 

 Illustration:  

 

 I’m an assistant scout master for my sons Boy scout troop.  The scout masters are supposed to plan the 

weekly meetings.  Last week all five of the scout masters were occupied during our weekly meeting.  Three of 

the scout masters were interviewing a scout about his Eagle Scout project.  And two of us were in the parent 

meeting.  This meant that roughly 35 boys (average age of 12) were on their own in the gym with a brand new 

senior patrol leader who is 14 years old.  Let me repeat that, 35 boys being led by a 14 year boy with no 

experience and a soft voice.   

 

 When I walked out of the parent meeting to check up on the boys what I saw was absolute chaos.  Think 

lord of the flies…  What I should have seen was boys working on rank advancements and merit badges in 

groups of 3-5.  Instead what I saw was 35 boys running wild, some playing the basketball game bump, others 

wrestling, others running around aimlessly while screaming.  No one, I repeat no one was on task……   it was 

pure chaos.  

 

The lack of order meant that no one was working on rank advancements or merit badges.  No one was 

being edified…   

 

This was the scene in Corinth.  It was pure Chaos at church, which meant no one was being edified.   



 

People were getting drunk at communion.  Several people would speak in tongues and prophesy at once 

with no one to interpret.  It was loud, noise, chaotic, and disorderly.   Worst of all, the Corinthians boasted in 

their chaos…  they thought it was a sign of their spirituality.   

 

Application:   

 

When the holy spirit is really at work in a worship service He brings order and peace not chaos and 

strife.  Think about the fruit of the Spirit.   

 

Furthermore, when the holy spirit is at work in our worship bringing order, he brings order through 

deference or submission…  

 

Those who speak in tongues submit to one another and only use their gift when an interpreter is present.  

  

Those who prophecy submit their prophecies to the other prophets and the church at large.  

 

Wives submit to their husbands…  

 

At GCF the worship team members submit to the worship leader, the set up team members submit to the 

team leaders, the nursery workers submit to the nursery coordinator…  This creates order and glorifies God.   

 

This is the culture of the trinity which is meant to be reflected in the culture of the church.   

 

 Orderly worship is one of the keys to edifying worship.    

 

 Maybe you are wondering how we should order our worship?  This brings us to the final point…   

 First, worship must be edifying 

 Second, worship must be orderly   

 

Third, worship must be regulated!  

  

 Regulated by what?  By the word of God!  

1 Corinthians 14:36 (ESV) — 36 Or was it from you that the word of God came? Or are you the only 

ones it has reached?  

Paul says, “Corinthians, you are acting as if the word of God, in regard to spiritual gifts and worship, 

was sent directly to you bypassing everyone else.  Therefore, you think you can ignore all the things I taught 

you about these topics.”    

 

Paul is probably addressing the key rabble rousers/trouble makers in the church, not everyone.    

1 Corinthians 14:37–38 (ESV) — 37 If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should 

acknowledge that the things I am writing to you are a command of the Lord. 38 If anyone does not recognize 

this, he is not recognized.   

 Paul tells the Corinthians that if they are truly as spiritual as they think they are the should recognize that 

he is writing the very words of God.   This is an astonishing statement.  Paul was aware of the fact, that his 

written words as an apostle of Jesus Christ had the authority of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, failure to submit to 

Paul’s commands on worship was a failure to submit to Christ’s commands on worship.   



 

 Every word in Paul’s 13 letters are the very words of God.  When the bible speaks God speaks.  To 

disobey the Bible is to disobey God.    

 

Paul is arguing that his words are the authority for Corinthian worship because his words are Christ’s 

words.   

 

 Side note- Did you also notice that Paul places his written words above prophecy?  In other words, the 

scriptures have more authority than prophecy.  This is more evidence that NT prophecy is not equal with 

scripture.  

 

 Here is the point.  For the Corinthians Paul’s words inspired by the Holy Spirit needed to regulate their 

worship.  Living in 2018, we have the entire NT.  The entire NT, inspired by the Holy Spirit, must regulate our 

worship.  Theologians call this the regulative principal.    

 

 Illustration:   

 

 It is tax season. How many of you love tax season?   Taxes makes me think of the IRS the IRS makes 

me think of laws.   The IRS has created an incredibly complicated set of laws to regulate how we pay our taxes.  

is it wise to ignore those law?   No…   my taxes are especially complicated, so I hire a CPA to file my taxes for 

me.  why?  I want to make sure I follow all the regulations…   

 

Here is the point…  it is not wise to ignore the IRS’s regulations.  It is not wise to ignore the Bible’s 

regulations on worship…   

 

Application:  

 

 We must worship God on his terms not ours…   

 

 When it comes to worship we want to focus on the things that God tells us to do in worship…   

 

 Under the new covenant the word of God specifically commands us to…  

 Pray when we gather…     

1 Timothy 2:1 (ESV) — 1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for all people,  

Paul tells the young pastor Timothy to pray with the saints when they gather. 

 Read the scriptures when we gather…  

 1 Timothy 4:13 (ESV) — 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to 

exhortation, to teaching.  

 Paul tells Timothy to make sure that scriptures are read and preaching happens.   

Preach the scriptures when we gather…   

 1 Timothy 4:13 (ESV) — 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to 

exhortation, to teaching.  



 2 Timothy 4:1–2 (ESV) — 1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge 

the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of 

season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.  

 Sing to each other when we gather…  

Colossians 3:16 (ESV) — 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 

another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  

Celebrate the lord’s supper when we gather…    

 

1 Cor.  11: 17-34.  (Acts 2:42ff)   

 

 The church needs to sing, pray, read the scriptures, preach the scriptures, and celebrate the sacraments 

when they gather.  These five things are the things Christians need to focus on.  

  

  

These things are commanded in scripture.  We want to focus on the things that are commanded in 

scripture.   

 

This is why we don’t do certain things and do other things.     

 

When our worship is regulated by the word of God it is orderly which leads to edification of the saints.   

  

 Conclusion:   

 

 Worship must be edifying  

 Worship must be orderly  

 Worship must be regulated 

 

 But why do we worship?   

 

Why do we worship!  We worship because Jesus died and rose for our sins…   

 1 Corinthians 15:1–5 (ESV) — 1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, 

which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I 

preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 

received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised 

on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  

 Because of the life death and resurrection of Jesus you can have your sins forgiven, be in relationship 

with God, and spend all eternity in glory….  this is reason to worship.   

 

Lets pray…   


