
Daniel 3   

Courage under fire   

 

Scripture introduction:  We are currently working our way through the book of Daniel…  

 

Prayer for illumination:   please join me in prayer…  

 

Sermon introduction:  

 

 Her first husband died.   At the age of 18 she was a widow and a single mother.  A little while later her 

only son died.  Her second husband was a loser.  Plus, her new in-laws despised her because of her low social 

status.  Her first son by her second husband also died.  She would end up burying five of her eight children.   

 

Her second husband loved the tavern more than her.  When he was not in a drunken stupor he spent his 

time with other women.   

 

When he finally came home, it was only to beat his wife.   After a long season of physical abuse from 

her husband she gave birth to another boy.  She was so depressed that she wanted to abort the child.  

Fortunately, these plans were foiled.  She named the child Ludwig Van Beethoven.   

 

Ludwig’s mother spent her whole life in need of deliverance.  Deliverance from her in laws, deliverance 

from her violent husband, and deliverance from despair.   She was constantly inside a fiery furnace. 

 

Maybe you are in need of deliverance this morning??? 

 

Deliverance from an angry boss.  

Deliverance from a broken relationship.  

Deliverance from depression, addiction, or a joyless marriage.   

 

Who will deliver you?    

 

This brings us to Daniel 3.  The point of this chapter is simple…  Only God can deliver you from the 

fiery furnace.  Let me say that again…  To help us understand the nature of God’s deliverance we will look at 

three aspects of deliverance from Daniel 3.    

 

 Deliverance needed  

 Deliverance achieved  

 Deliverance obtained  

 

First, deliverance needed 

  

 Sometimes we need deliverance from evil people!  

 

 This story takes place not long over the events of chapter 2.  In chapter 2 king N. has a vision of a huge 

statue composed of four materials representing four kingdoms.   

 In verse 1 we learn that King Nebuchadnezzar builds a huge statue of Gold.  It was 90 feet tall, as tall as 

a 9-story building, and 9 feet wide.  With the construction of the huge statue he arrogantly proclaimed that his 

kingdom would last forever.   

 

 According to verses 2-7 he placed the statue on the plain of Dura.  Then he invited all the dignitaries 

from every corner of his far-flung empire to come and worship the statute.   



 

When the music started, people were supposed to bow down to the statue.   

 

Not bowing down was an act of treason.  Look at verses 6-7…   

 

 Daniel 3:6–7 (ESV) — 6 And whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into a 

burning fiery furnace.” 7 Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 

harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the 

golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.   

 

 Imagine being on a vast plain surrounded by thousands of people.  The music starts, everyone around 

you bows down.  After a few seconds everyone is bowing.  What would you do?  Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego probably felt alone and scared.  Standing for God is often lonely.  Sometimes Christians can’t hide in 

the crowd.  

 

 Daniel 3:8–12 (ESV) — 8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously 

accused the Jews. 9 They declared to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10 You, O king, have made 

a decree, that every man who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of 

music, shall fall down and worship the golden image. 11 And whoever does not fall down and worship shall be 

cast into a burning fiery furnace. 12 There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the 

province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no attention to you; they do 

not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.”  

 

 These men were probably intensely jealous of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego since they had 

recently been promoted by the king (2:49, 3:12).   

 

 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego needed deliverance from these evil people.  

 

 Illustration:   

My friend writes, “Church continues to grow in surprising and wonderful ways... we've been averaging 

over 100 people the last couple weeks and had 35/40 people come to our first membership class on Sunday 

night. The craziness has been from a lesbian woman in our city who has been complaining to the directors of 

the space we meet in. I'm concerned about where this is potentially headed (I.e. protesters or getting kicked out.) 

Would appreciate your prayers.” 

 

This friend needs deliverance.   

 Not only did they need deliverance from evil people!  

 They need deliverance from deadly fire!  

 Daniel 3:13–15 (ESV) — 13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they brought these men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar answered 

and said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship 

the golden image that I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, 

trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, well and 

good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god 

who will deliver you out of my hands?”  

 



  This question at the end of verse 15 is the key to unlocking this passage.  “And who is the God who will 

deliver you out of my hands?”   This is a rhetorical question.  The king did not expect an answer.  He believed 

that no one was able to deliver them from the fiery furnace.   

 

 Have you ever asked a similar question?  The question of the Pagan king Nebuchadnezzar…     

 

 We are tempted to think, “I know that God spoke the universe into existence and raised his son from the 

dead, but this problem I’m facing now…  wow….  It is big…   Who is going to deliver me from this mess????”  

 

 According to verses 16-18 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refuse to bow to the statue.    

  

Daniel 3:19–23 (ESV) — 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face 

was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven times more than 

it was usually heated. 20 And he ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men were bound in their cloaks, their 

tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 22 Because the 

king’s order was urgent and the furnace overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound 

into the burning fiery furnace.  

 Heated seven times hotter was hyperbole for as hot as possible.   Remaining in their clothes would 

ensure that they burned faster.  Clearly no one could survive this heat, king N. henchmen sure didn’t.   

 

 These men needed deliverance from evil people and deadly fire.   

 

 Application:  

 

 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego got into this mess because they refused to back down.   

This is often what happens ….  

 

The romans threatened the Christians with death if they refused to say that Caesar is lord, implying that 

Christ is not lord.   

 

When the Japanese controlled Korea between the world wars they tried to force the Korean Christians to 

perform emperor worship.   

 Maybe you have experienced the fiery furnace of not getting promoted because you are vocal about your 

faith?  

 

 Maybe you have experienced the fiery furnace of being rejected by friends, family, and neighbors 

because you talk about Jesus or are serious about holiness?   

  

 These are not the only fiery furnaces…   

  

 There is the fiery furnace of cancer, heart disease, bereavement, unemployment, financial ruin, divorce, 

addiction, loneliness, or depression…   

 

What fiery furnace do you need deliverance from this morning???   More importantly who will deliver 

you from your fiery furnace? This brings us to the second point.  

 

 First, deliverance needed.  



 

Second, deliverance achieved.  

 

 How is their deliverance achieved?   God is with them!   

 Daniel 3:24–27 (ESV) — 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He 

declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” They answered and said to the king, 

“True, O king.” 25 He answered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and 

they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” 26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came 

near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the 

Most High God, come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27 

And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and saw that the fire 

had not had any power over the bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their cloaks were 

not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them.   

 

 King N looks into the furnace.  He sees that they have not burned…  he is astonished.   He thinks, “This 

is impossible….   Who are these people and more importantly who is the fourth person in the fire with them?” 

 

 There is great debate on the identification of the fourth person.  Some are convinced that this is a 

Christophany (a manifestation of the pre-incarnate Christ).  Other evangelical scholars don’t think we have 

enough evidence in the text itself to say definitively that it is Jesus Christ.  But all agree that God is present with 

these men.  Either the angel represents God’s presence with them or Jesus is literally present with them.   

 

 BTW…  When God’s presence delivers them from death it is in fulfillment of a 200 year old promise.   

 

 200 years before Daniel 3, God made a promise in the book of Isaiah, to his people in exile 

 

 Isaiah 43:2–3 (ESV) — 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, 

they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not 

consume you. 3 For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior… 

 This promise was fulfilled in Daniel 3.   

 

How is their deliverance Achieved?  God is with them!     

 

 How is our deliverance achieved?  God is with us!     

 

 God was present with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to deliver them from the greatest fiery trial.  

God is with us to deliver us from our greatest fiery trial.    

 

 Although we don’t know for sure whether or not Jesus himself was with Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, we know for sure that Jesus is with us (John 1:14)  

  

  The second person of the trinity, God the son, took on flesh (human nature) to deliver us from our 

greatest fiery trial.  What is our greatest fiery trial?   

 

 We deserve the fiery furnace of hell.  Jesus spoke of this often.   

Matthew 13:41–42 (ESV) — 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his 

kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

 



Jesus probably had Daniel 3 in mind when he described hell as a fiery furnace.   But Dave, do we really 

deserve hell?  Yes…    

 

We are idolaters….  We break God’s laws every day.  We don’t bow down to 90-foot statues, we bow 

down to the idols of money, pleasure, approval, sports, and success.  An idol is anything we value more than 

God.   

 Here is the incredibly good news! Jesus was not just present with us, he was present for us. 

 

 He took our place on the cross, his greatest fiery trial. 

 

 But on the cross, in his hour of greatest need, there was no one to deliver Jesus.  He was abandoned by 

everyone, even his own father.  Why?  Because in that moment, when he hung on the cross, suspended between 

heaven and hell, the sin of the world was credited to him and God the Father cannot have any sin in his 

presence.   

 

 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were comforted by God’s presence.  Not Jesus…   

 

 He was forsaken by his father in our place, experience the fiery trial of the cross, (what we deserve) so 

that we would never ever be forsaken by God during our fiery trials.  God is with you.   

 

Now nothing can separate us from his love.  

 

Romans 8:38–39 (ESV) — 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 

present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

If God can deliver you from the fiery trial of hell, the ultimate fiery trial, he can deliver you from 

anything!!!   

 

Objection:   

 

Dave, do you expect me to believe that God actually delivered these guys from fire???  Answer:  This is 

not unreasonable to believe of you also believe that God spoke the universe into existence.  If there is a god than 

he must be powerful.   

 

Ok…  I believe that God saved Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  But can God deliver me from my 

fiery trial?  What do I have to do???  This brings us to the last point…   

 

 First, deliverance needed  

 Second, deliverance achieved   

 

Third, deliverance obtained  

 

These men were saved through faith!   

 

Daniel 3:15d–18 (ESV) — 15… And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” 16 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to 

answer you in this matter. 17 If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 

furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will 

not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.”  

 



King N asks a rhetorical question…  who can deliver you???  His answer, no one!  

 

They respond in verses 16-17.    

 

This is amazing…  With their lives on the line they did not feel the need to beg, plead for mercy, or 

explain themselves.   They simply trusted God to deliver them from the fire.   They believed that God is able to 

deliver…   

 

Did you notice the two “if” statements in verses 17-18?    

 

V. 17 “If god delivers us, and we believe he can, we will be thrilled.”   

 

v. 18  “If God does not deliver us, it must be for a reason, but we will still not worship your Gods.”  

 

There is no promise of deliverance in this life.  God is able to deliver us, God has the power to deliver 

us, but he may choose not to deliver us for our good and his glory.    

 

Isn’t this what Paul said in Phil. 1:21.   

 

Philippians 1:21 (ESV) — 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

 

Philippians 1:21 (The Message) — 21 Alive, I’m Christ’s messenger; dead, I’m his bounty. Life versus 

even more life! I can’t lose.   

 

This is the ultimate win-win scenario.  

 

Application:   

 

Here is the point…  

 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego believed that God was able to deliver them and if he did not deliver 

them, they still trusted him.   They were unafraid….  

 

God does not deliver good people.  He delivers people who trust in him?   You can’t earn his 

deliverance, but you can receive it by faith.   

 

God has the power to deliver you.  Do you believe this?  Do you also believe that he is still good if he 

chooses not to deliver?  Either way, he is worthy of our trust.    

 

Sometimes he receives more glory when he does not deliver us from our fiery trials…  

 

Illustration:  

 

David Calhoun (Cancer for 30 years).  What is more amazing?  Being healed of cancer or watching 

someone glorify God through a 30-year battle with cancer?  Matter the latter!!!    

  Nicholas Ridley and Hugh Latimer…  

   

Both men were faithful to Christ until the end.  

They were burned at the stack before a large crowd on October 16th, 1555.    

What was their crime?  Refusing to adopt the Roman Catholic view of the mass.   They cried out for 

deliverance from their enemies, but God chose not to deliver them. 



When  “The smith fastened a chain around the waists of both men… Latimer said, ‘Be of good courage 

master Ridley, and play the man, for we shall this day light such a candle by God’s grace in England, as I trust 

shall never be put out’. As the sticks caught fire, Ridley said loudly, ‘Lord, into your hands I commend my 

spirit; Lord, receive my spirit!’ Latimer prayed, ‘O Father of heaven, receive my soul’.”    

 

This scene inspired thousands of protestants to remain faithful to their convictions and their God.   

 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego…  

 David Calhoun 

 Nicholas Ridley and Hugh Latimer  

 

 All believed that God was able to deliver them.  Do you believe that God is able to deliver you this 

morning?   Deliverance comes to those who believe…   

 

 These men were saved through their faith…   

 

 What happens when Godly men and woman live by faith?  Others notice!  

Daniel 3:28–30 (ESV) — 28 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and set aside 

the king’s command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 

29 Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that speaks anything against the God of 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no 

other god who is able to rescue in this way.” 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in 

the province of Babylon.   

 

I want to address two groups in closing…   

 

I want to address the Christians…   

 

When you take a bold stand for Jesus, others notice.  They may think you are strange, but they notice.   

 

Some people were converted to Christianity as they watched Christians get eaten by Lions in the Roman 

Coliseums.  They saw their courage and they marveled….  

 

God will give you grace to take a stand…  and when you do, others will notice.   

 

I want to also address the non-Christians this morning…  

 

I’m really glad you are here…  

 

Maybe you have been impressed by the faith and courage of Christians???  

 

It is not enough to notice these things.  King N. noticed these things.  Furthermore, he even said in verse 

29 that “there is no other god who is able to deliver in this way.”  

 

But we have little evidence that after this event he repented of his ways and started worshipping the God 

of the Bible, the one true God.    In fact, we see the opposite as the book of Daniel unfolds.  

 What will you do with this story?  You have heard about the mighty works of God in Daniel 3 and in the 

cross and resurrection of Jesus.  You are in a room full of people whose lives have been transformed by Jesus.   

 



The only logical thing to do is repent of your sins and follow Jesus.   If you do God will deliver you.  

lets pray…  

 

   

 

  


