
1 Corinthians 15-1-11 
He is risen 

 

1. Prayer for illumination:  
 

2. Sermon introduction:   
a. 1n 1997 The Onion newspaper contained this headline, “World death rate holding 

steady at 100%”  
 

i. “World Health Organization officials expressed disappointment Monday at the 
group's finding that, despite the enormous efforts of doctors, rescue workers and 
other medical professionals worldwide, the global death rate remains constant at 
100 percent. 

 
ii. "I was really hoping, what with all those new radiology treatments, rescue 

helicopters, aerobics TV shows and what have you, that we might at least make 
a dent in it this year," said WHO Director General Dr. Gernst Bladt.” 

 
 

b. But… the percentage of people that die is still 100%  
c. Most people agree with this point…   

 
d. What we don’t agree on is what happens after death!   

i. The materialist believes that there is nothing after death.  In other words, After 
death our bodies rot in the grave forever…  

ii. The Buddhist believes that most people are reincarnated after death.  
iii. The ancient Greeks had their own ideas about the afterlife.  That brings us to this 

morning’s text.  
 

e. We are currently working our way through 1 Corinthians.   
 

i. This morning we find ourselves in 1 Corinthians 15.   
ii. Some people involved in the church in ancient Corinth were influenced by the 

views of the ancient Greeks.  
iii. They believed that the physical body was bad. Salvation was salvation from the 

physical body.  As a result, they denied the resurrection of the physical body.  
When we die our spirit is finally liberated from our body.  This is reflected in 
15:12… 
 

iv. 1 Corinthians 15:12 (ESV) — 12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the 
dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  

 
v. Paul strongly disagreed with these Corinthians…  he will spend all of chapter 15 

arguing against this idea while arguing for the resurrection of the physical body.    
 

vi. His argument starts in chapter 15:1-11.  Paul starts with the gospel, where he 
often starts.  The gospel is the ultimate reason that our physical bodies will be 
raised from the grave.   

 
vii. This morning we will look at four aspects of the gospel that give us hope beyond 

the grave….     



 
1. The importance of the gospel.  
2. The nature of the gospel.  
3. The proof of the gospel.   
4. The power of the gospel.  

 
1. First, the importance of the gospel.     

 
a. How important is the gospel? It is of first importance!   

 
i. 1 Corinthians 15:3–4 (ESV) — 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance 

what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures,  
 

ii. Paul does not say, “the gospel is important.”  He says, “the gospel is of first 
importance.” In other words, nothing is more important.   

 
iii. Why is the gospel so important to important to Paul?  It is the key to solving our 

most significant problems…    
 

iv. Illustration:  We bought our central campus church building many years ago.  
When we bought it, it had a sanctuary, fellowship hall, an office wing, a children’s 
ministry area, a boiler room, a different office space, and many other spaces.  
Both the interior and exterior of the building had at least ten doors with locks on 
them.  When we first bought the church most of these doors had different locks.  
So, I had to have a bazillion keys on me at all times just to walk through the 
building.  This got old fast, so we had “American Lock and Key” change all the 
locks inside and outside of the building.  Now one key opens all the locks.  So, no 
matter where I am in the building I have one key that opens all the doors.   

 
v. The gospel of Jesus Christ is the one key to solving our most significant 

problems.   
 

1. The gospel is the only key to conquering our crippling anxiety.  
2. The gospel is the key to conquering broken marriages.  
3. The gospel is the key for conquering sexual dysfunction.  
4. The gospel is the key for conquering our parenting woes.  
5. The gospel is the key to conquering our depression.  
6. The gospel is the key for escaping the wrath to come.  
7. The gospel is the key for conquering death.  

 

vi. The gospel is of first importance.  Unfortunately, many people don’t understand 
this crucial message.  Which brings us to the next point…   
 

vii. First, the importance of the gospel…    
 

2. Second, the content of the gospel.   



 

a. What is the content of gospel?  Paul clearly tells us in verses 3-4!  
 

b. 1 Corinthians 15:3–4 (ESV) — 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 
also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he 
was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,  

 
c. In this amazing passage Paul tells us exactly what the gospel is.     

 
i. Gospel literally means good news…  the gospel is the good news of the birth, 

life, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus…   
 

ii. Birth and life…   
1. text does not mention the birth and life of Christ but Christ could not die 

unless he was born and lived.  
iii. Death…  Paul says “that Christ Died for our sins”     

1. no historian denies the life and death of Jesus….   
2. Even Christianity’s greatest skeptics admit that his birth, life, and death 

are historical realities.  
3. Paul says that he died for our sins… in our place..  not for his sins but for 

our sins.  
iv. Paul says, “that he was buried.”  

1. in other words, he truly died. He did not pass out or faint on the cross as 
some teach. He died and was buried.    

v. Paul says, that “he was raised on the third day”   
1. This is part of the gospel…  

 
d. Did you notice anything peculiar about verses 3-4?   

 
i. You and I were not mentioned.  
ii. That is because the gospel has nothing to do with our actions.  
iii. Martin Luther said the gospel is “outside of us.”   
iv. The gospel has nothing to do with our actions, our performance, our feelings, our 

righteousness, our religiosity, or our spirituality.   
v. It is the historical reality of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus…  
vi. The good news is the result of what happened 2000 years ago on a Friday 

afternoon, a short walk outside of Jerusalem in real time and real space…  
 

vii. The gospel is not good advice it is good news of what Jesus did for us… it is 
good news rooted in history.  
 

e. Application 
 

i. Ultimately the gospel is the good news that Jesus died in the place of sinners.   
ii. Since Jesus died in our place…  
iii. We will not pay the penalty for our own sins.  
iv. We will not face God’s righteous judgment.  
v. We do not have to fear death since the penalty of sin is death.  
vi. We can have hope.  
vii. We can be changed.  



viii. We will spend eternity with God in the new creation.  
ix. Do you believe this?  Do you really believe this?   
x. Believing the gospel is more than believing facts it is trusting a person. 

 
f. I think I understand the importance and the content of the gospel…   but how do I know 

if it is really true?  This brings us to the next point…  
 

g. First, the importance of the gospel.  
h. Second, the content of the gospel.  

 
3. Third, the proof of the gospel…    

 
a. Proof for the gospel’s truthfulness rests on the resurrection.  

 
i. What do I mean?  If Jesus did not rise from the grave the bible is false. If the 

bible is false it can’t be trusted.  If Jesus did not rise from the grave Jesus is not 
God. If Jesus is not God Jesus can’t be trusted.  Furthermore, if Jesus is not God 
he lacks the power to remove our guilt and recreate the universes when he 
returns.  
 

ii. On the other hand…  If Jesus did rise from the grave then he is God, if he is God 
he must be trusted and obeyed, if he is God then our sins can be removed, if he 
is god then we have hope… everything is at stake.  

 
 

iii. Yale historian Jaroslav Pelikan writes,   
 

1. “If Christ is risen—then nothing else matters. And if Christ is not risen—
then nothing else matters.”  

 
b. What is the proof that Jesus rose from the grave? The eye witnesses! 

 
i. 1 Corinthians 15:5–8 (ESV) — 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 

twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most 
of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me.  
 

ii. The key word is the word “appeared.”  It shows up four times in this passage…  
Paul repeats this word to make a point…  

 
iii. “He appeared to Cephas (Peter)” according to verse 5.  

 
iv. “He appeared to more than five hundred at one time, most of whom are still alive, 

though some have fallen asleep” according to verse 6.  Why does Paul add the 
part about the ones who are still alive?  Because he wants the Corinthians to go 
and talk to them…    

1. If I told you that I went to watch the mead panthers play the Mt. Spokane 
wild cats on Wed afternoon…  you may say… no you didn’t.  then I can 
say…  Yes I did, you can talk to Chad Stewart, Peter Stewart, and Kayden 



Evans, they were there and they are still alive, and they can testify that I 
was truly there…  
 

v. “He appeared to James and all the apostles” according to verse 7.  
vi. “He appeared to Paul” according to verse 8.   

 
vii. The key word is the word “appeared…” 

 
viii. These people were all eye witnesses.  Jesus appeared before their very eyes.  

Eye Witness testimony is still used in courts of law.   
 

c. Maybe you have some objections…  
 

i. First objection- all the disciples were hallucinating.   
1. Problems  

a. Last time I checked hallucinations are not experienced by groups 
but by individuals.   

b. Furthermore, hallucinations don’t last for days.  
c. Furthermore, hallucinations don’t take place all over Spokane at 

different times to different types of people.   
d. Christ did not appear to just one person, at one point, in one 

location but to many people in many locations.  
 

ii. Next objection- everyone believed in resurrections in the 1st century.    
1. Problem-  

a. Keller- “The people of that time would have considered a bodily 
resurrection to be as impossible as the people of our own time, 
though for different reasons.”  (Reason for God, 208) 

 
iii. Next objection- We can’t trust the NT, where we find the eye witnesses  

 
1. Chart on overhead…   
2. The NT documents we have are better preserved, more numerous, and 

closer to the date of their writing than any other document in the ancient 
world.   

3. We have over 5,600 Greek manuscripts for the NT from the ancient world 
to support the reliability of the NT.  Including other languages we have 
24,000 pieces of manuscript evidence for the reliability of the NT.    

4. Nothing else from the ancient world even comes close…   
 

a. Summary of the proofs for the truthfulness of the resurrection….   
 

i. Several hundred years before Christ hundreds of very specific prophecies are 

given about his life death and resurrection. (alluded to in 1 Cor. 15:4) 

ii. Jesus Christ came fulfilling these very specific prophecies.  

iii. Monotheistic Jews who are passionately opposed to worshipping a man start to 

worship Jesus Christ as he teaches and performs miracles.  

iv. Jesus dies (this is confirmed by non-Christian sources of the time)  



v. The disciples are completely dejected and afraid.  

vi. Three days later Jesus rises from the grave and appears to more than 500 

people.  

vii. These eyewitnesses are transformed and full of faith.  

viii. Many of them are so convinced of Jesus resurrection that they are willing to 

suffer and die.  

ix. The resurrected Christ continues to radically transform lives around the world 

today.  

 
b. Christians believe in the resurrection because there is proof for the resurrection.  

   
i. One author writes,  

 
ii. “Christianity is the world’s most falsifiable religion, yet it survived”  

 
iii. “The believer in the Islamic faith has to trust in a private encounter Muhammad 

had, and this encounter is unable to be tested historically. 
 

iv. We have no way to truly investigate the claims of Joseph Smith (and when we 
do, they are found wanting). 
 

v. Buddhism and Hinduism are not historic faiths, meaning they don’t have 
central claims of events in time and space which believers are called upon to 
investigate. You either adopt their philosophy or you don’t. There is no objective 
way to test them. 
 

vi. Run through every religion that you know of and you will find this to be the case: 
Either it does not give historic details to the central event, the event does not 
carry any worldview-changing significance, or there are no historic events which 
form the foundation of the faith.” (Michael Patton- Now that I am a Christian: 
What it means to follow Jesus)  
 

vii. Every religion but Christianity you must accept on blind faith.  You cannot falsify 
it.  On the other hand, Christianity’s truthfulness is based on historical events that 
can be tested or falsified.  

 
viii. In other words, Christianity is the only world religion that is historically defensible.  

 
ix. In contrast the other religions of the world cannot be historically defended.  They 

must be accepted with blind faith…   
 

a. Dave I still don’t believe the proofs…  
 

i. If you’re a skeptic, you have the burden of proof.   
ii. You must be willing to provide first century evidence contrary to the Gospel 

accounts.    
iii. You must be willing to disregard eyewitness testimony.  



iv. You must be willing to put forward an alternative theory that you can back up with 
at least 3-4 first century sources.   

v. You must be willing to explain why 2 billion people worldwide are wrong.  
 

d. I understand that there is proof for the gospel’s truthfulness, but I’m a mess, can the 
gospel change me?  This brings us to our final point.  

 
e. First, the importance of the gospel.   
f. Second, the content of the gospel. 
g. Third, the proof of the gospel.   

 
4. Finally, the power of the gospel.  

 
a. What does the gospel have power to do?  Transform very broken people!  

 
i. 1 Corinthians 15:9–11 (ESV) — 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to 

be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of 
God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you 
believed.  

 
ii. Before Paul was a Christian he hated Christians. He rounded them up, tortured 

them, and had them put to death.   You can read about this in the book of Acts.  
iii. Then in Acts chapter 9 something amazing happens.  The resurrected Christ 

appears to Paul and tells Paul that his life is about to be radically transformed.  
iv. This is exactly what happened.  Read the rest of the book of Acts…   
v. By the grace of God, this one messed up man altered the course of world history.  
vi. The resurrected Christ transformed Paul through his mighty power.    
vii. Paul did not change himself…  he writes, “by the grace of God I am what I am, 

and his grace toward me was not in vain.”  
viii. God’s grace transformed a self-righteous, proud, persecutor of the church into 

the most influential Christians to ever live.   
ix. If the resurrected Christ can transform Paul, the resurrected Christ can transform 

you.  There is hope for everyone this morning….  

 
b. But how do I tap into the gospel’s transforming power?  You keep on believing! 

 
i. 1 Corinthians 15:1–2 (ESV) — 1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the 

gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by 
which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless 
you believed in vain.  
 

ii. Paul reminds the Corinthians to keep on believing the gospel…  
 

iii. He tells them to hold it fast…  (on a train or bus and the bus lurches, what do you 
grab on to?)  

iv. Trusting Christ is not something we do once when we first become Christians.  
v. We must keep on believing, keep on trusting, until the day we die.  
vi. We must hold fast to the gospel, or our faith will be in vain…   



 
vii. Let’s help one another hold fast to the gospel until our dying breathes.   

 

5. Conclusion:   
 

a. Let me go back to the question I started with.    
i. What will happen to my body after I die?  
ii. It is difficult to think of a more important question.  
iii. Paul starts to answer this question with 1 Corinthians 15:1-11.  
iv. He argues that the gospel of Jesus Christ gives us hope beyond the grave.  
v. If Jesus rose from the grave in a glorified body, he conquered death, and 

Christians will also rise from the grave in glorified bodies.    
 

b. What exactly does this mean?  
i. When will this happen?   
ii. What will our resurrection bodies look like? 
iii. What does it mean that Jesus conquered death?    
iv. We will spend the next 5 Sundays discussing these issues.  
v. Please come back and join us.   
vi. In the meantime, keep your eyes on the resurrected Christ!  
vii. Let me pray…   


