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A Death to Celebrate  Josh Soehner 
It was the evening of April 14th, 1865, when President Abraham Lincoln arrived late to 

the Ford theater to watch the highly acclaimed performance of “Our American Cousin”.  At 
10:15pm, actor and Confederate sympathizer, John Wilkes Booth, slipped into Lincoln’s box, 
where he pointed and pulled the trigger on his .44 caliber single shot derringer into the back of 
the President’s head.  At 7:22am the next morning, President Lincoln was pronounced dead.  
 

Lincoln’s death came just 5 days after Confederate General, Robert E. Lee surrender his 
massive army in Virginia ending the Civil War.  Many could hardly believe the news.  Much of 
the nation was in mourning.  People wept, flags were flown at half mast, and business’ shut 
down.  Why? Well, because that type of response is normal when a person dies.  We are 
somber and sober when death occurs.  It would be macabre to celebrate the event of 
someone’s death.  Instead we celebrate life and memorialize the accomplishments of those 
who die.  Many States observe Lincolns’ birthday, Feb 12 as a national holiday.  The Lincoln 
Memorial sits in D.C. to honor the events and accomplishments of the life of Abraham Lincoln. 
 

The reason we don’t celebrate death is because of what it means.  Death is the end of 
life.  You may think that death is normal.  But death wasn’t so in the beginning.  The Bible 
informs us that death is a curse on humanity.  Humans are created in the image of God but 
because the first man sinned, we all are infected with sin.  The wages of sin are death and since 
all have sinned, therefore, all die.   Death is the just payment for our sinful actions.  And, for the 
person that dies apart from Christ, the Bible describes an eternal death.  There is nothing to 
celebrate about in a person’s death even if it is your enemy. 
 

However, there is one person’s death that has occurred that is radically different from 
all other deaths.  The death of the man Jesus is a death to celebrate.  Jesus’ death is a 
redeeming death.  It’s a death that frees believers from the captivity of sin and from the 
confines of an eternal death.  We are gathering this morning as a celebration.  Many of you 
were clapping and raising your voices loud in celebration as we sang about the death of Christ.  
We celebrate Jesus’s death because of what it means.  His death brings the New Covenant, and 
out from this new promise flow blessings to all who follow Jesus. 
 

So, this morning the main point of the message is simply this.  Celebrate the death of 
Christ.  We are going to look at 3 reasons from our text to celebrate His death.  First, because 
His death provides redemption.  Second, because His death provides mediation.  Third His 
death provides an inheritance. 
 

I. Why celebrate the death of Christ?  Because His death provides redemption.  Look 
with me at v 15.  “Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are 
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems 
them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.” 
 

What does redeem mean? Often in the way we use language today the word redeem is 
used in a very simplistic sense as in counteracting a bad situation.  It’s like the HS quarterback 
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that throws a pick 6, but then runs a QB sneak touch down for the game win.  He’s likely to hear 
from his teammates, “dude, way to redeem yourself.  Biblically the definition takes on a more 
robust meaning.  To redeem means to buy back and regain ownership of one’s possession at a 
cost, and usually carries with it the connotations of deliverance and forgiveness of sins.  
 

So, what is does redemption provide? The forgiveness of sins.  Look with me at Heb 9:22 
“Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgiveness of sins.  Without death or the shedding of blood, there is no 
forgiveness of sins.  Death is required as penalty for sin.  Leviticus 17:14 “For the life of every 
creature is its blood: its blood is its life…”.  So when the life blood of something has been 
poured out, death occurs.  The original audience would have understood this point well.  The 
sacrificial system of atonement under the Levitical Priesthood was a constant reminder that sin 
required death for forgiveness.  Have you ever field dressed an animal? I’ve dressed my share 
of animals for consumption, but the most blood I’ve seen was in butchering a pig.  My sister-in-
law Julie Tampien has a brother who raises and sells pigs.  Before you can make bacon, pork 
chops, and hams, the pig needs to be slaughtered.  Let me just say there is a sea of blood. 
 

During the 2000 yrs of the Old Covenant it’s approximated that there was over a million 
animals sacrificed.  The sacrifice of a bull would spill between 1-2 gallons, and ~ a quart for each 
goat.  A massive sacrificial plumbing system was constructed at the Temple.  Historical 
documents tell us that a drainage system was built so the thousands of gallons of blood split 
each year could flow from Temple Mount to the Kidron Valley below.  As one commentator put 
it, “the Old Covenant literally rested upon a sea of blood”.  Why the perpetual sea of blood? To 
teach that the forgiveness of sin, true redemption comes at a cost.  The cost of shed blood. 
 

But, Heb 10:4 tells us that it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away 
sins.  In the Old Covenant, animal sacrifice provided a temporary means for the forgiveness.  
(Rom 3) But, God in His divine forbearance has passed over former sins.  There is little to 
celebrate in the death of a bull that can not atone for sin nor purify one’s conscious from guilt.    
 

But we can celebrate the death of Christ because redemption in the New Covenant is 
eternal. It’s scope and range regarding the forgiveness of sin is permanent and eternal.  It’s a 
death that redeems sinners for all eternity.  Heb 9:12 he entered once for all into the holy 
places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus 
securing an eternal redemption.   
 

When a finite being sins against an infinite God, the payment is costly.  That is why the 
punishment is eternal.  It’s not a popular position, but the punishment fits the crime.  The only 
solution for true redemption is perfect, sinless blood. Therefore, the immortal Son of God, left 
heaven, veiled himself in frail humanity, lived in poverty amid a world that hated him.  Then, 
willingly as our substitute He went and was nailed to the cross where he died.  Like the blood 
that flowed from the Temple down into the Kidron valley, so does the blood of Christ flow 
freely from his hands/feet and his pierced side for you and me.  Therefore, He was able by His 
own blood to make a ransom payment and to purchase us back from the captivity of sin once 
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for all, thus securing our eternal redemption.  Because of the infinite value of His blood, he was 
able to pay our infinite penalty.  No more blood needs to be spilled, no more sacrifice needs to 
be made.  Redemption in the New Covenant has been accomplished.  What great news for all 
humanity? 
 

From the time of His death on the cross 2000 years ago, His blood proactively paid the 
penalty for any who believe.  If you have not believed in Jesus this morning, believe in Him and 
your sins will be forgiven.  Likewise, for those OT saints that through faith believed in the 
coming redeemer, His death retroactively paid the price for them that sinned under the first 
(that is the Old) covenant.  9:15b “since a death has occurred that redeems them from the 
transgressions committed under the first covenant”.  That is the power of the blood of Christ.  
What great news for both the original audience and for us.  What a death to celebrate.  We are 
the redeemed of the Lord.  Now with his death comes even more to celebrate. 
 

II.  Why celebrate the death of Christ?  Because it provides mediation?  Heb 9:15 
“Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive 
the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the 
transgressions committed under the first covenant.” 
 

What is a mediator? A mediator is a person that tries to resolve conflict between 2 
parties when there is a dispute.  Often it involves contracts.   In the business that I own we 
write contracts that describe the services we will perform for our customers and what they are 
expected to pay us in return for those service.  If the customer chooses to accept then both 
parties sign the contract as an agreement, and both are expected to hold up their end.  Well 
many years back I had a customer that didn’t pay us in full.  So, I pursued small claims court to 
try and recoup the money owed us.  One of the options presented was to ask for mediation 
instead of going to court.  Under that option both parties could avoid the legal court room and 
work with a mediator to help resolve the conflict. 
 

Jesus is the Mediator of a new covenant. Now covenants, though not a word we use 
much today, are essentially contracts.  Modernly, you might hear about an HOA having a set of 
covenants or set of rules the community must legally abide by.  Throughout time God has 
established different contracts or covenants with his people.  The first covenant, spoken of in 
our text today refers to what we call the Old Covenant, or the Mosaic Law.  All who have 
transgressed in life whether the chosen people of Israel who were under the Old Covenant, or 
any other person since Adam to today, all have sinned against a Holy God, and therefore all are 
deserving of the punishment that come with breaking the Old Covenant.  
 

In the heavenly court of law, ALL are all found guilty because we all have sinned against 
heavenly judge – Eternal God.  The word tells us that we were enemies of God, deserving of His 
wrath.  The very people created in His image, that have rebelled against him, have become His 
adversaries.  Heb 9:15a “Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant.   Therefore, points 
to the previous verses that show us Jesus has secured for us an eternal redemption by his death 
and the ransom payment He made by the shedding of his own blood has given us access to 
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God.  Therefore, He now mediates a better covenant because it is built on better promises, the 
true and complete forgiveness of sin. 
  
And Jesus the mediator established the New Covenant by his death.  Heb 9:18-20 Therefore not 
even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood.  19 For when every commandment of 
the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, 
with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 
20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.”  

 
In ancient times covenants were initiated by blood.  In Hebrew the phrase “to make a 

covenant” literally means to “cut a covenant” which often involved the cutting in half of an 
animal.  The author is making the analogy for the reader that like the first covenant that was 
enacted by blood, when Moses sprinkled the book and the people with blood, so now the New 
Covenant has also been established by blood.  It’s been established by the blood of the 
Mediator Himself.   Jesus died to establish it.  But if He died how then does, he mediate it?  In 
the legal world, there are 5 stages to Mediation to achieve the settlement of a dispute.  In the 
New Covenant, there are 2: Death and Resurrection.  Jesus died to inaugurate the new 
covenant, and then He rose again victoriously, and now by His eternal life, He lives forever to 
make intercession for you.  Hebrews 7:25 says, “Consequently, he is able to save to the 
uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make 
intercession for them”. 
 

As recipients of the New Covenant not only are you forgiven of past sins, but when you 
sin again, you have an advocate, you have a lawyer Jesus Christ to represent you and serve as a 
Mediator between you and the Living God.  Like Moses, who sprinkled the people with the 
blood of the first covenant, so has Jesus sprinkled His people the Church with the blood of the 
New Covenant.   God no longer looks upon your past sins, they are completely forgiven because 
when He sees you, He sees that you are completely covered in the blood of Christ.  And when 
you sin again and again, His blood will continue to make the case of forgiveness to God the 
judge for all eternity.  No more blood needs to be spilled.  No more sacrifices need to be made 
because His blood has an endless flow.  His blood says forgive them, for I have already paid the 
price by my death.   
 

Heb 12:24 “and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood 
that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.”  Able the first man recorded in the Bible to 
have died.  He was murdered by his brother Cain.  Ables blood cries for vengeance against the 
accused – his brother.  But the sprinkled blood of Jesus cries a better word, it says “forgive 
them”.  It was our sins that put Jesus to death.  But now we are called His brothers, and in His 
resurrection, He intercedes for us as Mediator so that we can have peace with God.  When you 
sin be quick to confess, and He is quick to forgive.  There is no time needed to beat yourself up.  
His blood makes the way to have immediate access to God.  What a death to celebrate. 
 

I’ve coached lacrosse for a few years, and like most coaches I use a whiteboard to 
diagram plays.  Well, a few weeks ago, during a tournament in Bend, OR, the dry erase marker 



5 
 

that I use didn’t get the cap put back on.  The marker made its way back into the pocket of my 
white and purple checkered shorts.   The marker bled and stained the front pocket of my 
shorts.  We tried everything to remove the stain.  Right away I soaked them in some cold water 
with the hotel soap.  When we got back home, we soaked them in a bucket with the stain 
remover Oxi.  Then we washed them with a powerful detergent in the washing machine.   
Guess what? The stain did not come out no matter what we tried.    

 
Listen sin is like a stain and some of you feel the guilt and shame that come with it.  And 

your guilt and shame can never be washed away, by alcohol, drugs, sex, pornography, 
entertainment or anything else.   The sprinkled blood of the New Covenant that Jesus mediates 
purifies your conscious and washes away all of your guilty stains.  So, when Satan tries to 
accuse you of your past or present sins, don’t plead the 5th, don’t remain silent, confess your 
sin, and plead the blood of Christ.  Preach the gospel of truth to yourself and speak the facts to 
the enemy that Jesus conquered Satan and the power of sin through His death on the cross and 
now in His resurrection he mediates forgiveness on your behalf.  There is now no more 
condemnation to those in Christ.  We can celebrate the death of Christ, because his death 
provides meditation on our behalf and brings peace with God.  And, just like in ancient times 
death (shedding of blood) enacted a covenant, so does death enact a last will and testament. 
 

III.  This brings us to our third and final point.  Why celebrate the death of Christ? 
Because His death brings us an inheritance.  Heb 9:15 “Therefore he is the mediator of a new 
covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a 
death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first 
covenant”. 
 

Some of you have likely created a last will and testament.  A will is a legal document that 
sets forth a person’s wishes regarding the distribution of their property at death.  The New 
Covenant is like Jesus’ last will and testament (diatheke means covenant, will, testament).  And 
for a will to take effect, the one who establishes it must die.  Heb 9:16-17 “For where a will is 
involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. 17 For a will takes effect only 
at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive”.  Jesus planned for us 
to be included in his estate, we are called co-heirs with Christ.  But since a will only takes effect 
at death, Jesus executed His will by being executed on the cross. 

 
Now it’s odd to celebrate the death of a loved one unless it’s the evil step-child in a dark 

comedy that finds out at the reading of the will that they also are included and set to inherit 
millions.  We are really like the naughty step-child that deserves to be excluded from the will.  
I’m sure some of you here can testify that before you were a Christian you hated God, you 
wanted nothing to do with him or His family.  But one day you found your heart strangely 
warmed towards God.  You felt God calling you to Himself, and you found yourself responding 
to His call.  The moment you believed the gospel you went from being a recipient of his wrath, 
to a recipient of his promised eternal inheritance.  All by doing absolutely nothing to earn it.    
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Jesus mediates the New Covenant so that those who are called will receive.  The word 
doesn’t say “Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called 
Might Receive…. NO - May Receive the promised eternal inheritance.  “May receive” in the 
original language is active, it means to take by force.  This is why we celebrate the death of 
Christ!  What better news is there?  There is none!   
 

Well what are the benefits of the inheritance? From v 15 we know it’s promised and it’s 
eternal.  The New covenant was promised by God through the prophet Jeremiah.  It included 
the promise of the complete forgiveness of sins as we’ve seen this today and in recent weeks.  
We also know that the original audience would have been very familiar with the language of 
eternal inheritance.  In Genesis, God established an everlasting covenant with Abraham, and it 
came with the promise of an everlasting possession – the land of Cannan (which became Israel).  
Ancient Israel did inherit the land and Kings from the tribe of Judah ruled and reigned for a 
period.  So what’s the connection to our eternal inheritance in v 15? 
 

The apostle Paul tells us in Gal 3 because Christ is the offspring of Abraham, those that 
believe in Christ by faith are the spiritual offspring of Abraham.  The eternal possession of land 
promised in the eternal covenant with Abraham finds its ultimate fulfillment in the New 
Creation.  On this side of eternity, the possession for God’s people Israel under the Old 
Covenant was land.  But in eternity because of the New Covenant, all of God’s people will 
inherit the earth recreated, which is the New Creation.  And in the New Creation Jesus, Son of 
David, Lion of the Tribe of Judah will reign as King for all eternity.  That is the Universal Church’s 
inheritance.  It’s the Body of Christ comprised of people from both covenants, all who are 
called, both Jew and Gentile, that will inherit an eternal possession.     
 

The beauty and glory of this eternal inheritance isn’t just the thought of living forever, it 
isn’t just the thought of floating around on some clouds, learning to play a harp, or even 
walking on streets of gold for an eternity.  Honestly, that sounds kind of boring.   The thing that 
really makes our inheritance worthy is that we inherit Christ Himself for all eternity.  We get to 
inherit the riches of the One who saved us from a life of misery and saves us from an eternity 
separated from God.   
 

This inheritance is an already but not yet reality.  Today, since Christ has already died 
and secured our redemption and inheritance, we get total forgiveness of sin, we get a Mediator 
between God and man for continued repentance when we fall and sin again.  Today, we get the 
promised Holy Spirit that fills each believer with the life of Christ and that is a foretaste of the 
inheritance to come.   Then for all eternity, we will be given a new body that is incorruptible.  
Not susceptible to the sickness and weakness we now so easily succumb to.  There we will get 
to worship the One who included us in His last will and testament, the ones who deserve it 
least.  There in the New Creation, for all eternity, we will search out the riches of the one who 
has infinite riches.  In Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge and for an 
eternity we will get to plumb those depths.  
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So, in closing, what are you going to inherit in this life? Johanna and I are going to inherit 
a lot.  A lot of nothing.  But that’s ok the word says we have a promised eternal inheritance.  It 
doesn’t matter how much money, or worldly possessions you might inherit through a will in this 
life.  What you’re guaranteed to inherit in this life are problems because we live in a sinful 
world.  Maybe the problems you’ve inherited often leave you depressed? Whether it comes 
from tough life circumstances, low self-worth, family problems, or life failures, if you are in 
Christ, if you are one whom He has called, then you have an eternal inheritance that awaits 
you.  If you lose everything in this life, (possessions, house, work, reputation, health, freedom, 
family, even your own life) you still have an unfading incorruptible eternal inheritance that 
awaits you.   This should bring you great hope and joy in the face of any trial you might endure. 
 

You know what overcomes depression?  Celebration!  Celebrate the death of Christ because 
He has included you in his inheritance.  When you feel depressed or when anxiety and fear 
come over you, preach the truths of the gospel, and celebrate what Christ has done for you.  
Immerse yourself in Jesus’s last will and testament.  Half of this book is called the New 
Testament.  Search out His promises for you in the Word of God.  Listen, this is just a fraction of 
the promises and blessing that you will find. 

- those that are called have no fear of death, rescue you from your enemies 
- ability to endure in this life, God will meet all of your needs in Christ 
- he has granted all things to you that pertain to life and godliness 
- comfort, forgiveness, reward, joy, love, peace, happiness, guilt free conscious,  
- friendship with God, a new body, eternal life where you will rule and reign with him 

forever 
 
This is your truth and reality in Christ your hope! 
 

Death and blood are used a total of 9 times in our passage.  How great a death is the death 
of Christ?  His death is a death to celebrate, because it provides us redemption (and the 
forgiveness of sins), it provides us mediation with God, and it provides us a promised, eternal 
inheritance.  Brothers and sisters in Christ, we have great reason to celebrate this morning. 
 

If you are not a Christian this morning, your celebration is limited to this life and then to 
fear the death to come.  But I invite you to believe not just my words, but the words of God 
found in this Bible.  I encourage you to put your hope and trust, not in what this world offers, 
because it will fail you, but put your hope and trust in what the death of Jesus Christ will bring 
you.  In the blood of Jesus, you will find joy forevermore.  Amen! 


