
Revelation 1:9-18 

Dropping dead on Easter!   

 

Introduction:   

 

 His back, knees, and hands throbbed with pain as he stood over a pile of dusty rocks.  His mouth was 

dry and parched.  A bead of dirty sweat ran down his sun burned face.  He did not think he could survive 

another day on this God forsaken island.    

 

As he looked around all he could see were piles of rocks.  There was nothing green anywhere.  He was 

stuck in the middle of the Aegean Sea on an island, 65 miles from civilization.   

  

As he stared off into space, thinking about his younger years.  He remembered how he used to be so full 

of hope.   

 

His day dream came to a quick and painful end as a whip tore the skin off of his left shoulder.   “Get 

back to work, you lazy fool” yelled the soldier who was standing 8 feet behind him.    

 

John was a prisoner on the island of Patmos, working the rock quarry.  It was 95 AD.  John was 90 years 

old.  What was his crime?  Simply this…  he was a follower of Jesus Christ.    

 

He was sent here because of the policies of Emperor Domitian, who was described as “a savage 

monster” and a “beast of a man” by secular historians. (Beeke)  

 

This was John the apostle.  

This was the same John who spent time with Jesus.  

This was the same John who saw and touched the risen Christ.  

 

But that was 60 years ago.  60 years is a long time.  Where were you 60 years ago?  

 

Now John is a prisoner on the island of Patmos and the risen Christ is nowhere to be seen.   

 

FCF… 

 

I would be willing to be that John wondered what went so terribly wrong?   

 

Why was he a prisoner on this island if Christ rose from the dead?   

Why were the churches in such bad shape if Christ rose from the dead?    

 

The risen Christ seemed to be MIA (missing in action)   

 

Maybe you have wondered the same thing.  

 

If Christ rose from the dead, why am I so depressed?  

If Christ rose from the dead, why is my marriage such a mess?  

If Christ rose from the dead, why am I so lonely?  

Why is our culture falling apart?  

Why am I always in pain?  

Why does it seem like Satan is winning?   

 

What is the risen Christ doing???    

 



 Be encouraged!  According to our text,  

 

the risen Christ is alive and well, therefore we have nothing to fear! (repeat)    

 

 This is the message of Revelation 1:9-20.  To help us understand this message, I want to look at two 

things-  

 

 The vision of the risen Christ.  

 The command of the risen Christ.   

  

First, the vision of the risen Christ    

 Revelation 1:9–12 (ESV) — 9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and 

the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the 

testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 

11 saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to 

Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” 12 Then I turned to see the voice 

that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw… 

 What do we learn about the risen Christ from this vision?  Several things.  But, before we analyze John’s 

vision let me provide some context.   

 

 Historical Context…   

 

Jesus died on the cross sixty years before these events.  After he died, he rose from the grave and 

ascended to heaven.   

 

 In other words, this is a vision of the risen Christ.  Said another way, the truths about Christ in this 

vision, are made possible because of the resurrection. (1:17-18)  

 

 Literary context….     

 

The book of Revelation contains several visions.  These visions are not meant to be interpreted literally.  

For instance, no one thinks that the risen Christ literally has a sword coming out of his mouth.  More on that in a 

moment.   

 

This vision is meant to tell us who Jesus is, not what Jesus looks like!  We can’t get bogged down in the 

details.  The key is the big picture.   

 

With that in mind, let’s look at John’s vision of the risen Christ.  We learn several encouraging things, 

like what?  

 

 The risen Christ is present.   

 

Revelation 1:12–13 (ESV) — 12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning 

I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man,….  

 The risen Christ is standing in the middle of seven golden lampstands.  The lampstands represent the 

churches (Revelation 1:20).  The number seven symbolizes fullness.  These seven churches represent all the 

churches throughout the church age.   

 



 Verses 12-13 borrow from the OT.   In the OT the priests had a very important Job.  They made sure that 

the lampstands in the temple never burned out (Ex. 25:31, Lev. 24:1-4).   

  

 Jesus is the perfect high priest.  He makes sure that the lampstands in the church (the new temple) 

always burning brightly for his glory in a dark world.    

 

 Did you notice where Jesus is standing?  Our text says that he is standing in the midst of the lampstands.  

In other words, he is standing in the middle of his churches.    

 

 This means that he has never left the church.  If you are a member of the body of Christ, he is with you.   

   

 At the end of the great commission. Jesus says…   

 Matthew 28:20 (ESV) —20b “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

 Illustration:    

 

 In the movie Castaway, Tom hanks plays the part of a Fed Ex executive.  While flying over the Ocean 

his plane goes down.  He is the only one who survives the crash.  He ends up on a tropical island all by himself.  

He eventually figures out how to get food, water, and shelter.  But the worst part for Hanks is being alone.   

Maybe that is how you feel.  Hanks was all alone for at least a decade. He pondered suicide several times.  This 

is probably how John felt on the Island of Patmos.  Being alone was the worst part.  Somehow a Wilson 

volleyball washed to shore with the wreckage.  Hanks was so lonely that he painted a mouth, eyes, a nose, and 

ears on the volleyball.  Then he talks to the volleyball.  He even gives him a name, Wilson!  

 

 No matter how hard your life is, you are not on an island by yourself.  If you are a child of God, if you 

are a member of the universal body of Christ, the risen Christ is present with you in the depression, the pain, 

and the loneliness.   

 

The risen Christ is present! It gets better….    

 

 The risen Christ is king!   

 

Revelation 1:13 (ESV) — 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a 

long robe and with a golden sash around his chest.  

According to verse 13, Jesus is wearing priestly clothing.  But that is not the focus.  The focus is his 

title, he is described as one like a son of man!    

The title son of man was Jesus favorite self-designation in the gospels.  

It comes from the book of Daniel in the OT.   

Daniel 7:13 (ESV) — 13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came 

one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.  

In the OT the only person who rode on the clouds was God. (Psa. 68:4, 18:11-14, Isa. 19:1, Ezek 32:7-8, 

Joel 2:1-2, etc…).  Furthermore, when the son of man arrives in the heavenly throne room, the angels worship 

him.  This implies that son of man is divine.  Yet he is called the son of man!!!  

 



 The son of man is God and man. Only one person in the universe has ever met this criterion, and his 

name is Jesus!   

 

He was fully God and fully man.  He was divine yet human.  What does the son of man do?  Let’s keep 

reading from Daniel.   

Daniel 7:14 (ESV) — 14 And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, 

nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 

and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.  

40 days after Jesus rose from the grave, he ascended to the heavenly throne room and appeared before 

his heavenly father, also called the ancient of days (Daniel 7:13).    

 

In light of his resurrection his heavenly father gives him a kingdom!      

 

 Verse 14 describes this kingdom…   

 

 It is a glorious kingdom (14a)  

 It is a universal kingdom (14b) composed of every nation and language…  

 It is an eternal kingdom (14c) it will last forever….  

Application:   

The risen Christ, the son of man, is ruling and reigning right now.  

Domitian, Genghis Khan, Stalin, Napoleon, and Hitler have come and gone…  

 

Barrack Obama, Donald Trump, and America for that matter, will come and go, but Christ’s kingdom 

will last forever.     

He has not fallen off of his throne. He has not been deposed.  He is ruling over all things.  

He knows exactly what he is doing, and nothing can happen on planet earth unless he allows it.  He is 

the ultimate sovereign.    

Don’t be deceived by what you can see with your eyes.   

Because Jesus Christ rose from the grave, he is ruling over all things meticulously, including the details 

of your life.  Nothing happens to you by chance.     

The risen Christ is present!  

 The risen Christ is king!   

 

The risen Christ is wise!     

Revelation 1:14 (ESV) — 14 The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow… 

This risen Christ has white hair, white like wool and snow.  In other words, his hair is a brilliant white.  

This is another reference to the OT.  In Daniel 7, the son of man approaches the ancient of days to receive his 

kingdom.   



Daniel 7:9 (ESV) — 9 “As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat; his 

clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames; its wheels were 

burning fire.  

The ancient of Days, God the father, has white hair.  The risen Christ also has white hair since he is also 

divine.   

The point- White hair is a symbol of divine wisdom.  The risen Christ possesses divine wisdom to solve 

any problem.   

Even the most complex problems…   

Illustration:  

Many argue that king Solomon was the wisest person to ever live.  We see his wisdom in 1 Kings 3.  

Two prostitutes come into his courtroom bickering.  The first lady is very distressed.  She gives her side of the 

story first.  She says, “Oh king, I recently gave birth to a child.  A few days later she (the other prostitute) gave 

birth to a child.  Then she carelessly rolled over in her sleep and crushed her son, killing him.”   

“Then she snuck into my room, stole my baby, and placed her dead baby on my bed.  The baby in her 

arms is mine, and the dead baby on my bed is hers.”    

The second lady said, “What are you talking about, the live baby is mine!!!”  

“Then the king said, “bring me a sword.” So a sword was brought before the king.  And the king said, 

“Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one and half to the other.  Then the woman whose son was 

alive said to the king, because her heart yearned for her son, “Oh my lord, give her the living child, and by no 

means put him to death.”  

But the other lady said, “He shall be neither mine nor yours; divide him.”   

At this point it was obvious who the real mom was…    

Solomon’s wisdom allowed him to solve complex problems.  The NT says in Christ are hidden all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Col. 2:3)   

Application:  

No problem is too hard for the risen Christ.    

But Dave my relational problems, business problems, and parenting problems are really complicated. 

Trust me, the risen Christ has enough wisdom to handle your problems.  Have you asked him for 

wisdom?    

The risen Christ is present!  

 The risen Christ is king!   

The risen Christ is wise!    

 

The risen Christ is judge!  



Look with me at verses Revelation 1:14b-16.  All the imagery in these verses, point to the fact that the 

risen Christ is the coming judge.  

Revelation 1:14 (ESV) — 14 The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes 

were like a flame of fire,  

The phrase, “His eyes are like flames of fire” indicate that nothing is hidden from his omniscient gaze, 

this makes him the perfect judge. 

Revelation 1:15 (ESV) — 15 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice 

was like the roar of many waters.  

Since bronze was one of the hardest materials of the day, it was used for making weapons of war.  Jesus 

will crush his enemies under his feet of bronze.  

The phrase, “His voice is like the roar of many waters” indicates great power.  Imagine standing right 

next to the Spokane falls, in riverfront park, in early spring, this is the sound of power.   

Revelation 1:16 (ESV) — 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-

edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.  

 The seven stars represent angels or pastors.  No one knows for sure.  The point is that Jesus controls and 

cares for his churches.  They are in his hand.   

 

 The sword proceeding from Christ’s mouth is symbolic of his word (Revelation 2:12, 19:15, 2 Thes. 

2:8).  The risen Christ will judge the world with his word, and it will cut.   

 

 The risen Christ is the coming Judge.   

  

 This brought great comfort to John on the island of Patmos.  He was being sorely oppressed!    

 

 Christians must never use violence against their enemies because that is the job of the risen Christ.  He 

will return to trample them under his bronze feet.   

 

 From John’s vision we learn several things…   

 

The risen Christ is present!  

 The risen Christ is king!   

The risen Christ is wise!    

The risen Christ is judge!  

 

Summary:   

 

Revelation 1:12-16 is a glorious vision of the risen Christ!  

 

John was probably very discouraged and fearful when he pondered his circumstances.   

 

This vision makes one simple point.  Jesus Christ is alive and well!  He has risen from the dead and he 

his clothed in power, majesty, and glory!  

 

John needed to see this.  We need to see this!  

 



What should we do in light of this vision?  This brings us to the second main point.   

  

 First, the vision of the risen Christ!  

 

Second, the command of the risen Christ! 

 

 The risen Christ commands John to do one simple, but very challenging thing!  Fear not!   

 Revelation 1:17a (ESV) — 17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead…. 

 This is usually what happens when someone encounters God in the bible.   

 

 Revelation 1:17b (ESV) —…. But he laid his right hand on me,…  

 

Wow!  The maker of the universe, the infinite one, the reigning one, reaches out with his right hand and 

touches John on the shoulder.  What compassion, tenderness, and love?  

 

 He did not have to lay his hand on John, but he did…   

 

But he laid his right hand on me saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I 

died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 

 

 Why does he command John to fear not?  Because he is alive and well!!!   

  

 According to 17b he is, “the first and the last,” which means that he is eternal and completely sovereign 

over world history (which we already saw in the vision).    

 

 According to 18a he is “the living one. (he says) I died, and behold I am alive forevermore.”  He died for 

our sins, but he has risen from the grave.   

  

  According to 18b the risen Christ, “has the keys of Death and Hades”.  Keys indicate authority.  Hades 

is the realm of the dead.  Jesus has authority over the realm of death (Rev. 6:8, 20:13, 14).  Jesus defeated death 

and his resurrection proves it, as a result he has authority over who lives and dies.   

 

 Because Christ rose from the grave, we have nothing to fear.  

 

The risen Christ commands John to fear not!   

 

 The risen Christ commands you, Christian, to fear not!  

 

 Application:  

  

 What are you afraid of this morning?  

 

 That you will be alone, forsaken, or despised and rejected?  The risen Christ is present!  

 

 That your life will spin out of control, leading to pain and misery? The risen Christ is the king 

controls all things!    

 

That your problems are way too complicated to solve?  The risen Christ has wisdom to solve every 

problem you face.     

 



That your enemies will triumph over you, making your life miserable?  The risen Christ is judge!  We 

can trust him to deal justly with injustice.   

 

 The risen Christ is alive and well and he can handle all of our issues.  Therefore, we have nothing to 

fear.  

 

 Most importantly the risen Christ has handled our greatest problem.  

  Revelation 1:17b–18 (ESV) — 17b…  But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the 

first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death 

and Hades.  

 Jesus through his life, death, and resurrection has provided a way for us to escape the powers of sin, 

death, and the devil.   

 

 But this way of escape is only available to Christians.  You must turn away from your sins and ask Jesus 

to forgive you to experience these blessings.      

 

 If he has taken care of our greatest problem than we have nothing to fear! Ever!!!  

 

 Conclusion:  

 

 Are you discouraged or afraid this morning?   Our text reminds us of two things-  

 

 The vision of the risen Christ  

 The command of the risen Christ  

 

 I received a text from one of our missionaries this week.  They are losing their amazing building.  Why? 

The pastor, one of our missionaries, preached a sermon on Biblical roles in marriage and the land lords heard 

about it.  It would be easy to think, “God we are working for you!  what is happening???  The risen Christ is at 

work.  They have nothing to fear.  In light of getting kicked out of their bible for unjust reasons, a donor has 

offered to give them a million dollars to buy a beautiful church building in downtown Oakland.  Yes, the risen 

Christ is alive and well.  We have nothing to fear.  He is working every detail of our lives for our good and his 

glory.  Lets pray…   

 

 


