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Jesus’ Priesthood: A Better Hope!                                                                                        
    Josh Soehner 
 

Imagine with me for a moment that you are an Israelite worshiper living around Jerusalem in 

the 10th century.  It’s been 6 months since the last Day of Atonement.  The day when Azariah 

the High Priest, made it out of the alive from Holy of Holies where he alone entered into the 

presence of God to sprinkle blood upon mercy seat to appease God’s wrath for you and the 

nation. 

 

Since then you’ve been cognizant of all the various times you’ve sinned and broken God’s laws 

handed down through Moses.   Just a month ago you were at the temple for the unintentional 

sin of letting your cow freely graze your neighbor’s yard.  Though you made restitution, you still 

had to bring a female goat as a sin offering.  The anxiety you had over the question of whether 

your goat was truly blemish free and if God would accept it, is still fresh in your mind.  In 

addition, you recall the nausea you experienced from the blood splatter and the screeching of 

the goat being slaughtered before you.   

 

And here you are once again on your way to the temple to offer a ram as guilt offering.  Just last 

week you had a heated debate with your friend.  Words were exchanged, tempers flared for a 

few moments, and then you both went on your way.  But it wasn’t until a few days later while 

you were preparing for the Sabbath when it hit you like a chariot.  You realized in that 

conversation you slandered your friend in front of others with your loose and rash words.  Right 

then and there you felt the weight and the guilt of your sin 
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So, as you enter the east gate of the temple guilt ridden, before you is a sea of priests 

ministering and making atonement for sins.  You see the ever burning glow of the altar before 

you as the smoke of animal flesh fills your nose.   Blood is everywhere from the endless 

ceremony of animal sacrifice.  Despair sets in.  The thought hits heavy, this cycle of sin and 

sacrifice will never end. You ask yourself, will I truly ever be free from my sin, and the crushing 

weight of guilt that comes with it.  On one hand your thankful for the plethora of the Levitical 

priests to help mediate atonement on your behalf. But you realize, that you will never truly 

have the ability to enter the presence of God like the High Priest.  And if your honest with 

yourself, an imperfect sinner, you’re not sure you really want to stand before Yahweh, the 

Perfect and Righteous one of Israel.   

 

Though we don’t live in 10th century Israel under the Levitical Priesthood, because we are 

sinners just the same we often despair from the guilt that sin brings. We question if God really 

forgives us.  We struggle with condemnation.   Often, we see ourselves as sinner instead of 

saint.  We look to our actions to justify ourselves and earn God’s favor, and when we fall again, 

and again, we wonder is it possible to find joy in the presence of a Holy God.   

 

This brings us to our text this morning in Hebrews 7:11-19.  Because sin ruined the relationship 

between God and man in the Garden, God eventually established the Levitical priesthood to 

mediate between God and man.   But the Levitical priesthood was limited in its effectiveness 

and it was always meant to be temporary.  The author of Hebrews is letting the reader know, 
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why look to the old covenant (which comprises the Levitical Priesthood, and the law of Moses), 

when in the New Covenant we have something greater, more sufficient, more excellent to look 

to for our hope in this Life.  That something greater is a person.  That person is Christ Jesus the 

promised High Priest and the full reality and fulfillment of the Old Covenant.  Looking to 

anything else when trial and tribulation comes will only bring despair.  So, our main point is 

simply this.  We have a better hope in Jesus’s priesthood.   

 

We will explore this through 3 points. 1. Perfection, 2. Permanence, 3. Presence. 

 

Why do we have a better hope in Jesus’ priesthood? Because perfection for the worshiper was 

impossible under the Levitical priesthood.  Heb 7:11 Now if perfection had been attainable 

through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further need 

would there have been for another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than 

one named after the order of Aaron? 

 

Through a rhetorical question the author assumes Jesus’s priesthood brings perfection.  He ask 

(…if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood …, what further need 

would there have been for another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek.).  What type 

of perfection are we talking about? It does not mean the heresy of sinless perfection, that you 

will achieve the power to transcend all sin and live a morally perfect life.  That would just lead 

to more despair and guilt.  Often perfection means completeness or maturity in the NT, but 

here it has a more specialized meaning.  Perfection in this context points to our position of how 
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we relate before God.  Since God is holy, he requires righteousness to be in his presence.  And 

due to original sin, we were all born dead, separated from a relationship with Him, having no 

hope and without God in this world.   

 

Perfection for the worshiper was impossible under the Levitical priesthood because the Old 

Covenant was weak and useless? Heb 7:18 For on the one hand, a former commandment is set 

aside because of its weakness and uselessness (for the law made nothing perfect); The Old 

Covenant, which is the combination of both the Law and the LP was weak and useless in 

bringing perfection.  It was insufficient in making the worshiper perfect.  But perfection (true 

righteousness) through the old covenant was never God’s intent.  Instead Rom 3:20 “For by 

works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes 

knowledge of sin”.  Gal 3:23 tells us that we were held as prisoners under the law.  A prisoner 

has very little hope.  

 

The Old Covenant was also weak because it could not atone for sin. Heb 10:1-4 For since the 

law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities, it 

can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those 

who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, 

having once been cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of sins? 3 But in these 

sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and 

goats to take away sins. 
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Under the Old Covenant sin never truly was atoned for because it is impossible for the blood of 

animals to take away human sin.  Therefore, the consciousness of sin remained because of the 

regular reminder of sins year after year, offering after offering.   

 

What a hopeless situation.  It’s like the person that has been living on credit for decades.  Every 

time they go to pay their numerous bills, they have to offer up a credit card.  They have no 

money in the bank, no cash to pay, no debit card to use.  They’re broke and in debt up to their 

ears.   Each time they offer up the card they cringe because they’re reminded of just how badly 

in debt they are and without any way to pay off the balance.  The balance always increases with 

each transaction, reminding you of the hopeless situation.   

 

That is as good as the Levitical Priesthood could offer.  Provisional forgiveness, not 

comprehensive and complete forgiveness.  The Old Covenant left a constant reminder of the 

debt of sin and a conscience that could never fully be cleansed from guilt.  Perfection for the 

worshiper was not possible through the Levitical priesthood.   

 

Since perfection was impossible under the LP a change in priesthood was necessary.  Look with 

me Heb 7:11-12 Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for 

under it the people received the law), what further need would there have been for another 

priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of 

Aaron? 12 For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the 

law as well.   
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Because there has been a change in priesthood it means there has also been a change in law.  

It’s a package deal, when one goes they both go.  v 18 the former commandment has been set 

aside. [ Heb 10 tells us that Jesus our Great High Priest has come to do away with the first 

covenant to establish the second…the New Covenant.] This is great news for you and I because 

it means you and I are no longer under the Old Covenant.  We are no longer prisoners to the 

law.  Jesus through his perfect obedient life fulfilled the law and earned righteousness on your 

behalf ushering in the New Covenant. 

 

And now as our Great High Priest he ministers His very life to us.  Because He is perfect, we are 

justified.  Because He is holy, we can be sanctified.   What a better hope we have in His 

priesthood.  In the New Covenant there is true atonement of our sins.  Jeremiah 31:34b….”For I 

will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more!”?  You no longer need to 

have a guilty consciousness.  Why? Because if the God of universe no longer remembers them 

why should you? He no longer remembers them because it was perfect human blood that was 

shed upon the altar.  On the cross Jesus laid His life down as a perfect sacrifice for us.  We’ve 

been given the type of perfection that the LP never could offer – Righteousness, Forgiveness, 

Holiness. 

 

Do you struggle with the idol of perfection? ….my story. 
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Whatever your imperfection is, what do you look to for a cleansed conscious? Is it a works 

righteousness system?  Is it a self-imposed from of ascetism, where you mentally beat yourself 

up?  No longer look to those things, but look to Jesus our Great High Priest, the one who has 

already paid the penalty for you.  He was fully punished on your behalf.  There is not one more 

ounce of anything you could ever do to earn your righteousness.  Offer the sacrifice of praise of 

your lips and thank the Lord Jesus Christ for his perfect work!  Jesus’s priesthood brings us a 

better hope because perfection for the worshiper was impossible in the LP. 

 

Heb 7:13-14 For the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from 

which no one has ever served at the altar. 14 For it is evident that our Lord was descended 

from Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. 

 

Houston…. we have a problem.  Jesus is not from the tribe of Levi.  This brings us to our 2nd 

point.  

 

We have a better hope in Jesus’ priesthood because His priesthood is permanent.  It’s 

permanent because His priesthood is after the order of Melchizedek.  Look with me at Heb 

7:15-17  This becomes even more evident when another priest arises in the likeness of 

Melchizedek, 16 who has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement concerning 

bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible life. 17 For it is witnessed of him, “You 

are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 
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All priests in the Old Covenant were based on ancestry through the tribe of Levi.  But now there 

has been a change in both the priesthood and law  This change becomes even more evident 

when another priest arises, not after the order of Aaron, but after the order of Melchizedek.  

What is special about Melchizedek?  Last week we learned that this strange character is none 

other than a type of Christ.  Melchizedek was a King and Priest that preceded the Levitical 

priesthood.  In Gen 14, out of thin air, he appears to Abraham the patriarch of all Israel. 

Melchizedek has no genealogy listed in Genesis, no beginning or ending, and therefore, in type 

form he resembles the Son of God and continues as a priest forever (Heb 7:3).  Therefore, we 

learn that Jesus is the anti-type, the true substance and reality, of who Melchizedek. He is a 

priest forever.  His order of priesthood is an eternal one.  It’s permanent. 

 

How do the rules change just like that? Because God said so.  3000 years ago, King David 

prophesied in Psalm 110 that a Messiah would one day arise.  This Messiah would be radically 

different from all other priests, because He would be both King and Priest and would serve as a 

priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.  God swore it with an oath, so it is so.  More to 

come on that in the future weeks.  Here walks in Jesus, son of David, born of the tribe of Judah, 

a tribe that never served at the altar, but instead the tribe from which Kings came forth.  Now 

Jesus, is both King and Priest like Melchizedek and serves as our priest forever. 

 

In addition, Jesus’ priesthood is permanent because it is based on the power of an 

indestructible life.  Heb 7:16 who has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement 

concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible life. 
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All priests by law had to come through Levi.  To be a Priest there were external qualifications.   

Legitimate, Levite, No Physical defects, (in Jewish oral traditions 142 defects that could 

disqualify him).  But Jesus’ priesthood has one qualification, and it’s internal.  His priesthood is 

based on the power of an indestructible life.  Heb 7:23 says, The former priests were many in 

number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office.  They were 

destructible because they were sinful men, like you and I.  Sin would wear them down, and 

eventually destroy them and their bodies would rot in the grave until they became like the dust 

on the ground.   

 

I, like many of you, have a dog.  My dog Dax likes to chew.  He can destroy a new toy in a 

matter of minutes.  His powerful jaws and excessive chewing can rip through a dog toy almost 

instantly.  Foam like material is spread everywhere around our family room, and in the trash 

goes the toy.  But Kong makes an indestructible dog ball.  Dax was playing with one the other 

day at our neighbors house.  This toy can be chomped on, pulled at, trampled over and over, 

and yet it remains the same.  It’s indestructible.   

 

Brothers and sister, Jesus, our High Priest was torn, beaten, and abused.  Jesus was punished on 

a Roman torture device, called a cross.  The worst of it all was that His own Father poured upon 

Him the wrath of God for your sin and my sin.  And Jesus did die and went into the grave.  But!  

Because of his perfect life, His blood when shed upon the altar of the cross, fully paid the 

penalty of our sin.  His offering was not the blood of bulls and goats, but was His own perfect 
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blood that forever appeased the wrath of God.  Therefore, 3 days later God raised Him up in 

power, as our Great Hight Priest, and by the power of His now indestructible, resurrected life 

King Jesus lives forever, to intercede before God on our behalf.   Jesus priesthood offers a 

better hope because his priesthood is permanent.  This brothers and sisters should bring us 

great hope, inexplicable joy. 

 

What troubles do you have that you think are too difficult for Jesus.  A failing, broken marriage 

that seems like it’s at its end. Maybe you are facing a challenge at work that seems 

insurmountable.  Do you struggle with your image, and how you see yourself through the eyes 

of others.  What are you turning to for your hope? Is it your own efforts? Is it Netflix to escape 

the reality of your situation? Is it a sin that promises joy, but for a moment? Looking to any 

other thing but Jesus’ priesthood will only bring you despair, guilt and disappointment.  Jesus 

offers us a better hope.  Whatever need you have, HE IS the answer.  Commentator Kent 

Hughes says that “... Jesus brings to our lives the same power with which he self-resurrected 

with”.  Run to the one who forever lives to intercede for you.  Run to the one who knows and 

can sympathize with your weakness.   Because Jesus’ priesthood is permanent we can be 

assured that there is no sin to big that will keep us from God.  There is no sin, no trial, no 

temptation, that He cannot help you overcome.  Jesus offers you this day, resurrection power. 

 

Recap – Jesus’ priesthood brings perfection, and Jesus’ priesthood is permanent.   
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Why do we have a better hope in Jesus’ priesthood? Because He brings us into the presence of 

God.  Heb 7:19 (for the law made nothing perfect); but on the other hand, a better hope is 

introduced, through which we draw near to God.  Through Jesus’ priesthood we are told that 

we can draw near, that is to gain access to the presence of God.  Let me ask you, do you think 

tomorrow if you walked up to the White House and tried gain access to the President inside the 

Oval Office, that you would have the slightest chance in the world of getting in?  No! You and I 

whenever we feel like it, cannot open the door, walk in, and sit down on the Presidents couch.  

I do not recommend trying that because you’ll likely be shot dead on sight.  One needs to be 

granted access to be in the presence of the President.  So it was under the Levitical Priesthood 

with God.  In Lev 16, the Lord spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when 

they drew near before the Lord and died and the Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother 

not to come at any time into the Holy Place inside the veil” (1-2). 

 

Even Aaron, the first High Priest of Israel, was not granted access into the presence of God 

whenever he felt like it.  And it was a real possibility that if everything was not perfect when he 

entered the presence of God, once a year, that the High Priest might drop dead onsite.  As 

many of you know there was a large veil that separated the Holy area from the Holiest of 

Holies, where the ark of the covenant sat and the glory of God was said to have manifested 

above.  Josephus the Jewish historian tells us that the veil during Jesus’ day, was ~30’ tall, by 60’ 

ft long, and up to 4” thick.  He also claims that 2 horses could not pull it apart, and that it took 

up 300 priests to maneuver it.  Because of sin, the presence of God was cut off from the people, 

His presence was blocked from the common person by a massive curtain.  Not even the High 
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Priest Himself could enter without taking blood to atone first for his sins, and then for that of 

the people. 

 

But the good news for us is we have a different High Priest, Jesus Christ.  Our High Priest, 

voluntarily offered up Himself as a sin offering.  Because of His sinless life he was able to 

sprinkle His own blood upon the mercy seat of God forever making atonement for our sins.  

Jesus removed the barrier that separated us from God and opened up access into the very 

throne room of God.  When Jesus died upon the cross, 3 out of the 4 gospels record that the 

massive curtain that blocked access into the Holy of Holies, was torn in 2 from top to bottom 

signifying Jesus has opened the way for us.   

 

Through Jesus’ priesthood we have a better hope because we have full, unlimited access to the 

God of the universe.  We no longer have a servile fear of God.  We aren’t like Dorothy and her 

friends standing terrified before the Wizard of Oz.  Instead we can have confidence to come 

before a God who sees us as His very own children.  Heb 10:19-22 19 Therefore, brothers, since 

we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living 

way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have 

a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 

faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 

pure water.  
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What does it look like to draw near to God? In the simplest way, it looks like a child in the 

presence of his/her father.  A child loves His father, wants to be by his father, wants to be like 

his father, wants to know more about his father.  You draw near to God, when you spend time 

with Him, your Heavenly Father.  When you read His word and meditate upon scripture, you 

spiritually draw near to Him.  When you pray and lay bare your heart before God, you draw 

near to Him.  Have you ever tried just spending time praying scripture.  In my experience, many 

of the most intimate times with the Lord have come from just taking a few verses, and 

devouring them in prayer.   

 

There is a joy inexpressible that comes from being in His presence.  Like Moses, who’s face 

shone bright because of His time in the presence of God, so too will you reflect the glory of God 

the more you draw near to Him.  Those that come in to contact with you will know that there is 

something different.  They will taste a different spirit about you.  What an opportunity that 

gives to let others know about Jesus Christ and the great change he has brought in your life. 

 

The Levitical priesthood does not bring people near to God, instead in reminds them of their 

distance.  To think that the Old Testament saints still wrote “in your presence Oh Lord is 

fullness of joy”.  How much greater is the presence of God that we in the New Covenant 

experience.  Today, there is no more temple to have to go to.  Now we are the house of God.  

The very God of the universe dwells within his Body the Church of whom Christ is the head.  

How much closer presence can one have then the Holy Spirit dwelling within.   
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1st Peter tells us that we are his spiritual house, we are a holy priesthood, and we come to him 

as living stones.  Our only offering is a sacrifice of praise for what Jesus Christ has done for us 

and in us.  To enjoy God, there is nothing else to be done.  There is no earthly priest that we 

must go through.  There is no ceremony we must perform.  When we sin we simply confess it 

because we now have an advocate with the father, Jesus Christ our High Priest, He will forgive 

us and our guilty conscience will be cleansed.  You don’t have to waste one nanosecond, naval 

gazing and beating yourself up before you run to the throne of grace for help in time of need.   

 

We have a better hope in Jesus’ priesthood because it brings the worshiper perfection.  We 

have a better hope because His priesthood is permanent securing forever our salvation and 

sanctification.  And we have a better hope in His priesthood because it brings us into the very 

presence of the Living God.  What a better hope! 

 

If you do not know Jesus Christ this morning as your Great High priest I invite you today, to turn 

to Him.  Your life will forever be changed.  Jesus was willing to suffer and die in your place, as 

your substitute.  Jesus promises to give you a new life, to erase your past life, to give you a new 

and fresh beginning.  Jesus promises to bring you into the eternal presence of God and His 

people where this is joy indescribable because He is a priest forever.  Jesus brings us that hope!  

Amen! 


