
1 Corinthians 15-12-19 
The centrality of the resurrection!  

 

Introduction:   

 

Several years ago, world class historian, Paul Maier wrote a novel.  It is hard to categorize this 
book.  It is part Dan Brown, part Indiana Jones, and part Frank Peretti.   

 

Paul Maier titled his bestseller A Skeleton in God’s closet.  Why is it called A Skeleton in God’s 
closet, you ask?  Because the antagonist, a world-famous archeologist, claims to have found the skeleton 

of Jesus Christ in an ancient tomb in Palestine.  If this is true than Jesus Christ did not rise from the dead.    
 

The protagonist is also an archeologist.  The news of this discovery devastates him.  At first, he is 

depressed, then he is sad, and then he is angry.  As news of the archeological find travels around the 
world chaos erupts, lives unravel, millions lose hope, and stock markets crash.   

 
All of this puts the protagonist on a quest to discover the truth about the resurrection.   

 

This book forces the reader to ask a very important question, how important is the bodily 
resurrection of Jesus?    

 
Maybe you are wondering the same thing this morning?  Maybe you are wondering, do I really 

have to believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus to be a Christian? 

 
This brings us to this morning’s text.    

 

Some in the church in Corinth denied the bodily resurrection of believers.  They believed that 
salvation was salvation from the body.  The body is bad, and the spiritual is good.  When we die our 

bodies goes to the grave forever and our spirits lives on eternally.   
 

We see this in…   

 
1 Corinthians 15:12–13 (ESV) — 12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how 

can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the 
dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 

1 Corinthians 15:16 (ESV) — 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised.  

In these verses Paul states that our bodily resurrection is so tied to Christ’s bodily resurrection that 
to deny the resurrection of our bodies is to deny the resurrection of Jesus Christ.     

 

In other words, Paul says, “If Christ was not raised, we are not raised.  And if we are not raised 
Christ was not raised.” 

 
 This raises a very important question.   

 

Here is the question…   
 

What are the implications of denying the resurrection of Jesus?  Paul lists four in verses 14-19.  
 

Let’s look at the first one…   

  
 

First, if Christ was not raised from the dead, we are liars!  



 1 Corinthians 15:14–15 (ESV) — 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in 
vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified 

about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised.  

 Paul says that if Christ has not been raised we are liars.  Even worse, we are misrepresenting God.  

In other words, we are saying that God raised Christ from the dead when he did not raise Christ from the 

dead.  

 It is a lie to say that Christ rose from the dead, when he did not rise from the dead.  This is a 

moral issue.   

 There are some in our culture who think that Christianity is good for society because it makes 
people moral.  But if Christ did not rise from the dead, then Christians are liars.  A religion based on lies is 

not good for society, it is bad for society.   

 If Christ did not rise from the dead, we are liars!  

 Application:   

 Fortunately, Christ was raised from the dead.   

Christianity is not based on lies it is based on historical fact.  This is the point of 1 Cor. 15:1-11.  

 It is a fact that Jesus died…  

All the non-Christian historians of Jesus day report that Jesus died (Josephus, Tacitus, 

Thallus, and the Jewish Talmud).   

 
Furthermore, the Romans soldiers in charge of his crucifixion were professional executioners 

and they were convinced for several specific reasons that Jesus was dead on the cross.   
 

 It is a fact that Jesus tomb was empty…  

 
Response… The disciples took his body away…  people die for what they think it is true but 

not what they know to be false.  

 
Another response…  The romans or Jews took his dead body…  then why didn’t they bring it 

forward as evidence that Jesus was actually dead?   

 It is a fact that Jesus was seen by eye witnesses after his resurrection…  

We read about this in 1 Cor. 15:1-11…   

 
The appearances of the risen Christ are very believable for many reasons-   

 
He was seen in different places  

Over a period of forty days  

He was seen eating and drinking  
Walking and talking   

He was see over a dozen times  

He was seen inside and outside  
He was seen by over 500 people at once  

He was seen by females first.  
He was seen by Jews…  who then worshipped him!  

 It is a fact that Jesus has transformed the lives of millions of people all over the world…   



One Scholar writes-  “One of the most interesting books in my library was written by a man who 
set out to disprove the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  He was an English journalist named Frank Morison.  

He viewed Christianity with disfavor, deciding that if he could prove that Christ’s resurrection was a mere 
myth, he could debunk all of Christianity.  He poured over the evidence, absorbing all the information he 

could and marshaling all his arguments.  Not only was he unable to disprove the Resurrection, but he was 

compelled on the weight of the evidence to become a Christian himself.”  (Morgan, 9)  
 

When it comes to the resurrection, Christians are telling the truth. 

 
Application:  

 
I get it Dave…  I believe that Jesus rose from the grave.    

But are you living like it is true?   

Are you living with hope? you should be…  
Are you afraid of death?  You should not be…        

 
Denying the resurrection has implications….   

  First, if Christ was not raised from the dead, we are liars!    

Second, If Christ was not raised from the dead, we are guilty!  

 1 Corinthians 15:17 (ESV) — 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you 

are still in your sins.  

  Why would we still be in our sins or guilty of sins if Christ remained in the grave?  Because Christ’s 

resurrection is a crucial component of our justification.  If there is no resurrection, there is no justification, 

if there is no justification we are still in our sins, that is, we are still guilty.     
 

 But since Jesus rose from the dead, we will be justified.    

 
 In romans 4 Paul connects our justification with Christ’s resurrection.    

 Romans 4:23–25 (ESV) — 23 But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his 
sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead 

Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.  

 In verse 25 we read that Jesus was delivered up, or died for our sins, and was raised for our 
justification.  What does this mean?  What does it mean that Christ was raised for our justification?  

 
 Some background is helpful…   

 

 Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death…”   
 

 Everyone who sins deserves to die and never rise again.  Death is the permanent penalty for sins.   

 
Christ never sinned, but he died. He did not die for his sin, he died for our sin.  When he died our 

sins were paid for.  Side note- How could one man, pay for the sins of millions of people?  He was not just 
a man, he was fully man and fully God.   

 

After Christ died, Christ rose from the dead. Why?  Death could not hold him down.  In the 
resurrection, the father publically declared, “My son is perfect, my son is righteous, my son never sinned, 

therefore, death can’t constrain him.”  
 

In the resurrection Jesus was justified.  The word justification simply means to be declared 

righteous.  In the resurrection God the father declared that Jesus Christ was perfectly righteous, because 
he was perfectly righteous.   He never sinned, his resurrection proved this.   

 



 What does this have to do with us?  I am not Jesus.  I get that God declares Jesus Christ righteous 
because he was righteous.  That is why he rose from the grave.  But what about me?  

 Ephesians 2:5–6 (ESV) — 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 

heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  

 Through our union with Christ, we were raised with Christ, therefore, we receive the verdict that 
Christ receives.  

 

 We are just as justified as Jesus.     
 We are just as righteous as Jesus.  

We are just as sinless as Jesus.  
We are just as guiltless as Jesus.   

 

 Illustration:  
 

 So many parents trying to live vicariously through their kids…  this never ends well.  
 

 Tennis parents… (My friend in high school)  

 Wrestling parents…  
 

We can live vicariously through Jesus…   
 

 

 Application:  
   

 

 If Christ was not raised from the dead, we are guilty!  
 Christ has been raised from the dead, therefore we are not guilty…  

 
 We get the verdict he earned!!!   

 We can live through him…   

 
But maybe you feel guilty…  this morning…  something you did or said, this morning, this week, or 

seven years ago.   
 

 You are in Christ, you are declared righteous in Christ, you are justified in his resurrection…  

 
 Do you believe this, this morning?   

  

 Denying the resurrection has implications…     
 

 If Christ was not raised from the dead, we are liars.  
 If Christ was not raised from the dead, we are guilty.    

 

Third, if Christ was not raised from the dead, we are perishable! 

 1 Corinthians 15:17–18 (ESV) — 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and 

you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.   

 To “fall asleep” in Paul’s letters means to die (7:39; 11:30; 15:6, 18, 20, 51; cf. 1 Thess. 4:13-

15).” 

 
Paul says that if Christ has not been raised from the dead those who have died will perish?  Perish 

is a strong word.  Paul is saying that they are done, you will not see them again, ever!!!  There is no hope 

beyond the grave for anyone if Christ did not rise from the dead.   
 



This is the worldview of the materialist.  They deny the resurrection of Christ and the resurrection 
of individuals.   

 
After death, we perish, our bodies perish, and there is no hope beyond the grave.   

 

Aging becomes very depressing if this is true…    
 

Illustration:   

 
I just finished Shoe Dog, the memoir of Phil Knight the founder of Nike.  It was a fascinating read.  

Phil Knight is worth 30 billion dollars, which makes him the 28th richest person in the world.   
 

He is 80 years old…  at the end of the book he talked about his regrets.  He should have spent 

more time with his two sons, he should have spent more time with his wife, he should have been more 
generous, he should have controlled his tongue, he should have repaired relationships, etc…  

 
He lived a very full life.  He had the money, the cars, the vacations, the fame, and the power that 

so many crave.   

 
I kept thinking, if I was him I would be so sad, so hopeless, and so discouraged at the age of 80.  

 
Why?  I would think my best years are behind me, pretty soon I will not be able to enjoy my 

wealth, I may get sick, I may suffer, and then I will die and cease to exist.  He loved to run, he can no 

longer run, he can’t go back to age 25.   
 

No matter what, money can’t give us immortality and it can’t our regrets.   

 
My money can’t keep me from perishing and when I perish that’s it.  lights out…  I can’t take my 

fame and fortune with me.   
 

This is so depressing…     

 
How many of us wish we had billions….???  But billions are not going to keep us from dying.  And 

we will all die some day!      
 

Application:  

 
Fortunately, Christ has been raised…   

 

This provides hope, no matter how much money we have.   
 

All those trusting in Christ will die, but they will not perish.  
 

They may be poor in this life, destitute, sick, and pitiful but they have hope for the life to come.    

 1 Corinthians 15:54–55 (ESV) — 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the 
mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in 

victory.” 55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”  

 We have hope…  

 Death has lost its sting…   

 We don’t have to fear the aging process…   
 We don’t have to fear dying, because we will not perish.  Christ has risen conquering death.   

 

 
 Denying the resurrection has implications…     

 
 If Christ was not raised from the dead, we are liars.  



 If Christ was not raised from the dead, we are guilty. , 
 If Christ was not raised from the dead, we are perishable.    

  
 

Fourth, if Christ was not raised from the dead, we are pitiful!    

 1 Corinthians 15:14 (ESV) — 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain 

and your faith is in vain.  

 1 Corinthians 15:14 (The Message) — 14 And face it—if there’s no resurrection for Christ, 

everything we’ve told you is smoke and mirrors, and everything you’ve staked your life on is smoke and 

mirrors.  

 Paul says that if Christ has not been raised from the dead then our preaching and our faith is in 

vain.  The word vain means without affect, empty, fruitless, purposeless or pointless.    

1 Corinthians 15:19 (ESV) — 19 If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people 

most to be pitied.  

If our only hope is in this life, then we are to be pitied because we made great sacrifices for 

nothing…   

All of the hardship we endured for following Jesus was useless, pointless, and meaningless.  

 Illustration:  

 
 Useless toil…    

 
 Raking leaves when I was a boy to earn money to buy a bike…  raked them all up into piles after 

hours of raking only to have a gust of wind blow across the grass…  

 
All that hard work for nothing.   

 

 Application:    
 

If Christ did not rise, we are pitiful…   
 

All of our hard work for Jesus gets us nowhere and may lead to more suffering…  

 
 But Christ did rise…   

 
 Since he rose…   

 

 The hard work is worth it.  
 The self-denial is worth it.  

 The sacrifice in marriage is worth it.  

 Saying no to our lusts is worth it.  
 Training our kids is worth it.  

 Telling our friends about Jesus when they mock us is worth it.  
 Praying and fasting is worth it.  

 Giving our money away freely is worth it.   

 
 A little later Paul wrote another letter to the Corinthians.   

 2 Corinthians 4:16–18 (ESV) — 16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting 
away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us 

an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the 



things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are 

eternal.  

 What is the light and momentary affliction?   

 2 Corinthians 6:4–5 (ESV) — 4 but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by 

great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless 

nights, hunger;  

  2 Corinthians 11:23–29 (ESV) — 23 Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am 

talking like a madman—with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and 

often near death. 24 Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25 Three 
times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was 

adrift at sea; 26 on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own 
people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from 

false brothers; 27 in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without 

food, in cold and exposure. 28 And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my 
anxiety for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not 

indignant?  

 Paul said that prison, beatings, and receiving the forty lashes were light and momentary affliction…   

 How in the world can Paul say this?  Because Christ rose from the dead.  

 The eternal glory that awaits us for outweighs the suffering of this life…  if we believe this we will 
push ourselves hard, motivated by God’s grace, and relying on God’s spirit.   

 
 Conclusion:  

  

Denying the resurrection of Jesus Christ has implications.  We looked at four…  
 

   If Christ was not raised from the dead,  

 
we are liars.  

 we are guilty.  
 we are perishable.    

  we are pitiful. 

 
 Since Christ was raised…  

 
 We are not liars.  

 We are not guilty.  

 We will not perish.  
 We are not to be pitied but envied since we have hope!     

 

 Do you want this hope???     
  

 Christianity is not primarily a way of life, or a code of conduct, or a set of rules.  Christianity is 
rooted in an event that happened 2000 years ago.  Jesus lived, died, and rose from the dead.  Put your 

trust in Jesus and you can have hope that will set you free!  Lets pray…  

    


