
1 Corinthians 7-17-24 

Calling and contentment 

  

Sermon introduction:   

 
The Puritan pastor Jeremiah Burroughs wrote a little book called, “The Rare Jewel of Christian 

Contentment.”  
 

It is an intriguing title...  the title says that contentment is a rare Jewel.   In fact, it is an 
extremely rare jewel.  Not only is it hard to find it is hard to hold onto.  

 
One author said that we live in a Culture of more…  we always want more.  at least I do…  

 
We are the only country in the history of the world that has a billion-dollar storage industry.  

Why?  Because we have so much stuff.     
 

We want more money, more food, more clothes, a better car, a bigger house, a better career, 
more books, more furniture, a better city, a better church, more vacations.   

 
Marketing fuels our discontentment…  everywhere we look marketers are telling us that we will 
not be happy until we have their product or more of their product.        

 
Is there hope for you and me?  can we find the rare jewel of Christian contentment?  Yes…   

 
This brings us to our passage this morning.    Our passage deals with a very specific type of 

discontentment.  The discontentment with our season of life or our calling.   
 

Paul continues the theme he started earlier in chapter 7.  Paul tells the person who is married to 
a Christian spouse to stay married to their Christian spouse and if they are married to a non-

Christian spouse stay married to the non-Christian spouse.  In other words, be content with your 
current situation…  now he expands this discussion and gives a few more examples.   

 
Here is the main point…  

 
We can be content in life regardless of our calling, since we have been called to Christ.  

 
 To help us understand this we will look at two things…   

 
 Called to God   

 Called to contentment  
 Called to faithfulness   
 

First, called to God      
 

 What does it mean to be called to God? 
 

 The word for call/called is used 8 times in our passage…    

 1 Corinthians 7:17–24 (ESV) — 17 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has 

assigned to him, and to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 18 Was 



anyone at the time of his call already circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of 
circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. 

19 For neither circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the 
commandments of God. 20 Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called. 21 

Were you a bondservant when called? Do not be concerned about it. (But if you can gain your 
freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) 22 For he who was called in the Lord as a 

bondservant is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a bondservant 
of Christ. 23 You were bought with a price; do not become bondservants of men. 24 So, 

brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God.  

 The word called/calling is used 8 times in our passage.  In every case except one, the first 

one, it refers to god calling us to himself. 
 

 God made a choice in eternity past before you were born to call you to himself (Romans 
8:30).   When did he call you?  He called you by the holy spirit when you read your bible, heard 

a sermon, or talked with a friend.   
 

 We see a beautiful picture of God calling someone to himself in Acts 16.  Paul is preaching 
and Lydia responds.   

 Acts 16:14 (ESV) — 14 One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of 
Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to 
pay attention to what was said by Paul.   

 Application:   

 When God calls us to himself some amazing things happen.    

 “When God calls people in this powerful way, he calls them “out of darkness into his 
marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9); he calls them “into the fellowship of his Son” (1 Cor. 1:9; cf. Acts 

2:39) and “into his own kingdom and glory” (1 Thess. 2:12; cf. 1 Peter 5:10; 2 Peter 1:3). 
People who have been called by God “belong to Jesus Christ” (Rom. 1:6). They are called to “be 

saints” (Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2), and have come into a realm of peace (1 Cor. 7:15; Col. 3:15), 
freedom (Gal. 5:13), hope (Eph. 1:18; 4:4), holiness (1 Thess. 4:7), patient endurance of 

suffering (1 Peter 2:20–21; 3:9), and eternal life (1 Tim. 6:12).”  (Grudem, 692)   
 

 Trust me, you want to answer this call!!!    
 

 Illustration:   
 

This calling is a summons that brings about the response that the caller desires…  
 

Theologians call this effectual calling…  it is effective.   
 

 This is not like calling your kids to have them clean up their room, it is like calling them to 
come and stuff their faces full of candy and play video games…   they will respond to the second 
call.    

 
 This is the most important call you will ever receive.   

 
 Illustration:  

 



 Have you ever received a really important phone call?  When I was a senior in college I 
got engaged.  Since I got engaged I felt pressure to find a job, like a career job, before the 

wedding. The job I wanted most was a job with State Farm Insurance.  I applied, took some 
tests, and had some interviews in Seattle.  Then I went back to Pullman to wait for the phone 

call.  This was back before cell phones.  I shared a phone with two other guys.  The phone was 
in their room not mine…  every day after class I ran home and looked to see if the phone light 

was blinking.  Why?  A blinking light meant that SF may have called and left a message.  If the 
light was blinking a threw everything down, picked up the phone, and retrieved my voice mails.  

Day after day I waited and I waited for the call.   Then one day the call finally came….  
 

 This phone call seemed really important at the time.  Maybe you have had some really 
important phone calls; Kids calling to tell you about the birth of your first grandchild, a long lost 

friend calling after many years apart, a call from you parent on Christmas, etc…   All these calls 
are important but no call, no matter how important, brings news as good as being called by God 

almighty.  When God calls us He calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light.   
 

When God calls us everything in our lives changes.  This often raises some important 
questions…  should I keep my job or should I become a missionary…  should I move to Kansas 

City, or should I stay here.  This brings us to our second point…   
 
 First, called to God.   

 
Second, called to contentment  

 
 What often tempts us to be discontent?  Our current calling.   

 1 Corinthians 7:17 (ESV) — 17 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has 
assigned to him, and to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches.  

 I mentioned earlier that the word calling is used 8 times in our text.  Seven times, calling 
refers to God calling us savingly/efficaciously to himself.  But the first time the word is used in 

our text it refers to a different type of calling.  It refers to our vocation, our job, or our station in 
life.   The word vocation comes from the Latin word for calling.    

 God savingly calls some to himself but God sovereignly calls all of us to specific jobs, 
stations, or seasons of life.   

 Pastors, teachers, homemaker, painter, lawyer, programmer, nurse, student, children, 
parents, doctors, siblings, etc…  

 Some of the Christians in Corinth were uncircumcised when they were called.  Others 
were slaves when they were called.  They wondered, what should we do, now that we are 

Christians?   

 Paul addresses both situations…      

 1 Corinthians 7:18–20 (ESV) — 18 Was anyone at the time of his call already 
circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of 
his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. 19 For neither circumcision counts for 

anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God. 20 Each one should 
remain in the condition in which he was called.  



 Some were circumcised (v. 18) and wondering if they should get uncircumcised.  Paul 
says, “don’t seek to get uncircumcised, yes this was possible…”    

 some were uncircumcised (v. 18b) and wondering if they should get circumcised.  Paul 
says, “don’t get circumcised…”    

 1 Corinthians 7:21–24 (ESV) — 21 Were you a bondservant when called? Do not be 
concerned about it. (But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) 22 For 

he who was called in the Lord as a bondservant is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was 
free when called is a bondservant of Christ. 23 You were bought with a price; do not become 

bondservants of men. 24 So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him 
remain with God.  

 Some were slaves (v. 21a) and wondering if they should seek freedom…  Paul says, if you 
can gain your freedom great, but if not don’t worry about it…    

Keep in mind that Greco roman slavery was not like the slavery in the American south 
before the civil war.   Slaves were on the bottom rung of the social ladder but they still got paid, 

had considerable freedom, had all their basic needs met, they had some rights, and many 
purchased their freedom.  People often sold themselves into slavery (by choice) because they 

liked the benefits. (Fee, 319)  

BTW…   It is because of verse 21 and other verses like it (But if you can gain your 

freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity) that Christianity has led the charge in abolishing 
slavery.   

Here is Paul’s point…   

Be content with the station of life or calling that God has placed you in; whether married 
to a non-Christian, circumcised, or a slave.    

This is hard, isn’t it???   

 illustration:  

 
 One pastor writes about social media effects his sense of calling and his contentment.  He 

writes,  

“Sometimes I get jealous of your calling. And sometimes I confuse your calling with my 

calling. As I scroll through my newsfeed, I see you doing big, exciting things for God. Maybe 
you’re doing missions, maybe you’re writing a book, maybe you’re leading an amazing Bible 

study at your church; maybe your church has some crazy cool new program. Meanwhile, I am at 
home doing small, seemingly unimportant things – taking kids to school and going to work and 

going to church on Sunday. Nothing big; nothing that’s going to get lots of “likes” and 
“retweets.” It’s kind of depressing. I get jealous. I want your calling. I want to do those fun, 

amazing, big, fast things. I want big, now, cool things for God. Quiet is boring. Mundane seems 
lame. I feel pathetic and purposeless. Social media stretches me beyond my calling. It makes 

me want people and places and things that God has called you to and not me.” 

Social media often generates discontent in all our lives, especially in regards to where god 

has currently placed us.   



Application:  
 

God calls us to be content with our current calling…   
 

 He mentions this three times…  

 1 Corinthians 7:17 (ESV) — 17 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has 

assigned to him, and to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches.  

1 Corinthians 7:20 (ESV) — 20 Each one should remain in the condition in which he 

was called.  

1 Corinthians 7:24 (ESV) — 24 So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, 

there let him remain with God.   

What is your current calling?  

 
Wife, mother, homemaker, student, father, child, college student, mother of young 

children, mother of teens, lawyer, engineer, teacher, software developer, etc…   
 

This is the setting that God has placed you in.   
 

Leon Morris,  “conversion is not the signal to leave one’s occupation (unless it is clearly 
incompatible with Christianity) and seek something more ‘spiritual.’  All of life is God’s.  We 
should serve God where we are until he calls us elsewhere.” (Morris, 111)  

 
John Calvin, “Paul says it makes no difference to God what a person’s means to 

livelihood is on this world.” (Calvin’s commentaries, 155)  
 

The calling that God has given you specifically is the place where God calls you to live 
your life with the skills he has given you.  He has placed you there for a very specific reason.   

 
Sometimes our callings are hard.   

 
BB Warfield…  story…   

 
BB Warfield’s wife was struck by lighting on their honeymoon… she became an invalid for 

life.  Warfield, for the rest of his life, was never more than a few hours away from her.  
 

 How can we be content with our current calling?  By remembering our ultimate 
calling.  

 
 I’m convinced that one of the main reasons we are discontent is because we root our 

identity in the wrong calling.   
 
 We root our identity in our earthly calling not our heavenly calling.    

  
 When we look for our identity in our earthly callings and all the things that surround our 

earthly calling we will not be satisfied. Ever!!!  Our callings were never meant to satisfy us.  
 

 Then what should define us?  Not our earthly callings but our heavenly callings….  Being 
called by God, being called a child of God, being called a forgiven child of God.     

 



 Nothing can compare with the joy we can experience in knowing Jesus right now!!! 
 

Our identity is not rooted in what we can do for God in our callings, but what God has 
done for us in Christ.  

 
You can leave the office, or the boardroom, or the kitchen, or the classroom and say, “no 

matter how well I did in there today, or how poorly I did, my joy is not rooted in that 
performance, it is rooted in being called by God.     

 
Some callings are tough, some seasons are tough, Life is short…  the best is yet to come 

for Christians, hang in there…    
 

Does this mean that we can never change careers or seek to better ourselves?  Of course 
not…  Paul is simply making the point that we should have a good reason to pursue a different 

calling.  The Corinthians didn’t.  Furthermore, most people in world history could not change 
their callings.  But, If you can better yourself and not compromise God’s will, do it.   

 
I get that I’m called to be content….  But how can I be faithful to God in my current 

calling?  This brings us to our last point…   
 
Called to God  

Called to contentment  
 

Third, called to faithfulness   
 

 How can we be faithful in our earthly calling?  By obeying Christ’s commands!  

 1 Corinthians 7:18–19 (ESV) — 18 Was anyone at the time of his call already 

circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of 
his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. 19 For neither circumcision counts for 

anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God.  

 Paul says, whether you are circumcised or uncircumcised does not matter.  They don’t 

count for anything?  Why?  We live under the new covenant.  We are no longer bound by old 
covenant laws like circumcision.    

 All that matters now, is obeying the commands of God.   Obviously not all of God’s 
commands, since that would include circumcision…. So which ones?  The law of Christ, that is 

the commands of the New Covenant.    

 These are summarized in the great commandment…  love God and love your neighbor as 

yourself.   

 In other words, you can be faithful in your earthly calling by loving God and loving 

neighbor.  It is amazing how many situations this covers in every calling!!!   

 How can we be faithful in our earthly callings?  By obeying Christ’s commands!  

 How else can we be faithful in our earthly calling?  By embracing Christ’s yoke!    

 1 Corinthians 7:21–24 (ESV) — 21 Were you a bondservant when called? Do not be 
concerned about it. (But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) 22 For 

he who was called in the Lord as a bondservant is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was 



free when called is a bondservant of Christ. 23 You were bought with a price; do not become 
bondservants of men. 24 So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him 

remain with God.  

 Paul’s logic…  were you a free person when called by God?  Now you are a slave of Christ.  

Were you a slave when you were called?  Now you are free in Christ.   
 

 Before conversion we were enslaved to many things… slavery to sin, slavery to the law, 
slavery to the world, slavery to the devil, and slavery to death (Eph. 2:1-3).   

 
 Jesus Christ paid for our freedom with his own blood.  Now we are free from all these 

things.   
 

 1 Corinthians 6:20 (ESV) — 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your 
body.  

 Since Christ paid for our freedom we now belong to him, body and soul. 
   

Luther’s famous quote captures this so well…   
 

“A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none.  A Christian is a perfectly dutiful 
servant of al, subject to all.”  
 

 
 Mark Dever, “There is both a liberation and a servitude that all Christians share.” (Dever, 

75)  
 

 We are free in Christ…  no longer enslaved to the flesh, the world, and the devil.   
 

We are slaves of Christ.  Whatever he says, we do…     
   

 How do we live faithfully in our callings?  By remembering that we are slaves of Christ, we 
belong to him, and we must obey his commands.   

 
 

 Conclusion:   
 

 We looked at three things…  
 

 Called to God  
 Called to contentment  

 Called to faithfulness  
 
 Do you remember Augustin’s famous prayer?  

  
“Thou hast made us for Thyself and our hearts are restless, Lord, till they find their rest in 

Thee.”   
 

Our hearts will be restless if we look to our calling to satisfy us.  We will only find rest for 
our souls when we realize that being called to Christ is what ultimately defines us.  

 



Matthew 11:28–29 (ESV) — 28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  

Lets pray…  
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