
1 Corinthians 16-1-12 
Closing comments part 1…   

Prayer:   
 
Introduction:  

 
 Like most churches, GCF often faces practical challenges…       
  
 How do we find a central campus preaching pastor to replace the founding pastor of GCF?  
 What should be the quorum for an elders meeting?    
 What is the precise role of the GCF compensation team, formally known as the FAT?  

 How should we organize our small groups?  

 How do we make sure that our financial procedures are above board?   
 How are we going to pay for a north campus building?   
 How do the elders oversee small groups, lead small groups, and find time to be with their 
families? 
 What is the GCF shepherding plan and how effectively is it being implemented?     

 

 Sometimes it helps the elders to get an outside perspective on these challenges.  
 
 The church in Corinth was no different.  They had practical challenges, so they wrote Paul for 
advice about at least six things.  Whenever we see the phrase “now concerning” Paul is addressing 
one of the challenges they wrote him about…        

 1 Corinthians 7:1 (ESV) — 1 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is 
good for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman.”  
  

1 Corinthians 7:25 (ESV) — 25 Now concerning the betrothed,….  
1 Corinthians 8:1 (ESV) — 1 Now concerning food offered to idols:….  

 1 Corinthians 12:1 (ESV) — 1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, ….  

 1 Corinthians 16:1 (ESV) — 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints….  
 1 Corinthians 16:12 (ESV) — 12 Now concerning our brother Apollos,...  
  

The Corinthian church, like our church, needed advice on the practical challenges facing them.        
  

In this morning’s text Paul gives the church in Corinth two pieces of practical advice on the 

challenges they faced… we will focus on these two challenges this morning.  What are they?  

 The challenge of helping needy saints.  
 The challenge of helping gospel workers.  
 
First, the challenge of helping needy saints.    

 
 Where are the needy saints?  In Jerusalem! 

 1 Corinthians 16:1–3 (ESV) — 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed 
the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. 2 On the first day of every week, each of you is to put 
something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come. 
3 And when I arrive, I will send those whom you accredit by letter to carry your gift to Jerusalem.  

 
 Paul is collecting money for the needy saints in the church in Jerusalem (3b).  We know from 
other parts of the NT that famine and poverty were ravaging the church in Jerusalem during this 
time. (Acts 11:28-30, Romans 15:26, Acts 20:4)    
 



Paul has already collected money for the Jerusalem church from the Galatian church (1b).  
Now he challenges the Corinthian church to step up to the plate and do their part to alleviate the 
suffering in Jerusalem.   
 
 Where are the needy saints?  In Jerusalem!   

 How can they help the needy saints?  By giving systematically.  

 1 Corinthians 16:2 (ESV) — 2 On the first day of every week, each of you is to put 
something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come.  
 
 The first day of the week was Sunday.  Jesus rose from the grave on Sunday (Matt. 28:1; 

Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1; John 20:1).  The early church gathered for worship on Sundays to celebrate 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ (John 20:19; Acts 20:7).  In other words, the worship of the people 

of God was moved from the Sabbath (Saturday) to Sunday (the Lord’s day- Rev. 1:10) in light of the 
resurrection.   
  
 On the first day of the week, Paul exhorts the Christians in Corinth to set aside money for the 
needy saints in Jerusalem.  That way, when Paul comes, it will be easy to gather.  

 
 I believe there is a principal here.  Giving to those in need should be planned and systematic.    
When we give on a whim or haphazardly we usually don’t give that much.  I don’t think that many of 
us put money in our retirement accounts on a whim.  It is usually systematic…  
 
 We should consider giving to the needy on a regular basis.   

 
 By the way, 1 Cor. 16 has nothing to do with giving money to the general church budget.  This 
is often called tithing…  I prefer to call it generous giving.  What Paul is talking about in 1 Cor. 16 is 
something else.  He is talking specifically about giving money to Christians in need.   
 
 Application:   

 
 Fortunately, there is a way for you to give money systematically to help poor saints.  Explain 
benevolence fund… on the first Sunday of the month…   
 
 Where are the needy saints?  In Jerusalem!  
 How can they help the needy saints?  By giving systematically!    

 How else can they help the needy saints?  By giving proportionally.   

 1 Corinthians 16:2 (ESV) — 2 On the first day of every week, each of you is to put 
something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come.  

 

 1 Corinthians 16:2 (NIV84) — 2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set 
aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections 
will have to be made.   
 
 Paul’s point is that those who make more money should give more money…  those who make 
less money should give less money.  If God has blessed you financially he wants you to bless others. 
By the way the vast majority of you have been very blessed financially compared to most of the 

world.    
 

This is probably an application of Deuteronomy 15:13-14. 
 

  Where are the needy saints?  In Jerusalem!  
 How can they help the needy saints?  By giving systematically!    



How else can they help the needy saints?  By giving proportionally! 

 How else can they help the needy saints?  By demonstrating integrity.  

 1 Corinthians 16:3–4 (ESV) — 3 And when I arrive, I will send those whom you accredit by 
letter to carry your gift to Jerusalem. 4 If it seems advisable that I should go also, they will 

accompany me.  

 Paul says to the Corinthian church…,  “when I show up, I will send people from your church, 
whom you trust, to Jerusalem with the money you collected.  And if you guys think I should go with 
them, you let me know.  If not, I’m ok with that.”   
 

 Paul is doing all that he can to be above reproach.  He does not want to give anyone a reason 
or a chance to accuse him of stealing some of the money in route to Jerusalem.    
 

 One scholar writes,   
 

“In v. 3 Paul shows his pastoral wisdom, sensitivity, and awareness of the need for 

demonstrable, ‘public’ accountability.”  (Thiselton, 292)     
 
 Illustration:  Church in Portland ($85k) and church in Spokane ($150K)…   
 
  Application:  
 
 At GCF we do everything we can to be above board with our financial practices.  We think 

carefully about how the tithe money is counted, who can write checks, the number of signatures 
required on checks, who has credit cards, we scrutinize receipts, and we just passed a motion to 
create a team of non-paid members to audit our books on a regular basis.    
 

Most of the credit for this goes to our excellent administrator Steve Lady.   

 Where are the needy saints?  In Jerusalem!  
 How can they help the needy saints?  By giving systematically!    

How else can they help the needy saints?  By giving proportionally! 
How else can they help the needy saints?  By demonstrating integrity.  

 Why should they help the needy saints?  Because of grace.    

 1 Corinthians 16:3 (ESV) — 3 And when I arrive, I will send those whom you accredit by 
letter to carry your gift to Jerusalem.  

 The word for gift is the word for grace.  It is often translated grace.  This word would have 

reminded the Corinthians of God’s grace towards them.  

 
 Grace is God’s unmerited favor to those who deserve judgment.  God has freely given us an 
amazing gift in his son.  In light of this generosity Paul wants us to give.   
 
 Unfortunately, Paul’s word of grace was apparently not enough to motivate the Corinthians to 
give.  How do we know?   

 
 Paul is forced to returns to this topic in 2 Corinthians a little while later….   

 2 Corinthians 8:1–4, 9 (ESV) — 1 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God 
that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their 
abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 



3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own 
accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints—….  9 For you 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, 
so that you by his poverty might become rich.  

2 Corinthians 9:6 (ESV) — 6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  

Fortunately, Romans 15:26 demonstrates that the Corinthians ultimately decided to give to 
the needy saints in Jerusalem.    
 
 Application:  

 
 God is patient with us…   

 
 Ultimately, we give to those in need because God has given to us when we were in great 
need.  Preach gospel….    
 
 Every month you have an opportunity, motivated by God’s extravagant grace, to give money 

to our benevolence fund.  All this money is used to help needy saints in our community.   
 
 Recently we gave…   
 
 $770 to help a family pay for housing  
 $200 to help a family pay their utilities.  

 $3500 to help a family with medical bills.    
 $2000 to help a family with housing  
 $1800 to help a member with dental bills.   
 $1100 to help a member pay for much needed eye surgery  
 $1500 to help a family pay their bills.    
 $2000 to help a family pay for dental work  

 $1500 to help one of our missionaries buy a car when cash for his new car was stolen.  
 $10,000 to help a family with legal fees.   
 
 This is just the tip of the iceberg.  The list goes on and on….  
 
 Eye care, dental care, rent assistance, helping people buy cars, helping people buy groceries, 

giving people zero interest loans, etc…    
  
  These are not just numbers, these are members and attenders of GCF whose lives have been 
changed because you gave to the Deacons fund…  
 

 It is such a blessing to be able to give this money away…    
 

 Giving to needy saints is a testimony to the world of our love for one another (2 Cor. 9:12-
15).  Love is the greatest apologetic for Christianity.    
 
 GCF does an excellent job of helping the needy saints.  But I want us to grow even more…   
 
 Needy saints are not the only ones we are called to help…   this brings us to the next point.    

 
 First, the challenge of helping needy saints.  
 
Second, the challenge of helping gospel workers.   
 
 How can we help gospel workers?  By realizing a few things….     



  
 We must realize that gospel workers need money.    

 1 Corinthians 16:5–6 (ESV) — 5 I will visit you after passing through Macedonia, for I 
intend to pass through Macedonia, 6 and perhaps I will stay with you or even spend the winter, so 
that you may help me on my journey, wherever I go.  

 
 Paul is writing to the Corinthians from the town of Ephesus.  In verses 5-6 he informs them 
that he will be passing through Corinth in the near future during the winter months.  When he passes 
through he needs their help, so he asks for their help.    
 
 What kind of help?   

 

 “The verb translated help . . . means "to assist someone in making a journey . . . with food, 
money, by arranging for companions, means of travel, etc." (BDAG) 
 
 He asks for this kind of practical help often (Titus 3:13; 3 John 6; Acts 15:3; 2 Corinthians 
1:16; Romans 15:24).  He needs their financial support so that he can continue to plant churches.    

 

 GCF helps five gospel workers this way…   
 
 Our five missionaries (show pictures)   
 
 Read prayer requests…   
 

We can help them by giving to them financially….   10% of our budget goes to these gospel 
workers but they could also use your individual financial support.    

We must realize that gospel workers need money   
 
We must realize that gospel workers need prayer.  

 
1 Corinthians 16:7–9 (ESV) — 7 For I do not want to see you now just in passing. I hope to 

spend some time with you, if the Lord permits. 8 But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 for a 
wide door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many adversaries.  

Again, Paul writes to the Corinthian church from the town of Ephesus.  God is doing 

tremendous work through Paul in Ephesus.  When God is at work Satan feels threatened and often 

lashes out.  
 
Paul describes what happened to him and his friends while in Ephesus.  
 
Acts 19:23–34 (ESV) — 23 About that time there arose no little disturbance concerning the 

Way. 24 For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought no 

little business to the craftsmen. 25 These he gathered together, with the workmen in similar trades, 

and said, “Men, you know that from this business we have our wealth. 26 And you see and hear that 

not only in Ephesus but in almost all of Asia this Paul has persuaded and turned away a great many 

people, saying that gods made with hands are not gods. 27 And there is danger not only that this 

trade of ours may come into disrepute but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis may be 

counted as nothing, and that she may even be deposed from her magnificence, she whom all Asia 

and the world worship.” 28 When they heard this they were enraged and were crying out, “Great is 



Artemis of the Ephesians!” 29 So the city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed together into 

the theater, dragging with them Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were Paul’s companions in 

travel. 30 But when Paul wished to go in among the crowd, the disciples would not let him. 31 And 

even some of the Asiarchs, who were friends of his, sent to him and were urging him not to venture 

into the theater. 32 Now some cried out one thing, some another, for the assembly was in confusion, 

and most of them did not know why they had come together. 33 Some of the crowd prompted 

Alexander, whom the Jews had put forward. And Alexander, motioning with his hand, wanted to 

make a defense to the crowd. 34 But when they recognized that he was a Jew, for about two hours 

they all cried out with one voice, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!”  

 

Satan was resisting the work of God…  these missionaries needed protection.   

Application:  
 

Two of our missionaries are in countries that are not nearly as friendly to Christianity as 
America….  We need to pray for these brothers.   
 

Illustration:  Brent and Katie’s trials (Brent’s dad, Katie’s health, etc…)   
 

We must realize that gospel workers need money.  

 We must realize that gospel workers need prayer.  
 
 We must realize that gospel workers need encouragement.   

 1 Corinthians 16:10–12 (ESV) — 10 When Timothy comes, see that you put him at ease 
among you, for he is doing the work of the Lord, as I am. 11 So let no one despise him. Help him on 
his way in peace, that he may return to me, for I am expecting him with the brothers. 12 Now 

concerning our brother Apollos, I strongly urged him to visit you with the other brothers, but it was 
not at all his will to come now. He will come when he has opportunity.  
 
 Timothy is Paul’s young disciple.  He is traveling towards Corinth.  Paul instructs the 
Corinthians to encourage Timothy.  In verse 10 he tells them to “put him at ease”.  Furthermore, he 
tells the Corinthians to not despise him but help him on his way in peace.  The word help is the same 

verb used earlier and more than likely means financial help and practical help with his travel plans.   
 
 Why would they despise him?  Maybe his age (1 Tim. 4:12), maybe they preferred Apollos to 
Timothy. We don’t know for sure…  but the point is simply this.  Paul instructs the church in Corinth 
to do what they can to encourage and help this young gospel worker.   
 

 Gospel workers need encouragement because they get discouraged, lonely, and tired.   

 How can you encourage gospel workers?  
 

 Send one of our missionaries an email…   
 Visit one of our missionaries…  

 Send them a gift…   
 Tell them you are praying for them…     
 Keep giving generously to GCF…  
 Through your giving we pay for half of TSF.  
 Part of my job description is to organize a monthly pastor’s lunch…   
 What a blessing…   



 
  
 

 
We have looked at two challenges the Corinthian church faced…  
 

The challenge of helping needy saints.  
The challenge of helping gospel workers.  
 
GCF is to be commended in both of these areas.  You are a generous church with a heart for 

the needy and a heart for gospel workers.    
 

When Christ returns he will say to many of you, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”  
 
With that said, there is always room for growth.  Some of our missionaries need more support.  

There are needy saints in your small group who could use your help.    
 
God has been very generous to us, he has given us his son.  In light of this, lets redouble our 

efforts to help the needy saints and help gospel workers.  Lets pray…   


