
Hebrews 1:1- 4 
 

Hang in there!  
 
Mention the Hebrews bible journal for sermon notes…  

 
Please join me in prayer…  
 

Introduction-   
 
 It is Sunday morning.  Sam is exhausted.  He sits at his kitchen table with a mug 

of coffee in his hands as he stares off into space.   
 

His mind wonders to the night before.  After work he went out with friends.  After 

a few drinks one of his coworkers started going off, again, on the foolishness of 
Christianity…   “Science has disproved all that Christian non-sense.  Plus, the Bible is full 
of hate speech.  Give it up already!”   The verbal jabs were starting to really annoy Sam.     

 
 All of his non-Christian coworkers seemed to be having a great time on the dance 
floor, especially after a few drinks.  They were genuinely good-hearted people.  Sure, 

they all slept around, but it did not seem to bother anyone.   Was he really supposed to 
tell them that they needed to repent of their sins and trust Jesus to experience real life? 
 

 Then there were Sam’s Jewish parents….    When Sam converted to Christianity a 
few years ago his parents practically disowned him.  After a few yelling matches they 
agreed to disagree which resulted in them not talking to him for 17 months.  He missed 

them.  
 
 Then there was his life.  His dead-end career was going nowhere, fast!  

Furthermore, his love life was dismal.  He wondered, if God was really so good, why was 
his life so bad?    
 

 Sam thought about skipping church again this morning?  The Christian life was too 
hard…  he wanted to quit.    
 

 This brings us to Hebrews 1:1-4.  The recipients of this letter were a lot like Sam.  
They were Jewish converts to Christianity, in the city of Rome, in the mid 60s of the first 
century.   

 
Like Sam, they want to quit!    

  

 How do we know?     
 
 Hebrews 3:12-13 implies that some of them struggled with unbelief.    

 
 Hebrews 10:24-25 implies that some of them were in the habit of skipping 
church.    

 
 Hebrews 10:32-34 implies that many of them are weary from persecution.   



 
 The five sets of warning passages in Hebrews implies that some of them are 

considering quitting the Christian race all together.   
  

They are tired, discouraged, and sick of being persecuted.  If they go back to 

Judaism their lives will be so much easier!!!   
 
All of us feel this way at times, don’t we?  Following Jesus is difficult.  Sometimes 

we want to quit.  So, what is the solution?  What should you do when you are tempted 
to quit the race?  
 

 Hebrews 1:1-4 is the solution.   
 

The solution is a person.  His name is Jesus.  In these 4 verses the author of 

Hebrews fixes our eyes on the glory of Jesus Christ.   
 

A glorious vision of Jesus will help us run the race until the end.   

 
A glorious vision of Jesus will help us persevere when times get tough.  
 

This glorious vision of Jesus in Hebrew 1:1-4 contains seven facts about Jesus, 
contained in seven clauses.  These seven facts will help us run the race that is set before 
us.  

 
 Let’s look at these seven facts about Jesus.    
 

First, Jesus is the heir!   

 Hebrews 1:1–2 (ESV) — 1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God 
spoke to our fathers by the prophets, (in other words God spoke through the OT 

scriptures) 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, (Jesus Christ is God 
the father’s agent of revelation to the world. He speaks to us through the NT, which 
means there will be no more authoritative prophets) whom he appointed the heir of all 

things,...  

 The first fact about Jesus is simply this.  Jesus is the heir of all things, which 
means that Jesus owns everything.   

 
 In the ANE when a man died his first-born son inherited everything.  Jesus is 
God’s only son therefore he inherits everything.   

 
 Jesus is the heir of all things since he is the only son of the father.  
  

Furthermore, Jesus is the heir of all things since he created all things.  Since he 
created all things, all things are his.  More on this in a moment!  
  

 Application: 
 
 When we become children of God we become co heirs with Christ!!!  



 
 Romans 8:17 (ESV) — 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow 

heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with 
him.  
 

 Some of the recipients of the letter to the Hebrews needed to here this… why???   
 
 Hebrews 10:32–34 (ESV) — 32 But recall the former days when, after you were 

enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly 
exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated. 
34 For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering 

of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an 
abiding one.  
 

 The author exhorts us to not give up on Christ.  If you leave Christ you will lose 
your inheritance!!!  If you remain with Christ, you will inherit the earth after you receive 
your glorified body.   

 
 First, Jesus is the heir 
  

Second, Jesus is the creator!   
 
 Hebrews 1:2 (ESV) — 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, 

whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.  
 
 The end of verse 2 says that God the father created the world through Jesus.  In 

other words, Jesus is the agent of creation. Jesus is the one who spoke the universe into 
existence.  Hebrews 1:2 says, “he created the world.”  But the word for world in the 
Greek is the word ages, which means the universe, which includes all time and space.   

 
 This is supported by Colossians 1:16  
 

 Colossians 1:16 (ESV) — 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and 
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created through him and for him.  

 
 See also Gen 1:1 and John 1:1-4 
  

 Jesus is the creator…  how much power did this require???   Well???  How big is 
the universe?   
 

Illustration:  
 
 Light travels so fast that it can go around our little planet 7 times in one second.  

A light year is the distance light can travel at this speed in the course of a year.   In that 
case a light year is the distance of 6 trillion miles.    

 

The nearest star to our solar system within our Galaxy is 5 light years away or 26 
trillion miles away.   



 
The milky way contains somewhere between 100 - 400 billion stars. 

 
The milky way is just a speck of dust in the observable universe.  
 

There are some galaxies that are 20 times the size of the Milky Way galaxy.  
 
Most galaxies contain billions of stars.  

 
Andromeda galaxy M31- This is the Milky Way’s closest neighbor.  It is 3 million 

light years away.  It contains 300 billion stars, is 65,000 light years across.  

 
How many stars are there in the universes?  On a clear night sky, we can see 

about 5000 stars, all in the Milky way.   

 
Hubble Ultra deep field-  “Representing a narrow keyhole view..  this Hubble 

deep field image covers a speck of the sky only about the width of a dime located 75 

feet away.  This is at least 1,500 galaxies in various stages of development.  
 
Current estimates are 100 billion to 2 trillion total galaxies in the universe.  

 
Here is something even more mind blowing….  

 

In a single drop of water there are 1.7 billion trillion H2o molecules.  In a few 
drops of water, there are more molecules than all the stars in the known universe.    

 

The problem with these facts is our inability to comprehend large numbers!!!   
 
One million seconds is about 11 and a half days. 

One billion seconds is about 31 and a half years. 
 
One million ants would weigh a little over six pounds. 

One billion ants would weight over 3 tons - a little less than the weight of an 
elephant. 

 

There are at least 100 billion galaxies in the universe.  
   

This means that Jesus spoke and at least 100 billion galaxies came into existence 

out of nothing!!!!  
      

 Application:     

 
 No matter how big your problem, God has the power to help!!!  Do we really 
believe what we believe about God the creator?   

 
 First, Jesus is the heir  
 Second, Jesus is the creator  

 
Third, Jesus is divine!  



 
 Hebrews 1:3 (ESV) — 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 

imprint of his nature,… 
 
 This first phrase means that Jesus does not merely reflect God’s glory like the 

moon reflects the sun.  Jesus is the glory of God.  He, himself, radiates God’s glory.  
Which is why Jesus says later, “If you have seen me you have seen the father.”  
 

 The next phrase is very interesting.  The author of Hebrews writes, Jesus is “the 
exact imprint of God’s nature.”  It is difficult to imagine a stronger statement affirming 
the full deity of Jesus Christ.    

 
  The Greek word for exact imprint (character) referred to a seal that was used to 
print or stamp money.  All the coins stamped with this seal looked exactly the same.  

Jesus shares the exact same nature as the father.  
 
 Here we have perfectly preserved the doctrine of the oneness and the three-ness 

of the trinity.  The father and the son have the exact same nature or essence, but they 
are two distinct persons.   
 

 Jesus Christ is the perfect God man.  He is fully God, yet distinct from the father.    
 
 Application:  

 
 The author of Hebrews wrote to an audience of converted Jews.  
 

 You can imagine some of the things these Jewish converts heard from their Jewish 
friends, 
 

 “Jesus was just a man, the son of a poor carpenter.”    
 “Jesus was crucified as a criminal and now he is dead.”  
  

 Hebrews 1:3 proclaims that he is fully God.  he is divine!  
 

What you do with Jesus is the most important thing you will ever do!!!  Why? He is 

God.  This is more important than how much money you make, your 401K, your 
address, your health, your children, and your grandchildren.  Nothing matters more than 
how you respond to Jesus.  Why?  He is God.   

 
 The author of Hebrews says to the Jewish Christians, “If you abandon Jesus, you 
are abandoning the son of God. For your sake, please don’t do that!”   

 
 First, Jesus is the heir  
 Second, Jesus is the creator  

Third, Jesus is divine!  
 
Fourth, Jesus is the sustainer!  

 



 Hebrews 1:3 (ESV) — 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power… 

  
What keeps the strong and weak force working at the atomic level???   
What keeps the atoms in your body from flying apart???  

 What keeps planets spinning in their orbits?  
 What keeps your heart beating?   
 What holds our galaxy together?  

  
 Jesus…  Hebrews 1:3 says that he upholds the universe by the word of his power.  
 

 He makes sure that cedar and oak maintain the properties of wood.  
 He makes sure that quartz and granite maintain the properties of quartz and 
granite.  

 He makes sure that rivers, lakes, and oceans maintain the properties of water.  
 
 But he is not just holding the universe together he is moving all things towards his 

appointed end.  This is the aspect of providence known as government.    
 
 How does God do this?  By speaking.  Hebrews 1:3 says that he upholds the 

universe by his “word of power.”  The phrase “word of power” is a Hebraic way of saying 
his mighty word (Bruce, 49). 
 

 The God of the Bible is not the God of deism.  On the contrary, he is actively 
involved with his creation holding it all together.  Aren’t you glad???    
 

 Application:   
 
 Do you ever feel like your life is spinning out of control?  

 Do you ever feel like you can’t hang on much longer to Jesus?    
 
 Don’t give up.  If God can hold the universe together, he can hold your life 

together.  Stay with Jesus.   
  
  First, Jesus is the heir  

 Second, Jesus is the creator  
Third, Jesus is divine!  
Fourth, Jesus is the sustainer!  

 
Fifth, Jesus is the purifier!  
  

Hebrews 1:3 (ESV) — 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After 
making purification for sins,... 

 
 The end of verse 3 mentions that Jesus made purification for sins almost as an 
afterthought.  What does it mean that Jesus made purification for sins?   

 



 When we sin we become impure in God’s eyes.  Unfortunately we sin every day.  
Objection!!!  I don’t sin every day????   Are you seeking to glorify God in all that you 

do?   In the last five minutes did you love God with all your heart, mind, soul, and 
strength?  Did you love your neighbor as yourself?  Of course not!  None of us did…   
 

 This means we are all impure!!!   
 
 How did Jesus make purification for sins?  He became the perfect high priest!  He 

offered up his own body.  He died in the place of sinners so that sinners could be 
purified from sin.  Explain…   
 

 Imagine rolling through the mud for hours wearing white jeans and a white t-shirt.  
Afterwards your clothes would need to be purified.  How would you purify them?  You 
would take them off, and throw them in the washing machine, and then you would poor 

in a whole bucket of bleach and hope and pray that it worked.  
 
 You and I are covered in the stain of sin.  The only way for us to be purified from 

sin is to look to Jesus Christ.  There is no other way!!!   
 
 Application:  

 
 Only Christians are purified from the guilt and corruption of sin.   

How does one become a Christian?   

 
If you flee from Christ, you will have no other means of purification.  Don’t do it!!!     

 

First, Jesus is the heir  
 Second, Jesus is the creator  

Third, Jesus is divine!  

Fourth, Jesus is the sustainer! 
Fifth, Jesus is the purifier!  

 

Sixth, Jesus is seated!    
 
 Hebrews 1:3 (ESV) — 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 

imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After 
making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  
 

 According to the end of verse 3 Jesus sat down at the father’s right hand…  why 
does this matter?  
   

No OT priest ever sat down.  He continued to sacrifice year after year because his 
work was never done.   Jesus, the perfect high priest, was able to sit down because his 
work of purification was done.  He went to earth, suffered, died, and rose from the 

grave.  There is nothing more that needs to be done to save sinners.  It is finished.   
  
 John 19:30 (ESV) — 30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is 

finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  
   



Application:  
 

 If Jesus finished the work of salvation there is nothing more for us to do!!  
 
 We don’t have to read our Bibles and pray to be saved!  Jesus sat down.  

 We don’t have to go to church to be saved!  Jesus sat down.  
 We don’t have to go to small group to be saved!  Jesus sat down.  
 We don’t have to clean up our lives to be saved! Jesus sat down.     

 
 Jesus sat down!!!  There is nothing more to be done.  There is no more religious 
activity required of us.  All we have to do is put our confidence in the finished work of 

Christ.   
  
  Does Jesus want us to obey his commands?  Absolutely, but this is not what gets 

us saved.   
 

First, Jesus is the heir  

 Second, Jesus is the creator  
Third, Jesus is divine!  
Fourth, Jesus is the sustainer! 

Fifth, Jesus is the purifier!  
Sixth, Jesus is seated!    

 

Seventh, Jesus is superior!   
 
 Hebrews 1:4 (ESV) — 4 having become as much superior to angels as the name 

he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.  
 
 Why does the author of Hebrews bring up the angels at this point?  There are 

several possibilities…   
 
 The author could be saying that Jesus is superior to the angels because some 

people worshipped angels.  
 The author could be saying that Jesus is superior to the angels because Jesus rules 
over the angels.   

 The author could be saying that Jesus is superior to the angels because in the OT 
the angels played a role in revealing things from God to humans.  But now Jesus is the 
final instrument of revelation.   

 
 There is probably an element of truth to all of these proposals.  The rest of this 
epistle goes into more detail on this subject.  The bottom line is this.  Jesus is superior 

to the angels and to every other created being in the universe.    
 
 Conclusion:   

 
 We have looked at seven facts about Jesus!   
 



 Why does the author of Hebrews start this letter with Jesus Christ?   These saints 
were struggling.  Their faith was weak.  They were tempted to go back to Judaism.  

They wanted to quit the race.       
 
 The author starts with Jesus to remind them that abandoning Jesus Christ, means 

abandoning-  
 

The heir of all things.  

 The creator of all things.  
 The one and only son of god.  
 The sustainer of the universe.   

 The only one who removes the stain of sin.  
 The one who sat down.  
 The one who is superior to all created beings.    

 
 Are you tempted to leave Christ this morning?  Hopefully not, but there may come 
a day when that temptation is very real.  There may come a day when you wonder if 

following Christ is worth it.  You may wonder if you should quit the race, stop running, 
and give up.   
 

The portrayal of Jesus Christ in Hebrews 1:1-4 will help us run the race that it set 
before us.  Keep you gaze fixed on him.  Our series in the book of Hebrews will help us 
to this end.  Let’s pray…  

 
 

 

  
   
 


