
Hebrews 1:1-14  

The superiority of Jesus!  

Introduction:  

 

“In 1956, a band of roving Natives came to the village of Lauri in East Africa. They surrounded it, and 

killed all 300 people, including women and children. Less than three miles away was the Rift Valley Academy, 

a private school for missionary children. The natives approached the school with spears, bows, arrows, clubs, 

and torches. 

In the darkness the children looked out the windows and watched the torches approach the school. Soon 

the school was surrounded, cutting off all avenues of escape. Shouts and curses left the mouths of the natives.  

They advanced on the school, tightening the circle, shouting louder and louder, coming closer, with the intent to 

kill everyone inside. Then inexplicably, when they were close enough to throw spears, they stopped. They 

began retreating and soon were running into the jungle. Eventually the army captured the entire band of raiders.  

Later, at their trial, the leader was called to the witness stand. The judge questioned him: "On this 

particular night, did you kill the inhabitants of Lauri?" "Yes." "Why didn't you attack the school?" The leader of 

the tribe answered, "We were on our way to attack and destroy all the people and school . . . but as we came 

closer, all of a sudden, between us and the school there were many huge men, dressed in white with flaming 

swords and we became afraid and ran to hide!"” (Hughes)   

 

This is a real story about real people protected by real Angels.   

 

This brings us to Hebrews 1:4-14.  This letter was written to Jewish converts to Christianity who lived in 

Rome.  Since they knew the OT, they had profound respect for Angels.   

 

 In the OT they read about-  

  

 One Angel who destroyed all the first-born children of Egypt (Ex. 12).   

 Another Angel who saved three men from a fiery furnace (Daniel 3).  

 Another Angel who shut the mouths of lions (Daniel 6)  

 Another Angel who tells Daniel his future (Daniel 10:5-8)  

 

 When Daniel saw this Angel (probably Gabriel) he was so terrified that he passed out in the mud face 

first (Daniel 10). 

   

They also read about an angel who destroyed 185,000 Assyrian soldiers in one night (2 Kings 19:35) 

 

In the Bible, Angels are terrifying and powerful beings.   They are more like members of Delta Force 

then Clarence from “It’s a wonderful life.”    

 

You can see why the original audience of Hebrews respected Angels so much.   

 

The author of Hebrews leverages their respect for angels to proclaim the worth of Jesus Christ.  

 

In chapter 1:4-14 he says, “You think angels are great, and they are, they are amazing, but Jesus Christ 

is so much greater.  He is far superior to the Angels.”   

 

Since Jesus Christ is far superior to the Angels you must not turn your back on him!   

 

“Dave, I know that Jesus Christ is superior to the angels!  Teach me something I don’t know.”  Before 

you tune out recognize this, the focus of this passage is not Angels.  The focus of this passage is the superiority 

of Jesus Christ.  The author brings up Angels simply to prove the superior worth of Jesus Christ.   



 

Most of us are just like the original audience.  We too, functionally, minimize the superiority of Jesus 

Christ, which leads to nearly every problem in our lives.    

 

Hebrews 1:4-14 will help us see the superiority of Jesus.   

 

The author of this text wants us to do two things-   

 

 See the superiority of Christ.  

 Apply the superiority of Christ.   

 

First, seeing the superiority of Christ.  

 Hebrews 1:3–4 (ESV) — 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 

and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the 

right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 

more excellent than theirs.  

 Verse 4 states that Christ is superior to the angels.  Then verses 5-14 provides biblical evidence that 

Christ is superior to the angels. Let’s look at the evidence…    

 

Jesus is superior because he is God’s son!    

 

Hebrews 1:5 (ESV) — 5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have 

begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”?  

 

In verse 5 the author of Hebrews uses Psalm 2 and 2 Sam 7:14 to ask a rhetorical question.  Here is the 

question, “Has God the father every said to an angel, you are my son and I am your father?”  Answer… no, 

never!    

God the father has one son and his name is Jesus.  With that said, what does the author of verse 5 mean 

when he writes, “you are my son, today I have begotten you?”  

 

Does this mean, like Arius taught in the 4th century, that Jesus is a created being?  No!    

The phrase “today I have begotten you” refers to Christ’s royal enthronement.  This is clearly the 

context of Hebrews 1:3-4, Psalm 2, and 2 Sam. 7:14.   

 

Jesus has always been God’s son. There never was a time when Jesus was not God’s son.  But after the 

resurrection of Christ, God the father declared publicly in the throne room of heaven, before all the angels, that 

Jesus was now his victorious son.  Jesus had conquered the power of death, the gates of hell, and all the forces 

of darkness through his life, death, and resurrection.  Therefore, God the father, honored his son by publicly 

declaring him to be what he already was, his only son, who was now victorious.       

 

Romans 1:3-4 says the same thing.  

 

Romans 1:3–4 (ESV) — 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 

and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 

dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,   

 Jesus is superior because he is God’s son! Furthermore…  

Jesus is superior because he is worshipped!  



 Hebrews 1:6 (ESV) — 6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s 

angels worship him.”  

 

 In 1:6, the author of Hebrews quotes Psalms 97:7 to make one simple point.  Jesus is superior to the 

angels because he is worshipped by the angels.   

 

He was worshipped by angels when he was born (Luke 2:13-14).  

 

But the context of verse 6 indicates that the worship mentioned here is the worship that Jesus receives in 

heaven due to his royal enthronement. We get a glimpse of this in Revelation 5.   

 

  Revelation 5:11–13 (ESV) — 11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures 

and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying 

with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and 

honor and glory and blessing!” 13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in 

the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor 

and glory and might forever and ever!”   

 Worshipping anything besides God is idolatry and it must be punished.  Yet the angels worship Jesus, 

proving that he is God.    

 

 Illustration:  

 

It would be wrong to say that Bill Gates is the richest man in the world, because he is not, Jeff Bezos is.   

It would be wrong to say that Rafael Nadal is the greatest Tennis player in the world, because he is not, 

Roger Federer is.   

It would be wrong to say that Russell Wilson is the greatest quarterback of all time, because he is not, 

unfortunately Tom Brady probably is…  

 

It would be wrong to worship Angels, because they are not worthy of worship, only God is.  Therefore, 

God is superior to the Angels.    

  

 Jesus is superior because he is God’s son.  

 Jesus is superior because he is worshipped. 

 

Jesus is superior because he is the king!   

 

Hebrews 1:7–9 (ESV) — 7 Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a 

flame of fire.”  

 

Quoting psalm 104:4 the author of Hebrews proves that the angels exist to serve God.   

 

8 But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the 

scepter of your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has 

anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”  

 

Verses 8-9 are from Psalm 45:6-7.  They refer to the fact that Jesus is the divine king.  He rules in 

righteousness.  reigns over all things.  To him every knee will bow.    

 

Do you see the contrast between verse 7 and verses 8-9?  

 

 In verse 7 the angels serve the king.  



 In verses 8-9 Jesus is the king.   

 

 We see the same contrast in verses 13-14.   

 Hebrews 1:13 (ESV) — 13 And to which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit at my right hand until I 

make your enemies a footstool for your feet”?   

 

 Hebrews 1:14 (ESV) — 14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those 

who are to inherit salvation?    

 

Jesus is the sovereign King and the angels are his subjects, therefore, he is their superior.   

 Jesus is superior because he is God’s son!  

 Jesus is superior because he is worshipped! 

Jesus is superior because he is the king!   

 

Jesus is superior because he is eternal!  

 Hebrews 1:10–12 (ESV) — 10 And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and 

the heavens are the work of your hands; 11 they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a 

garment, 12 like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and 

your years will have no end.”  

 This quotation from Psalm 102:25-27 reminds us that Jesus is eternal.  

 

 In verses 10 we read that Jesus laid the foundations of the earth.  Since he created the earth, we know 

that he existed before creation.   

 

 Furthermore, in verses 11-12 the impermanence of creation is contrasted with the permanent, eternal, 

and unchangeable Jesus Christ. 

    

 The author writes, “clothes grow old and wear out; a cloak is rolled up and put away, but the Son 

remains forever.”  

 

 This implies…  

 

 There never was a time when Jesus was not.  He existed before time, space, and matter.   

 

 He was around a billion years before there was time, if that is even possible.  He will be around a billion 

years after time, if that is even possible.     

 

The angels, on the other hand, are temporal. They were created, there was a time when they did not 

exist.   

   

 Jesus is superior because he is God’s son!  

 Jesus is superior because he is worshipped! 

Jesus is superior because he is the king!   

Jesus is superior because he is eternal!  

 

 Is Jesus superior in your thinking?  

 

Renowned Yale historian Jaroslav Pelikan famously wrote,  



 

 “Regardless of what anyone may personally think or believe about him, Jesus of Nazareth has been the 

dominant figure in the history of Western culture for almost twenty centuries.”  (Wellum, 25)  

 

 Theologian Stephen Wellum writes,  

 

 “Even to this day… a large portion of the human population continues to divide world history into BC 

and AD by reference to Jesus’s birth in history.” (Wellum, 25)   

 

The poem “One solitary life” ends with these words,  

 

 “Twenty centuries have come and gone and today Jesus is the central figure of the human race, the 

leader of mankind’s progress.  All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the 

parliaments that ever sat, all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life of man on earth 

as much as that One Solitary life.”   

 

 Jesus is the most magnificent man in the universe.  

 But he is more than man.  He is the God man.  

 This means that he is far superior to the angels.   

 Hopefully we all see the superiority of Jesus?   But, it is not enough to see it, we must apply it.  Which 

brings us to the next point.   

 First, Seeing the superiority of Jesus.  

 

Second, applying the superiority of Jesus.  

 

 Let me suggest a few applications…   

 

Since Jesus is superior to the angels, he can deploy them on our behalf.   

 

Hebrews 1:7 (ESV) — 7 Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame 

of fire.”  

Hebrews 1:14 (ESV) — 14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those 

who are to inherit salvation?  

 

Jesus sends out millions of angels to do his bidding (Heb. 12:22).  Sometimes this involves win and 

flames.  What kind of work do they do?  

 

According to verse 14, they preserve us so that we can inherit the salvation that Jesus won for us on the 

cross.  Jesus lived, died, and rose again so that we could be forgiven, reconciled to God, adopted into God’s 

family, and spend all eternity in his glorious presence, worshipping him with the angels.  

 

But salvation comes to us in stages.  We have not inherited all there is to inherit, yet.  When we die, we 

will be in God’s presence.  When Christ returns, we will receive glorified bodies.  

 

But we have to persevere in faith to receive our full inheritance (this is a major theme in Hebrews).  

How will we persevere in faith?  One of the means God uses to help us persevere physically and spiritually are 

angels.   

 

Angels keep us from believing Satan lies, they keep us from physical harm, they keep us from 

temptation, and they encourage us in subtle ways to keep believing.   



 

Angels are mentioned close to 300 times in the Bible.  They show up everywhere.  There are probably 

angels in this room right now.   

 

 Illustration:  

 

“On a dark night about a hundred years ago, a Scottish missionary couple found themselves surrounded 

by cannibals intent on taking their lives. That terror-filled night they fell to their knees and prayed that God 

would protect them. Intermittent with their prayers, the missionaries heard the cries of the savages and expected 

them to come through the door at any moment. But as the sun began to rise, to their astonishment they found 

that the natives were retreating into the forest. The couple's hearts soared to God. It was a day of rejoicing! 

The missionaries bravely continued their work. A year later the chieftain of that tribe was converted. As 

the missionary spoke with him, he remembered the horror of that night. He asked the chieftain why he and his 

men had not killed them. The chief replied, "Who were all those men who were with you?" The missionary 

answered, "Why, there were no men with us. There were just my wife and myself." The chieftain began to argue 

with him, saying, "There were hundreds of tall men in shining garments with drawn swords circling about your 

house, so we could not attack you." 

 

This story, recorded in Billy Graham's book Angels, is one of the great tales of missionary history. The 

missionary was the "legendary" John G. Paton of the New Hebrides.” (Hughes)  

 

We should thank God constantly for sending angels to preserve us so that we can inherit the salvation 

that Christ has earned for us.   

 

 Since Jesus is superior to the angels, he can deploy them!  

 

Since Jesus is superior to the angels, he must be worshipped!    

 

 The original audience was impressed by angels.  But the author of Hebrews wants them to be way more 

impressed by Jesus.   

 

 Jesus is God.   

  

 In Hebrews 1:5 we learn that Jesus is God’s unique son…  

 In Hebrews 1:6 we learn that Jesus is worshipped by angels…   

 In Hebrews 1:8 we learn that Jesus is called God….   

 Hebrews 1:8 (ESV) — 8 But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter 

of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.  

Verse 8 is a clear reference to Christ’s deity.  Next time someone tries to prove to you that Jesus is not 

God take him or her to Hebrews 1:8 where Jesus is specifically and unequivocally called God (Greek word -

theos). 

  Hebrews 1:9 (ESV) — 9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your 

God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.”  

Wait a minute…   

 

Jesus is God, yet verse 9 says “you (Jesus) love righteousness and hated wickedness: therefore God, 

your God,…  

 



Who is Jesus’ God?  

I thought Jesus was God?   

Are their two gods?   

Who is the author of scripture referring to?   

  

This brings up the doctrine of the trinity.   

 The word trinity is not in the Bible, but the reality of the trinity is all throughout the Bible.    

 

 God the father is God.  

 God the son is God.  

 God the HS is God.   

 

 Yet there is one God.  

 

 God exists as three persons in one God.   

 

 Each member of the trinity is fully God.  Yet the father is not the son, the son is not the father, and the 

spirit is not the father or the son.    

 

Christians are trinitarian monotheists, which means that we confess that Jesus is God!  

 

 Here is the take away…   

 

 What separates Christians from Muslims, Jews, and other religions?  We worship Jesus.  

 

Muslims don’t worship Jesus, they say he was just a prophet.  

Jews don’t worship Jesus they think he was a lunatic.   

Early Christians refused to worship anyone, but Jesus and they were burned by Nero.  

JW think Jesus is an archangel, not equal with God.  They are not Christians…  

 

Do you worship Jesus?   

 

 When we gather here on the Lord’s day, we gather to worship Jesus Christ with millions of angels…   

 

 If you don’t worship Jesus as the son of God, equal to God, you are not a Christian.  This is what 

Christians do.   

 

This is the massive dividing line for all world religions.  Only one world religion worships Jesus…. It is 

Christianity.   

 

 The cults give him a place of honor, but he is not worshipped.  According to Hebrews 1 he must be 

worshipped.    

 

 Jesus is more than a good moral teacher, a miracle worker, and a faith healer.  He is God.    

Jesus must not be demoted to a good man, even a perfect man, even the best man that ever lived, he is 

God. 

 

Do you have an appropriate sense of awe and wonder towards Jesus Christ?  

Are you offended when his name is taken in vain?  

Do you belittle him by neglecting him?  

Do you ever trivialize him by using his name as a swear word?   



Do you despise him by disobeying his commands?  

If we are not careful our Jesus can become very small, and he is no longer the creator and sustainer of 

the universe.  

 

The church of Jesus Christ must tremble, stand in awe of, and marvel at the glory and splendor of Jesus 

Christ.   

 

Hebrews 1 is designed to awaken our hearts to the glory of Christ…   

 

Since Jesus is superior to the angels, he can deploy them!  

Since Jesus is superior to the angels, he must be worshipped!   

  

Since Jesus is superior to the angels, we must not drift from him! 

 

The message of Hebrews 1:4-14 is simple.  Jesus is superior to the angels.  This leads to 2:1.  

Hebrews 2:1 (ESV) — 1 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we 

drift away from it.  

 Since Jesus is superior to the angels, we must not drift away from him.  This is the topic of next week’s 

sermon.  Please come back!  

  
  Conclusion:  

 

 I have said allot this morning.  Maybe you are still not amazed by the superiority of Jesus Christ.  

 

 Let me mention one more thing.   Jesus is superior since  

 

He created the universe.  

He is God’s unique son.  

He is eternal.  

He is worshipped by Angels.  

He is the king.   

 

I have saved the best for last…   

 

 What makes Jesus really superior is his love.  This same Jesus loved sinners so much that he suffered 

and died in their place on the cross so that they could be reconciled to God.  do you know this Jesus?  Have you 

trusted this Jesus?  Why not turn to him this morning?  Let’s pray…  

 

  

  


