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Josh Soehner October 21, 2018 
 
Trusting God in the Lion’s Den of Life – Daniel 6 
 
Since God reigns, we can trust him in the lion’s den of life.     
 
1.  Since God reigns, we can trust him in persecution 
 a.  Persecution follows righteousness 6:2-5 

b.  Persecution in the world 6:2-5,13 
c.  Persecuted are rewarded Mat 5:10-11 
 

2.  Since God reigns, we can trust him with obedience 
a.  Obey God rather than man 6:10-11 
b.  Faith empower to obey Heb 11:33 
b. Prayer empowers to obey 6:10-11 
 

3.  Since God reigns, we can trust him for deliverance 
a.  God alone delivers 6:14-27 
b.  Deliverance glorifies God 6:26-27 
c.  Jesus delivers us 

 

During the 70’s in Asia, communist soldiers had discovered an illegal bible study.  As the pastor 

was reading from the Bible, men with guns suddenly broke into the home, terrorizing the 

group, shouting out insults and threatening to kill the Christians.  The officer in command 

pointed his pistol at the pastor's head and demanded, “hand over your Bible”.  

 

Reluctantly, the pastor handed over his Bible, likely the only one he had.  With laughter the 

solider threw it on the ground at his feet.  He shouted to the small gathering that, “We will let 

you go, but you must first spit on this book of lies.  Anyone who does not, will be shot!”  

 

The officer pointed his gun to a man, “you first”.  The man kneeled by the Bible and reluctantly 

spit on it, praying, father forgive me.  He walked to the door and left.  The officer motioned to a 

woman and said, “you next”.  In tears she spat only a little, but it was enough to satisfy the 

soldiers demand.  She also left through the door.  Quietly a young girl, maybe 16 or 17 came 

forward.  Overcome with love for the Lord, she knelt down and wiped the spit off with her 
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dress, praying, “father forgive them for what they have done to your word”.   The communist 

solider put his pistol to her head, and pulled the trigger. 

 

Thankfully, America has not yet reached this level of persecution, like most of the rest of the 

world, though the tide seems to be turning.   Like Daniel, who was an exile in a foreign land, we 

are pilgrims in a world that is hostile towards our way of life.  When tribulation strikes, we are 

tempted to capitulate, to disobey God’s law, conform to the world, and doubt God’s goodness.  

So, the question for us this morning is, when faced with peril, whether it’s pressure to 

compromise your faith or to face death by devouring, what will empower you to trust God for 

the outcome?   

 

God reigns over all.  It’s the same overarching theme that we’ve been revisiting for the past 5 

weeks in our Daniel series.  Dan 6: 26b “... for he is the living God, enduring forever; his 

kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to the end….”. 

 

Therefore, because God is sovereign, we can trust him whatever might befall us.  So, the main 

idea of the sermon this morning is simply this; since God reigns, we can trust him in the lion’s 

den of life.     

 

We are going to explore this idea through 3 points.   
1.  Since God reigns, we can trust him in persecution 
2.  Since God reigns, we can trust him with obedience 
3.  Since God reigns, we can trust him for deliverance 
 

1.  Since God reigns, we can trust him in persecution 

In chapter 6 we come to the end of the narrative/story portion of Daniel.  In the prelude to this 

final story there has been a change of power.  Dan 5:31, “And Darius the Mede received the 

kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.” The Babylonian empire has now fallen to the 

Medo-Persian empire just as Daniel interpreted would happen in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 

back in chap 2.  (Another reminder of God’s sovereignty.  The kingdom of men rise and fall, but 

God’s reign and rule is eternal). 
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Unlike many kids Bibles, that often portray Daniel as a strong, handsome youth cuddled up with 

the lions, Daniel is actually a grizzled veteran.  He is likely 80 years old at this point.  Even with 

the change in dynasty Daniel has continued to prosper.  We learn in the first 3 verses of chap 6 

that Daniel was one of 3 high officials who were to help oversee 120 provincial governors, 

called satraps.  And because Daniel was a faithful servant, Darius planned on making him 

President of the entire empire.   

 

Dan 6:3 Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials and satraps, 
because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the whole 
kingdom.” 
 

This promotion seems to have stirred the other officials to set a trap for Daniel likely because 

they were jealous.  Their strategy is to conspire and find a complaint against Daniel in 

connection with the law of his God.  Persecution often follows righteous living.  Here’s what 

happened to Daniel. 

 

Dan 6:6-7 Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to 
him, “O King Darius, live forever! 7 All the high officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the 
satraps, the counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should establish an 
ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever makes petition to any god or man for 
thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 
 

Now Daniel had done nothing wrong.  In fact, he was doing everything right.  We just read in v3 

that he was distinguished having an excellent spirit.  Dan 6:4b.. they could find no ground for 

complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault was found in him.” 

 

Darius had set up this hierarchical structure so he would not suffer financial loss (v2).  It was a 

common practice for officials to skim from the top.  Governments were still corrupt 2600 yrs 

ago.  You can almost hear the others saying, "If Daniel isn’t going to let us get away with this, 

we are going to do away with him”.  Daniel was being persecuted because of his righteous 

living.   
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The winds of persecution are blowing upon Christians - and we can trust God when we face 

persecution because it’s what we are called to.  2 Tim 3:12 “Indeed, all who desire to live a 

godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”  Tribulation is the norm for godly living, it’s not 

the exception.  We in America have been so blessed that we may mentally understand 

persecution, but we don’t fully yet understand it physically and spiritually like much of church 

history has.  

 

Therefore, we should not be too surprised when others insult us for our righteous living, or 

when we are excluded at school because we don’t engage in sex and drunkenness, or when we 

are gossiped about at work, because we don’t participate in the laughter of filthy jokes.   

 

A few years ago, when the Supreme court ruled that it is a fundamental right guaranteed for 

gay couples to marry, a member of our church was accosted by a customer of theirs, for not 

publicly promoting the decision through their business.  Understand, their business did not say 

anything against the decision, they were targeted because they did not come out and celebrate 

the decision.   

 

In addition, we can trust God when we face persecution because though we are in the world, 

we are not of it.  Remember Daniel was an exile, captive in the land of Babylon, and though he 

was in the culture of his day, he was not of the culture, he was still very much a faithful Jew.  

This is the same for us.  Jesus tells us in John 15 that we are not of the word and the world 

hates us, but instead we are chosen out of the world.  This is not our home. 

 

The good news is that we can trust God when we are persecuted because there is a promise of 

reward for us.   

 

Mat 5:10-12 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. (you are not of this kingdom) 11 “Blessed are you when others revile you 
and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and 
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be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you. 
 

In regards to persecution, we in 2018 are no different than Daniel the prophet who was 

persecuted or Jesus the Son of God whom they put to death.  Persecution and tribulation are 

part of the Christian life.  Remember, Daniel was no spring chicken.  Sometimes our biggest 

tests, and tribulations may come when we are older and more spiritually mature.  This is not 

meant to scare, but to encourage you that God knows when and what you can handle to refine 

you like gold. 

 

One reason that will hinder your trust of God during tribulation is if you fail to see that God is 

sovereign in suffering, even allowing it for your good.  If we don’t understand that God is in 

control, the temptation will be there to doubt God’s goodness under pressure.  Sometimes 

both inadvertently AND purposely the Christian world denies God’s sovereign hand in suffering.  

It comes as subtle as the following phrase…“God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your 

life”?  Yes, God does love you, but define wonderful.  If by wonderful you wrongly understand 

that coming to Christ opts you out persecution, then you will be sadly disappointed not if, but 

when tribulation strikes.  It will be difficult to trust God if you don’t see that he sovereignly 

allows persecution and tribulation.   

 

Listen to this “wonderful” life story from the book Tortured for Christ.  A young Christian girl 

became a worker in the underground church in communist Romania.  Now it had been 

discovered that she was secretly spreading the gospel and teaching children about Christ.  They 

decided to arrest her, but to make her arrest as agonizing and as painful as possible, they 

decided to delay her arrest until the day she was to be married.  On her wedding day, as she 

was dressed as a beautiful bride, the door was burst open and the police rushed in.  But when 

the bride saw the police, she held out her arms to be handcuffed.  She looked to her beloved, 

then kissed the chains and said,” I thank my heavenly bridegroom for this jewel He has 

presented to me on my marriage day.  I thank Him that I am worthy to suffer for Him.”   
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Yes, God does love you, and does have a wonderful plan for your life.  His plan is that you 

become more like his glorious Son, Jesus Christ, and that often happens through the pain of 

tribulation. We are like jars of clay that contain treasure.  In God’s providence he often allows 

us light, momentary, affliction to prepare for us an eternal, weight, of glory that is beyond all 

comparison 2 Cor 4. 

 

If you are granted to suffer persecution like the Romanian Christian girl, then you will be 

molded to be more like Christ.  The better question for us might actually be, why are we not 

facing any persecution?  Please here me, I’m not saying go seek it out.  But Jesus himself said, 

“in the world, you will have tribulation”.   

 

If you have zero persecution, ask yourself, is the light of Christ shining through you in this dark 

world?  Are you telling others about the danger of hell? Do you have an excellent spirit in the 

workplace? If so, you can expect to face tribulation.  We can trust God when the world 

persecutes us.  Jesus said, take heart for I have overcome the world. 

 

Since God reigns, we can trust him in persecution. 

 

Our second point is that since God reigns, we can trust him with our obedience.   

 

Picking back up with our story, Daniel’s adversaries convince Darius to enforce the injunction 

against prayer.  

 

Dan 6:8-9 Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be 
changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 9 
Therefore King Darius signed the document and injunction. 
 

Historically, according to the law of Medes and the Persians, once any type of ordinance or law 

was created, it could not be revoked.  What has effectively happened is a law has been created 
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to make it illegal to pray to the only One worthy of prayer.  This poses a big problem for Daniel.  

Who is he to obey, the law of the land, or the God of His fathers? What does Daniel do? 

 

Dan 6:10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where 
he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees 
three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously. 
 

We are called to obey God rather than men.  Because Daniel trusted in the sovereignty of 

God’s goodness, he could obey Him without fear of the outcome.  The second Daniel knew the 

document had been signed he went home, he got down on his knees and prayed to the living 

God with the windows open!  Amen! Oh, that we would have the boldness and courage of 

Daniel to obey God in the midst of an age that is anti-Christ. 

 

What will empower the pastors of our church to not stop preaching God’s one true design for 

marriage once it becomes illegal to do so?  What will empower you if one day it’s against the 

law to say certain things are sinful?  Who will you obey? 

 

What empowered Daniel to trust God and obey?  2 things. 

 

First, Daniel had faith, specifically faith in a sovereign God.  Heb 11:33 tells us that Daniel had 

faith to stop the mouths of lions.  Where did Daniel acquire this level of faith? Well, if you’ve 

been with us during the past 5 weeks, you will remember that Daniel was given the ability to 

interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams both in Chap 2 and 4.  And what God said would happen, 

happened.   

 

In addition, Daniel could look back over his life as an exile and remember God’s faithfulness to 

keep and protect him from the time he was a youth in Nebuchadnezzar’s court.  Now most of 

us are not dream interpreters, but God speaks to all of us through His word, through others, 

and through his spirit. 
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I promise you if you are a Christian, God has been faithful to you in times past.  I challenge you 

as a faith building exercise, go home and recount God’s faithfulness in your life.  I know you will 

see the hand of a sovereign God directing your steps and your path, even, in light of bad 

choices you’ve made.  I think back to over 15 years ago.  I knew God was calling us to Spokane 

from Austin TX, to purchase and start the franchise business that I now own. It was a hard 

decision, but Johanna and I felt God was calling us so we obeyed and followed.  In 2005 I quit an 

amazing job, started a new business, and bought our first home.  Each one of those 3 things by 

themselves are considered a top life stressor.   

 

Our first year in Spokane was miserable.  Business was horrible, it wasn’t what I expected, 

missed revenue goals, terrible employees, and a small claims court battle that I lost $2000.  In 

addition, one of my brothers passed away that year, and Johanna, suffered multiple 

miscarriages.  But I knew God called us to Spokane to start CertaPro, and God knew because He 

is sovereign what that year would entail.  

 

He was faithful to preserve us and make us more like Christ through it all.  I often look back at 

God’s hand of faithfulness during that year in the way he provided both physically and 

spiritually for us.  It’s a huge faith builder for me to trust God during other times of obedience 

(like during an audit I’m now going through).  Having faith in a God who is in control over our 

lives empowers us to trust and obey Him. 

 

What is the difference between trust and faith?  Trust is faith in action.  Trust depends upon 

faith.  Trust, is the manifestation of our faith demonstrated in our thoughts and actions.  If I 

have faith, absolute confidence that God reigns, I therefore am empowered to act upon that 

faith by “trusting God” with my obedience no matter what the consequences might be.   

 

Recall, in Acts 5 the apostles were imprisoned for preaching the gospel.  They were arrested 

and charged not to speak in the name of Jesus.  That night, they were freed by an angel and the 

very next thing they did is to preach Christ to the people.  It’s because they had faith in the 
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risen Christ, so they were empowered to trust and obey no matter what the outcome.  When 

confronted again by the council Peter boldly told the High Priest that, “We must obey God 

rather than men.” The apostles did not fear the outcome, because they had faith in the risen 

Christ, and were empowered to obey God despite being beaten which they suffered with joy.  

 

The second way we can be empowered to trust and obey is through a regular prayer life.  This 

was the very mechanism Daniel’s adversaries sought out against him; his prayer life.  Trusting 

God with our obedience will be hard if we do not have regular communion with Him.  Often, 

you will hear topical sermons on prayer from Daniel 6, discussing a prayer model that we need 

to pray 3 times a day, or that we must pray with our windows open.  While praying 3 times a 

day is a good thing, and having your windows open in the middle of winter may help you from 

snoozing, they are not the focal thought.  The main idea is that Daniel had cultivated 

communion with God through a regular prayer life.  It was so developed that when his enemies 

sought to tempt him not to pray to God, Daniel was able to boldly obey God rather than men. 

 

Brothers and sisters, do not expect to have courageous obedience if you pray only 3 times a 

week, or for some maybe 3 times a month.  Listen, the enemy of God is the enemy of God’s 

people.  His goal is to wear out the saints through battle fatigue. 1 Peter 5:8 Be sober-minded; 

be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 

devour. 

 

We like Daniel need to be discipled in our prayer life to trust and obey.  This habit of prayer 

wasn’t one Daniel just started with his new Persian promotion.  Listen how the NKJV states it.  

Dan 6:10b... he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks 

before his God, as was his custom since early days.  (ESV “as he had done previously”).  

Regular, consistent communion with God through prayer was Daniels way of life.  We also 

should cultivate a regular prayer life through communion with God.  When we do, we will be 

able to persevere.  
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A regular prayer life will also empower us to obey by instilling hope in the life to come.   

Dan 6:10 When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where 
he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem.  
 

There is a specific reason Daniel prayed towards Jerusalem.  For new Covenant Christians, we 

aren’t to make of this some type of ritualistic behavior for ourselves like praying to Mecca or 

the GCF N. campus building.  Daniel new his Old Testament.  He knew the promise of God for 

deliverance and return from captivity was soon to come. 

 

Jer 29:10 “For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit 
you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place”. 
 
Psa 48:1-2 Mt Zion is the joy of all the earth, it’s the city of the great king  
 
Isa 59:20 “And a Redeemer will come to Zion”. 
 

I know you have heard the good news that Jesus is coming back to this earth? He who testifies 

to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” - Rev 22:20 

 

Is your prayer life saturated with the call, Come Lord Jesus?  Do you cry out in prayer often for 

God to send His son and rescue us from the bondage and captivity of this world?  If you pray 

regularly for the hope to come, you will have faith to trust and obey no matter what you might 

lose in this life, because you know that you only have Christ to gain either in death or at His 

return.   

 

Since God reigns, we can trust him with our obedience. 

 

Our third and final point is since God reigns, we can trust Him for deliverance.  This has been a 

consistent recurring theme in Daniel that God delivers.  The questions for us today is, why can 

we trust God to rescue us?  

 

God alone has the power to deliver.   
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Dan 6:14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was much distressed and set his mind to 
deliver Daniel.  And he labored till the sun went down to rescue him.   
 
Dan 6:16 Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. 
The king declared to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” 17 
And a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his 
own signet and with the signet of his lords, that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 
 

Not even King Darius who is ruling the Persian kingdom can rescue Daniel.  Daniel was dropped 

into a dark pit with hungry ferocious lions that had a taste for human flesh.  A large heavy stone 

was brought and laid on the mouth of the pit so that Daniel could not get out from within.  And 

to top it off it was sealed with the king's own signet ring so that nothing might be changed 

concerning Daniel.   

 

Do you see the picture that the Holy Spirit is painting before our eyes? It was humanly 

impossible for Daniel to be delivered.  Not by his own power or that of the king.   

 

After a long and sleepless night Darius raced to the den the next morning. 

Dan 6:20-23 And as he came near to the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of 
anguish. The king declared to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, 
whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?” 21 Then Daniel said to 
the king, “O king, live forever!  22 My God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths, and they 
have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, 
I have done no harm.” 23 Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be 
taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was 
found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 
 

Daniel’s faith in the living God empowered him to trust God alone for deliverance.  And because 

he trusted God for deliverance not only was he rescued, but God was glorified. 

 

Deliverance glorifies God.  When God delivers He is glorified. After Daniel is rescued and his 

enemies and their families thrown into the lion’s den and devoured (picture of God’s 
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judgement for those who do not trust Him), King Darius makes the following proclamation 

throughout the entire Persian kingdom. 

 

Dan 6:25-27 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in 
all the earth: “Peace be multiplied to you. 26 I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion 
people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for he is the living God, enduring 
forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to the end. 27 He 
delivers and rescues; he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, he who has saved 
Daniel from the power of the lions.”  
 

Though Daniel is a key character in this story, ultimately the focus is on the Living God and his 

supremacy.  Our God reigns! The outcome of Daniel’s deliverance is the glory and the power of 

God proclaimed throughout all the earth.   

 

Often, because God is sovereign, and He knows best, He will allow us to come to the end of 

ourselves.  He will allow us to face situations that seem impossible to escape so that He can get 

all the glory and honor in our deliverance.   

 

So, have you ever felt completely trapped with absolutely no way out? Have you ever felt like 

you were about to be fed to the lions? Maybe your marriage is crumbling.  Do you trust that 

God has the power to save your marriage?  Some of you are suffering from a chronic illness.  Do 

you trust that God can work a miracle and deliver you from disease?  Maybe you’ve been 

falsely accused in the workplace and have lost your job or your good name.  Do you trust in a 

God that can save you from the power of the lions and restore you to prosperity like He did for 

Daniel at the end of our story? 

 

Daniel serves for us as a wonderful picture of trusting God in persecution, with our obedience 

and for deliverance.  And the best news is saved for last.  Just like God sent His angel to deliver 

Daniel, God has sent Someone greater to rescue us. 

 

Jesus brings deliverance 
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We have a greater and perfect Daniel to look to for hope and trust in deliverance from the 

eternal lion’s den.  Roughly 600 years after Daniel there came another man from the tribe of 

Judah, Jesus the son of David.  Like Daniel, Jesus was persecuted by his enemies having done 

nothing wrong.  In fact, Jesus served his King, God the Father, blamelessly with perfection – 

something no other man has ever done.  And like Daniel, Jesus was falsely accused and taken 

captive by a foreign power, Rome.  And like Daniel, Jesus was delivered to the lion’s den.  Yet, 

His lion’s den was far worse than that of Daniel.  His was to actually suffer a horrible and 

tortuous death of Roman crucifixion.  His punishment included suffering the full and fierce 

wrath of a Holy God for your sin and my sin. Jesus was devoured for us!  

 

After he died, Jesus’s body was laid in a tomb and a large stone rolled over.  And like Daniel’s 

stone was sealed by the king’s signet, Jesus’s was sealed with guards by order of the governor 

of Jerusalem.  But because He fulfilled the law of God to perfection, God raised him from the 

dead and Jesus came forth in victory from the tomb. 

 

So, if you are in Christ Jesus this morning, rejoice because God has delivered you from the 

eternal lion’s den of hell.  And if you find yourself still held captive by besetting sin, know that 

Jesus’s victory over death and sin brings you the power for deliverance from the bondage of sin.  

Trust Him for deliverance, by praying, by saying no to your sin and being obedient, and watch 

what He will do.  And if you don’t know Jesus the rescuer this morning, I ask you to trust Him 

with your life, you won’t regret it. 

 

In conclusion, because God is sovereign, and he knows what’s best for us, when tribulation 

strikes, we may not be completely delivered from the lion’s den of this life.  But like God sent 

His angel to shut the mouths of lions for Daniel, God has given us the spirit of Christ to 

strengthen and comfort us no matter what peril we face.  Nothing can separate you from the 

love of God that is in Christ Jesus.  In this world, Jesus doesn’t promise an easy life.  He does 

however promise that we can have life in Him and life abundantly.  Since God reigns, we can 

trust Him in the lion’s den of life.  Amen! 


