
Hebrews 10-32-39 

Past faith, future faith!  

 

Sermon introduction:  

 

 Joshua Bell started playing the violin when he was four years old. At age 14, he played with the 

Philadelphia orchestra. By age, he 17 he debuted at Carnegie hall.   

 

 He has recorded over 40 albums, played with all the world’s major symphony’s, and won countless 

awards. He currently plays a 300-year old Stradivarius violin that is worth over $15-20 million dollars.  

 

 He is considered one of the greatest living violinists.   

 

 I would be willing to bet that there were times when he did not want to practice his violin, especially 

when he was 7 or 8 years old.  There were probably even times when he wanted to quit.   

 

 I bet that when this happened, his parents sat him down and talked about his past and his future.   

 

 They probably said, “Josh, you have come so far in the last 2-3 years. You have worked hard.  You have 

talent, you are very good. Keep it up, don’t quit. If you keep at it, you will be very good in the future.”  

 

 This is similar what the author of Hebrews does in 10:32-39.    

 

 The original audience wants to quit.  They are not thinking about their past or their future.  All they can 

think about is the now, and how hard it is.   

 

 He says to them, “let’s talk about the past. In the past your faith allowed you to do great things. This 

proves to me that you have the faith to keep going in the future. Don’t give up, don’t quit, keep at and you will 

be rewarded.”    

 

 Do you ever feel like you want to quit?  Sometimes, it is hard to follow Jesus.   

 

In these moments we need to think about the past and think about the future.   

  

Two points this morning….  

 

Past Faith 

Future Faith  

 

First, past faith!  

 

(Hebrews 10:32-34)  

 

 What happened in the original audience’s past?  Several things…  

  

Their faith produced conversion! 

Hebrews 10:32 (ESV) — 32 But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured 

a hard struggle with sufferings,  

 

“The former days, after you were enlightened,” refers to their lives right after conversion.  

 



Before conversion, we are shrouded in deep spiritual darkness. Our sins blind us to the light of the glory 

of God in Christ. Then the Holy Spirit shines a divine and supernatural light into our souls, causing us to see 

Jesus as all together lovely, more lovely than our sins. At this point we turn from sin and cast ourselves on his 

grace and mercy.  

 

Illustration: Have you ever had the unpleasant experience of walking into a child’s dark room with bare 

feet in the middle of the night and stepping on a lego? It is like stepping on a scorpion.  Why did you step on the 

Lego? It was dark…  this was what life was like before conversion. We groped around in the darkness spiritual 

speaking and stepping into sin.  

 

When you turn on the lights you can see everything.  Jesus turned on the lights in our souls when we 

were converted.   

 

This is an act of faith, and it is a response to the glorious and supernatural work of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Thinking back to our conversions, and the days that followed, is meant to rekindle in us a passion to 

follow Jesus.  

 

Do you remember those early days?  The days right after your conversion?  The love, joy, and peace you 

experienced?   

 

Their faith produced conversion!  

 Their faith produced endurance!   

 Hebrews 10:32–33 (ESV) — 32 But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you 

endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and 

sometimes being partners with those so treated.   

 

After they were converted, our text says that they “endured a hard struggle with sufferings.”  

 

According to verse 33, this included being “publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes 

being partners with those so treated.”   

 

This is probably a reference to the persecution experienced under the Roman Emperor Claudius in A.D. 

49.  

The word for hard struggle in verse 32b is the word athlesis. It was often used to describe rigorous 

athletic contests.  

 

Their endurance in the midst of persecution was exhausting. How exhausting? It was like participating 

in a vigorous athletic event (think about running a marathon, swimming a few miles, or lifting weights for a 

couple of hours)  

 

How did they endure persecution? Faith.   

 

When we really believe that God is with us, that God is for us, and that God is working all things for 

good we can endure many things.  

  

Illustration:  

  

One author writes,  

 



“Hugh Latimer, (was one of) the great English Reformers. On one notable occasion Latimer preached 

before Henry VIII and offended Henry with his boldness. So Latimer was commanded to preach the following 

weekend and make an apology. On that following Sunday, after reading the text, he addressed himself as he 

began to preach:  

 

“Hugh Latimer, do you know before whom you must speak this day? To the high and mighty monarch, 

the king's most excellent majesty, who can take away your life if you offend him; therefore, take heed that you 

speak not a word that may displease; but then consider well, Hugh, do you not know from where you come; 

upon whose message you are sent? Even by the great and mighty God! who is all-present, and who beholds all 

your ways, and who is able to cast your soul into hell! Therefore, take care that you deliver your message 

faithfully.” 

 

He then gave Henry the same sermon he had preached the week before – with twice the zeal! Eventually 

he was put to death by king Henry the VIII.” (K. Hughes)  

 

What enabled Latimer to endure? Faith!!!  

 

What will allow you to endure mockery, insult, and hardship for Christ? Faith!!!  

  

Their faith produced conversion.  

Their faith produced endurance.  

 Their faith produced compassion!   

 Hebrews 10:34 (ESV) — 34 For you had compassion on those in prison...  

 Some of the early converts to Christianity ended up in prison because they were Christians. The saints 

had compassion on them. As a result, they helped them.  How? In some of today’s prisons the prisoners get 

three square meals a day, a workout room, clothes, and cable television.  

 

 In the first century, the only things prisoners could count on were disease and rats. If they wanted to stay 

alive their friends had to bring them food and clothing. If they had no friends, they would die of starvation.  

 

 Imagine standing outside the walls of a 1st century prison, knowing that your friends are in the prison 

because they are Christians. Now imagine walking into the prison with food and clothing in your backpack. I’m 

sure you would be tempted to think, “what if the guards find out that I’m also a Christian? Are they going to 

make me join my friend in his or her cell?” Taking food and clothing to your friends would put you in grave 

danger!  

 

 But this is exactly what these Christians did.  Why? Their faith produced compassion.  Compassion 

literally means to suffer with. They were willing to suffer with their friends, because they believed that Jesus 

had suffered for them.  

Their faith produced conversion.  

Their faith produced endurance.  

Their faith produced compassion. 

 Their faith produced joy! 

Hebrews 10:34 (ESV) — 34 For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the 

plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one.  



 This is an amazing verse.  

 

 I don’t know about you, but I like my stuff, probably too much. In general American’s love their stuff.  

They love stuff so much that they refuse to throw it away. Which is why America is the only country in the 

history of the world with a multibillion-dollar storage industry.  We can’t build storage units fast enough.  

 

 These Christians from the first century had their personally property destroyed because they followed 

Jesus.  

 

What amazes me is how they responded!  Our text says that, “they joyfully accepted the plundering of 

their property” 

 

How? According to our text, “They knew that they had better possessions waiting for them in heaven.”    

   
What specifically is the better abiding possession that causes such joy?  According to the book of 

Hebrews it is an eternal city!!!  

 Hebrews 11:10 (ESV) — 10 For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose 

designer and builder is God.  

Hebrews 11:15–16 (ESV) — 15 If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, 

they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.   

 This city will be a perfect city since it is built by God (Hebrews 11:10)  

 This city will be uncorrupted and undefiled by sin and Satan (Hebrews 11:16)  

 This city will last forever (Hebrews 13:14)  

 This city will be lit be the glory of God.  

 This city represents the entire universe under God’s lordship.  

 

 See also Revelation 7:16-17  

 

In this present life; large cities are defined by violence, crime, and corruption.  

 

 But the eternal heavenly city will be the place where God’s glory shines the brightest.  

 

 It will be populated by perfect people in glorified bodies from every culture on earth preoccupied with a 

passion to glorify God in every aspect of their lives.  

 

The original audience really believed this. Therefore, they rejoiced when their earthly goods were 

plundered, since they believed that they had something much better in their future.  

  

Illustration:  

  

 Imagine living in a run-down single wide trailer that was built in 1973. There are holes in the walls. The 

windows are broken. There is moss on the roof.  The carpet smells, the paint is fading, etc…  

 

 Now imagine that Jeff Bezzos, the founder of Microsoft, just adopted you. He is worth over 100 billion 

dollars. Recently he promised to give you his 350-million-dollar estate in Hawaii. 

 



 It sits on a cliff above a white Sandy beach dotted with palm trees. It has a golf course, three pools, a 

hard tennis court, a clay tennis court, and a grass tennis court.  It also has a 10-car garage filled with exotic 

sports cars. Plus, the whole thing comes with a world class chef and wait staff.  

 

 The views, the architecture, and the amenities take your breath away.  

 

 This is the context…  now imagine that last week someone burned down your single wide. How would 

you feel?   

 

 Probably, the same way the first century Christians felt. They lost their stuff, but they know that soon 

they would inherit something far grander, an eternal city.  

 

 This filled them with supernatural joy.    

Their faith produced conversion.  

Their faith produced endurance.  

Their faith produced compassion. 

Their faith produced joy. 

 Application:   

 

Do you remember that scene in the first Incredibles movie?  The one where Mr. Incredible is being 

recruited early on in the movie to work for Syndrome?  Mr. incredible used to be the world’s most famous and 

well-respected superhero. He saved cats, he stopped catastrophes, he put bad guys behind bars, and he saved 

lives. Now he is now middle-aged, overweight, and depressed.  

 

The recruiter says to him, “Mr. Incredible, you can still do great things.”  

 

This is similar to what the author of Hebrews says.   

 

He sees the past faith of his original audience and he says to them. Don’t quit, don’t give up, I have seen 

your faith. You can still do great things, you can persevere, if you keep believing.   

 

The author is saying to us,  

 

 Do you remember what it was like when you first became a Christian?  

 

 Do you remember how you used to love corporate worship, love reading your Bible, love going to home 

group, love praying, love evangelizing your friends, and love holiness…  

 

 Do you remember how you battled cancer trusting God?  

 Do you remember how you told your friends about Jesus?  

 Do your remember giving all that money away?  

 Etc…  

 

 You can still do those things by faith.  That faith that once dwelled in you, still dwells in you.   

 

 That is what we learn from their past…  what about their future???  This brings us to the second main 

point.  

 

 First, past faith!  

 



Second, future faith!  

  

(Hebrews 10:35-39)  

  

 Here is the basic argument so far.  If you believed in the past, you can believe in the future!  But why 

should we keep believing in the future?  The author gives a few reasons…   

 

 Why should you keep believing?  You will be rewarded!  

 

 Hebrews 10:35–36 (ESV) — 35 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great 

reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what 

is promised.  

 

 The word “therefore” is a key word indicating a transition.   

 

With this transition, the author says, in light of your former faith; which produced endurance, 

compassion, and joy, don’t throw away your confidence.   

 

 But what is their confidence?  Their confidence is not in themselves; their confidence is in Jesus Christ 

and his shed blood (10:19).  

 

 The author says, in light of your former faith, keep believing in the future, keep putting all of your 

confidence in Jesus Christ as you move forward.  

 

 If you do, you will be rewarded.   

 

 Verses 35-36 refer to a reward and a promise.  What is the reward? What is promised?  

 

 Many things-  

  

The eternal city, which we just talked about.    

 The full and final forgiveness of sins!  

 The resurrection of the body (Heb. 11:35, 6:2)  

 Eternal rest for the soul (3:11, 18; 4:1, 3,5, 8-11)   

 And many other things.  

  

 The author is simply saying, keep believing the gospel of Jesus Christ, and you will be rewarded.   

 

 Illustration:  

 

 Why do Olympic athletes work so hard?  They really believe that they will be rewarded. Or they at least 

have a good chance of being rewarded.   

 

 Why did kids go to college and work hard? Because they believe that they will receive a bachelor’s 

degree.  

 

Why do people work really hard to get PhD’s? Because they believe that they will be rewarded with an 

advanced degree.    

 

 Why do we work for our employers, because we believe that they will pay us!  

   

 



 Guys that don’t finish their dissertation stop believing it is worth it…   

 Boys that don’t become Eagle scouts stop believing it is worth it…  

 

 Application:  

   

Do we believe what we believe?   

If we do, we will keep believing!!!  

That belief will result in eternal rewards.  

 

 Why should you keep believing? You will be rewarded!  

 

 Why else should you keep believing? Your life is short!  

 Hebrews 10:37–38 (ESV) — 37 For, “Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will not 

delay; 38 but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.”  

 The phrase “a little while” more than likely comes from Isa. 26:20. In the book of Isaiah, Israel is 

experiencing tons of adversity, mainly caused by their sinful rebellion against God.  Isaiah promises them to 

hang in there because, in a little while, God will judge their enemies. In other words, there rescue is coming 

very soon.   

 

 In a similar sense our lives may be challenging. Our lives may be filled with adversity, but in a little 

while we will be rescued.  

 

 Our rescue may come in the form of leaving this world behind at death. Or our rescue may come in the 

form of Christ returning.  

 

 But whether we live 80 more years or 8 more hours it is “a little while” in light of eternity.   

 

 Application:     

 

 Hang in there, just believe a little bit longer, soon faith will be sight.  

 

 Right now, sight is the great enemy of faith!!!  We believe what we can see with our eyes and currently 

we can’t see heaven!  

 

 Why should you keep believing? Your life will be rewarded!  

 

 Why else should you keep believing? Your life is short!  

 

 Why else should you keep believing? Your perseverance depends on it!  

 Hebrews 10:38–39 (ESV) — 38 but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my 

soul has no pleasure in him.” 39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who 

have faith and preserve their souls.  

 In these verses, the author of Hebrews quotes from the OT book of Habakkuk (2:4).   

 

 In Habakkuk the original audience kept complaining about injustice and suffering. Habakkuk 

encourages them to, live by faith not by sight. 

 

 He specifically says, “my righteous one shall live by faith.” 



 

 When talking about the doctrine of justification by faith alone, the apostle Paul quotes this same verse 

twice (Rom. 1:17, Gal. 3:11) 

 Romans 1:16–17 (ESV) — 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God 

is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”  

 Galatians 3:11 (ESV) — 11 Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The 

righteous shall live by faith.”  

 What is the point?  

 

We are not only justified by faith alone, we live the entire Christian life by faith.    

 

Kent Hughes writes,  

 

“Faith is everything. Paul quotes Habakkuk 2:4 in Romans 1:17 to explain that salvation is totally by 

faith… Here in Hebrews the writer quotes Habakkuk 2:4 to stress that the whole Christian life is to be lived by 

faith. It is sola fide, both for salvation and Christian living.” 

 

 Application:  

 

 What is the fundamental activity of the Christian?    

 

 Is the fundamental activity of the Christian attending church, Bible reading, prayer, righteous living, or 

avoiding godless activities?  No…  these things are all important, but they are not fundamental.  

 

 The fundamental activity of the Christian is faith.  

 

 It is faith that justifies us.  

 It is faith that sanctifies us.  

 It is faith that preservers us until the end.  

 

 Faith is the engine that drives everything in the Christian life.   

 

 What exactly is faith? We will spend all of chapter 11 on this vital topic.  So come back…  

 

 We must continue to believe the promises of God.  If we really believe that God rewards the faithful and 

disciplines the unfaithful, we will persevere.  

 

 Unfortunately, we all struggle to believe what we believe.  

 

 We need to ask God to help us…  

   

 Conclusion:  

  

 We looked at two things; past faith and future faith.  

 

 The original audience forget the past and they were not looking forward to the future, they were stuck in 

the now.  

 



Football season is finally here. Which means that today roughly a few dozen coaches will give halftime 

speeches.   

 

They often go like this, “The first quarter was great, the second quarter was not so great, but I’m 

confident that you can win because of how you played in the first quarter…, let’s go out there in the second half 

and play like we played in the first quarter.”  

 

The author of Hebrews is saying, “your past faith was amazing, it caused you to do great things, because 

of your past faith, I’m confident that you will keep believing in the future, but you need to keep believing.”  

 

Faith is the engine that drives the Christian life. Lets pray together.  

 

   

 


