
A Call to Praise and Obedience

Psalm 95:1-11

Intro:

My name is Brian Dixen and I'm the music director here at GCF, 
I have the privilege of sharing God's word with morning. Today 
we are taking a break from our series in John and will be in 
Psalm 95 as you heard read but before we jump in let me pray 
one more time.

Pray

Illustration In 1999 I entered my freshman year of high school. 
At that time I was an adamant baseball player playing at 
competitive levels. But now I was able to try out for the high 
school team, now I went to Cascade high school which is a big 
school around 2000 students and our freshman class had many 
guys trying out. Of all the freshman I tried out I was the only 
one that made varsity, and I was feeling good about it! As we 
prepared for the season the coaches were grooming need to be 
a picture since I'm left-handed and they were wanting more 
lefties Pitchin. Just before our season started at a practice I 
ended up throwing out my arm and Terry my rotator cuff, 
ending my season before it even started and I was devastated. 
In that devastation my mom's friend gave me her guitar 
encouraging me to pick up a new hobby essentially. I with my 
dreams of playing in the Major leagues crushed and a lot more 



time at home because I wasn't playing anymore I decided to 
pick up the guitar. 

For months I would listen to music and mimic the sounds I was 
hearing learning how to play chords by ear then later being 
shown by my youth pastor Moore theory. But the thing with 
Guitar is if you want to make music and play a song you have to 
both strum the guitar and play the chord at the same time. I 
cannot just stand there holding a cord without strumming nor 
can I strum the strings without holding the cord one would 
either be chaotic noise and the other awkward silence playing 
guitar and making music is a simultaneous act of chord 
structure and rhythmic strumming. 

Transition: The same is true in worship because biblical 
worship is the act of joyful praise and humble obedience. The 
problem is, many who desire to worship God want the feel-
good experience without any obligations to His Word. This then 
raises the questions; What does the Bible say about worship? 
What should it look like? Why should we even be doing it? That 
brings us to our text this morning. Psalm 95 is in a series of 
psalms from 95 through Psalm 99 know as an “enthronement 
psalm.” according to many scholars Psalm 95 was sung in 
worship in one of the Jewish festivals of faith, perhaps the 
festival of shelters, where there was a ritual in which Yahweh, 
God, was represented as seated on his throne as king. Psalm 95 
is also divides into two parts the first is a call to worship and the 
second a message from the Lord warning against rebellion and 



disobedience. With that we’ll unpack this Psalm under two 
main points:

1. Biblical worship is a call to joyful praise
2. Biblical worship is a call to humble obedience

First, A Call to Joyful Praise

what does joyful praise look like? Look with me at verses one 
and two:

'Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to 
the rock of our salvation! Let us come into his presence with 
thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of 
praise! 'Psalm 95:1-2

Right away we see that joyful praise involves joyful music 
specifically singing. It should not be a surprise to us that 
singing is part of biblical worship because singing expresses 
human thought emotionally, and Christianity is a feeling 
religion. Bob Kauflin serves as the Director of Sovereign Grace 
Music and he says this about why God would have music and 
song occupy such an important place not only in our corporate 
worship but in all of life:

“God has taken the most precise way of 
communicating truth, which is words, and 
combined it with the vaguest way of 
communicating truth, which is music — and he’s 



put them together to make singing. The purpose is 
that what we know with our minds gets connected 
in our hearts. God designed singing to help us feel 
the truth. More specifically, it’s meant to help us 
feel the gospel.” (Bob Kauflin paraphrasing Harold 
Best)

From (Genesis 2:23) where Adam sings in the garden praising 
God for the woman God made for him, to (Revelations 5, 14, & 
15) where the bride of heaven sings praises for the groom God 
gave her we see throughout the entire Bible God's people 
expressing their appreciation and awe of God through joyful 
music. 

Transition: Not only do we see joyful praise expressed through 
music, we also see it expressed through joyful fellowship. Look 
with me again at verses one and two

'Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to 
the rock of our salvation! Let us come into his presence with 
thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of 
praise! 'Psalm 95:1-2

Personal worship is important, and singing isn’t the only way to 
worship God but, But the Bible teaches us that one of the  
chief ways we worship is through singing and singing together. 
The Apostle Paul reinforced this point in his letter to the 
Ephesians and then to the Colossians in saying



'And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be 
filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the 
Lord with your heart, 'Ephesians 5:18-19

'Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God.’ Colossians 3:16

The word of Christ, which is the Gospel, is to dwell in us richly 
through singing and singing together is what helps us do that 
and express that. 

Illustration: years ago I had the opportunity to attend together 
for the gospel conference. I had never attended this conference 
before so I was excited to see what it was all about. What I was 
most excited for was the music I was expecting a big band with 
loud music and lights and all the good stuff. But when it came 
time for singing, I was surprised when Bob Kauflin who I quoted 
earlier came out by himself sat down at a piano and started to 
joyfully lead 10,000 pastors and church volunteers in worship. 
and I can tell you there is something more powerful and moving 
something that you can't even put into words that happens 
when you're in a room that many people singing with one voice 
to the God of the universe. It connects everything we've heard 
all the knowledge about God to our hearts it gives a small 



glimpse into what heaven is like. it opened my eyes to the 
reality that in corporate worship the body of Christ is the main 
instrument.

Transition: Okay Brian I understand that we're supposed to 
sing, and we're supposed to have fellowship, but I’m just not 
feeling it! Plus, I don’t really have a good singing voice so … it’s 
hard for me to engage joyfully. 

To that I would ask what motivates you to worship God? Is it 
because it makes you feel good, or maybe you recognize that 
scripture calls us to sing and so out of duty you stand and 
monotone sing your way through the songs without expression 
or joy. Or maybe it's the other end of the spectrum you're 
looking to impress God and people with how expressive you are 
and how good you can sing. Whatever it may be, if our worship 
is more focused on the attributes of man rather than the 
attributes of God we will always struggle to joyfully express 
ourselves singing to Jesus. Psalm 95 teaches us that joyful 
praise is motivated not by what we bring to the table but by 
who God is. Look with me at verses 3 through 5.

'For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. In 
his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the 
mountains are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and his 
hands formed the dry land. 'Psalm 95:3-5



Joyful worship is motivated by an understanding of who God is 
and it’s important to begin with God as the author, creator, and 
sustainer of all things. Often in our haste to get to church we 
forget that we are coming to praise the God who is seated on 
the throne high above everyone and everything else, that there 
are angels in numbers too incredible to count crying out in 
praise with such thunderous volume that the foundations of 
heaven shake saying 

holy holy holy is the Lord of hosts

the whole earth is full of his glory!

There is nothing and no one greater than Yahweh.

Try and picture for a moment with your mind's eye what this 
looks like. Imagine the intensity of this scene: God high and lift 
it up with angels singing his praises so fervently it's like a 
thunderstorm. This is the God that Psalm 95 is pointing us to as 
our motivation for joyful praise.

Transition: But joyful praise is not only motivated by God's 
creative works, but it's also motivated by God’s redemptive 
works and care. Look with me at versus 6 and 7:

'Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the 
Lord , our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of 
his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 'Psalm 95:6-7

Notice how versus 6 and 7 mimics versus 1 and 2, calling God’s 
people to come and worship. But there is a contrast between 



Verses 1 and 2 and versus 6 and 7, versus one and two are a call 
to sing praises joyfully to God because he is a great God and a 
great king above all gods who has created all things. Verses 6 
and 7, is a call to Worship God with reverence because God 
intimately redeems and leads His people like a shepherd leads 
his sheep.

I also want to point out how the psalmist points out in verses 4 
and 5 the power of God's hand as he forms creation then in 
verse 7 the tenderness of God’s hand as he leads his people. 
And we know from the Gospel accounts that these same hands 
were nailed to the cross bearing the weight of my sins and your 
sins. The contemporary Christian artist Casting Crowns wrote a 
song this year called “Scars in Heaven” and the chorus of this 
song captures this truth saying;

The only scars in Heaven, 

they won't belong to me and you
There'll be no such thing as broken, 

and all the old will be made new
And the thought that makes me smile now, 

even as the tears fall down
Is that the only scars in Heaven 

are on the hands that hold you now

Transition: Psalm 95 teaches us that the call to joyful praise is 
motivated by the power of God’s creative and redemptive 



works. But our worship of God does not stop here, which brings 
us to our second main point this morning, first Biblical worship 
is a call to joyful praise and second … Biblical worship is a call to 
humble Obedience. 

2nd Point: A Call to Humble Obedience

 Well, what does humble obedience look like? The Answer: 
humble obedience heeds the warning. Look with me at verses 7 
– 11

Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts, as at 
Meribah, as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, when your 
fathers put me to the test and put me to the proof, though they 
had seen my work. For forty years I loathed that generation and 
said, “They are a people who go astray in their heart, and they 
have not known my ways.” Therefore, I swore in my wrath, 
“They shall not enter my rest. 'Psalm 95:7b-11

The end of verse seven makes a dramatic shift going from a call 
to exuberant and joyful praise then to a solemn warning. And 
right away we see the importance of not just singing and telling 
God things but listening to what God has to say to us. Biblical 
worship involves us hearing the Word of God preached. In 
saying, “Today if you hear his voice” the Psalmist is referring to 
God's Word. The Holy Scriptures is where God has chosen to 
explicitly speak to his people and the warning is, if you harden 



your heart to what God has said you will end up like the 
Israelites who quarreled and tested God while in the 
wilderness. 

Now the Psalmist is referring to the trial at Meribah but more 
generally it's speaking to Israel’s refusal to trust in the Lord and 
to enter the promised land when God first offered it to them 
during the exodus. We find this account recorded in Numbers 
chapter 13 and 14. 

What happened was God led them out of Egypt to Mount Sinai 
where they spent a year there receiving the law, establishing 
the priesthood, building the Tabernacle, organizing an army 
and then they marched out from Mount Sinai and as they were 
coming out from Mount Sinai into the land of Canaan they sent 
12 spies into the promised land and as those 12 spies went to 
the promised land and they saw that it was beautiful and lush 
or as they described it “a land flowing with milk and honey” but 
they also noticed that there was a people that inhabited the 
land who were warriors. So they came back and gave both 
reports and of those 12 spies 10 of them emphasized the 
strength and the might of the enemies in the land and they said 
we can't defeat them we shouldn't go into the land two of the 
spies, Joshua and Caleb, said no God has promised that this 
land let's go get it and God will give us victory over our 
enemies!

 It was there where Israel refused to go into the promised land 
God said you've rebelled against me you have hardened your 



hearts against me. This generation that has refused to listen, 
that generation of unbelief will die in the wilderness but it's 
your children who will grow up and they will by faith inherit 
the promised land. The reality is this; we can never receive 
what God has for us if we harden our hearts like Israel did in 
the rebellion. 

And what was it that that generation of unbelief missed out on, 
we see in verse 11 “they shall not enter my rest.” and this is 
where the Psalm ends which let's be honest is a downer. 

We go from a call to joyful worship to a stern warning and a call 
to humble obedience. Now under normal circumstances we 
would have no real reason for applying this warning to 
anything else except perhaps an illustration of some spiritual 
truth but We have an inspired New Testament commentary on 
this Psalm.

Hebrews 3:7 – 4:13 quote Psalm 95 four times, the most 
thorough citing of an Old Testament passage in the New 
Testament. And there the author of Hebrews applies Psalm 95 
verses 8 through 11 to salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Hebrews tells us that the meaning of this Psalm is not 
exhausted by the entry of the people into Canaan, or by their 
failing to enter, but it is to be seen in a far more important 
matter of entering the promised rest of God, which is in 
heaven. One scholar puts it this way,



“Hebrews forbids us to confine [the psalm’s] thrust to Israel. The 
‘Today’ of which is speaks is this very moment; the ‘you’ is none 
other than ourselves, and the promised rest is not Canaan but 

salvation.”

The uniqueness of Hebrews is that it is written to those who 
have heard the gospel, have even seemed to respond to it by 
attending Christian worship services, but who have never 
actually surrendered to Jesus Christ and are in danger of falling 
away from Christ entirely. Hebrews says, 

'Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, 
unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 
But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” 
that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 
'Hebrews 3:12-13

It is important to believe on Jesus Christ now, while it's still 
today. The Psalm says, today if you hear his voice in verse 7, 
and Hebrews repeats today five times the point being that 
today is the day of gospel of the gospel invitation and it is a day 
that will not last forever. Now is the time to turn from sin, now 
is the time to believe and follow Jesus Christ.

Transition: Who by the way can be seen throughout this entire 
Psalm.

Conclusion: How Does Psalm 95 Point Us to Jesus?

We see Jesus in verse 1;



'let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 'Psalm 
95:1

Jesus is the rock of our salvation, the firm foundation for every 
believer especially those of us who are struggling with worry, 
anxiety, and fear. Today you can place your trust in him and 
confidently sing,

On Christ the Solid Rock I stand

All other ground is sinking sand

All other ground is sinking sand

Furthermore we see Jesus in verse 7;

'we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
'Psalm 95:7

Jesus is the our shepherd, Jesus says in John 10:11 ‘I am the 
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep.” Hebrews 13:20 calls Jesus “the great shepherd of the 
sheep,” And Revelation 7:17 says, “for the Lamb in the midst of 
the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to 
springs of living water, and God will wipe away ever tear from 
their eyes” 



For every believer especially those of us who are feeling lost, 
alone, or misguided remember today the good and great 
shepherd is leading you and one day will lead us all to springs of 
living water in the presence of God himself! 

And lastly, we see that Jesus is the rest we enter into. 

For the Israelites what made the promised land restful was not 
because it was flowing with milk and honey, it was because this 
is where God chose to manifest his presence in the midst of his 
people. 

But Colossians 1:19 teaches;

'For in him [Jesus] all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
'Colossians 1:19

This is why Jesus had the authority to say,

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Matthew 11:28

Jesus is our resting place, our shepherd, and our Rock. Today is 
the day of salvation, if you have not yet believed in Jesus as 
your savior, today is the day, yesterday is gone and tomorrow 
may not come! 

Heed the warning: Today if you hear his voice, do not harden 
your heart but accept his invitation to enter God’s rest. 


