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INTRODUCTION 
     I’ve never been in a serious storm like October’s hurricane Michael.  From what Brittany Cole 

shared about her experience I never want to be.  She calls it the scariest moment in her life.  She 

described what it was like as 155 mph winds tore through their home.  The menacing roar of the 

wind is mixed with explosions of shattering glass as Brittany and her three-year old daughter are 

crouched on the bathroom floor while her husband struggles to hold the door shut.  For Brittany 

and her family their bathroom was a shelter in the storm.  And the bathroom was about all that was 

left of their home.  I can’t imagine.  Storms are scary.  Even the 60 mph gusts of wind I’ve 

experienced are scary. 

     Daniel chapter 11 speaks of another kind of storm.  The storms of war, persecution, and 

tribulation.  Recall from Daniel 10, that many of the Jewish exiles have returned to Jerusalem to 

rebuild the temple and the city.  But the rebuild is on hold.  The people of Jerusalem face heavy 

opposition.  Daniel fasts and prays.  God answers the prayer by sending an angel.  The angel reveals 

that behind the earthly conflict is heavenly conflict.  The good news: mighty angels fight for the 

people of God.  The bad news: the future holds more hardship not less.  In chapter 11, the angel 

tells Daniel of future storms that will ravage his people over and over and over again.  It’s not a 

message Daniel wants to hear.  But he tells Daniel so that the people will be ready and stand firm.  

It’s a message we need to hear as well.  While our storms may not be exactly like those of Daniel 11, 

we too experience the storms of life in a fallen world.  The question for Daniel’s readers, and us, is: 

“How can we stand firm in the storm?”  The angel’s answer: “The people who know their 

God shall stand firm.”   Know God to stand firm.  So, how does Daniel 11 teach us to know 

God so that we stand firm?  He wants us to know that God knows, know that God cares, and 

know that God delivers. 
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1. God Knows.   
Daniel 11 is one of the longest, most complex prophecies in the Bible.  So, it’s easy to get lost in 

the details and miss the big picture.  Here’s the big picture.  God tells his people what will 

happen in the future.  That means God knows. God knows what his people are facing.  Look at 

Daniel 11:2-4.  

And now I will show you the truth. Behold, three more kings shall arise in Persia, and a 
fourth shall be far richer than all of them. And when he has become strong through his 
riches, he shall stir up all against the kingdom of Greece. Then a mighty king shall arise, who 
shall rule with great dominion and do as he wills. And as soon as he has arisen, his kingdom 
shall be broken and divided toward the four winds of heaven, but not to his posterity, nor 
according to the authority with which he ruled, for his kingdom shall be plucked up and go 
to others besides these. 

 
     The fourth Persian king in verse 2 is likely Xerxes.  This Xerxes (aka Ahasuerus) is Esther’s 

husband.  In 480 BC, Xerxes’ fleet was crushed by the Greek navy in the battle of Salamis. 

     Next, the “mighty king” in verse 3 is Alexander the Great.  Alexander dies in 323 BC and 

leaves his empire to his four generals - not to his descendants.  That Alexander gets only two 

verses shows the focus of this vision lies elsewhere. 

Then the king of the south shall be strong, but one of his princes shall be stronger than he 
and shall rule, and his authority shall be a great authority. After some years they shall make 
an alliance, and the daughter of the king of the south shall come to the king of the north to 
make an agreement. But she shall not retain the strength of her arm, and he and his arm shall 
not endure, but she shall be given up, and her attendants, he who fathered her, and he who 
supported her in those times. (11:5-6) 

 
     These verses describe two of Alexander’s four generals: Ptolemy Soter, the king of the south, 

and Seleucus I, king of the north.  These two dynasties will wage war against each other for over a 

century.  Why the focus on these two dynasties?  The Ptolemaic dynasty, the kings of the south, 

ruled in Egypt.  The Seleucid dynasty, the kings of the north, ruled in Syria.  The reason for this 

focus is that the people of God – a significant number of them – are back in Jerusalem.  And 

Jerusalem is located right between Egypt and Syria (show map).  And so, the people of God will 

be caught in the crossfire between these two warring kingdoms according to a recurring pattern: 

someone is going to “arise” and “get strong” and then be “broken.”  Over and over and over 

again.  And God’s people are caught in the middle.  God wants his people to know that he 

knows. 
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     And he doesn’t just know the big picture, he knows the details.  In fact, this prophecy is so 

detailed and accurate that some scholars can’t believe Daniel was written before the fact.  But 

there are number of reasons to believe that Daniel was written in the sixth century BC.  Let me 

offer one: literary evidence.  If you were asked to read something in old English versus 

something in modern English, you could easily identify the timeframe of the writing.  The 

Aramaic of Daniel is similar to Aramaic writings from the sixth and fifth centuries BC.  Not only 

that, Daniel’s Aramaic does not match the Aramaic of the second century BC – the date critical 

scholars give to Daniel.  So, Daniel’s vision gives the pattern, and specific details, of the future.  

     And the historical details are spot on.  Look at Daniel 11:17. 

He [king of the north] shall set his face to come with the strength of his whole kingdom, and 
he shall bring terms of an agreement and perform them.  He shall give him [king of the 
south] the daughter of women to destroy the kingdom, but it shall not stand or be to his 
advantage. 
 

We know from other histories that the king (Antiochus III) of the north (Syria), gave his 

daughter, Cleopatra (not that Cleopatra), to the king (Ptolemy V) of the south (Egypt).  A classic 

strategy.  There’s only one problem: Cleopatra falls in love with her 10 year-old husband and all 

things Egyptian and turns on her father.  Antiochus III scheme fails just as the vision predicts. 

     Verses 5-20 predict a time where Jerusalem is “collateral damage” in a deadly power struggle.  

The storm of war rages all around them.  It’s scary stuff.  But as bad as it is being in the 

crossfire, it’s about to get worse: they’re about to become the focus of attention.  Look at verse 

21. 

 In his place shall arise a contemptible person to whom royal majesty has not been given. 

     This “contemptible person” is Antiochus Epiphanes (175-164 BC).  He targets the people of 

God in Jerusalem.  Look at verse 31. 

Forces from him shall appear and profane the temple and fortress, and shall take away the 
regular burnt offering. And they shall set up the abomination that makes desolate. 
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This is hard.  Not what Daniel wants to hear.  Not only are the people of God destroyed, the 

worship of God is destroyed by this one who calls himself “god made manifest.”  He profanes 

the temple by placing an idol of the god Zeus inside the Holy of Holies.  He stops the daily 

sacrifices.  He places a pig upon the altar.  He makes the Israelites worship unholy things.  And 

he threatens.  “If any of you circumcise your child, I will hang him outside your door and kill the 

mother.”  And just to make sure the Israelites got the message, he killed 80,000 men.  A serious 

storm is coming.  And it’s hard to hear.  It will be harder to endure.  But the angel says: 

“The people who know their God shall stand firm.” (11:32) 

     And it gets harder in verse 36. “And the king shall do as he wills…”  Verses 36-45 are 

extremely challenging.  Are these verses still speaking of Antiochus Epiphanes or someone else?  

There is no clear marker alerting us that the subject has changed.  But I think these verses speak 

of someone else.  A future king who will be like Antiochus Epiphanes in his hatred of God’s 

people.  It’s almost as if we’re looking through a camera and the focus has been on one king and 

suddenly in the background another king comes into focus.    

     Why do I think that?  Because many of specifics of these verses were not fulfilled by 

Epiphanes.  Verse 42 says, 

 He shall stretch out his hand against the countries, and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 

But Antiochus never conquered Egypt.  He did go to Egypt once.  But the emerging Roman 

empire does not want him to have the resources of Egypt.  So, they send one of their generals to 

meet him on the plains of Egypt.  In a famous story, the Roman general confronts Antiochus: 

“If you go in to Egypt, Rome will be your enemy.”  Antiochus replied: “I’ll think about it.”  The 

Roman general proceeded to draw a circle in the sand around him and said: “before you leave 

the circle decide.”  Antiochus wisely backed down and fled Egypt. 

     Another reason to think verses 36-45 are speaking of someone other than Antiochus is found 
in verse 45. 
 
 And he shall pitch his palatial tents between the sea and the glorious holy mountain. 
 
This likely refers to the plains of Armeggedon in Israel.  But we know from the secular histories 

that Antiochus died in Persia. 

     A final reason is that this passage seems to refer to the very end of history. 

At the time of the end… (11:40) your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall 
be found written in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. (12:1b-2) 
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What many have suggested is that Antiochus establishes the pattern by which to see much of the 

evil that is coming in world history.  Jesus speaks of a future “abomination of desolation” in 

Matthew 24.  Paul, in 2 Thessalonians, speaks about a future “man of lawlessness.”  John, in 

Revelation, speaks of a “beast.” 

     OK.  I’ve just thrown a lot at you.  But let’s step back and ask the question: “why is all this 

here in Daniel?”  Think about the storms in your own life.  The question we often ask: “Lord, 

do you know what’s going on?”  It’s the same question Israel asks in the storm of persecution.  

In Daniel’s vision, God is saying to his people in all times, “I want you to recognize what’s going 

on.  In this world you will have trouble.  But know that I know.  I know you and the intimate 

details of your life.  I know what you’re facing in a culture that says believing in God is stupid.  I 

know what you’re facing at school with losing friends because of me.  I know what you’re facing 

with a family that thinks you’re weird.  I know what you’re facing with children that are 

struggling.  I know what you’re facing in a difficult marriage.  I know what you’re facing losing a 

loved one.  Know that I know.  I told you there would be things that would be very hard.”  

“But the people who know their God shall stand firm.”  So, know that God knows.      
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2. God Cares. 
And know that God cares.  If he did not care, he would not warn. 
 

In those times many shall rise against the king of the south… (11:14) 
 
In his place shall arise a contemptible person... (11:21) 
 
For ships of Kittim [referring to Rome] shall come against him, and he shall be afraid and 
withdraw, and shall turn back and be enraged and take action against the holy covenant. 
(11:30) 

 
God warns “it’s going to be hard.”  When Antiochus Epiphanes steps out of the circle, he will, 

out of embarrassment and rage, go back to Israel and kill tens of thousands of God’s people. 

     God warns because he cares.  Before each of Joey’s many surgeries, his surgeon would always 

take time to tell us “this is what is going to happen.”  He would tell us how long it would take, 

some specific dangers, and what to expect afterward.  He cared for us by warning us.  And so 

God warns us: “In the world you will have tribulation… (John 16:33).” “Beloved, do not 

be surprised at the fiery trial… (1 Peter 4:14). 

     And we see God’s care not only in the warning but limiting the suffering. It’s easy to miss the 

clues in Daniel 11. 

 …for the end is yet to be at the time appointed. (11:27) 

 At the time appointed… (11:29) 

 …until the time of the end, for it still awaits the appointed time. (11:35) 

 …till the indignation is accomplished; for what is decreed shall be done. (11:36) 

 
Daniel 11 reveals a storm of earthly suffering and chaos.  But there is the thread of God’s 

sovereignty in it all.  He limits the suffering.  Satan is a liar and murderer and prowls around 

looking for someone – anyone – to devour.  As someone else said, “Satan is like a dog on a 

leash.”  When I walk my mom’s annoying little schnauzer, it’s always fighting to go over here 

and over there.  I’m constantly pulling on the leash to bring her back.  (If you’re looking for a 

slightly used schnauzer talk to me after the service!)  If it were not for the limiting hand of God, 

the evil in our world would be far worse.     
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     The next time you hear yourself saying, “Lord, do you care about what’s going on?”  

Remember Daniel 11.  He says, “Life in this world is hard.  But know that I know what you’re 

facing.  And know that I care.  None of your suffering is outside my sovereign and loving hand.  

Stand firm in the storm by knowing me.”  J.I. Packer said it so helpfully: 

 
There is no moment when God’s eye is off me, or his attention distracted from me, and no 
moment, therefore when his care falters. 

 
     But still, there is the lingering question: “Why does God let this happen?”  I mean, if God 

is good, why is there evil?  If he’s all powerful, why doesn’t he do something about it?  For 

some, the problem of evil has been a stumbling block to faith.  But it’s not just a problem for 

Christians, it’s a problem for atheists as well.  If there is no God, and life is just evolved from a 

primordial soup, then it seems like “survival of the fittest” is how life works.  So, Daniel 11 is 

just the “survival of the fittest” in history.  How can you call it evil? 

      “Why does God let this happen?”  The Bible teaches that God is sovereign and at the 

same time he made real creatures who make real decisions that have real consequences.  Since 

humans rebelled against God, suffering entered God’s good creation.  And God has done 

something about it!  At the cross, Jesus dealt Satan, sin, and death a mortal blow.  And now 

Satan, like a mortally wounded dragon, thrashes his tail trying to take down as many as possible.  

But his doom is sure.  Jesus will return to consummate a kingdom without Satan, sin, suffering, 

and death.     

     In the meantime, we learn that God is so good that he even uses our suffering for a good 

purpose.  In the darkness of Antiochus Epiphanes’ rule, we read in verse 35. 

…some of the wise shall stumble, so that they may be refined, purified, and made white… 

Though suffering is real and hard, God uses our suffering for a greater good.  He refines, 

purifies, and makes us glorious through suffering.  As one preacher put it: 

Not only is your affliction light in comparison to eternity and the glory there.  But all of it is 
totally meaningful…  I don’t care if it is cancer or criticism.  I don’t care if it is slander or 
sickness.  It wasn’t meaningless.  It’s doing something… It’s working for you an eternal 
weight of glory. 
 

How can we stand firm in the storms of life?  Know God.  Know that God knows.  Know 

that God cares.  And finally, know that God delivers.  
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3. God Delivers. 
We know that God delivers because he promises resurrection. 
 

At the time of the end… your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be 
found written in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. And those 
who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to 
righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. (11:40a; 12:1b-3) 

 
Here's another reason Daniel 11 is so significant.  If God got it right with Daniel 11, and he did, 

we know he’ll get it right with resurrection.  We can trust his promise to deliver his people 

through resurrection!  And this promise found its initial fulfillment in Jesus, whom God raised 

from the dead.  Jesus’ death on the cross and subsequent resurrection is the guarantee of our 

safety and deliverance.  Jesus himself said, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes 

in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never 

die.” (John 11:25-26).  To all who believe in Jesus, God says, “You are my people and I am 

your God; and I will deliver you, I promise.”   

     Do you know Jesus?  Is he your place of safety in the storms of life?  One of my sons has a 

blanket that makes him feel safe.  Before you’re too quick to judge, we all have things that make 

us feel safe.  An education.  A relationship.  A nice family.  A job.  Popularity.  These are the 

kinds of things we trust in to make us feel safe.  But when the real storms come, these will fail 

us.  Only Jesus Christ can deliver us from the storms of life.  Only he has defeated Satan, sin and 

death.  So where is your confidence?  You can tell where your confidence is by finishing this 

sentence: “I think my life will be OK because…”  How would you finish that sentence?  

Honestly.  Only Jesus can deliver you from storms of this life and the storm of God’s coming 

wrath.  Jesus is the only true shelter in the storms of life.  Do you know him?  Here’ s helpful 

takeaway from our study in Daniel: 

We’ve seen it through the life of Daniel.  Standing firm isn’t about being brave and heroic - 
it’s about knowing God.  It’s about knowing that he is the King whose kingdom will never 
be destroyed. 
 

The people who know their God will stand firm.  Know that God knows.  Know that he cares.  

Know that he will deliver you safely to his eternal kingdom. 


