
 

In the fullness of time! 

Advent 2, 2018  

 

Galatians 4:1–7 (ESV) — 1 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he 

is the owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. 3 In the 

same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4 But when 

the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those 

who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent 

the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 

son, then an heir through God. 

 

Prayer for illumination:  please join me in prayer…    

 

Sermon introduction:   

 

 Have you ever heard a familiar song on the radio at Starbucks or the auto parts store, but you couldn’t 

quit place it?  Maybe you thought, “I recognize this song… but I can’t remember who sings it, is it Men at 

Work or Men without hats?”  Five years ago, you had no way of knowing.  It was terribly frustrating.  Now, due 

to some amazing technology, when you hear a song you don’t know, you can hold up your phone and press the 

Shazam app and within a few seconds your phone will tell you exactly what song it is, who sings it, and how to 

buy it.  Amazing!!!  How many of you have done this?   

 

 Have you ever stopped to wonder how amazing this technology is???  You should.  It is amazing!  Think 

of how many millions of songs have been written.  Think of the millions of different combinations of voices, 

beats, melodies, and harmonies.  Somehow Shazam is able, within seconds, to figure out the exact song you are 

listening to.  It has never failed me (classical, country, hip hop, rap, jazz, etc…)  How does the Shazam 

technology work?  I googled it and read about two paragraphs of totally geeked out code speak and gave up.  It 

is complicated.  But I’m still amazed.   

 

 But I bet that most of you aren’t.  Why?  It’s just another app.  There are thousands of apps that do cool 

things.  “Dave, calm down!”   

 

Sadly, we are so familiar with cool apps that we are no longer amazed.  We all have cool apps on our 

phones.  It takes allot to amaze us with something after we have grown familiar with it.   

 

This brings us to Christmas…   

 

Most of us are so familiar with the Christmas story, specifically the incarnation, that we are no longer 

amazed.  We see pictures of baby Jesus and wonder if we have any more Cougar Gold Cheese in our 

refrigerator.   We know we are supposed to be amazed at Christmas time, but we are not.  Instead, some of you 

are anxious, lonely, sad, discouraged, and hopeless.   

 

This morning I want us to slow down and ponder the incarnation for a few moments.  This will help us 

regain the wonder of Christmas and fill our hearts with Joy!  This brings us to Galatians 4.   

 

We will look at two aspects of the incarnation…  

 

The motive for the incarnation  

The result of the incarnation.   

 

First, the motive of the incarnation 



 

 What motivated the incarnation?  Love!  

 Galatians 4:4 (ESV) — 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,.. 

 I want to highlight the last phrase-  “God sent forth his son”   

  

 This phrase proves that God the Father loves sinners.  He sent his son to take on flesh!  It is so easy to 

think that God the father is the angry member of the trinity and God the son is the loving member of the trinity.   

After all, the Father’s wrath is mentioned over 500 times in the Bible.   

 

 Sometimes some of us, if we are honest, think that God the Father is ready to pounce on us at any 

moment.  He is looking for an excuse to make our lives miserable.  Surely, he does not want us to have any fun, 

enjoy a glass of wine, watch a ball game, go fishing, or laugh.   

 

Illustration: (Running lines at Comstock) When some of us think of God, we think of our mean junior 

high principal, or the cop who pulled us over for our last ticket, or the angry coach who used to make us run all 

the time because we could never measure up.   

 

 Yes, God the father is a God of wrath, but he is more loving than any of us can imagine.  He sent the 

son, this was his idea and the son agreed to come.    

 

By the way notice that Paul says that God sent his son.   This was God’s one and only son, the son 

whom he had perfect fellowship with, the son whom he had known for all eternity.  God did not have other 

sons, he had one son.   

 

 Illustration:  This was the opposite of “Saving Private Ryan.”  During WWII an American family sent 

all four of their boys to war.  It was the Patriotic thing to do.  Three of the boys died in Battle.  The American 

government wanted to honor this family by saving there only surviving son.  He was private Ryan.  So, they 

sent out some soldiers to find him on the European theatre of war and bring him home.  Why?  They wanted 

this family to have at least one son.  It was too terrible to have all their sons die.  At least one would survive.  

God the father had only one son, and he sent him into battle, motivated by love knowing that his enemies would 

crucify him.   

 

 What motivated the incarnation?  Love!!!  God loves sinners.  

 

 Application:  When do you doubt God’s love???    

 

Maybe after you did something really bad?  (God sent his son to die for really bad people)  

 

 Maybe when life circumstances are really hard?    

 

In the incarnation the Father says “Joe, Alice, Sam, insert your name- I love you!”    

 

Yes, life can be difficult, but we know God loves us because he sent his son to die for us.   

 

 What motivated the incarnation? Love!   

 

 What else motivated the incarnation?  Humility!  

 Galatians 4:4 (ESV) — 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman,… 



 The phrase “born of a woman” is utterly breathtaking when we consider whom we are talking about.    

 

Jesus Christ is the maker of all things (130/50 billion galaxies according to some).   

He spoke, and the universe came into existence.   

He knows all things actual and possible (he knows what would have happened this morning if you had 

chosen to eat Wheaties instead of frosted flakes and then skipped church to go for a run)  

Furthermore, he is everywhere present in the universe.  

He invented the people who invented Calculus, Tesla cars, and nuclear energy!!!    

 

As JD Greear says- When it comes to Jesus it is impossible to exaggerate!  

 

It is really hard to illustrate Christ’s humility at this point because all illustrations break down!  

 

-humans becoming ants,  

-humans becoming fleas,  

-humans becoming single celled organisms, etc… 

 

the problem with these illustrations is that these distances are all finite. They can be measured.  The 

distance between us and God is infinite, it can’t be measured.     

  

One author writes,   

 

“Unimaginably, the Maker of all things shrank down, down, down so small as to become an ovum, a 

single fertilized egg barely visible to the naked eye, an egg that would divide and re-divide until a fetus took 

shape, enlarging cell by cell inside a nervous teenager…   The God who roared, who could order armies and 

empires about like pawns on a chessboard, this God emerged in Palestine as a baby who could not speak or eat 

solid food or control his bladder, who depended on a teenager for shelter, food, and love.”  (Yancey, 36)   

 

 What was the mode of the incarnation?  Humility  

 

 Application: 

  

How would you describe God?  I hope the word humility comes to mind!  

 

We are called to imitate Christ’s humility?  This means that we are called to lives of humble, dirty, 

undignified service.   

 

No job is too messy, no job is too low, and no task is too menial. 

 

I understand the motive of the incarnation, but what was the result?  This brings us to the second point…      

 

 First, the motives of the incarnation.  

 

Second, the results of the incarnation  

 

 We will look at a few results…   

 

 What was the first result of the incarnation?  Representative obedience 

 Galatians 4:4–5 (ESV) — 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law,… 



 Christ had to be fully God to save us and we see this in the first part of verse 4.  “God sent forth his son” 

implying the preexistence and co-eternality of the son with the Father.   But Christ also had to be fully man to 

save us.   And we see this in the last part of verse 4 where we read that he was “Born of a woman”.  

 

But why did Christ have to be fully human to save us???  He had to be fully human because he had to 

live under the law as our representative.  This brings us to the phrase, “born under law.”   

 

 God gave laws to mankind.  There are 613 laws in the OT.  These laws are summarized in the New 

Testament with the law of love.   Loving God and loving neighbor.  Obeying these laws leads to freedom.  

Unfortunately, we think we know better than God and we break his laws.  

 

We love ourselves more than God.   

We love ourselves more than our neighbors.  

We are proud.  

We are anxious.  

We lie.  

We lust and covet.  

 

Objections…  

 

I’m not as bad as the guy next to me.  God requires perfection.  

 

My good deeds will outweigh my bad deeds.  God requires perfection.   

 

Here is the good news.      

 

Jesus was born under the laws that we were born under expect he obeyed every law perfectly on our 

behalf.   

 

He always loved God.  

He was always humble.  

He never coveted.  

He never complained.  

He was never jealous of others.  

He gave his money away freely.    

 

 Christ came as a baby born under law to earn for his brothers and sisters a perfect record of obedience.   

 

 Furthermore, “born under law” means that Christ subjected himself to the penalty of the law even 

though he was perfect.  The penalty for breaking God’s law is death.  Jesus is the only person who did not have 

to die but he died for us as our representative so that we could go free.    

 

 Christ was born under law in order to obey the law on our behalf and pay the law’s penalty on our 

behalf.   

 

 Application:   

 

 Did you get angry this week?  

 Were you anxious?   

 Maybe you failed to trust God for something?  

 Did you sinfully compare yourself to your more attractive sister or more musical brother!  

 Maybe lied to your teacher, parent, or spouse?   



 

 If you’re a Christian no matter what you have done or will do, God sees you as perfect because Christ 

was born under law.     

 

 What was one result of the incarnation?  Representative obedience!   

 

 What is another result of the incarnation? Redemption!  

Galatians 4:4–5 (ESV) — 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law,… 

 Christ was born of a virgin in the little town of Bethlehem to redeem those under the law.  In the ancient 

world to redeem someone was to liberate him from slavery by paying a ransom price.  Before you and I were 

Christians we were enslaved the elementary principles of this world according to verse 3. 

 

 What were the elementary principles mentioned in Galatians 4:3 and 4:9? 

 

 One scholar writes, “for (the) Jews (it) would be the Mosaic law and for Gentiles the basic concepts of 

their pagan religions. But the additional overtones of demonic bondage in this phrase should not be ignored;” 

(ESVSB) 

 

 We were in bondage to law keeping, sin, and susceptible to demonic oppression.   

  

 Jesus paid a great cost to purchase our freedom.  He died for our freedom and paid for us with his blood.   

His perfect life, his death, and his resurrection secure our freedom.  We are free from legalistic bondage, we are 

free from the enslaving power of sin, and we are free from demonic oppression.   

  

 Illustration:   

 

Listen to this true story…  

 

 “for several years now i have been struggling with weight loss. i have had eating disorders like crazy for 

a while now. the only reason i stopped was because i developed a health problem. since i recovered it is hard to 

lose weight the "healthy" way. i find myself wanting to starve myself, or wanting to drink nothing but chicken 

broth like i used to. i have gained 10 pounds in the last year and i hate it! my boyfriend knows about my past 

and keeps an eye on my eating habits…   it is sooo tempting to get back into my old habits. its like a drug 

almost. im addicted to losing weight!” (Weight loss blog)  

   

 This person is enslaved to sin.  And sin is a horrible slave master!  It will beat you, whip you, and 

destroy you.   it is never satisfied.  

 

Application:  what are you enslaved to?   

 

Fear of man?   

Anxiety?  

Sports?  

A substance (drugs, alcohol, etc…)  

Porn?   

Love of money?    

 

Jesus Christ was born of a virgin, lived, died and rose again to redeem us from slavery!!!  Do you need 

help?  Look to Christ.   Maybe you need to see one of GCF’s counselors.  They will help you look to Christ.    



 

 What were the results of the incarnation?   

 

First, Representative obedience!   

 Second, Redemption!  

 

 The 3rd result of the incarnation is Adoption!  

 Galatians 4:4–5 (ESV) — 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 

sons.  

 Through the incarnation God has turned slaves into children.  Not only has he released us from captivity, 

he has brought us into his family.    

 

 In the ANE when a wealthy couple was childless, they would adopt a responsible and hard-working 

young man to inherit their estate.   This young man would get everything when they died.   

  

 Why did God adopt us?  Not because we were responsible and hard working.  God adopted us when we 

were his enemies enslaved to the devil.  

 

 Now that we are adopted children of God…  

  

 God the son becomes our brother  

 God the father provides for us  

 God the father disciplines us 

 God the father urges us to ask him for things in prayer  

 God the father will never leave or forsake us   

 God the father works all things for our good  

 God the father guarantees that we will inherit what his son earned.  

 

 You can see why many theologians call adoption the greatest blessing of salvation. 

 

 Justification is amazing.  

 Redemption is amazing.  

 But adoption is even better.  Why?  It is very personal.    

 

But how do we know we are God’s children?  The spirit’s testimony!   

Galatians 4:5–7 (ESV) — 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 

adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 

Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.    

 God the Father wants us to know that he is our Father, so he sends his Spirit to testify to us that we are 

God’s children.   

 

Romans 8:15–16 (ESV) — 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 

have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears 

witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 

 

In both texts the word “cry” is an intense word…  it is laden with passion and emotion!    

 



When the Spirit testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children it can be an intense emotional 

experience.    

 

Illustration-  Lawn mower experience…  

 

 Application-     

 

 How do we know we are children of God?  The Spirit testifies with our Spirit (Qualify this)  

 

 Pray for this…   

 

 We have looked at two amazing aspects of the incarnation!    

 

Conclusion:   

 

Have you ever wondered how wifi (wireless fidelity) works?   Sometimes I email my wife a video or a 

document when she is sitting five feet away from me with her computer open.  I hit send and my word 

document leaves my computer and floats through the air towards our router.   Who knows where it goes after 

that, but it eventually comes back through our router and flies through the air (invisibly) towards Heidi’s ipad 

and shows up in her inbox.   This is amazing.  If I could go back in time 100 years and describe this to someone, 

he or she would probably surmise that I ate too many paint chips as a child.    

 

When we fail to stop and ponder the amazing things all around us we lose a sense of wonder.     

 

I hope none of us lose that sense of wonder when we think about the incarnation this Holiday Season.  

Lets pray…   

 


