
Hebrews 10-1-18 

Jesus is better!  

 

Prayer for illumination:  please join me in prayer…  

 

Sermon introduction:  

  

 Do you remember your first cell phone?  

 

 I purchased my first cell phone in 1999.  It was a Nokia. Twenty years ago, all you could do with your 

phone was talk to people. Can you imagine? Phones had no internet access, no texting, no camera, no video, no 

apps, no calendar, no email, no weather app, no music, no shazam, no maps for driving, etc…  

 

 I had to carry around a phone, ipod, pda, and a wallet. 

 

 20 years later I have an iPhone with a 100 gigs of memory…   

 

 I have music 

 Audio books 

 My calendar 

 Television shows  

 You tube…   

 Email  

 Texting  

 Access to all my word documents 

 And access to thousands of cool apps…  

 

 What would you think if I decided to go back to my old phone?  Most of you, though not all of you, 

would think I was crazy. Why? The new phone is so much better.  

 

 I would be giving up so much!!!  

 

 The original audience of the book of Hebrews was tempted to leave Jesus to go back to their old way of 

life in Judaism.  The author of Hebrews has been trying to persuade them for several chapters to stick with Jesus 

since Jesus is way better than their old way of life.   

 

What are you tempted to go back to this morning? Our section reminds us once again, that Jesus is 

better…   

 

Let me summarize where we have been recently.  

 

In chapters 4-7 we learn that Jesus is a better Priest.  

In chapter 8 we learn that Jesus inaugurates a better covenant.  

In chapter 9, we learn that Jesus is a better sacrifice.  

 

This brings us to Hebrews 10:1-18.  These verses summarize the great themes of chapters 4-9.  

 

We will look at three things from these verses-  

 

Jesus is a better sacrifice  

Jesus is a better priest  

Jesus mediates a better covenant   



 

First, Jesus is a better sacrifice  

 

This is proved from Hebrews 10:1-10.  In verses 1-4 we see…  

 

 The need for a better sacrifice.  

 Hebrews 10:1–2 (ESV) — 1 For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of 

the true form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make 

perfect those who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, 

having once been cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of sins?  

 

If the OT sacrifices were able to take away sins, the priests could have stopped performing them.   

 

If you have stomach issues you take Pepto Bismol.  If it works you stop taking it.  If the Pepto does not 

work, you keep taking it.  If it does not reduce the pain, it is a painful reminder (literally) that you need a better 

cure.  

 

The OT sacrifices did not take away sins, so the priests kept offering them year after year.   

 

Hebrews 10:3–4 (ESV) — 3 But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is 

impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.  

 

The OT animal sacrifices symbolized payment for sin, but they did not actually pay for sins.  No animal 

was worthy enough to pay for the sins of the world.  Only Christ could pay for sins.  The sacrifices were meant 

to point people to Jesus, the fulfillment of all the sacrifices.  

 

We see the need for a better sacrifice, but thankfully we also see...    

 The provision of a better sacrifice.  

Hebrews 10:5–9 (ESV) — 5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and 

offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings you 

have taken no pleasure. 7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the 

scroll of the book.’ ” 8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 

offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9 then he added, 

“Behold, I have come to do your will.” He does away with the first in order to establish the second.  

 

The author of Hebrews quotes from Psalm 40:6-8. These words express perfectly what was in the mind 

of Christ when he came to earth.  He came to earth willingly, to perform his father’s will, to offer up his own 

body as the perfect sacrifice for sins.  Thus, he did away with the entire OT sacrificial system.  

 

But how does this benefit us?  

 

Let’s keep reading.  We see…  

 

The need for a better sacrifice.  

The provision of a better sacrifice.  

 The results of a better sacrifice.  



 Hebrews 10:10 (ESV) — 10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body 

of Jesus Christ once for all.  

 

Hebrews 10:14 (ESV) — 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 

sanctified.  

 

The author of Hebrews is not talking about progressive sanctification (e.g. 1 Thes. 5:23; cf. Heb. 12:14).  

Progressive sanctification is the process of becoming more and more like Jesus. The author of Hebrews uses the 

word sanctification differently than the apostle Paul uses the word sanctification.    

 

 In Hebrews the words sanctified, cleansed, made perfect, and made complete are synonyms.   

 

 Commentators argue that the author of Hebrews uses the word sanctified like Paul uses the word 

Justified.  

 

 In Hebrews, to be sanctified is to be cleansed from all sin. Once you are cleansed from all sin you are 

qualified to be in God’s temple worshipping him forever.  In other words, our sanctification enables us to be in 

the most holy place, a prominent theme in Hebrews.  

  

 We are immediately sanctified, purified, and forgiven the moment we believe the gospel.   

 The phrase in verse 14, “perfected for all time” does not mean that Christians are perfect or will ever be 

perfect in this life. It means that God sees us as perfect, even though we are not, because of Christ’s better 

sacrifice on the cross. God has sanctified us.  This sanctification makes us perfect.   

 

 No matter what we have done!!!   

 

 Illustration:   

 

 They called him the Monster from Milwaukee. His real name was Jeffery Dahmer. In the early 1990s 

Dahmer’s story horrified a nation. He was placed on trial for murdering and then cannibalizing 17 young men.  

 

 During his trial Dahmer showed no signs of remorse whatsoever. Therefore, the world cheered when he 

was sentenced to life in prison without parole. Still, this seemed like too light of a sentence to many.  

 

 But, what people find most disturbing is what happened next.  In prison Dahmer became a Christian. 

Many people were skeptical of his conversion. But, after he was baptized, he sent letters of apology to all of his 

victims’ families, started to consume the scriptures, assisted the chaplain, and helped the chaplain serve 

communion.  He asked to be taken out of solitary confinement to witness to the other inmates. Prison officials 

told him this was a really bad idea and would lead to his certain death.  But he was determined to share the 

gospel with as many people as possible.   

 

 When an inmate slashed his throat, he kept sharing the gospel.  His parents begged him to return to 

solitary confinement, but he told them the prison was his mission field. A few days later he was beaten to death 

in a bathroom.  

 

 When the media announced his death on Nov. 24th 1994, the nation cheered again.  

 

 When the prison chaplain announced that Jeffery Dahmer was truly saved and in heaven, the media went 

crazy. Most people thought that Dahmer was too bad, too evil, too despicable to be forgiven by God. What do 

you think?   

 



 Application:  

 

 Our text tells us that Jesus better sacrifice can sanctify or make perfect those who trust in Jesus! No 

matter how great the evil, the sacrifice of Jesus Christ is worthy enough to make perfect the worst sinners.  

 

 Animal sacrifices could not do this, but Jesus the perfect sacrifice did it on the cross.  

 

You may not feel perfect, because you are not perfect, but God sees you as perfect because of what 

Jesus did for you in his life, death, and resurrection.   

 

 But I have committed adultery, I aborted a child, I yelled at my kids yesterday, I said some really mean 

things to my spouse, I lied to my boss, I stole from my employer, I’m an addict, I have not read my bible in 

months, etc…  

 

 If you are a Christian, right now, this very moment God sees you as perfect, even though you are not.   

 

How long will I be seen as perfect? Forever! Our text says, “for all time.”  There is no need to fear that 

God will change his mind in 13,000 years.  

 

We live in constant tension. We are not perfect, God sees us as perfect, and he wants us to strive for 

perfection in our daily lives.  

 

  Knowing that he sees us as perfect, even though we are not, is what motivates us to live lives that are 

pleasing to him.  

 

  Jesus is so much better.  His sacrifice means that we can be seen as perfect!  It gets better…  

 

 First, Jesus is a better sacrifice  

 

Second, Jesus is a better priest  

 

 Why is Jesus a better priest? Because he is seated!  

 Hebrews 10:11–13 (ESV) — 11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the 

same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice 

for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a 

footstool for his feet.  

 

 This theme comes up again and again in Hebrews, but can we be reminded enough of the finished work 

of Jesus Christ? No!  

   

 There was no seat in the OT tabernacle furniture. This was because the OT priest was always standing. 

There was no time to rest, there was always more work to be done.   

 

 Why? People kept on sinning.  And the sacrifices performed by the priests, could not ultimately take 

away sins.  

 

 But Jesus is seated!!!  Why? His work is done!  

  

 One scholar reminds us,  

 



 “What tens of thousands of animal sacrifices could not accomplish, Jesus accomplished with one 

sacrifice forever!” (Wiersbe)  

 

 Jesus came to earth, lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, rose from the grave, ascended to 

the father and SAT DOWN!  

 

 No more sacrifices are needed (this is why protestants have objected to the Roman catholic mass, 

priests, and alters ever since the reformation)  

 

  But he did not sit down, just anywhere!!! He sat down at the father’s right hand in fulfillment of Psalm 

110:1 (Heb 1:3, 13; 8:1, 10:12-13, 12:2).  

 

 This means that he is seated in the place of highest honor… in the universe.   

 

 Mostly importantly, his posture reminds us that his work of salvation is done!!!   

 

 Illustration:   

 

 Several months ago, a huge maple tree in our neighbor’s yard dropped thousands (maybe millions) of 

seeds into our yards.  They float down like little helicopters.  Soon they began to sprout in my grass.  I freaked 

out. I can’t handle weeds in my grass, but these were worse than weeds, they were little trees.  

 

 I called my lawn services guys (Lawn Doctor).  They said there is nothing we can do.  

 

 So, my family went to work. We have had several maple seedlings parties at our house.   

 

 No matter how many we pulled up, there were always more.  The work is never done.  We pulled up 

hundreds, and the next week there were hundreds more, so we kept working, working, working.  It was 

impossible to keep up.   

 If my boys want media they have to go and pull up 100 seedlings.  

 If they get in trouble they have to go and pull up 100 seedlings.  

 

 Even after weeks of this, they are still growing in my yard.  The work is never done!!!  

 

 I think, this is how religious people feel.   

 

 They can never keep up. They can never do enough good things, to feel acceptable to God.  

   

 Application:  

   

They assume, “If I work really hard, if I read my Bible and pray, etc… than I know God will accept me. 

But, this is not Christianity, it is religion.  And the work of religion is never ever done.  It provides no rest.  

 

Religion is not Christianity.   

 

Christianity teaches that Jesus sat down!   

 

Therefore, there is nothing left for you to do, but believe.  

 

You don’t have to read your bible to be accepted, Jesus is seated.  

 You don’t have to go to Church to be accepted, Jesus is seated.  

 You don’t have to clean up your life to be accepted, Jesus is seated.  



 You don’t have to give money to poor people to be accepted, Jesus is seated.  

 

 The lord’s acceptance of you has never been based on your performance, therefore your lack of 

performance will never make him reject you. 

 

 You are accepted because of Christ performance, and he is done!!!  He sat down!!!  

 

 Does Jesus want us to be holy?  Absolutely, but we are not accepted because of our holiness, we 

accepted because of his holiness.  

 

 Jesus is a way better priest, since he sat down.   

 First, Jesus is a better sacrifice.  

 Second, Jesus is a better priest. 

  

Third, Jesus brings a better covenant  

 

 How is the new covenant better?  

 

 Under the new covenant God promises to transform us.  

 Hebrews 10:15–16 (ESV) — 15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, 16 “This 

is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts, 

and write them on their minds,”  

 

 Quoting from Jeremiah 31, the author of Hebrews proves that Jesus is the mediator of a better covenant, 

a covenant that will transform us.    

 

The new covenant is superior because God promises to write his laws on our minds and hearts.  Under 

the old Covenant the law was not written on one’s heart or mind, it was written on tablets of stone, meaning that 

Israel never internalized the law.  Under the new covenant things are so much better.    

 

How does God write his laws on our hearts and minds under the new covenant?  Through the Holy 

Spirit.  The parallel passage to Jeremiah 31 is Ezekiel 36:26-27.  Describing the New covenant Ezekiel writes,  

Ezekiel 36:26–27 (ESV) — 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. 

And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit 

within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.  

 There is great power under the new covenant to transform us.  

 

 Illustration:  

 

Nearly running out of Gas on the way to Ogden. 700-mile road trip.  Without gas, your car has no 

power, it can’t go anywhere.  If you are not a citizen of the new covenant, you have no power to live a life that 

please God. but if you are a citizen of the new covenant God has given you everything you need to be 

transformed.   

 

 Application:   

 

Under the new covenant God gives us power to do what he wants us to do.    

 



What are you struggling with this morning?  

 

Anger 

Anxiety  

Lust  

A difficult marriage 

An addiction  

Crippling depression  

Road rage  

Lying  

Indifference  

Stinginess 

Self-centeredness…  

 

God wants to help you obey his commands.  He wants to help you so much that he created a new 

covenant to ensure that his laws would be written on your hearts and the holy Spirit would permanently dwell 

inside of you to change you from the inside out.   

 

 I know this, but I still sin,  are you asking God for help???   

  

 Under the new covenant God promises to transform us. In addition…    

 Under the new covenant God promises to forgive us.   

 Hebrews 10:17–18 (ESV) — 17 then he adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no 

more.” 18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.  

 Under the new covenant, God the father promises to remember our sins no more because his one and 

only son Jesus Christ gave up his life on the cross as the perfect sacrifice.   

 

 Under the old covenant, sacrifices could not remove sins, God still remembered them.  

 

 Under the new covenant, God remembers our sins no more because Jesus died for them.  Doesn’t God 

know all things? Yes.  Doesn’t this mean that he still remembers our sins?  He chooses not to remember them 

since Jesus paid for them.  

  

 “It was said that Clara Barton, organizer of the American Red Cross, was never known to harbor 

resentment to anyone. On one occasion a friend recalled for her an incident that had taken place some years 

before, but Clara seemed not to remember. "Don't you remember the wrong that was done you?" asked her 

friend. Clara Barton answered calmly, "No, I distinctly remember forgetting that." Clara Barton willed to 

forgive and forget.”  (K. Hughes)  

 

 God wills to remember our sins no more.   

 Jesus is a better sacrifice 

 Jesus is a better priest  

 Jesus mediates a better covenant 

 

 Conclusion:  

 

 The author of Hebrews pleads with his audience to stick with Jesus, and not go back to their former way 

of life.   



 

 If they go back to the OT sacrifices, priests, and covenants they can’t be saved.   

 

 Your old way of life can’t save you. It can’t deliver on what it promises.   

 

 What are you tempted to go back to?   The partying, the friends, the illicit pleasure, the freedom to do 

whatever you wanted to do whenever you want to do it?  

 

 There is no life in your old way of life, just brokenness and death.  

 

Stick with Jesus.  

 

 He is a better sacrifice, priest, and covenant mediator.   

 

 Lets pray….  

 

  


