
1 Corinthians 16-13-24 
Final exhortation  

 
Announcements  

 

If you are serving at Logan Camp this year, or are interested in serving, there will be a 
mandatory informational meeting on June 2 from 10am-12pm at the UGM chapel, located at the 
men's shelter.  
 

Adult Sunday school will continue through June 24th, breaking for July & August. Children’s 
Sunday school goes through the end of May…  during the month of June, while the adult class is still 

going John Kershinar will be organizing some supervised play for children ages 6-12. 

Graduation Recognition…  
 
Explain preaching schedule for next three series….  

Introduction:   
 
 This morning we conclude our series in 1 Corinthians.  
 

We called this series crazy in Corinth…  
 
 There were allot of crazy things happening at the church in Corinth…  lets quickly review…  

 
 The church was divided over its leaders 

 A few of the “saints” were guilty of incest.  

 Some of the “saints” were sueing each other.  

 Others were sleeping with prostitutes and proud of it.  

 They were confused about marriage, divorce, and remarriage.  

 They did not know how to handle food offered to idols.  

 Some of the saints were getting drunk at communion.   

 Spiritual gifts, especially the gift of tongues, was dividing the church.  

 Some were even denying the resurrection.  

  
There was a lot of crazy stuff going on in Corinth.  It is challenging to remember all the things 

he wrote about…  so, what should we focus on?   What really matters?   
 

In these closing words Paul refocuses the attention of the Corinthians on the basics…     
 
He gives them two sets of exhortations and one reminder…   

 
 Paul exhorts us to fight 

 Paul exhorts us to love  

 Paul reminds us to believe   
 
First, Paul exhorts us to fight!  
 

1 Corinthians 16:13–14 (ESV) — 13 Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be 
strong. 14 Let all that you do be done in love.  



 
These verses sound very similar to the words a general would speak to his soldiers just before 

they go into battle.   
  
Paul is not talking about fighting people with guns and tanks.  He is talking about the fight of 

faith.  The Christian life is a battle.   

 
Paul ends his first letter to Timothy in a similar fashion.  
  
1 Timothy 6:12 (ESV) — 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to 

which you were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses.  

 
 In 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 Paul gives several brief exhortations to help the Corinthians fight 
the good fight of faith.  Let’s briefly look at each one…   
 
 We fight by being watchful!  
 
 V. 13 “Be watchful”    

 
 This command to be watchful, be on your guard, or be alert is usually given in the context of 
Christ’s return (e.g., Mt 24:42–43; 25:13; 1Th 5:6, 10; Rev 3:2–3).  This means that part of fighting 
the good fight of faith is being ready all the time for the return of Christ.   
 

Do your actions and your lifestyle reflect that you are ready for Christ’s return today?  A 

soldier must always be ready.   
 
In addition…   

  
 We fight by standing firm in the faith!  

 

(v. 13)  “Be Watchful, stand firm in the faith…”    
 
 We must stand firm in our faith.  In other words, we must not let anyone, or anything move 
us away from whole heartedly affirming the core doctrines of Christianity.   

 
 Paul describes some of the core doctrines in 1 Cor. 15:3-4 

 
1 Corinthians 15:3–4 (ESV) — 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 

received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,  

 

It is hard to stand firm in the faith when so many contemporary voices encourage us to 
abandon our convictions… you have probably heard these voices, 

  
“Jesus can’t be the only way…”  
“How can you worship of God of wrath?”  
“All sincere people go to Heaven, right…”   
“The bible is full of errors and contradictions…”  
“Science has disproven God…”   

“The Bible’s morality is oppressive.”  
“Christian doctrine is so narrowminded” 
 
In the midst of these voices, Paul exhorts us to stand firm in the faith.  Don’t let yourself drift 

away… I have seen many drift away. (Andy…)   
 



BTW…  We can only stand firm when we are standing together…   
       
We fight by being watchful!   
We fight by standing firm in the faith!   
We fight by being courageous!  
 

(v. 13) “Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong…” 
 
 The verb translated “act like men” is only used once in the NT and is often translated “act like 
a brave man or be men of courage.”   
 
 One scholar writes,   

  
“This is the only place in the New Testament where the verb appears, yet the sense is 

sufficiently clear. No soldier in the army of Jesus Christ may be fainthearted; in his presence, there is 
no place for cowards and weaklings.” (Hendriksen) 

 
He follows the phrase “Act like men,” with the phrase “be strong…”  a similar idea.   
 

Being strong and courageous is often coupled in the OT. 
 
Deuteronomy 31:6 (ESV) — 6 Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of 

them, for it is the LORD your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you. 
 
See also (Deut. 31:6-7, 23; Josh. 1:6, 9, 18; 10:25; 2 Sam. 10:12; 1 Chr. 22:13; 28:20; 2 

Chr. 32:7; Ps. 26:14; 30:25) 
 
Courage is required in the Christian life…    
 
We fight the good fight of faith by being courageous…   
 

Sometimes this means giving up our lives…  
 
There have been more martyrs in the 20th century than the previous 19 centuries combined.   
 

One scholarly encyclopedia states,  
 

“…there were 45.4 million Christian martyrs in the 20th century and 69.4 million in all of 
Christian history (which would mean that 65% of all Christians martyred were martyred in the 20th 
century). (World Christian Encyclopedia: A Comparative Survey of Churches and Religions in the 
Modern World (2nd edition; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), 11.) 

 

The Christian life is a battle and we often take hills with our words.    
 

Illustration- recently getting my hair cut….  Afraid…   
 
It takes courage to tell a close friend about Jesus…   
It takes courage to confront a Christian friend in sin…   
It takes courage to speak up for Christ in your high school or college science classes…  
 

We need courage to fight the good fight of faith.    
 
We fight by being watchful.   
We fight by standing firm.  
We fight by being courageous.   
 



Illustration:   
 
How hard would you fight to survive?   
 
In 1972 a plane carrying 45 passengers flew through a nasty storm over the Andes.  Their 

plane clipped the top of a mountain peak in Argentina.  

 
The back half sheared off sending those at the rear of the plane tumbling to their deaths, and 

the front portion of the fuselage, minus any wings, shoot forwards like a torpedo over the ridge. 
 
By chance, it hit the downward slope on the other side at the exact angle that allowed it to 

become a tube-like sledge, hurtling down into a bowl before hitting a snowdrift and coming to rest. 

 
 Amazingly 24 of the passengers survived the crash.  But…  they were in the mountains… and 
way of course.  Their fight to survive was just beginning.   

 The plane was so far off course that the searchers looked in the wrong place. 

Plus, their white plane was invisible in the snowy blanket of the mountain. After ten days the 
search was called off…  

 
The survivors had no food or water and they were 10,000 feet above sea level in a remote 

mountain range.    
 
At this point, after several days they had to answer a question, “How hard would they fight for 

survival?”  They had to make a choice, either they die, or they eat the frozen bodies of their dead 
friends.   They decided to eat their dead frozen friends.   

 
I’m not advocating cannibalism…  but I do want us to see how hard these passengers were 

willing to fight to survive.  
 

 After 72 days of fighting for survival a few of the men hiked out and went back to rescue the 
rest of their friends in a helicopter.  
 
 Survival is often a battle…  
 

How hard are you willing to fight to survive in the Christian life?  It is a battle and sometimes 

the fighting is very intense.   We must fight to survive.   
 
We fight by being watchful.   
We fight by being firm.  
We fight by being courageous.   

 

We fight by through love….   
 
1 Corinthians 16:13–14 (ESV) — 13 Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be 

strong. 14 Let all that you do be done in love.  
 
Our weapons are not guns, tanks, and planes…  our primary weapon is love.  But what does 

this mean?    

 
This brings us to our second point.   
 
First, Paul exhorts us to fight!   

 
Second, Paul exhorts us to Love!    



 
Paul exhorts the Corinthians to love in verses 15-20…  There are three specific commands to 

do loving things in these verses…  we learn a few things about love from these commands.   
 
 Love is submissive!  

 1 Corinthians 16:15–16 (ESV) — 15 Now I urge you, brothers—you know that the 
household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves to 
the service of the saints— 16 be subject to such as these, and to every fellow worker and laborer.  
 
 Paul baptized Stephanus in Corinth (1:16).  He was the first convert in Corinth and Paul calls 
him the first fruits (literally).  Plus, they have devoted themselves to serving the other saints….   

  

 In light of this Paul tells the Corinthians to submit to him out of love…  submission is the way 
of the Christian.  
 
 To be a Christian is to be submissive.  
 

 We are all called to submit to our bosses, elders, and the civil authorities.  Children are called 

to submit to their parents and wives are called to submit to their husbands. (Eph 5:21, Romans 13:1, 
1 Peter 2:13, 1 Peter 5:5, Heb. 13:7,17).  
 
 We demonstrate love by submitting joyfully to others.   
  
 Application:   

 
Would others describe you as a submissive person?  Are you looking for ways to submit to 

others out of love?  Bosses, coaches, parents, teachers, pastors, the civil authorities…  this is love.   
 
Recently spoke to a teacher about one of my child’s behavior and I said to her. “Rest assured, 

we will always take the side of the teacher or coach against our children.”   

 
 Love is submissive!  

 Love shows honor!  

1 Corinthians 16:17–18 (ESV) — 17 I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus 

and Achaicus, because they have made up for your absence, 18 for they refreshed my spirit as well 

as yours. Give recognition to such people.  
 

 These three men from Corinth visited Paul while he was in Ephesus and brought reports from 
the church in Corinth…  they refreshed Paul’s spirit…   
 

 Paul tells the Corinthians to recognize such people.  Other translations say, “acknowledge such 
men” (using a present imperative, which means “keep recognizing such people”; NIV, “such men 
deserve recognition”).  
 
 We honor others out of love…  
 
 Romans 12:9–10 (ESV) — 9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is 

good. 10 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.  
 
 Husbands are you honoring your wives?  
 Children are you honoring your parents?  
 Are we honoring one another?    



 Love is submissive!  
 Love shows honor!  
 
 Love is affectionate!   

 1 Corinthians 16:19–20 (ESV) — 19 The churches of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and 

Prisca, together with the church in their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord. 20 All the 
brothers send you greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss.  
 
 Aquila and Prisca showed Paul hospitality when he first came to Corinth (Acts 18:2).  He 
stayed with them for 18 months while he ministered in Corinth…  they helped Paul with his ministry.  
They were close.   

 

 Paul commands the Corinthians to greet these people and give them a holy kiss…  a holy kiss 
was a first century way of showing affection.  It was usually a kiss on each check.  Many cultures in 
the middle east still do this.  We don’t…  so don’t try!!!  Especially you single guys.   
 
 But we can still show affection with a hearty handshake, or an appropriate hug, etc…   

 Love is submissive, love shows honor, and love is affectionate.   
 
 Paul exhorts the Corinthians to love…    
  
 Application:   
 

 Can you imagine a community where the older saints were constantly being honored?  
Can you imagine a community where everyone was constantly looking for ways to submit to 

each other?  
Can you imagine a community of warm, genuine, physical affection, that was not weird?   
 
This is the community of the trinity…    

 
This is the community of heaven…   
 
This is supposed to describe the church of Jesus Christ.  

 
 How do we get this type of community?  

 
By focusing on the cross of Jesus Christ…  there is no better display of Christian love than the 

cross of Jesus Christ.   There we see submission, honor, and affection.  
 
If you want to grow in love, you must fix your gaze firmly on the cross.   

 
This brings us to our last point…  

 
 First, Paul exhorts us to fight.  
 Second, Paul exhorts us to love.  
 
Third, Paul reminds us to believe!  
 

 Believe what?  Believe the gospel…!!!   Why?   
 
 Believing the gospel frees us from the curse! 

1 Corinthians 16:21–22 (ESV) — 21 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. 22 If 
anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed. Our Lord, come!  



 
If we don’t believe the gospel, which leads to love for the lord Jesus Christ, we will be cursed.  

 
 The bible makes it very clear in both the Old and New Testament that everyone who disobeys 
God’s laws will be cursed by God.  This may sound harsh…  it is not.  God has done nothing but bless 
us, and when we disobey his commands he is deeply offended.   

 
 But there is good news…  Christ took the curses of God for us.   
 
 Galatians 3:13 (ESV) — 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”—  

Application:  

 
One’s relationship to the lord Jesus Christ is insanely important.  There is nothing that matters 

more than how you relate to Jesus.  
 

Believing the gospel frees us from the curse…  

 Believing the gospel brings us hope.  

 1 Corinthians 16:22 (ESV) — 22 If anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed. 
Our Lord, come!  
 
 It is easy to miss the significance of the last three words of verse 22.  They strongly imply 

very good news.    
  
 Paul prays “our lord, come!”  This Aramaic prayer was part of the liturgy of the early church.   
It is literally pronounced maranatha and it means come lord Jesus.   
 
 Christians can pray for the return of Christ because Christ promised to return.  The promise of 

Christ’s return is part of the good news of the gospel and it brings incredible hope.   
 
 Since Christ died and rose from the grave we know he will return.  This is the saints great 
hope.  Believing the gospel brings hope!  
 
 Illustration:   

 

In the 1970s a movie came out called “Heaven can wait.”  It was reasonably popular.   
 
The movie tells the fictitious story of a football player.  He is a quarterback in the NFL.  All he 

wants his whole life is to play in the Super Bowl.   This was his dream in grade school, junior high, 
high school, and college.  He finally arrives in the NFL.  He has worked very hard.  His team worked 

hard. They make it to the playoffs.  They keep winning.  They make it to the divisional championship 
game and they win.  The next game is the super bowl.  He can see it, he can almost taste it, he can 
nearly touch it.  The thing he has wanted more than anything in his whole life is within reach….  
Unfortunately, a few hours before the super bowl he dies in a car accident.  Its Hollywood, so of 
course he goes to heaven.  When he gets there, he is very disappointed because he does not want to 
miss the big game.  So, he asks God to send him back.    

 

Here is my analysis of the movie…  this would never happen.  The joy of heaven 10,000 times 
stronger than the joy produced by winning ten super bowls.   

 
Believing the gospel brings us hope.  the hope of heaven…  come lord Jesus!  
 

 



Believing the gospel frees us from the curse.  
Believing the gospel brings us hope.  

 Believing the gospel brings us grace.    

 1 Corinthians 16:23–24 (ESV) — 23 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 24 My love 

be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.  
 
 When we believe the gospel, we enter into the realm of grace.  The apostle Paul says in the 
book of Romans that we are literally swimming in or surrounded by grace (Romans 5:1-2).   
 
 The grace of Jesus Christ gives us the strength to do what God demands.  Christianity is not a 

system, philosophy, or religion of doing better and trying harder.  Christianity is strength for the 
weak.  It is grace for the graceless.  

 
 The gospel of Jesus Christ, the good news of his life, death, and resurrection assures us that 
we will have the grace or strength to do what God requires.    
 
 Paul begins and ends with grace… (1:3, 16:23)   

 
 1 Corinthians 1:3 (ESV) — 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

 1 Corinthians 16:23 (ESV) — 23 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.  

Grace gets the last word.   

The church in Corinth had many problems…  so do we, but we have the grace of the lord Jesus 
Christ to transform us…    

  
Conclusion:  

 
 In 1 Corinthians 16:13-24 we read Paul’s closing words to the Corinthians.  He takes them 
back to the basics.   
 

He exhorts them to fight, to love, and he reminds them to believe…  
 

We must fight, we must love, and we must keep on believing.  Lets pray…  
  
 


