
Daniel 1-1-21 
Faithful in exile  

 
Series introduction: 
 
This morning we begin a 13-week series on the book of Daniel.    

The book of Daniel was written in the 6th century BC.  
It was written by Daniel for the people of God who were defeated by the Babylonians and hauled off 
to the capital city of Babylon.   They had to figure out how to live for God in a foreign land.  
  
Why this book?  Because it is a field manual for how to live in a culture that increasingly despises the 
things of God.  

 
Prayer for illumination:  
 
Sermon introduction:  
 
I recently heard a story about a family that attended Covenant seminary a few years before I did.  
 

“The wife worked as a quality control inspector at a pharmaceutical company in order to pay the bills 
while her husband attended seminary. One day, through mistaken procedures, a major order of 
syringes was contaminated and would not pass inspection. When the wife… reported the 
contamination to her boss, he quickly computed the costs of reproducing the order and made a “cost-
effective” decision: ship the order. He ordered her to sign the inspection clearance despite the 
contamination. She refused. Because of government regulations, she was the only one that could 

sign the clearance. So the syringes did not ship that day. The next day, a Friday, the wife got a visit 
from the company president. He said that he would give her the weekend to think it over, but if the 
forms were not signed on Monday, her job would be in jeopardy. In fact, much more than her job 
was in jeopardy. Because the wife’s job was this couple’s only means of support, the husband’s 
education and ministry future were also in jeopardy.”  (Chapell, 15)  
 

She was conflicted…  she wanted to be faithful to God, by doing the right thing, but she realized that 
her faithfulness to God could be very costly for her family.   
 
I’m sure that many of you have been in similar situations.   

 
What should we do in these situations?  This raises an important question…  

 
How can we be faithful to God in a culture that increasingly despises the things of God?  Our way of 
life, our behavior, and our thinking increasingly does not make sense to our culture.  This often puts 
us in awkward situations.   
 

This brings us to Daniel chapter 1.  Daniel was in a very similar situation.  He lived in a strange land 
where his convictions and beliefs were not respected.  He had to figure out how to live faithfully for 

God in the midst of a hostile environment.  Back to my question…  
 

So, how do we remain faithful to God in a foreign land?   
 
 We can remain faithful to God by understanding four aspects of this story…  lets look at each 
one.  

  
 
First, the context of faithfulness 
  

Daniel is called to be faithful in a foreign land.  
 



 Daniel 1:1 (ESV) — 1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.  

 Judah (the southern tribe of Israel) had been in spiritual decline for years.   King Jehoiakim 
was one of their worst kings.  The Babylonian King (King Nebuchadnezzar) attacked Jerusalem in 
three waves (605, 597, 586 BC) leading to three waves of deportation to Babylon. Verse 1 describes 

the first wave (605).   

From a human perspective this is pretty straight forward.  A stronger nation overpowered a 
weaker nation.  But is this what really happened?   

Daniel 1:2 (ESV) — 2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of 

the vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar (another name for 
Babylon), to the house of his god, and placed the vessels in the treasury of his god.  

Daniel says that the Lord gave Jehoiakim into the hand of Babylon.  In other words, this was 

God’s doing.  But why did God do allow his own people to be destroyed by the evil empire, known as 
Babylon?      

God specifically warned Israel, several times, that if they did not repent of their sins he would 
raise up another nation to destroy their capital city and deport their citizens (Deut. 28:15, 25, 47, 
49, 52, 58, 64, Isa. 39:6-7).  This is exactly what happened.   

 Daniel 1:3–7 (ESV) — 3 Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to bring 

some of the people of Israel, both of the royal family and of the nobility, 4 youths without blemish, of 
good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and 
competent to stand in the king’s palace, and to teach them the literature and language of the 
Chaldeans. 5 The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of the wine 
that he drank. They were to be educated for three years, and at the end of that time they were to 
stand before the king. 6 Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe of 
Judah. 7 And the chief of the eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he 

called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego.  

 King Nebuchadnezzar devised a plan to train the best and brightest youths of Israel in the 
ways of Babylon.  Why?  More than likely he wanted to use these young men to help him rule their 
own people on his behalf.  
 

 He chose the best and brightest of Israel….   
  
 According to verses 4-6 these Jewish teenagers had to be handsome, smart, and wise. They 
were trained in the literature and language of Babylon for three years.  They were given Babylonian 

food and drink.  And they were given Babylonian names (reflecting the Babylonian religion).  

 

 King N’s plan was totally worldview transformation.  He wanted these young men to think, 
talk, and act like Babylonians.   Clearly he was attempting to de-convert them.  He wanted them to 
fall in love with Babylon and all its privileges.  He wanted them to be his puppets.   
 
 Daniel was hundreds of miles from his homeland.   

He and his friends felt like outsiders, strangers, aliens, and exiles.   

New language, foods, religions, and worldviews.   
 
Illustration:  
 
This is how I felt in Athens Greece…  different language, food, architecture, rioting, etc…  

 



 Application:   
 
 Increasingly Christians feel out of place in our culture.   
 

We often feel like wed don’t belong, because we don’t.    
 

 Like Daniel, we live in a culture that is hostile to Christianity.  
 Like Daniel, our culture is trying to mold us into its image.  
 Like Daniel, our culture will not settle for anything less than total world view transformation.   
 
 Our views on family, life, sexuality, gender, marriage, entertainment, children, money, and 
many other things is at odds with the culture.   

 
 Like Daniel, we are living in exile, away from our homeland (heaven).  
   
 In the NT Peter captures this reality well when he writes…  
 
 1 Peter 2:11 (ESV) — 11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the 
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.  

 We are exiles, we are strangers in a strange land.  But what does it look like to live faithfully 
while in exile?  This brings us to the second point…  

 First, the context of faithfulness…  

Second, the specifics of faithfulness  
 
 How does Daniel model faithfulness?  He obeys his conscience!  
 
 Daniel 1:8 (ESV) — 8 But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king’s 
food, or with the wine that he drank. Therefore he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to 

defile himself.  

 We don’t know for sure why Daniel and his friends thought it was wrong to eat the meat and 
wine of the Babylonians.  There are several theories…  Maybe OT dietary laws (although this theory 
has some problems). The food may have been sacrificed to idols.   Maybe another reason all 
together…  

 
The important thing to note is this, Daniel was convinced that it was wrong to eat anything but 

vegetables and water.  This was a conscience issue and he was faithful to obey his conscience.  

Daniel 1:9–10 (ESV) — 9 And God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the 
chief of the eunuchs, 10 and the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who 

assigned your food and your drink; for why should he see that you were in worse condition than the 
youths who are of your own age? So you would endanger my head with the king.”  

 In other words, the chief eunuch said, “Daniel if you become a vegan you will look worse than 
before and I will get my head chopped off, literally….   Since I’m responsible to fatten you up.”   

 Daniel 1:11–16 (ESV) — 11 Then Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs 
had assigned over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12 “Test your servants for ten days; let 
us be given vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then let our appearance and the appearance of 
the youths who eat the king’s food be observed by you, and deal with your servants according to 
what you see.” 14 So he listened to them in this matter, and tested them for ten days. 15 At the end 
of ten days it was seen that they were better in appearance and fatter in flesh than all the youths 



who ate the king’s food. 16 So the steward took away their food and the wine they were to drink, 
and gave them vegetables.  

 Daniel demonstrates faithfulness to God by obeying his conscience…    
 
 Illustration:  

  
Mike Feeman at Waller…  

 Paying sales tax on a motor cycle…  
 Lying to Todd L about my dad’s concerns about the lease…   
  
 Application:  

 

 The world discourages faithfulness to God…  it says…  
   

You don’t have to pull a building permit for your basement remodel (breaking the law)  
You don’t have to obey that fire ban (breaking the law)  
You can fudge that sales quota…  

You can exaggerate on your mileage reimbursement…   

You can text and drive…  you’re the exception to the rule.  
It is ok if you plagiarize that school paper, everyone else does….  
If you want that promotion keep your mouth shut about your Christianity….  
Tapping into your neighbor’s cable… 
 
The pressure to be unfaithful is most intense when you face a problem…  

  
When the money is tight it is easier to cheat on your taxes.  
When you need a promotion, it is easy to lie about sales figures….  

 
 Faithfulness often has to do with small things in private places…  only the eunuch knew about 
Daniel’s stand… We like to imagine ourselves taking a large stand in a public place.   

 
  But that is usually not what happens…  Will you be faithful to God in the small things first?   
 
 When we are faithful in the small things we are strengthening our faithfulness muscles for the 
big things…  Daniel would face much greater tests later in this book.  This was a small test preparing 

him for a much bigger test.   

  
 The time will come for every Christian to take a stand for what is right and this stand may be 
very costly.     
 
 In these moments it helps to know that God rewards faithfulness…  this brings us to the next 
point.  

 

 The context of faithfulness.  
 The specifics of faithfulness.  
   
Third, the rewards of faithfulness  
 
 Daniel’s faithfulness is rewarded with a promotion!   

 
 Daniel 1:17–21 (ESV) — 17 As for these four youths, God gave them learning and skill in all 
literature and wisdom, and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 18 At the end of the 
time, when the king had commanded that they should be brought in, the chief of the eunuchs 
brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 19 And the king spoke with them, and among all of them 
none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore they stood before the king. 



20 And in every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king inquired of them, he 
found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters that were in all his kingdom. 21 
And Daniel was there until the first year of King Cyrus.  

 Daniel was faithful to obey his conscience.  As a result, God took care of him and his friends.  
They were all promoted by the king.  According to verse 17, this was God’s doing.   

 
 God rewarded them for their faithfulness.  Furthermore, God preserved Daniel’s life until the 
reign of King Cyrus (roughly 70 years later).   
 
 Illustration:    
 

 Earlier I mentioned the seminary wife who put her husband through Covenant seminary….  

 
She got fired for refusing to comprise her integrity….  But God did not abandon her.  
 
“Because she would not sign the clearance forms for the contaminated syringes, the order was 

not delivered to the customer on time. Officials of that company investigated the delay and 

discovered how this woman had protected them from the contaminated syringes, even at the cost of 

her own job. The company for which the syringes were intended was so appreciative that they hired 
her and increased her pay. She finished putting her husband through seminary, and the family 
rejoices to this day in that expression of God’s special protection.”  (Chapell, 23)  
 
 God rewarded her faithfulness.  
 

Not every story turns out so nicely…  Daniel was promoted, but he was still in captivity.  He 
remained a captive his entire life.  He watched his countrymen suffer and he never see his homeland 
again.   
  
 When John Bunyan, the author of The Pilgrims Progress refused to stop preaching the gospel 
in England he was sent to the Bedford county jail for ten years, leaving his wife and kids to fend for 

themselves.  
 
 When German Christians refused to support Hitler’s regime they were murdered in 
concentration camps.   
 

 Application:  

 
 Sometimes god rewards us in this life for faithfulness and sometimes he does not…  
  

When he does we rejoice! 
 When he does not we must fix our gaze on heaven…  
 

 Hebrews 11:13 (ESV) — 13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, 

but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were 
strangers and exiles on the earth.  (see also Hebrews 11:6)  

 We must be faithful no matter what the consequences…   
 
 Faithfulness to God despite great cost proves that God is more valuable than a pain free life or 

any of the treasures of this world.   
  
 Faithfulness is hard, especially when there is no immediate reward.  What is going to empower 
us to be faithful in these situations?  This brings us to the last point.   
 
 The context of faithfulness.  



 The specifics of faithfulness.  
 The reward of faithfulness.   
  
Fourth, the power for faithfulness 
  

What will empower us to live faithfully for God as exiles in a strange land?   God’s faithfulness 

to us!   Evidences of God’s faithfulness abound in this story.   
 
We see that…  
 
God is faithful to govern our lives…  
 

God is the main character and hero of this story, not Daniel.   

God is at work behind the scenes governing world history and the details of Daniel’s life. 

Daniel 1:2 (ESV) — 2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of 
the vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, 
and placed the vessels in the treasury of his god. 

It was God that gave Jehoiakim into King N’s hand…   

Daniel 1:9 (ESV) — 9 And God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the chief of 
the eunuchs,  

It was God that gave Daniel favor in the sight of the chief eunch…  

Daniel 1:17 (ESV) — 17 As for these four youths, God gave them learning and skill in all 
literature and wisdom, and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.  

Daniel 1:20 (ESV) — 20 And in every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the 

king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters that 
were in all his kingdom.  

It was God that ensured that Daniel and his friends find favor in the eyes of the king…  

God is faithful to govern the details of our lives (every detail).  

Application:  

Our careers, portfolios, the safety of our children and grandchildren, and our freedom do not 
depend on the whims of our bosses, our rulers, our military, our politicians, our supreme court, or 

our neighbors.  Every single detail of our lives (good and evil) is in God’s hands and he is faithful…  

(Matt. 10:29, Acts 4:28)  

What does this knowledge do?  It frees us up to be faithful to God no matter what, trusting 
him with the consequences.   When you tell the truth about your sales figures, your boss can’t fire 

you unless God allows it…  You are in his hands and he is in control…   

He reigns over all things.  This is the main theme of the entire book of Daniel.  

 God is faithful to govern our lives…   
  



 
 
 
God is faithful to forgive our sins…   

 We are often unfaithful.  Let’s be honest, we are not as brave and faithful as Daniel and his 

friends.  We often allow the world to squeeze us into its mold.   
 
 If this sermons message was, “Be like Daniel and things will turn out.” Most of us would be in 
trouble!   
 
 Thankfully this story is not (ultimately) about Daniel’s faithfulness or our faithfulness, this 

story points us to the faithfulness of someone much greater than Daniel.    

 
 It points us to the faithfulness of Jesus Christ who came 600 years later.  
 
 Like Daniel, Jesus left his heavenly home to live in a strange land.   
 Like Daniel, Jesus found favor in the eyes of God and man (Luke 2:40, 52).  

 Like Daniel, Jesus was given wisdom and skill (Luke 2:52 “and Jesus increased in wisdom and 

in stature and in favor with God and with man”)  
 Like Daniel, Jesus remained faithful when tempted with food (Heb. 4:15, Matt. 4).   

Like Daniel, Jesus remained faithful as he stood on trial before the civil authorities.    
 
Unlike Daniel, Jesus took the judgment that unfaithful Israel deserves on himself by dying on 

the cross in their place 

 
Why did he need to die on the cross?  To take on himself all the horrible curses of the 

covenant described in Deut. 28.  These curses were reserved for unfaithful Israel.  Like Israel we are 
unfaithful.  This means that he died for us.   
 
 Our salvation does not depend on our faithfulness.  It depends on the faithfulness of Jesus 

Christ. He was faithful to God every second of his life, including his death on the cross.  
  
 By looking to him you can be seen as faithful.  
 By looking to him you can be forgiven.  
 By looking to him you can find grace and strength to be faithful.  

 By looking to him you can be assured a place in heaven.     

 
We are exiles, living in a strange land, but Jesus is not preparing a place for us.  Although we 

are exiles now, we will return to our homeland, we will get back to the promise land.   Lets pray…  
 
   
 

   

 
 


