
 

Daniel 8  

 

Prayer for illumination:  please join me in prayer…  

 

Introduction:  

 

 Today is the International day of prayer for the persecuted church.   

 

 The voice of the Martyrs website tells the story a persecuted church leader named Abraham.   

 Abraham Ben Moses, has been trapped in an Indonesian prison for a year.  

 

He was born in a large and prominent Muslim family.  His father and father-in-law are prominent 

Muslim clerics. Abraham graduated with a degree in Comparative Religion and went on to teach at Indonesia’s 

largest Muslim boarding school, whose mosque accommodates 15,000 students. 

 

In 2005, Abraham began studying the Bible in order to disprove the Christian faith. Instead, Abraham 

became convinced that the Bible was the truth.  He publicly professed his faith in Christ on March 4, 2006.  

 

As a result, his Muslim wife left him.   

 

A little while later He was caught on video sharing his faith with a Muslim taxi driver.  This video went 

viral in Indonesia!    

 

Abraham was tracked down and arrested.  He now faces five years in prison and a fine of $3,500 for 

blasphemy.  He is one year into his prison sentence.  

 

His children wonder when they will see their father again.   

 

Many Christians around the world wonder when the persecution will end?   Some wonder if God is still 

in control of the universe.  If He is, then why do bad things happen to Christians?   The enemy seems so strong.  

 This brings us to Daniel 8.   

 

 God reminds Daniel in chapter 8 that he is in control of persecution.   This was meant to comfort Daniel.    

Proposition:  we too can take comfort knowing that someday persecution will end!  

 

This morning I have organized this sermon around two ideas…    

Understanding Daniel’s vision  

Applying Daniel’s vision.   

 

A little context…   

 

Daniel 7 discusses the history of four great kingdoms (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome).  

Daniel 8 focuses very narrowly on the history of the two middle empires (Persia and Greece).  With a special 

focus on the 2nd century BC.     

First, understanding Daniel’s vision   

  



 Daniel sees three creatures in his vision.  

 

 First, Daniel sees a ram.  

 Daniel 8:1–4 (ESV) — 1 In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a vision appeared to me, 

Daniel, after that which appeared to me at the first. 2 And I saw in the vision; and when I saw, I was in Susa the 

citadel, which is in the province of Elam. And I saw in the vision, and I was at the Ulai canal.  

 

The year is 548/547 BC, 3 years after the previous chapter.  Daniel is in the city of Susa, the capital of 

Persia.   

3 I raised my eyes and saw, and behold, a ram standing on the bank of the canal. It had two horns, and 

both horns were high, but one was higher than the other, and the higher one came up last. 4 I saw the ram 

charging westward and northward and southward. No beast could stand before him, and there was no one who 

could rescue from his power. He did as he pleased and became great.  

   

 Daniel sees a ram with two horns, one was taller than the other. The ram charged west, north, and south.  

Nothing could stop him!  

 

 Who is the ram?   

 

 In verses 15-19 the angel Gabriel appears to Daniel and interprets the dream for him. In verse 20 he 

unveils the identity of the ram.    

 

20 As for the ram that you saw with the two horns, these are the kings of Media and Persia.  

 

 The ram represents the Medo-Persian empire.  

 

 What else does Daniel see?   

 Second, Daniel sees a goat.   

 Daniel 8:5–8 (ESV) — 5 As I was considering, behold, a male goat came from the west across the face 

of the whole earth, without touching the ground. And the goat had a conspicuous horn between his eyes. 6 He 

came to the ram with the two horns, which I had seen standing on the bank of the canal, and he ran at him in his 

powerful wrath. 7 I saw him come close to the ram, and he was enraged against him and struck the ram and 

broke his two horns. And the ram had no power to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground and 

trampled on him. And there was no one who could rescue the ram from his power. 8 Then the goat became 

exceedingly great, but when he was strong, the great horn was broken, and instead of it there came up four 

conspicuous horns toward the four winds of heaven.  

 Who is the goat?  Gabriel tells Daniel in verses 21-22.  

 Daniel 8:21–22 (ESV) — 21 And the goat is the king of Greece. And the great horn between his eyes is 

the first king. 22 As for the horn that was broken, in place of which four others arose, four kingdoms shall arise 

from his nation, but not with his power.  

 

 This goat is the kingdom of Greece and the horn between his eyes is Alexander the great.   

 

 By age 21 Alexander the great was a general in the Greek army.  By age 26 he conquered most of the 

known world.  What were you doing when you were 26?  He did this very quickly, which is why we read in 

verse 5, that the goat moved across the landscape without touching the ground.    

 



 At the battle at the Granicus River in 334 BC Alexander’s army crushed the Persians.  

 

 With only 35,000 men Alexander forces waded across the river and attacked King Darius’s 100,000 

footmen and 10,000 horsemen.   The Persians lost 20,000 soldiers while the Greeks only lost 100 soldiers.  

(Ferguson, 170). 

 

 After this, Alexander conquered the known world from India to Italy by age 26. (show map)   

 

When he died at age 33, his empire was divided between his four generals (represented by the four horns 

in verse 8 and 22).  These four generals became four great kingdoms.  (Longman, 206)  

  

Summary…  

 

The ram and the goat represent Persia and Greece.  Greece, led by Alexander the great, attacked Persia 

and ruled the world.  When Alexander died, his empire was divided into four kingdoms.   

  

Application:  

  

Daniel 8 is not merely a vision.  It contains specific prophecy about historically significant events.  

Looking back, we can see that all these events came to pass just as God said they would.   

 

 Some argue that the book of Daniel was written after these events happened, but this is not supported by 

good scholarship.  To the contrary, the best scholarship dates Daniel in the 6th century BC.     

The bible contains hundreds of prophecies that have already been fulfilled.  I’m not taking about the 

vague Nostradamus prophecies that can be interpreted to mean anything.  I’m talking about very specific 

prophecies, that have already been fulfilled.   

 

Consider these prophecies about Jesus, given over 500 years before his birth…  

  

He would be born of a virgin- 700 years before Christ in Is 7  

He would be born in Bethlehem- Micah 5:2 

After his birth he would flee to Egypt- Hosea 11:1 

He would be sold for thirty pieces of silver- Zech 11:12-13 

He would be silent before his accusers- Is 53 

He would be spit upon- Is 50 

He would be crucified with criminals- Is 53 

His hands would be pierced- Zech 12:10 

He would be given vinegar and gall- Psalm 96:21 

Soldiers would gamble for his coat- Psalm 22:18 

Not one of his bones would be broken- psalm 34:20 

His side would be pierced- Zech 12:10 

He would rise from the Dead-  Psalm 16:10, 49:15 

 

Fulfilled prophecy proves, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that the bible is a supernatural book, written by 

God.   

 

 If this book was written by God it must be read, trusted, and obeyed.     

 The ram and the goat are interesting, but they are merely the opening act of Chapter 8.  Most of the 

attention in chapter 8 focuses on the third creature.    



 First, Daniel sees a ram.  

Second, Daniel sees a goat.   

 

 Third, Daniel sees a little horn.  

 Daniel 8:9–14 (ESV) — 9 Out of one of them came a little horn, which grew exceedingly great toward 

the south, toward the east, and toward the glorious land. 

 

 This little horn or kingdom grew large towards the glorious land, that is the land of Israel (Ezek. 

20:6,15).   This is not the same “little horn” mentioned in chapter 7.  The little horn in chapter 7 emerges from 

Rome.  The little horn in chapter 8 emerges from Greece. 

 

10 It grew great, even to the host of heaven. And some of the host and some of the stars it threw down to 

the ground and trampled on them.  

 

 This little horn/leader grew great by attacking God’s temple and God’s people.  The stars probably refer 

to God’s people, which makes the most sense in light of verses 8, 24, 12:3.  See also Genesis 15:5, 22:17.   

 

11 It became great, even as great as the Prince of the host. And the regular burnt offering was taken 

away from him, and the place of his sanctuary was overthrown.  

 

When the little horn became great he arrogantly thought he was as great as the Prince of the host, 

probably a title for God.  This will make more sense in a moment.  He also destroyed the temple.     

 

12 And a host will be given over to it together with the regular burnt offering because of transgression, 

and it will throw truth to the ground, and it will act and prosper.  

 

In other words, the little horn was allowed to destroy Israel because of Israel’s sins.  He was even 

allowed to trample the truth under his feet.  Again, this will make more sense in a moment.   

 

Summary of verses 9-12….    

 

In visionary apocalyptic language Daniel describes the little horn waging war on God’s people.  

 

This raises the question?  Who is this little horn?  

 

The answer to this question is important since the little horn is the focal point of chapter 8.    

  

Fortunately, nearly every scholar agrees that the little horn was a second century tyrant named 

Antiochus Epiphanes IV.  Epiphanes means “God made manifest.”  He often referred to himself as Theos 

Antiochus Epiphanes (the illustrious manifest God).   Others called him Epimanes, which meant the madman.   

 

Back to the earlier part of chapter 8, after Alexander died, his kingdom was divided among his four 

generals.  150 years later Antiochus took control of one of those four kingdoms, known as the Seleucid 

kingdom.  

 

 After he conquered Israel, he tried to Hellenize the Jews.  In other words, he forced them to adopt Greek 

culture, including Greek religion.    

   

 He canned the high priest and replaced him with a Greek philosopher.   

He banned circumcision.  

He brought temple worship to an end.   



He required everyone to eat meat.   

He burned copies of the scriptures and slaughtered anyone found with a copy.  (Duguid, 129, Greidanus 

277) 

 

  According to the book of Maccabees, which records the history of this time,  

  

  Antiochus “ordered his soldiers to cut down without mercy everyone in Jerusalem they encountered, 

and to butcher all who took refuge in their houses. It was a massacre of young and old, a slaughter of women 

and children, a butchery of virgins and infants. There were eighty thousand victims in the course of those three 

days, forty thousand dying by violence and as many again being sold into slavery” (2 Macc 5:12-14). 

 

 A while later, he sent 20,000 troops to massacre a group of Jews gathered for worship.  Afterwards, he 

sacrificed some of them on the alter in the temple. (Ferguson, 174)  

 

 Then, he placed a statue of Zeus in the temple (referred to as “the abomination that causes desolation”) 

and sacrificed a pig in Zeus’s honor. This was an abomination to the Jews.  Since pigs were considered unclean 

animals.   

 

 This was a low point in Israel’s history.  The people of God were being severely persecuted by an 

enemy of God.    

 

 This forces Daniel to wonder, “How long will the saints in Jerusalem suffer under this evil tyrant?”  In 

other words, “how long will the persecution last?”   

   

 Daniel 8:13–14 (ESV) — 13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to the one 

who spoke, “For how long is the vision concerning the regular burnt offering, the transgression that makes 

desolate, and the giving over of the sanctuary and host to be trampled underfoot?” 14 And he said to me, “For 

2,300 evenings and mornings. Then the sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful state.”  

 

 Verse 14 tells us very specifically how long the persecution will last.    

 

 It will last for “2,300 evenings and mornings.  Then the sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful state.”  

 

 How long is 2,300 evenings and mornings?    

 

 This could mean 2,300 days (7 years) or 2,300 morning and evening sacrifices which is 1,150 days (3.5 

years)  

 7 years could refer to the entire period of Antiochus’s blasphemous activity.  

  

3.5 years could refer to the time between the desecration of the temple and its cleansing.  

   

 We can’t be dogmatic about these numbers.  The point of the numbers is that Antiochus’s reign of terror 

will eventually come to an end through God’s sovereign hand.    

 

 One scholar writes,   

  

 “The purpose of these numbers is not for date setting, but comfort.” (Longman, 215) The message to 

Daniel was simple… At some point, the persecution will cease since God is sovereign.    

 

Verses 23-25 repeat the message of verses 13-14.   

 



Daniel 8:23–25 (ESV) — 23 And at the latter end of their kingdom, when the transgressors have 

reached their limit, a king of bold face, one who understands riddles, shall arise. 24 His power shall be great—

but not by his own power; and he shall cause fearful destruction and shall succeed in what he does, and destroy 

mighty men and the people who are the saints. 25 By his cunning he shall make deceit prosper under his hand, 

and in his own mind he shall become great. Without warning he shall destroy many. And he shall even rise up 

against the Prince of princes, and he shall be broken—but by no human hand.  

 

According to verse 25, Antiochus would be broken.  In other words, he would be decisively judged by 

God.   

 

 We know from history that God raised up the Maccabee’s (a group of courageous Jews) to fight 

Antiochus.  After a long and painful struggle, the Maccabees miraculously forced the Seleucids out of 

Jerusalem and rededicated the temple to God in 164 BC.   

 

 Every December devout Jews celebrate the Victory of the Maccabees and the cleansing of the temple 

with the feast of Hanukkah.    

 

 We have looked at four creatures.  

  

 The ram represents Persia  

 The goat represents Greece.   

The four horns represent the four kingdoms that came from Greece.  

 The little horn represents one of the evil Greek kings (Antiochus Epiphanes).  

 

 God allowed him to wreak havoc for a season and then he brought about swift judgment.  

 

 Hopefully the point is clear.  God allows evil for a season, but he wins in the end.   Let’s make some 

application…   

 

 First, understanding Daniel’s vision.   

Second, applying Daniel’s vision.   

   

 Three points of application…   

 

 First, like the original audience, persecution is in our future.  

 

 Daniel was able to see 200 years into the future.  He saw that his own people were going to suffer 

persecution under the hand of Antiochus Epiphanes.   

 

 The NT promises us persecution.    

  2 Timothy 3:12 (ESV) — 12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted,  

 Fortunately, we don’t face much persecution in this country.  This is largely due to the fact that we live 

in a free country.  But I wonder how long this will last?  Plus, I wonder if we don’t experience much 

persecution because we are afraid to speak of Jesus?   

 

 When persecution comes, we wonder, Like Daniel, “how long oh lord?”  The question, “How long oh 

Lord” is the most frequently asked questions in the Bible.  We see it especially in the psalms (Psalm 6:3, 13:1-2, 

35:17, 79:5, 80:4, 90:13, Isa. 6:11).    



 

Illustration:  

 

Pastor Du Hongbo always thought he would be the one sent to prison. Instead, his wife went to prison 

leaving him a single dad of two young boys (ages 3,1).   

 

In 2014, Du Hongbo and his wife, Cheng Jie, served at a school sponsored by their church.  

 

Cheng Jie (the wife) was arrested on Feb. 18, 2014, and detained for several months before the 

government officially charged her.  The charges were bogus.  The real reason the school was shut down was 

because it was sponsored by a Christian church.  

  

The pastor said, “When I made a decision to serve the Lord full time … I was thinking they would put 

me in jail. It was beyond my imagination that they would put my wife in jail.” 

 

The pastor said that while in jail his wife had been forced to get up at 5 a.m. and work until 10 p.m. 

Other Chinese prisoners have confirmed the long work hours, denial of treatment for medical problems and 

limited, poor-quality food….  (Voice of the Martyrs)  

 

The pastor wondered how long his wife would suffer in prison.  The two little boys (ages 1,3) 

desperately missed their mother.  When would the suffering end???  

 

 Maybe you have asked the same question?  How long will the persecution, hardship, and pain last?    

 

 Is there any hope???    

 

 First, like the original audience, persecution is in our future.  

 

Second, like the original audience, we know that persecution will cease.   

 

Israel’s persecution would not last forever. The little horn will only be allowed to persecute the 

followers of YHWH for 2,300 evenings and mornings then he would be destroyed.  (verses 13-14) 

 

His destruction represents the destruction of every anti-Christ including the anti-Christ.   

 

The little horn in Daniel 8 foreshadows the coming of the Anti-Christ described in the NT.  Paul calls 

him the man of Lawlessness in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-8.   See also Rev. 13:1-8 

 2 Thessalonians 2:3–8 (ESV) — 3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, 

unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes 

and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of 

God, proclaiming himself to be God. 5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these 

things? 6 And you know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery 

of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the way. 8 And then 

the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to 

nothing by the appearance of his coming.  

  Just like Antiochus was destroyed, someday the man of lawlessness will be destroyed.  

 

 This will be very easy for God.  He will do it with the breath of his mouth.   

 

 Not only will God destroy the Anti-Christ…  All evil will be destroyed, even the evil behind the evil.   



  Revelation 20:10 (ESV) — 10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire 

and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and 

ever.  

All suffering and persecution will end.  Dave, this is what you said last week?  I know, but Daniel’s 

alludes to this twice (chapter 7 and chapter 8).   So, I’m going to say it twice.   

 

In the meantime, God allows us to suffer for a reason.   

Romans 5:3–4 (ESV) — 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 

produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,  

First, like the original audience, persecution is in our future.  

Second, like the original audience, we know that persecution will cease.   

 

 Third, Like the original audience, our hope is in a restored temple!    

 

 Antiochus desecrated the temple, but God raised up Judas Maccabeus.  He led a successful revolt against 

Antiochus and restored the temple to its previous glory (see v. 14).   

 

 200 years later.  Satan tried to destroy the temple again.  Not a physical temple, but the real temple. The 

real temple is Jesus.    

 

 The temple was the dwelling place of God.  

 The temple was the place where God met with man.  

 The temple was the place where the sacrifices were offered to atone for sins.  

 

 All of these realities point us to Jesus.    

 

 Jesus is the very presence of God.  

 Jesus is the place where God meets with man  

 Jesus is the true and lasting sacrifice that removes sin.  

 

 He is the temple of God incarnate (John 1:14).  

 

 But don’t take my word for it…  listen to Jesus.   

 John 2:18–21 (ESV) — 18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these 

things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then 

said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was 

speaking about the temple of his body.  

 When Jesus was crucified the temple was desecrated again.  But it did not remain desecrated.  God 

restored his true temple by raising Jesus from the grave three days later.  

 

 The resurrection of Jesus, the restoration of the true temple, ensures that all persecution will cease 

someday.  

 

 Christ’s resurrection body is the proof that our bodies will be raised someday.    

 

 Because Jesus died for our sins and rose from the grave someday, we too will rise from the grave in 

glorified sinless, guiltless, imperishable bodies.  



 

 In the new creation there will be no more persecution.   

 In the new creation there will be no evil tyrants   

 In the new creation we will be in God’s perfect presence all the time since   

 

 Our hope is in the restored temple.  Not a physical temple, but the temple of Jesus body, the resurrection 

of Jesus.  

 

 Is the resurrection of Jesus Christ your hope this morning for liberation from all pain and suffering?   

  

 I hope so, since there is no other hope.   

 

 All those who put there hope in Jesus resurrection are guaranteed that someday all their persecution, 

pain, and misery will end.  

 

 Lets pray…  

 

  

  

 

  

  


