
Hebrews 10-19-25 

Gospel beliefs motivates gospel behavior  

 

Prayer for illumination: please join me in prayer…  

 

Introduction:   

 

 What motivates you?   

 

We are all motivated by different things.  A few of my boys love to play video games. If we want them 

to do anything, we hold out the carrot of video games. This summer my wife developed a brilliant strategy to 

keep our boys busy, improve their work ethic, and get stuff done.  Every morning our boys had to complete 

their list to earn video game time.  

 

What is on the list?  Each list is different, one of the boys has to…  

 

Play Piano for 45 minutes 

Read 1 hour 

Read a science or history book for 15 minutes  

Watch a Prager video  

Read the Bible  

Run a lap around the neighborhood/ sit ups/ push ups  

A daily job (vacuuming, wedding, sweeping, etc…)  

 

My boys are highly motivated to do these things because they like to play video games.  

 

Even my six-year-old frequently asks for his daily list …  

 

 What motivates you?  Finding the proper motives is one of the keys to success in life!  

 

 This is especially true in spiritual matters.  

 

 Do you ever lack motivation to follow Jesus?   

 

 This brings us to this morning’s text.  

 

The author of Hebrews spends the first ten chapters describing the glories of Jesus.  Then we come to 

10:19. 10:19 is a great turning point in the book.  The author transitions from what is true, to what we must do.   

 

 He transitions from gospel truths to gospel conduct.  Why?  Gospel truth is the best way to motivate 

gospel conduct. Let me say that again.  

 

 Gospel truths motivate gospel conduct.  

  

 This is the main point of our text….  

  

 To help us understand this, we will look at two things; Gospel truths and Gospel conduct.  

 

First, Gospel truths   

  

 What gospel truths?  Our text lists a few…  



 

The gospel brings access!  

 

 Hebrews 10:19–20 (ESV) — 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places 

by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through 

his flesh, 

 

 Therefore, (in light of all the good news in chapters 1-10), we have confidence to enter the holy places 

by the blood of Jesus.   

 

 In the OT temple, there was a room called the holy of holies or the most holy place. This was the place 

where God’s very presence dwelled. It could only be entered once a year on the day of atonement by the high 

priest. He had to walk through a thick veil to get from the holy place to the most holy place.  Plus, he could only 

enter the holy of holies after following very specific and very detailed instructions.    

   

When Jesus died on the cross, the curtain in the earthly temple was torn in two from top to bottom (Matt. 

27:51, Mark 15:38, Luke 23:45) symbolizing the glorious reality that every Christian has full access to God’s 

presence all the time.   

 

 The OT priest entered God’s presence through a thick veil once a year, we enter God’s presence through 

the shed blood of Jesus.  

 

We have been let in… we have been given access.  

 

 Jesus Christ, through his life, death, and resurrection has removed every obstacle that kept us out of 

God’s presence.   

 

 Illustration:  

 

 The humidity was stifling as we stood outside our apartment in Fairfax Va. in the summer of 2003.  In 

was early August and my wife was very pregnant.  We could not get in our apartment.  Desperate times called 

for desperate measures. I walked around the back and climbed up a pole in order to climb onto our second story 

balcony.  Then I ripped out a window and climbed into our living room and unlocked the front door for my 

pregnant wife.  

 

 If I would have had a key it would have been so much easier… a key would have given us access to our 

apartment.  

 

 Jesus makes it easy for us to be in God’s presence.  He is the key that gives us access.   

 

 Application:  

 

 Don’t we all have access?  God is a god of love, right???   

 

 He is a god of love, but he is also a god of justice.  Our sins separate us from his good and benevolent 

presence.  

  

 We don’t deserve access. It was earned for us by Jesus.    

 

Because of Jesus, we have 24-7 access to God’s presence.   

 

 Access to God’s presence is the good news of the gospel.   



  

God is the gospel…  

 

Francis Schaefer writes,  

 

“The central message of biblical Christianity is the possibility of men and women approaching God 

through the work of Christ” (Schaefer, 245) 

  

 The gospel brings access!  

 

 The gospel brings advocacy!  

 

 Hebrews 10:19–21 (ESV) — 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places 

by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through 

his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  

 The same God who made access to God possible is also our high priest. Not just any high priest, your 

high priest if you are a Christian. The text says, “we have a great high priest.”  

 

OT priest had many roles.  One of them was praying for the saints.  Jesus our great high priest is always 

praying for us.  He is our advocate at the father’s right hand.  

Hebrews 7:25 (ESV) — 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to 

God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 

 Jesus Christ is our great advocate.  

 

Have you ever had an advocate?   

 

 Illustration:   

 

After college I applied for a job with SF insurance in Spokane.  They did not have any openings in the 

Spokane office, so I applied in Seattle.  I found out later, that one of the reasons I got the Seattle job is because 

someone from the Spokane office called the Seattle office and advocated for me after my interview.  He wanted 

me to get the job, so he interceded on my behalf.  

 

 Application:   

 

 Part of the good news of the gospel is that we have an advocate in Jesus Christ.  

 He is seated at the right hand of God the Father, where he constantly prays for us.   

 

 Our text describes two amazing gospel truths.  

 

 The gospel brings access 

 The gospel brings advocacy.  

 

 So what?  How do these truths affect our lives?  This brings us to the second point.  

  

 First, gospel truths.     

 

Second, Gospel conduct.     

 



 Look at the text again…  

 

 Hebrews 10:19–25 (ESV) — 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places 

by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through 

his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near…  23 Let us hold 

fast… 24 And let us consider … 

 Hopefully you see the pattern.  The gospel truths are followed by three commands. Yes, they are 

commands. In the Greek they are called hortatory subjunctives.  

 

 This is the pattern of the entire Bible.  Gospel indicatives always precede ethical imperatives.  

 

 Gospel truths motivate gospel conduct.  

 

Let’s look at each command…     

  

The gospel motivates us to draw near!    

 

Hebrews 10:22 (ESV) — 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 

sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  

 

This verse encourages us to confidently draw near to God.   

 

But what is this confidence based on? We can draw near to God because our hearts have been sprinkled 

from an evil conscience and our bodies have been washed with pure water.  

 

The language of hearts being sprinkled, and bodies being washed should be understood in light of Old 

Testament purification rituals.  (Ex. 24:8, 29:21)    

 

Some argue that “pure water” is a reference to Christian baptism, maybe??? It is more than likely a 

reference to Ezekiel 36:25-26 and OT purification. 

 

Here is the key, under the new covenant the impurity of our hearts is sprinkled clean with Christ’s blood 

which leads to a clean conscience (9:14).  See also 1 Peter 3:21, Eph.  5:25 

 

A clean conscience enables us to draw near to God.  

 

On what basis do you draw near?  Hopefully not your works of righteousness.  

What keeps you from drawing near?  Hopefully not your works of unrighteousness.  

 

 Because we have a clean conscience through the gospel, we must confidentially draw near to God.  This 

is a command, not a suggestion.   

 

 Application:  

 

 How do we draw near?  Again, through the ordinary means of grace.  

 

 Bible reading, prayer, fasting, church attendance, fellowship, etc…  

 

 Let me talk about bible reading and prayer for a moment….   

 

 You need a plan.  



 You need some accountability.  

 You need lots of grace.   

  

Why don’t we draw near?  We lack faith.  Or to say it another way, we always do the things we think 

will make us most happy and we don’t really believe that intimacy with God will make us happy.  

 

The gospel motivates us to draw near…  

 

 The gospel motivates us to hold fast!   

  

Hebrews 10:23 (ESV) — 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 

promised is faithful.  

Illustration:  

 

Not long ago, Professional rock climber Alex Honnold attempted what many people thought was 

impossible.  If not impossible, very foolish.  He set out to climb the famed El Capitan's 900-metre vertical rock 

face at Yosemite National Park. 

 

A few people have climbed this rock wall.  But they all used ropes. Alex wanted to make this climb 

without ropes.  This is called a “free solo” climb.  That means that if he loses his footing or his grasp on a rock, 

he will fall over 2,000 feet to his death.    

 

Show image (one image said, climb perfect or die)  

 

He did it… let’s pretend that you attempted to free solo El Cap in Yosemite.  Let’s pretend that you 

were 2,000 feet above the forest floor.  Let’s pretend that you were holding on to a rock ledge two feet above 

your head?  How firmly do you think you would you hold on to the rocks above you?   

 

You would hold fast with every single muscle, tendon, and ligament in your hand.      

 

Application:   

 

In a similar sense the author of Hebrews is encouraging us to hold fast to our confession of hope, 

without wavering 

Hebrews 10:23 (ESV) — 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 

promised is faithful.  

The word for confession literally means a set of beliefs (see 3:1, 10:23). We must hold fast to these 

beliefs no matter what.  Even if it means persecution.  

It is relatively easy to hold fast our confession when it costs very little to follow Christ.  But when things 

get tough, when the heat intensifies, when your boss mocks you, when your spouse ridicules you, when your 

non-Christian friends stop talking to you, when Muslims blow up your church, you will be tempted to loosen 

your grip on Jesus.  

 

This was a real temptation for the first audience.  

 

 Hebrews 10:32–34 (ESV) — 32 But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you 

endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and 

sometimes being partners with those so treated. 34 For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully 



accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an 

abiding one.  

 Are we willing to hold fast our confession even though it may cost us our jobs, our friends or our 

families?    

In the early church, when Christians refused to say, “Caesar is Lord” they were swiftly put to death.  

 

Are we willing to save Jesus is lord at the office, over the fence, or at the athletic club?   

 How do we hold fast?   

 

 It is somewhat different for all of us…  (what do I do when I doubt?)   

 

 How else do we hold fast???  With the help of others. This brings us to the next two verses.    

 

 The gospel motivates us to draw near.  

 The gospel motivates us to hold fast.  

 

 The gospel motivates us to encourage others! 

Hebrews 10:24–25 (ESV) — 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 

25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you 

see the Day drawing near.  

The phrase “stir up” is a strong verb in the Greek.  It means to intentionally prod or poke. We are to 

carefully consider how to prod or provoke the saints to love and good works.   

 

This means that we must take a lively interest in the lives of others, not to judge them or harass them, 

but to spur them on.  

 

This means that we must frequently and carefully consider if so and so is doubting, being tempted, 

discouraged, sad, lonely, feeling rejected, broke or something worse. This is hard when we are so preoccupied 

with self, isn’t it?   

 

Let me get very specific. When was the last time you or I encouraged another Christian with specific 

words or actions?  Was it a week ago, a year ago, ten years ago?  

 

Motivated by God’s love for us, we must encourage others to continue in the faith.  

 

If we don’t encourage each other we will not make it.  

 

Illustration:  

“On March 10, 1904, the great escape artist Houdini was challenged by a London paper. The paper 

dared him to escape from a complex form of handcuffs with six locks on each cuff and nine tumblers on each 

lock.  The performer took the challenge with thousands gathered at the London Hippodrome to see if he could 

escape these new bonds.  Having been handcuffed securely, Houdini ducked down into a box to struggle out of 

sight of the crowd.  

After about twenty minutes the entertainer popped up of the box; the gathering roared their approval but 

suddenly quieted as they realized the cuffs were still in place.  Houdini smiled, asked for more light, and went 

back into the box.  



Fifteen minutes passed, and once again the escape artist appeared.  Again, the crowd cheered 

enthusiastically. Houdini smiled, saying that he just needed to flex his knees. Down he went.  

After about twenty minutes he came up again, taking a pocketknife form his vest and holding it in his 

teeth Houdini slashed his coat to ribbons, freeing himself of the hot and heavy garment, and then jumped back 

into the box.  The crowd cheered him on.  

This time he only stayed in the box for ten minutes and then emerged a free man holding the cuffs in his 

hands.  The crowd gave an extended ovation for the master of escape.  Later a reporter asked Houdini why he 

kept popping up out of the box when he was not yet free. He replied that he needed to hear the encouragement 

of the crowd.”  (Guthrie, 147)   

 

 Isn’t this what we all need.  We need to hear the encouragement of the saints.   

 

 We get discouraged by sin, discouraged by our culture, discouraged by physical illness, discouraged by 

relational challenges, discouraged by depression, discouraged by loneliness, discouraged by fruitlessness, and 

discouraged by 1,000 other things.  

 

 We need to get out of the box of isolation every once and a while and receive encouragement from the 

saints.  

But where and when do we encourage one another? When the church gathers corporately. Let’s keep 

reading…    

Hebrews 10:24–25 (ESV) — 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 

25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you 

see the Day drawing near.  

Mutual encouragement cannot occur unless we gather together.  This is why the author of Hebrews 

commands us to “not neglect meeting together, as is the habit of some…”   

 

When the original audience read these words, they would have instantly applied them to the Lord’s day, 

that is their Sunday gathering.  

 

The application is pretty straight forward.     

 

Application:  

 

 We must not neglect coming together on the Lord’s day with the body of Christ…  

 

“it is impossible to be a good Christian while voluntarily absenting oneself from the assembled church. 

The author of Hebrews is pleading with his people not to make such a mistake, because he knows they would 

not survive. And neither would we.” (K. Hughes)  

 

 If there is one text ignored by American Evangelicals, it is this one…  

 

 We miss church all the time for all kinds of reasons…  

  

 Some of them are valid, most of them are not…  

 

 The author of Hebrews, inspired by the Holy Spirit says to all of us this morning…  

 

 “do not neglect meeting together, as is the habit of some.”    

 



 Objection! You are being legalistic!!!  

 

By saying that Christians need to be in church most Sundays is not legalism it is obedience.  

 

 Our problem in relation to this issue is not legalism it is license.  

 

It is ok to miss a few times a year…  when on vacation or sick!!!   BSA and Tennis…  

 

Church is more important than your child’s sports!!!    

 

 We need to be at church so that we can be encouraged, so that we can persevere.   

 

 If you have missed church a bunch recently, there is grace for you.  Ask God to help you renew your 

commitment to obey this command.   

 

 He will forgive you and he will empower you.  

Here is the author’s biggest concern.  When we miss church, it is easier to miss more church, which 

makes it easy to slowly drift away from the faith all together.  This is often how apostasy happens. It is a very 

slow drift away from the people of God over a long period of time.  

 

Meeting together helps us encourage one another which helps us finish the race.  

 

 Conclusion:  

 

 Let’s go back to where we started…  

 

 What motivates you to do the things you do?  

 

 The gospel of Jesus Christ is not only incredibly good news about the forgiveness of sins and access to 

God’s very presence.  

 

The gospel of Jesus Christ is also the engine that motivates the Christian life.  That is why we constantly 

say that the gospel is not just for non-believers, it is also for believers.  

 

 When we really understand what Christ has done for us in the gospel.  

 We are motivated to draw near to him.  

 We are motivated to never let go of him.  

 We are motivated to encourage others to keep following him.   

 

 Lets pray…  

 

  

 


