
Angels and Demons!  
Daniel chapter 10  

Sermon introduction:  
 

There have been many great battles in the history of the world.  Which battle was the 
greatest?        

 
Maybe the battle of Marathon in 490 BC  

Maybe the battle of Thermopylae in 480 BC  
Maybe the battle of Hastings in 1066 (the only time in 2000 years that Britain has been 

successfully invaded).   
Maybe the battle of Antietam 1862 (A key civil war battle)  

Maybe the battle of Stalingrad in 1942 (which led to the defeat of Hitler’s Third Reich)  
 

I think Americans can safely say that the greatest battle in our history was the battle of 
Yorktown in 1781.  

One scholar writes, “The Battle of Yorktown was the climax of the American Revolution 
and directly led to the independence of the United States of America. While others may have 

been larger and more dramatic, no battle in history has been more influential. From the days 
following their victory at Yorktown, Americans have steadily gained power and influence up to 
their present role as the world's most prosperous nation and the only military 

superpower.” (Historyplace.com)  

 These were epic battles, but none as epic as the battle that is raging all around us.  It 

started in Genesis 3, and it involves angels and demons, and it will not end until Christ returns. 
 

 Daniel 10 pulls back the veil on this fierce battle.  That brings us to the main point of this 
morning’s sermon.  Here it is…   

 
Prop: Don’t be afraid, angels are battling for you.  

 
Let me provide some context.  Chapters 10-12 contain the final vision in Daniel.  Chapter 

10 is the introduction to this vision, chapter 11 contains the vision, and chapter 12 contains 
God’s instructions in light of the vision.   

 
This morning we focus on chapter 10, the introduction to the vision in chapter 11.   We 

will look at three things.  
 

 The angel’s appearance  
 The angel’s battle  

 The angel’s charge   
 
First, the angel’s appearance 

 
 In verses 1-6, Daniel describes the angel’s appearance!  

Daniel 10:1–6 (ESV) — 1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a word was revealed 
to Daniel, who was named Belteshazzar. And the word was true, and it was a great conflict. And 

he understood the word and had understanding of the vision. 2 In those days I, Daniel, was 
mourning for three weeks. 3 I ate no delicacies, no meat or wine entered my mouth, nor did I 

anoint myself at all, for the full three weeks.  
 



It is the third year of the reign of king Cyrus of Persia (536BC).  It is roughly two years 
after the events of chapter 9.  Cyrus sent some of the Jews back to Jerusalem to rebuild the 

temple (Ezra 1:1-4).  It is not going well.  The Jews are being thwarted by their enemies. This is 
probably why Daniel has been fasting, praying, and mourning for three weeks.   

 
Why is Daniel still in Babylon?  We don’t know, but it probably has to do with his age. He 

is in his late 80s or early 90s.    
 

He is really discouraged.  Have you ever been really discouraged?  I mean really 
discouraged?   He cries out to God.   Then a great being appears.   

 
4 On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing on the bank of the great 

river (that is, the Tigris) 5 I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, a man clothed in linen, 
with a belt of fine gold from Uphaz around his waist. 6 His body was like beryl, his face like the 

appearance of lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of 
burnished bronze, and the sound of his words like the sound of a multitude.  

 
He is clothed in linen (priests wore linen to symbolizing holiness and purity. The NT 

describes angels clothed in fine linen (Rev. 15:6))  
Beryl (the high priest wore this gem on his breastplate (Ex. 28:20)  
His face is like the appearance of lighting (this suggests power, glory, and judgment in 

scripture).  

Who is this figure?  

  
 Some think this is the pre-incarnate Christ.  This is possible, but I’m not convinced.  Here 

is why-  
  

 Later in our text, we discover that this being was delayed for three weeks by the prince of 
Persia while trying to get to Daniel.  No one delays Jesus Christ.    

 
 Furthermore, this same being needed help from the angel Michael to defeat the prince of 

Persia.  Jesus Christ does not need from anyone, not even the angel Michael.    
 

 So, who is this figure?   
 

 This is an angel, probably Gabriel, based on the rest of Daniel.    
 

 The book of Ezekiel describes cherubim (mighty angels) with the language we find in 
Daniel 10.    

  
 The cherubim in Ezekiel also had the form of a man (Ezek. 1:5), the appearance of 
torches (Ezek. 1:13), limbs that gleamed like burnished bronze (Ezek. 1:7), moved about like 

flashes of lightning (Ezek. 1:14), and produced the sound “like the voice of the almighty.” (Ezek. 
1) 

 
 In light of this, we can safely conclude that the being described in Daniel 10 is an angel.   

 
 In verses 1-6, Daniel describes the angel’s appearance!   

  
 In verses 7-9, Daniel reacts to the angel’s appearance! 



 Daniel 10:7–9 (ESV) — 7 And I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the men who were 
with me did not see the vision, but a great trembling fell upon them, and they fled to hide 

themselves. 8 So I was left alone and saw this great vision, and no strength was left in me. My 
radiant appearance was fearfully changed, and I retained no strength. 9 Then I heard the sound 

of his words, and as I heard the sound of his words, I fell on my face in deep sleep with my face 
to the ground.  

 
 Even though the men with Daniel could not see the Angel, they felt his presence (similar 

to Acts 9).  As a result, “great trembling fell upon them, and they fled to hide themselves.”   
 

 Have you ever experienced such intense fear that you trembled uncontrollably?  Probably 
not!!!  

 
 Daniel is so terrified that every ounce of strength leaves him.   

 He can’t stop shaking.   
 He loses control of his muscles.   

 He staggers.  
 He can’t speak.  

 Finally, he passes out.   
 
 Verse 9 says, “I fell on my face in deep sleep with my face to the ground.”   

 He is literally knocked out cold with his face buried in the dirt.   
 

Application:  
 

In our culture angels are portrayed as sweet, kind, non-threatening, cuddly, feminine, 
cute creatures with pale skin, long blond hair, and feathers.   

 
Not this angel.  He is a terrifying warrior.   

 
When Daniel sees this angel, he is petrified.   

 
Why?  This angel reflects the glory, power, and holiness of God.    

 
Consider how Daniel responded to a created finite being who is a poor reflection of god’s 

glory!!!!   How would he respond to a vision of God, the uncreated infinite one, full of power, 
holiness, and majesty.  

 
God is way too nice to send anyone to hell…  

He is way too nice to impose his will on others…  
He loves and accepts all behavior…  
He would never judge anyone or hold anyone to a standard.   

 
For many, God is like Santa, no one really believes Santa’s threats to punish kids with 

coal at Christmas time for being naughty.  
 

Let this vision of this Angel correct our thinking…   
   

Obedience and submission to God’s is not optional.  
God will not be trifled with.  

God will not be mocked or sidelined.    
God must be feared.  



God will not share his glory with another (there are not many ways to this God).   
  

God is worth losing everything for, even your life.  
God is worthy of all adoration, respect, and praise. 

God is worth every sacrifice (money, friends, and family)    
 

Why did God allow Daniel to see this Angel?   
 

God wants Daniel to understand who is on his side.  Yes, Daniel, things are not going well 
in Jerusalem.  Yes, the temple remodel is being resisted by evil powers.  But Daniel, you have 

the God of angel armies on your side.  
 

God says the same thing to us this morning.  What foe are you facing?  You serve the God 
of Angel Armies.   

 
But what does the battle look like?  This brings us to the next point…   

 
 First, the angel’s appearance.  

 
Second, the angel’s battle  
 

 What do we learn about the angel’s battle?   
 

The angel battled the prince of Persia!  

Daniel 10:10–13 (ESV) — 10 And behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on 

my hands and knees.  

Daniel is passed out in the dirt.  Three times the angel approaches Daniel, places his hand 

on him, and comforts him (10, 16, 18).  The angel did not have to touch Daniel.  But he does, 
expressing the intimate tenderness, compassion, and grace of almighty God. 

11 And he said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly loved, understand the words that I speak to 
you, and stand upright, for now I have been sent to you.” And when he had spoken this word to 

me, I stood up trembling. 12 Then he said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that 
you set your heart to understand and humbled yourself before your God, your words have been 

heard, and I have come because of your words. 13 The prince of the kingdom of Persia 
withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I was 

left there with the kings of Persia,  

The angel says, “Daniel heaven has heard your prayers, and I have come to answer your 

prayers, but I was slowed down for 21 days by the prince of Persia.   The prince of Persia is 
mentioned again in verse 20.   

 Daniel 10:20 (ESV) — 20 Then he said, “Do you know why I have come to you? But 
now I will return to fight against the prince of Persia; and when I go out, behold, the prince of 
Greece will come.  

 Who in the world is the prince of Persia, and the prince of Greece for that matter?   
 

 He is a powerful, evil, territorial angel in the service of Satan.  Powerful enough to delay 
this good angel for 21 days.  The Devil placed this evil angel in charge of the kingdom of Persia.   

  



 The angel battled the prince of Persia.   
 

 The angel battled for a long time.   

Daniel 10:13 (ESV) — 13 The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one 

days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I was left there with the kings 
of Persia,  

 
The good angel and the demon of Persia battled for 21 days implying that the demon is 

very powerful.  How powerful?  The good angel could not defeat him alone.   
 

Illustration:  This reminds me of the epic battle in the Lord of the Rings between Gandalf 
and the Balrog.  Gandalf calls him “The demon from the ancient world.”  He looks to the 

fellowship of the ring and says, “This foe is beyond any of you, run!!!”  Gandalf stays back to 
fight the balrog.  He faces the Balrog on the bridge of Khazad-dum and says, “You shall not 

pass.”  Gandalf breaks the bridge and the Balrog falls into the abyss…  Gandalf thinks the battle 
is over.  He thinks he is safe.  So he turns to walk away. But as the balrog falls to his death he 

cracks his whip.  The whip reaches up and grabs Gandalf by the ankle pulling him into the deep 
chasm.  As the two fall through the air they continue to battle.  They end up fighting for days in 

dark tunnels and on the tops of mountains, way up in the clouds.  It was a horrible battle.  After 
ten days Gandalf emerged victorious, but he is so beat up that he dies.   

 

This battle lasted a long time, but good prevailed.    

 The angel battled the prince of Persia.   

 The angel battled for a long time.   
 

 The angel battled with the help of Michael!  

Daniel 10:13 (ESV) — 13 The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one 

days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I was left there with the kings 
of Persia,  

 
Daniel 10:21 (ESV) — 21 But I will tell you what is inscribed in the book of truth: there 

is none who contends by my side against these except Michael, your prince.  
 

Michael is mentioned four times in the Bible.  He is mentioned in Dan. 10:21, 12:1, Jude 
9, Rev. 12:7. Throughout the bible he plays an important leadership role in God’s army.  He is 

called a chief prince and an archangel.  
 

Michael fights on behalf of God’s people.   

The angel battled the prince of Persia.   

 The angel battled for a long time.   
 The angel battled with the help of Michael.  

Let’s make some application:  

 
There is an epic battle raging all around us.  

 
The famous Dutch Reformed theologian Abraham Kuyper writes,   

 



“If once the curtain were pulled back, and the spiritual world behind it came to view, it 
would expose to our spiritual vision a struggle so intense, so convulsive, sweeping everything 

within its range, that the fiercest battle ever fought on earth would seem, by comparison, a 
mere game. Not here, but up there—that is where the real conflict is waged. Our earthly 

struggle drones in its backlash.” (Kuyper quoted in Ferguson)  
 

The ultimate power struggles are not taking place in DC, in court rooms, senate 
chambers, or in the middle East, they are taking place in the spiritual realm.  

 
Everyone once in a while we catch a glimpse of these battles.   

 
Illustration:  King’s community experience.  

 
 Christian responses to spiritual warfare vary…    

 
 Some think there are no demons (secular humanism, this is a very western mindset, 

Psych. 101 at WSU)  
 

 Some think demons everywhere (colds, bitterness, traffic lights, shirts are demonic, 
etc…)  
 

 Some underestimate demons. (we have nothing to worry about…)   

1 Peter 5:8 (ESV) — 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 

around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  

 Mike K’s dream of the lion just before all hell broke loss at his church (adultery, splits, 

conflict, etc…)  
 

 Some overestimate Demons.  (talking to a person who had come out of the occult, I 
was scared for days)  

Piper writes, “Don’t be presumptuous, as though demons were weak; and don’t be 
anxious, as though they were stronger than Jesus. (Daniel 10 sermon called “Angels and 

Prayer”)  
 

Daniel was discouraged because the exiles plans to rebuild the temple were being 
thwarted.  Probably, by powers and principalities.    

 
 Sometimes, the cause of marital problems, parenting problems, financial problems, work 

problems, and church problems are demonic. 
 

 Satan stands behind abortion clinics, sex trafficking, prostitution, slavery, corrupt 
governments, gangs, and drug lords.   

 Ephesians 6:12 (ESV) — 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 

the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  

 We are up against a fierce foe!!!   

When you do evangelism, you are on the front lines.  Satan will resist you.   

 



(story of Dave W.) 
 

The battle is real…   
 

So, how do we face are fierce foe?   

 First, the angel’s appearance  

 Second, the angel’s battle  
 

Third, the angel’s charge  

 Daniel 10:19 (ESV) — 19 And he said, “O man greatly loved, fear not, peace be with 

you; be strong and of good courage.” And as he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said, “Let 
my lord speak, for you have strengthened me.”  

 The angel tells Daniel to do three things; fear not, be at peace, and be strong. Let’s look 
at this charge in reverse order.   

 The angel charges Daniel to be strong!   
 

 How can we be strong?  Through prayer.   
   

 Daniel was greatly distressed.  He prayed, and God heard his prayers (v. 12).  
 
 In the NT we are told to be strong by putting on the full armor of God.  Paul ends his 

famous discussion on spiritual warfare with a charge to pray.   

 Ephesians 6:10–18 (ESV) — 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his 

might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of 
the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able 

to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having 
fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as 

shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all 
circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of 

the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep 

alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,  

 One author writes,  

“Our prayers are weapons of warfare that provide ammunition for angels as they engage 
the demonic forces of evil in spiritual combat. Our prayers matter. They make a difference in this 

unseen but certain world of the spiritual.” (Akin) 
 

Your prayers matter.   
 
The angel charges Daniel to be strong! In addition…  

 The angel charges Daniel to be a peace!  
 



 How can we be at peace when we know that a cosmic battle is raging all around us?  
Because we know that God is in control.  This is the major theme of Daniel.  

 
 Imagine being in a battle with an omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent general!!!  You 

would have nothing to fear.  
 

As Daniel’s vision unfolds into chapters 11 and 12, we are reminded once again that God 
controls everything in the universe, and He wins in the end.  Therefore, we can be at peace.  

 
 The angel charges Daniel to be strong. 

 The angel charges Daniel to be at peace.  
   

 The angel charges Daniel to fear not!   
 

 Why? Because Angels are fighting for him.    

 Look at the last two words of verse 21.  

 Daniel 10:21 (ESV) — 21 But I will tell you what is inscribed in the book of truth: there 
is none who contends by my side against these except Michael, your prince.  

 An angel is fighting spiritual forces with the help of Michael.  Did you catch the last two 
words, “your prince?”  Michael is fighting for Daniel, because Michael is Daniel’s prince?  He is 
referred to as Daniel’s prince.  What an amazing statement.  Daniel has a heavenly champion 

waging war for him.  

 We have more than one heavenly champion fighting for us.  On this side of the cross, we 

know that the heavenly champion already fought for us and won.  His name is Jesus.   

 He came to destroy the work of the devil.   

 1 John 3:8 (ESV) — 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil 
has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 

works of the devil.  

 Hebrews 2:14–15 (ESV) — 14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he 

himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who 
has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death 

were subject to lifelong slavery.   

 

Christ defeated Satan by dying on the cross.   
 

As a result, Satan can no longer accuse us, threaten us with death, or hold us captive to 
sin.  

 
If Satan is defeated why does he still wreak havoc?  

 
Satan is a great dragon.  He has been dealt a mortal blow.  On the cross Jesus thrust a 

giant sword through his chest, it went all the way through his body and is sticking out his back.  

Satan is still alive, barley.  He is in great pain, but he has enough strength to thrash around and 
shake his tail.   

 



Christ defeated him decisively on the cross.  This means his doom is sure.   
 

When Christ returns, he will throw that old serpent in a bottomless pit.   
 

In the meantime, we have nothing to fear.   
 

Satan is real.  
Demons are real.  

But we have nothing to fear.  
 

Angels are fighting for us.  
Jesus Christ fought for us.  

And we know what happens in the end.   
 

Lets pray…    
  

 
   

 


