
Soli deo gloria 
Romans 11:31-33 

 
1. Introduction:  

a. Why did God create rainbows and sunsets?  

b. Why did God create humming birds?   
c. Why did God create billions of galaxies?   
d. Why did God create planet earth?   

e. Why did God create the universe?     
f. Why did God create human beings?  
g. This leads to a larger question… Why are we alive?  What is our purpose?    

h. Have you ever stopped to think about this, really think about this?     
i. This is a very important question because the answer to this question has 

radical implications for your life.  

 
j. This brings us to this morning’s topic and the last sermon in our current 

series (Reformation 500: five doctrines that changed the world).  

 
i. This fall we are celebrating the 500th anniversary of the protestant 

reformation by looking at the five key doctrines of the reformation.   

1. Sola scriptura  
2. Solus christus  
3. Sola fide  

4. Sola gratia  
5. Soli deo Gloria   

 

k. This morning will we focus on Soli deo Gloria.  All that God does, he does for 
his glory alone.  Soli deo gloria is the culmination of the first four solas and 
the conclusion of our series.    

 
l. To help us understand soli deo Gloria we will look at three things…  

 

m. God’s purpose 
n. Our purpose  
o. Application   

 
1. First, God’s purpose.  

a. What is God ultimate purpose? To glorify himself alone!   

i. Before I defend this notion biblically I must define what I mean by 
Glory!  
 

b. What is God’s glory?   
i. God’s glory is the shining forth or display of all his attributes.   

 

ii. John Hannah writes, the word “glory is used to express God’s internal 
qualities or attributes.  It refers to such essential aspects of his being 
as excellency, dignity, worthiness, greatness, or beauty….  Another 

important use of the term is the display or shining out of God’s internal 



qualities.  Used this way, ‘the glory of God’ can imply a visible 
exhibition, and effulgent brightness, or a display of his excellencies.”  

(Hannah, 15)  
 

 

c. Illustrations  
i. The glory of Beethoven shines forth in his symphonies.   
ii. The glory of Rembrandt shines forth in his paintings.   

iii. The glory of Hitchcock shines forth in his movies.   
iv. The glory of Russell Wilson shines forth on the football field, especially 

when he is under pressure.   

v. The glory of Steve Jobs shines forth in ipads, iphones, and mac book 
airs.  

vi. The glory of Roger Federer shines forth on the tennis court.  On the 

tennis court the attributes of speed, endurance, coordination, 
intelligence shining forth.   
 

d. The glory of God is the shining forth/display of his attributes.  
 

 

e. Does the bible really teach that God does all things to manifest or display his 
glory alone? YES!!! 
 

i. Romans 11:33–36 (ESV) — 33 Oh, the depth of the riches and 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments 
and how inscrutable his ways! 34 “For who has known the mind of the 

Lord, or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Or who has given a gift to 
him that he might be repaid?” 36 For from him and through him and 
to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.  

 
1. From him…  God is the source of creation   
2. Through him…  God is the agent of creation  

3. To him… God’s glory is the purpose of creation  
4. “All things” means all things in the universe…   
5. John Murray writes, “God is the source of all things in that they 

have proceeded from him; he is the creator.  He is the agent 
through whom all things subsist and are directed to their proper 
end.  And he is the last end to whose glory all things will 

redound.”  (Murray, Romans) 
 

ii. God created the heavens and the earth to display his own glory.  

1. Psalm 19:1–2 (ESV) — 1 The heavens declare the glory of 
God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 2 Day to day 
pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.  

 
iii. God created us for his glory.  

1. Isaiah 43:7 (ESV) — 7 everyone who is called by my name, 

whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”  
 



iv. God predestined us to be saved for his own glory…  
1. Ephesians 1:5–6 (ESV) — 5 he predestined us for adoption to 

himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of 
his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has 
blessed us in the Beloved.  

 
v. God sanctifies us for his glory.  

1. Philippians 1:9–11 (ESV) — 9 And it is my prayer that your 

love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, and 
so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the 

fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the 
glory and praise of God.  
 

vi. Christ will return for God’s glory…  
1. 2 Thessalonians 1:9–10 (ESV) — 9 They will suffer the 

punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of 

the Lord and from the glory of his might, 10 when he comes on 
that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at 
among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was 

believed.  
 

vii. Summary- God does all things for his own glory…  and these verses 

are just the tip of a massive biblical iceberg.     
 

 

f. Objection  
 

i. If God created all things for his glory isn’t he incredibly vain or 

egocentric?   
1. Imagine me saying, I do all things for my own glory!!!   

a. I preach for my own glory  

b. I dress for my own glory 
c. I talk for my own glory  
d. I drive for my own glory  

e. I spank my kids for my own glory  
f. I mow my grass for my own glory 
g. Etc…  

 
2. But…  Think about it this way…  God is perfect, right, and just in 

all his ways.  Therefore, he must place the greatest value on, or 

give the most esteem to, that one thing in the universe that is 
worthy of the greatest value or esteem.  What is worthy of the 
greatest value, worth, and esteem in the universe?  God himself.  

If God were to esteem something more than himself it would be 
idolatry.  

3. My wife and I were in Florida last week…  we stayed in a nice 

one bedroom condo on the beach with an ocean breeze…  on the 
way to our condo we drove by several 10-15,000 square foot 



mansions…  It would not be right for a home appraiser to place a 
higher value on a 1 bedroom condo built in the 80s with shag 

carpet than a 20 bedroom, 40,000 square foot mansion on Priest 
lake.   
 

4. We sin when we want others to worship us because we are not 
worthy of the highest worship.  
 

g. God does all things to display his glory alone!  
 

h. Applications 

i. Illustration…  driving to Joe and Jen’s and crossing the continental 
divide.   
 

ii. According to john Piper this is the continental divide of 
theology.  

1. “If you really believe this all rivers of your thinking run toward 

God.  If you do not, all rivers run toward man.  Settling this 
issue is worth many nights of prayer and months of study.”  
(Piper, God’s passion for his Glory, 141)  

2. This perspective changes everything.  More on that in a moment.  
  

iii. God is incredibly God centered…  

1. Have you ever wondered why the universe is so vast?  
2. There are over 150 billion galaxies.  
3. Planet earth (the privileged planet) is infinitesimally small. 

4. Clearly the universe is not meant to display the greatness of 
man but the greatness of God and the smallness of man.   

 

iv. The protestant reformers of the 16th century were convinced 
from scripture that that God is zealous for his glory.   
 

1. The reformers saw God’s glory being diminished in the theology 
of their day and they were irrate.  For instance…  

 

2. God’s glory was diminished when the bible was not the sole 
authority.  

3. God’s glory was diminished when people were not trusting in 

Christ alone.  
4. God’s glory was diminished when people were justified by faith 

plus effort.  

5. God’s glory was diminished when people believed that that were 
saved by grace plus effort.  

6. Many of them were so concerned by the fact that God’s glory 

was being diminished that they were willing to die for their 
convictions, and many of them did.   
 



7. Isaiah 48:11 (ESV) — 11 For my own sake, for my own sake, I 
do it, for how should my name be profaned? My glory I will not 

give to another.  
 

 

v. Ultimately the protestant reformation erupted because men and 
women saw that God was being robbed of his rightful glory in the 
salvation of the human race.   

vi. In this sense, Soli deo Gloria became the motto of mottoes. (Johnson, 
124)  

vii. Ultimately the church of the middle ages and the church of today must 

be reformed because the glory of God is at stake.   
 

viii. We have looked at God’s purpose but what does this have to do with 

us? This brings us to the second point.  
 

i. First, God’s purpose.  

 
2. Second, our purpose.  

a. What is our purpose in life? 

b. In other words, why were we created or why are we here?   
c. This is one of the most important questions anyone could every ask!  

 

d. Over the years this question has been answered in many ways.  I asked Siri 
what the meaning of life was and she took me to Wikipedia for some 
contemporary answers.   

 
i. In Monty Python’s film “the meaning of life,” there are several 

allusions to the meaning of life. At the end of the film the main 

character is handed an envelope containing the meaning of life.  He 
opens it and reads the letter out loud, “well, it’s nothing very special.  
Uh, try to be nice to people, avoid eating fat, read a good book every 

now and then, get some walking in, and try to live together in peace 
and harmony with people of all creeds and nations.”  
 

ii. “In Douglas Adams' popular comedy book, movie, television, and radio 
series The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy, the Answer to the 
Ultimate Question of Life, the Universe, and Everything is given the 

numeric solution "42", after seven and a half million years of 
calculation by a giant supercomputer called Deep Thought.  This 
answer is met with confusion and anger from its constructors..." 

(Wikipedia)  

iii. In Bill and Ted's Excellent Adventure, the characters are asked how we 
should live our lives, and reply with a version of the golden rule `be 

excellent to each other' followed by 'party on, dudes!'. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_Adams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Hitchhiker%27s_Guide_to_the_Galaxy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Answer_to_the_Ultimate_Question_of_Life,_the_Universe,_and_Everything
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Answer_to_the_Ultimate_Question_of_Life,_the_Universe,_and_Everything
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/42_(number)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supercomputer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minor_characters_from_The_Hitchhiker%27s_Guide_to_the_Galaxy#Deep_Thought
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_and_Ted%27s_Excellent_Adventure
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_rule


iv. In The Simpsons episode "Homer the Heretic", a representation of God 
agrees to tell Homer what the meaning of life is, but the show's credits 

begin to roll just as he starts to say what it is.[151] 

v. If the human species evolved by accident from the swamp gas by 
completely random processes billions of years ago, life is meaningless.  

According to this view, “A human being is merely another kind of 
animal, a trousered ape.”  “Professor Marvin Minsky has put it even 
more crassly: a man is just a machine made out of meat.”  If this is 

true human life has no objective or inherent meaning.  It is totally 
pointless.   
 

vi. Although our culture is confused about the purpose of life the 
bible is crystal clear.  

 

e. So, what is the purpose of life?  
i. The authors of the Westminster shorter catechism asked the same 

question in the 1640s.   

1. Q.  What is the chief end of man?  
2. A.  The chief end of man is to glorify God, and to enjoy him 

forever. 

 
3. “To listen to many contemporary sermons one would think that 

man’s chief end is to glorify himself and cruise the malls.” 

(Boice, 152) 
 

ii. Is this what the bible teaches?  

1. Psalm 115:1 (ESV) — 1 Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to 
your name give glory, for the sake of your steadfast love and 
your faithfulness!  

2. 1 Corinthians 10:31 (ESV) — 31 So, whether you eat or 
drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  
 

iii. Application:  
1. We have purpose!  
2. Life has meaning!  

3. You have been given something to live for!  
4. So many people all around you have nothing to live for…  their 

lives are empty and meaningless and they have many 

unanswered questions.  Or they choose to avoid life’s biggest 
questions by medicating with media.   

5. Functionally, many of us live as if the point of life is glorifying 

self.  Our culture is absorbed with self, glorifying self, celebrating 
self, and asserting self.  

6. The bible presents a very different vision, it is a relentless God 

centered vision of the universe.  It is not about us, it is about 
him and his glory…  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Simpsons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homer_the_Heretic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meaning_of_life#cite_note-Pinsky-151


7. Life is not about a lakefront home, long vacations, early 
retirement, and binge watching the latest greatest show on 

Netflix….  Life is about living for God’s glory in all things.  
8. So, what does this look like practically?   This brings us to our 

last point…  

 
f. First, God’s purpose  
g. Second, our purpose  

 
 

3. Third, application  

 
a. How specifically do we glorify god?  What does this look like? Although we 

are called to glorify God in all of life, we only have time to look at a few 

areas this morning.  
 

b. Glorifying God through personal Godliness  

i. This is where it all begins…  
ii. God is holy.   
iii. God tells us to be holy as he is holy.   

iv. As we grow in holiness we glorify God.  We show the world what God 
is like.  

v. This means we need to pursue holiness in every single area of our 

lives by the power of the holy spirit for God’s glory.   
vi. Is there an area of your life you are not willing to let go over?  This is 

robbing God of the glory he is rightfully due.   

 
c. Glorifying God through vocation 

 

i. God is a worker.  
ii. God is an artist.  
iii. God is an engineer and architect.  

iv. God is a chemist, biologist, geologist, etc… .  
v. God is a physician.  
vi. God is a manger, an organizer, and an administrator.  

vii. Christians, of all people should be the one’s who do their jobs with 
excellence, because God does all things with excellence.  

viii. We glorify God with our excellence.   

ix. J. S. Bach (1685-1750) signed all of his music with three letters S.D.G.  
(Soli Deo Gloria).  It did not matter if he was composing secular work 
like the Brandenburg concertos or sacred work like St. Matthew’s 

passion.   
x. Like Bach we should do all our work for the same reason, the glory of 

God.    

xi. This means we don’t work hard to acquire more stuff, prestige, or 
power.  We should work hard simply for the glory of God’s great name.  

xii. If we took this to heart it would make a great difference in the world.  

 



xiii. The protestant reformers preached this and it turned the medieval 
worlds of science, economics, medicine, banking, and the arts upside 

down.  
 

 

xiv. Charles Murray wrote an incredibly well researched book titled human 
achievement.  In the book, he asks the controversial question which 
cultures in world history have the most human achievements across all 

the disciplines; the arts, science, technology, architecture, literature, 
mathematics, etc…   Guess what his answer is?  The post reformation 
west.  Is this a coincidence?  No!!!  

 
 

d. Glorifying God through corporate worship  

i. Our goal in corporate worship is not to meet felt needs but to glorify 
god almighty.   

ii. If God is to be glorified in our worship the word of God must have 

prominence.  This explains why protestant churches historically…  
1. We read from the Bible  
2. We preach from the bible… 

a. Expository preaching  
b. Preaching is the apex of the service  
c. “Expository preaching has always been the glory of 

protestant worship.” (Hughes, Oliphant Old)   
d. the great reformers were all great preachers first and 

foremost…  

3. We sings songs that our biblical.  They must pass thee, “is this 
song biblical” test.    

4. We pray prayers that must be biblical.  

5. We believe in the regulative principal…  if it is not commanded in 
scripture we are not going to do it…   

iii. Prayer…   

1. We have corporate prayer in worship, sometimes for a long time, 
because the NT commands us to pray when we gather.   

 

iv. We believe in congregational singing…  
1. The Bible says that we are supposed to sing to each other.  
2. Ephesians 5:18–19 (ESV) — 18 And do not get drunk with 

wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 
addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart,  

3. Worship is not a spectator sport.  Church is not a concert  
4. We intentionally do not dim the lights because this is not a 

concert this is the people of God singing to one another.   

5. When the reformation erupted in Europe congregational singing 
was not far behind.  Luther is considered the father of 
congregational song (Bainton)   

6. For a thousand years only the monks sang, and the congregation 
watched.   



7. I’m afraid we have returned to this in some of our protestant 
churches…   

 
 

e. Glorifying God through Christian hedonism  

i. John Piper coined this term but the principal of Christian hedonism 
goes back much further to Edwards, Calvin, Augustine, and most 
importantly the apostle Paul.  

ii. A hedonist is someone committed to pursuing pleasure.  So what is a 
Christian hedonist?  Let me get at it this way…  
 

iii. Two things are true…  
1. God created us for his glory.   
2. God created/hardwired all of us with a deep longing or drive to 

pursue our pleasure.  
 

a. Blaise Pascal, “all men seek happiness.  This is without 

exception.  Whatever different means they employ, they 
all tend to this end…  the will never takes the least step 
but to this object.  This is the motive of every action of 

every man, even of those who hang themselves.” (quoted 
by Piper, dangerous, 12) 
 

b. The innate desire to pursue our own pleasure is not 
necessarily a bad thing.  It becomes bad when we pursue 
pleasure in the wrong things.   

 
iv. Bringing two things together…  

1. God created us for his glory.  

2. God created us to pursue pleasure.  
3. This is not a problem…  we find lasting joy and pleasure when we 

are pursuing God and his glory.   

 
4. John Piper, “God is most glorified in us, when we are most 

satisfied in him. This is the best news in the world.  God’s 

passion to be glorified and my passion to be satisfied are not at 
odds.”  (Piper, Dangerous, 20)  

 

 
5. This means that pursuing pleasure in God is our highest calling.   

 

6. C.S. Lewis writes, “It is a Christian duty, as you know, for 
everyone to be as happy as he can.”  (quoted by Piper, 
Dangerous, 14) 

 
7. We glorify God by enjoying him forever.  WSC #1   

 

 
v. Application  



1. God is the greatest pleasure in the universe but we are far too 
easily please with lesser pleasures.  

 
2. Lewis-  “Indeed, if we consider the unblushing promises of 

reward and the staggering nature of the rewards promised in the 

Gospels, it would seem that our Lord finds our desires not too 
strong, but too weak.  We are half-hearted creatures, fooling 
about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is 

offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making 
mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by 
the offer of a holiday at the sea.  We are far to easily pleased!”  

(Hedges, 174)  
 

vi. St. Augustine, “You made us for yourself and our hearts find no rest till 

they rest in you.”  
 

vii. We try to find peace, rest, and joy in so many things.  

1. beach vacations  
2. accomplishments  
3. health  

4. sexual exploits  
5. sports  
6. drugs and alcohol  

7. marriage  
8. kids  

 

viii. These longings are meant to drive us to the greatest thing, God 
himself.  When are longings are met in God, he is glorified in us.   

 

4. Conclusion  
a. God’s purpose  
b. Our purpose  

c. Application…  
i. None of us are up to this task?  
ii. None of us glorify God like we should?  Whenever we sin, we are 

choosing to glorify ourselves and not God.     
iii. Is there any hope?   
iv. Yes, there is hope…  

v. God is most glorified in the cross…   
vi. God is glorified when we are forgiven.  

 

d. What is our purpose in life?  We exist for the glory of God alone.  Soli Deo 
Gloria…  lets pray…  


