
Better Together:  Evangelism 

 

I. Introduction 

 

What would you think if a business had several computers that 

were designed to be networked, but they were never actually 

connected together in a network?  No Internet.  No Google.  No 

email.  No easily shared files. No collaborative gaming.  That is 

how my office was when I started working there many years ago.  

Well, we still don’t have collaborative gaming.  Some things are 

designed to be better together.  That is the way it is in our walk 

with Christ – better together. 
 

Last week in our Better Together sermon series, Dave spoke on 

how the gospel shapes us for community.  In the last part of the 

sermon he presented seven descriptions of the type of community 

the gospel creates:  Diverse, loving, familial, affectionate, holy, 

vulnerable, and missional.  The last one of these – missional 

community – is what I want to address today. 

 

How will we grow in personal evangelism, in telling others about 

the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus and the offer of 

forgiveness of sin? 

 

Growth in evangelism through grace in missional community 

Our growth in evangelism would advance by being a regular part 

of our fellowship together. 

 

1. What is a missional community? 

2. How do missional communities help advance the gospel? 

3. How do home groups become missional communities? 

 



1. What is a missional community? 

A missional community is a loving and encouraging group of 

people who have been made partakers of the grace of God in 

Christ Jesus and want to spread the gospel in their network of 

relationships.  In some churches the small groups or home 

groups are called missional communities.  In other churches the 

whole church is a missional community.  Once you go beyond the 

walls of the church there can be a partnership in the gospel (like 

with our missionary partners) having the ambition and goal to 

work together to spread the gospel. 

 

Let’s dig a little deeper into that definition of missional community.  

 

What is the nature of a missional community? 

Members of a missional community have been made partakers of 

grace and want to share the gospel. 

 

Phil. 1:7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, 

because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with 

me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense 

and confirmation of the gospel. 

 

The Bible describes a partaker of grace as one who has come to 

know their need of grace in order to be right with God.  It is not 

possible for one to be good enough in the day of final judgment.  

Only by the gift of God’s grace will we be justified at final 

judgment. 

Romans 3:23-25a for all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put 

forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. 

 



Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift 

of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

The Bible teaches we need good news because every person is 

by nature deserving of God’s wrath because of their sin.  The 

gospel is the joyful news about the immeasurable love of God 

seen in the sinless life, substitutionary death, and life-giving 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Those who turn from their sin and 

trust Christ for salvation receive forgiveness of sin and are 

reconciled to God.  Christ Jesus died for our sins, the just for the 

unjust, that he might bring us to God.  He was raised for our 

justification that by faith in him we might have peace with God. 

 

One is made a partner in the gospel by partaking of this grace.  

This grace is good news that must continue to be told!  In our 

gospel partnership there should be an evangelistic focus – an 

overflow of the joy of our salvation.  It is the focus on evangelism 

that makes the community missional. 

 

What is the nature of a missional community? 

Members of a missional community have been made partakers of 

grace and want to share the gospel. 

 

What are relationships like in a missional community? 

Members of a missional community share loving and encouraging 

relationships with one another focused on growing together in 

obedience to Christ. 

 

As Christians, we hold many wonderful things in common.  We 

have grateful memories of our relationship together.  We hold one 

another in our hearts because of the grace we have enjoyed 

together.  We have tasted of the affection of Jesus Christ for one 



another.  We have seen God provide for our needs through one 

another’s joyful and earnest prayers.  We have rejoiced in one 

another’s growth in our relationship with Christ and with one 

another.  We share the hope of the coming of Christ when his 

work in our lives will be brought to completion. 

 

This is how Paul felt concerning the believers in Philippi when he 

wrote them and said,  

 

Phil. 1:3-11 “I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 

always in all my prayer for all of you making my prayer with 

joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first 

day until now.  And I am sure of this, that he who began a 

good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 

Christ Jesus.  It is right for me to feel this way about you all, 

because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with 

me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in my defense 

and confirmation of the gospel.  For God is my witness, how 

I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.  And it is 

my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with 

knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve 

what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day 

of Christ, filled with the fruit of his righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

 

Gratitude, joy, hope, partnership, affection of Christ, prayer, 

abounding love, purity – these are all part of the relationship 

members of a missional community share – all by the grace of 

God and all to the glory and praise of God!  Truly, the church is 

the dearest place on earth! 

 



I want to commend you for your participation in home groups.  

You have helped one another grow in obedience to Christ.  It is 

the way we were designed to function in the body of Christ. 

 

What is a missional community? 

A missional community is a loving and encouraging group of 

people who have been made partakers of the grace of God in 

Christ Jesus and want to spread the gospel in their network of 

relationships. 

 

Next we will ask the question … 

 

How does a missional community help advance the gospel? 

A missional community helps advance the gospel by seeking to 

help one another grow in obedience to Christ with regard to 

evangelism.  Paul eagerly writes about the advance of the gospel 

in Rome to encourage the missional community in Philippi. 

 

Phil. 1:12-13 I want you to know, brothers, that what has 

happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, 13 

so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial 

guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.  

 

Please notice that Paul wrote to the Philippians about the 

advance of the gospel while he was bound in chains in prison, 

but,  as he tells Timothy, “the word of God was not bound!”  Paul’s 

imprisonment gave opportunity for the imperial guard to hear him.  

Perhaps he sang praise to God as he did with Silas in the 

Philippian jail in Acts 16 when the Philippian jailer came to faith.  

The guards may have asked Paul questions about the hope they 

saw in him. They learned the reason Paul was in prison was for 



his preaching of Christ.  The gospel was being advanced through 

Paul while he was in prison! 

 

What other evidence do we have that a missional community 

helps the advance of the gospel?  Paul also gave testimony to the 

advance of the gospel when he mentioned the growth in “the 

brothers.”  They were growing in their practice of gospel 

proclamation or evangelism. 

 

Phil. 1:14 And most of the brothers, having become 

confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more 

bold to speak the word without fear. 

 

God had used Paul’s imprisonment as a means to make “the 

brothers” more confident in the Lord.  This greater confidence 

resulted in them being “much more bold to speak the word 

without fear.” 

 

How did the missional community contribute to this advance?  

Here is what we know from the text.  Members of the missional 

community were partakers of grace, both in Paul’s 

imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, 

i.e., their efforts to proclaim the gospel (1:7).  Paul’s imprisonment 

was a gift of God’s grace to the Roman church and to the 

Philippian church (1:29).  Their partnership to proclaim the gospel 

was also a gift of grace.  Through Paul’s circumstances God gave 

them a greater confidence in the Lord now that their champion 

was in prison.  Perhaps his imprisonment caused them to pray 

more for one another and embrace their responsibility for gospel 

proclamation more. 

 



The text doesn’t tell us all the details.  We know from the 

description of their relationship with one another that they shared 

gratitude, joy, hope, affection of Christ, prayer, and abounding 

love for one another along with a confidence that Christ would 

bring the work to completion.  We can be certain that they 

benefitted from these relationships in praying for boldness to 

proclaim Christ and in encouraging one another.  This kind of 

prayer and encouragement requires that the advance of the 

gospel is an aim of all the members; they are seeking to help one 

another grow in their practice of telling the good news to others. 

 

Missional communities are helping believers advance the gospel 

right here in Spokane! 

 

Not long after I became a Christian someone taught me that 

obedience to Christ involved personal evangelism.  I have made 

attempts at evangelism throughout my Christian life.  When I was 

in high school I was a counselor at Bible camp for three years.  I 

also invited students to hear the gospel at Young Life meetings.  

In college I participated in outreach through music, either at 

special evangelistic concerts at church or with an 8-10 person 

acoustic band at the Seattle Center.  I’ve shared the gospel with 

hitchhikers, passed out tracts, and witnessed to strangers at the 

mall.  Our family participated in Child Evangelism Fellowship’s 5-

day and After School Good News Clubs.  I have shared the 

gospel with taxi drivers and passengers on jets.  I have had 

opportunities to share with some neighbors.  I have also shared 

with people on the bus and with co-workers at lunch and through 

books. 

 

I rejoice greatly that there have been some who have come to 

Christ over the years.  Even so, I confess that over the years in 



my attempts to evangelize I have struggled with prayerlessness, 

feelings of inadequacy, fear of man, indifference, guilt, and 

unbelief.  When I look at how a home group has helped me in 

other areas of growth, it makes me eager to have the support of a 

missional community. 

 

Perhaps you have had the same struggles with evangelism.  It 

seems overwhelming.  Perhaps you don’t know where and how to 

start.  You struggle with fear of man or a sense of inadequacy.  

You have struggled with consistency.  If so, I have good news! 

 

Jesus promised, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers 

of men” (Mark 1:17).  Jesus is the master evangelist.  He has 

invited us into relationship with him in which he will teach us and 

make us become fishers of men. 

 

We have loving communities right here in this church in which we 

can confess our need, pray for growth, and patiently encourage 

one another along the journey.  The same care we show for one 

another in our home groups concerning struggles with sin or 

discouragement can be shown with regard to our struggles with 

evangelism!  Missional communities are communities used by 

God to point us to Christ, who will transform us into fishers of 

men. 

 

What is a missional community? 

A missional community is a loving and encouraging group of 

people who have been made partakers of the grace of God in 

Christ Jesus and want to share the gospel. 

 

How does a missional community help advance the gospel? 



A missional community helps the advance of the gospel by 

seeking to help one another grow in obedience to Christ with 

regard to evangelism.    

Next … 

 

How do home groups become missional communities? 

Home groups become missional communities by praying together 

regularly about our growth in the practice of evangelism. 

 

I believe God has been preparing our church to grow in regard to 

evangelism.  Members of our church have had the privilege of 

participating in the Logan camps for several years.  There has 

been a growing interest in evangelism on the part of home 

groups.  Cvancara’s home group has been sharing monthly at the 

UGM Women’s and Children’s Shelter in recent years. 

 

Last Fall I began leading a discipleship group on the subject of 

Evangelism.  I knew I needed encouragement and prayer in my 

own pursuit to obey the Great Commission.  While this is a 

discipleship class and we have reading assignments outside of 

our time when we meet together, it is also much like a home 

group with the single topic of evangelism.  Our focus is application 

of what we are studying.  My overall goal for the class has been 

for us to endeavor to grow together in evangelism – me 

included.  This growth would involve … 

1) Growing in regular prayer for people we know who need to 

hear the gospel. 

2) Growing in our love for people in view of their eternity. 

3) Growing in our telling people about Jesus 

4) Including the practice of evangelism and our growth in it as part 

of our regular conversation with one another. 

5) Learning from each other how to evangelize well. 



6) Learning to see Jesus as a missionary and that following Jesus 

means to be a missionary in our own networks of relationships.  

 

I desire that we would recognize that evangelism is a 

community endeavor.  This means … 

     We need encouragement from one another. 

     We need to be praying for one another. 

     We need to learn from one another. 

     We need to help each other be deliberate or intentional about 

sharing the gospel. 

 

So … what is happening in this discipleship group?  God is 

answering our prayers!  We are growing.  We are changing.  We 

are praying for one another for love and opportunities and 

boldness.  One brother recently shared, “My thinking is changing 

regarding evangelism.”  Others are commenting on recent 

opportunities they have had to share the gospel or seek to love 

non-Christians.  I am finding myself thinking more like a 

missionary and learning to look for daily opportunities to share the 

gospel.  I am very encouraged by the growth of our gospel 

partnership.  We are becoming missional in our community. 

 

How might God use your home group to help you grow in 

evangelism?  You could start by sharing with your home group 

how they can pray for you regarding your growth in evangelism.  

You could pray for one another for opportunities to share the 

gospel.  Perhaps some from your home group could meet to play 

board games or share a meal at your house and you could invite 

neighbors to come, too?  Perhaps you could come to the 

remaining 8 weeks of my Sunday School class on evangelism 

and use that as fodder for part of your home group discussions? 

 



1. What is a missional community? 

A missional community is a loving and encouraging group of 

people who have been made partakers of the grace of God 

in Christ Jesus and want to share the gospel. 

2. How does a missional community help advance the 

gospel? 

A missional community helps the advance of the gospel by 

seeking to help one another grow in obedience to Christ with 

regard to evangelism.    

3. How do home groups become missional communities? 

Home groups become missional communities by praying 

together regularly about our growth in the practice of 

evangelism. 

 

Conclusion:   

We are better together when it comes to evangelism.  To grow in 

our practice of evangelism we need to share our struggles and 

our progress.  We need to pray for growth in love for our 

neighbors.  We need to pray for opportunities.  We need to 

encourage and pray for one another when we are discouraged.  

The topic of our growth in evangelism should be to be a regular 

part of our fellowship.  We need to do this together. 


