
Hebrews 2-10-18 

 

 Sermon introduction:  

 

 Today is March 10th.   

 

 This means that we have to wait nine months for Christmas.    

 

I’m always sad when Christmas is over.  Aren’t you?  This year I played my Christmas music into 

February.  I had a hard time letting go.    

 

Some people don’t let go, because they can’t let go.  In malls across America you can usually find that 

store that only sells Christmas stuff year-round.   

 

It is not bad to hold onto Christmas as long as possible, since Christmas is the season to celebrate one of 

the greatest miracles in the universe.   

 

Christmas is the time that to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.  In other words, it is the time to celebrate 

the miracle of God becoming man.   

 

 This brings up a critical question.  Why did God become man?  The answer to this question is more 

complex and glorious than you think.   

 

This brings us to our text.     

 

Let me provide some context…    

 

 In Hebrews 1:5-2:9 we learn that Jesus is greater than the angels for several reasons.    

 

 In 2:10-19 we are given another reason.  Jesus is greater than the angels because he became man!!!  

 

Wait a minute?  He is superior to the angels because he became man?  How does becoming a man make 

him superior to the angels?  Doesn’t this make him inferior to the angels?  This leads back to our question.  The 

question of Christmas.    

 

 Why did Jesus Christ become a man?   There are many reasons, our text lists four…    

 

 

First, Jesus became man to bring many sons to glory.      

 

 Hebrews 2:10 (ESV) — 10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in 

bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.  

  

 This is a complex verse that could occupy us for weeks.  Let’s look at verse 10 phrase by phrase. 

 

 “For it was fitting that he (God the father), for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many 

sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation (Jesus) perfect through suffering.”  

 

 Paraphrase…  it was fitting for God the father to save the world through the suffering of Jesus.   

 

 It was fitting…    



 

Why was this fitting?  In other words, why was it good and right for God to bring many sons to glory 

through the suffering of his son?  God can only act according to his character.  God is loving and just.  When he 

saves sinners, he must remain loving and just. The only way for him to save sinners while remaining loving and 

just was through the suffering of his son on the cross.  On the cross, God’s love and his justice were perfectly 

satisfied.  There was no other way.   That is why it was fitting.     

 

 Perfect through suffering…  

 

Does this imply that Jesus was imperfect?  No.  Three times in Hebrews we are told that Jesus was 

sinless (4:15-16, 9:14, 7:24).  So, what does it mean that Jesus was “made perfect through suffering”?  Before 

the incarnation Jesus did not suffer.  This raised a question?  Would Jesus remain sinless in the midst of 

suffering?  The NT answers with a resounding yes.  He passed the test.  His obedience was perfect even in the 

midst of intense suffering.  This is what perfected through suffering means (see Hebrews 5:8-9).   

 

Back to the purpose of the incarnation.    

 

 “…in bringing many sons to glory, (God the father) should make the founder of their salvation (Jesus) 

perfect through suffering.”  

 

 Jesus became man to bring many sons to glory.  How?  Verse 10 tells us that Jesus is the founder of our 

salvation.  The Greek word for founder in verse 10 means captain, trailblazer, champion, or pioneer.   

 

Jesus was our trailblazer and pioneer.  When he became a man, died on the cross, and rose from the 

grave was blazing a trail to glory for us.    

 

Illustration:   

 

On May 14th, 1804 Merriweather Lewis and William Clark set out with the corps of discovery to blaze a 

trail to the West coast.  They were told to make maps, record the wildlife, meet the natives, and most 

importantly blaze a trail to the Pacific Ocean.  They left St. Louis Missouri with a small band of handpicked 

men.  

 

It was in incredibly daunting task.  They were a small group.  They had limited supplies.  The trip turned 

out to be way harder than expected.  It took over two years.   

 

They stared danger in the face many times.  

 

Danger from the elements.  

Danger from the Animals.  

Danger from disease…   

 

They were traumatized by armies of mosquitos, cold, snakes, venereal disease, violent natives, and a 

thousand other things.    

 

Last summer a group of us followed their path down the Missouri River in Montana for 130 miles.  It 

was hard.  Here is the catch, we floated downstream, heading east.  Initially, the corps of discovery floated 

upstream, heading West.   A few times we tried to row up stream.  It was nearly impossible.  After 20 minutes 

of back breaking labor we had moved about 30 yards.  The corps of discovery did this for hundreds of miles.  

 

But that was not the worst part.  The worst part was crossing the Rocky Mountains on foot. Read 

Ambrose’s Undaunted Courage for the details.    



 

It was an incredible feat.   

 

Their trailblazing efforts opened up the west for America.  Eventually millions would follow their path.   

 

Jesus was the founder (trailblazer) of our salvation.   

 

He is the great pioneer.   

 

He blazed a trail by becoming a man.    

 

Since he suffered as a man on the cross, he will lead many sons to glory.   

 

Application:   

 

In context, the glory is the glory of inheriting salvation (1:14) and ruling over the new creation in 

fulfillment of Psalm 8 quoted in Hebrews 2:5-8.   

 

 Psalm 8 will come to pass!  We will rule the universe alongside our older brother Jesus Christ, our great 

pioneer and champion in our glorified bodies.  This day is coming. Christ’s resurrection ensures it.   

 

 He will bring many sons into glory.   Are you on that path?   

 

 See Romans 8:15-17 and 2 Cor. 4:17  

 

 First, Jesus became man to bring many sons to glory!  

 

Second, Jesus became man to identify with us.  

 

Hebrews 2:11–13 (ESV) — 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. 

That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers,  

 

He who sanctifies (Jesus) and those who are sanctified (Christians) all have one source (literally ‘are all 

from one’).  The “one source” is probably a reference to God the father.  In other words, Jesus Christ and 

Christians have the same father.  This explains why adoption is alluded to several times in chapter 2.   

 

Since Jesus and Christians have one source (one father), Jesus is not ashamed to call us his brothers.  

This is amazing, he so closely identifies with you, Christian, that he is not ashamed to calls you his brother or 

sister.  

  

To drive this point home the author of Hebrews quotes from the OT.  

 

12 saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing your 

praise.”  

 

This quote is from Psalm 22:22. Psalm 22 is a psalm about the sufferings of Jesus.  The first 21 verses of 

psalm 22 describe Christ’s suffering.  After his suffering, Jesus, will boast of us, his siblings to all those who 

trust him.  He is identifying with us.   

 

13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given me.”  

 



In verse 13 the author quotes from Isa. 8:17-18 (the LXX version of the OT) to further prove that the son 

is not ashamed to identify with us.   

 

The immediate context of Isa. 8:17-18 is about Isaiah and his sons but ultimately it is about Jesus.  

Isaiah identifies himself with the people of God and Jesus identifies himself with the children of God.    

  

Here is the point.  When Jesus became man, he so identified with us that he is not ashamed to call us his 

brothers and sisters.    

 

Illustration:   

 

Do you remember being a kid and being ashamed to identify with your parents, your younger brother, or 

your younger sister?  

 

Do you remember being a kid and being ashamed to identify with the kid at recess that no one else 

wanted to identify with? 

 

There is a scene in the first Incredibles were Mr. Incredible is about to stop bombvoyage.  But then 

incrediBoy shows up to help.  To escape, Bombvoyage throws a bomb on Incrediboy…  things go from bad to 

worse.  Now Mr. Incredible has to ignore Bombvoyage to save incrediBoy.  In the process of saving incrediboy 

Mr. Incredible blows up a train track and Bombvoyage gets away.   It is all incrediBoy’s fault.  IncrediBoy 

nearly ruins everything.  At the end of this scene Mr. Incredible points at incrediBoy and yells, “You are not 

affiliated with me.”  

 

We probably feel like incrediboy often…  we make a mess of things and we think that Jesus does not 

want to identify with us.   

 

Application:  

 

 You would think that our sin, guilt, and brokenness would cause Jesus to be ashamed to identify with us.  

Not so!!!  Jesus became a man, and died, on the cross so that he could identify with us.  

 

Even when we sin, he still identifies with us.   

 

 He is the perfect older brother who stands up for us, protect us, and make sure that we are well cared for.   

He not only stands up for us, he is proud to identify with us, with  you.   

  

 Jesus is not ashamed to identify with us.  Are we ashamed to identify with him?  (See 11:24-26, 13:13)  

 

 Jesus does more than identify with us, he delivers us…  this brings us to the next point.  

 

 First, Jesus became man to bring many sons to glory.  

 Second, Jesus became man to identify with us.   

 

Third, Jesus became man to deliver us from fear of death!    

 

 He delivers us from the fear of death in two steps…  

 

 Step one- Jesus takes on flesh. (14a)    



 Hebrews 2:14 (ESV) — 14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 

partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 

devil,  

 Jesus partook of the same things…  what things?  Our flesh and blood.  He was truly human.  He had 

hair, eyes, freckles, toe nails, a brain, bones, hair, and a real liver.     

 

 He had his diapers changed when he was 8 months old.  

 He learned how to walk when he was 12 months old.    

He probably had night mares when he was 5.  

    

 The neighbor kids probably stole his toys.  

 He had to be called in for dinner by his mother after playing in the street with his friends all day.  

 

 His voice cracked when he was 13.   

 He may have been tone deaf or uncoordinated.   

 

 During the winter months he got cold.  

 In the spring he probably got mosquito bites and hay fever.  

 During the summer months he had to fight off body order and sunburn.  

 

 For 33 years he experienced everything you and I experience.  All of our hopes, dreams, and sorrows.   

He knew what it was like to be lied to, get sick, and be snubbed by his friends.  

 

 Jesus took on real flesh.  Jesus was fully human, yet he never sinned.  He was fully God and fully man, 

two distinct natures in one person.  This is a profound mystery.   

 

 He took on flesh to deliver us from the fear of death.  But he had to do something else.   

 

 Step one- Jesus took on flesh!    

 

 Step two- Jesus died in our place! (14b) 

 

 Hebrews 2:14 (ESV) — 14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 

partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 

devil,   

 

 When Jesus took on flesh he died in our place, which destroyed the devil, who had the power of death.   

 

 The devil’s power is a very limited power.  Ultimately, God controls life and death (Deut. 32:39, Matt. 

10:28; Rev. 1:18).  So, what is Satan’s power of death?  Satan is the author of sin (John 8:44) and the penalty 

for sin is death (Rom. 6:23).   When Satan convinces us to sin, we will die.  This is how he wields the power of 

death.     

 

Praise be to God, Christ intervened.  Christ died.  In his death he destroyed the one who has the power of 

death.  The word destroy is also translated nullify, neutralize, or deprive of power (Romans 3:3, 31; 4:14; Gal. 

5:4, 11).   

 

Jesus, through his death, neutralized Satan’s power over death.    

 

How?  When he died in our place, he paid the penalty for our sins.  This means that Satan can no longer 

enslave us with the fear of death.   



Hebrews 2:15–16 (ESV) — 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong 

slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 

 Illustration:  

 

 Author Somerset Maugham died in his famous Mediterranean villa in the 1960s.  He was worth 

millions.  His villa’s opulence was legendary.   

 

Before he died he boldly proclaimed that he did not believe in life after death.  As a result, he claimed to 

have no fear of death.  In his final book he wrote,  

 

 “I am drunk with the thought of death. It seems to offer me the final and absolute freedom.”  

 

 You would think that a man like this died in peace.  He did not!   

 

His nephew was present when he died.  He later wrote about it in the London Times.   

 

 Here is what he said,   

 

 “That evening, in the drawing room after dinner, Somerset… was staring towards the floor. His face was 

contorted with fear, and he was trembling violently. His face was ashen as he stared in horror ahead of him. 

Suddenly, he began to shriek. "Go away!" he cried. "I'm not ready. . . . I'm not dead yet. . . . I'm not dead yet, I 

tell you. . . ." His high-pitched terror-struck voice seemed to echo from wall to wall. I looked round, but the 

room was empty as before.”   

 

 When Somerset finally stared death in the face, he was terrified. All his bravado was gone.  If you are 

not a Christian, you too should be terrified of death.   

 

 After death is an eternity of judgment.   

   

Application:    

 

But if you have repented of your sins and you are trusting Jesus, you have nothing to fear.  Jesus has 

destroyed our fear of death.       

 

When we die, we will die forgiven sinners, which means we will be ushered into glory.  

 

 In the last page of CS Lewis’s book, The last Battle Lewis describes heaven…     

 

 “And for us this is the end of all the stories, and we can most truly say that they all lived happily ever 

after.  But for them it was only the beginning of the real story.  All their life in this world and all their 

adventures in Narnia had only been the cover and the title page: now at last they were beginning Chapter One of 

the Great Story, which no one on earth has read: which goes on forever: in which every chapter is better than 

the one before.” (Lewis, Last Battle)    

 

 First, Jesus became man to bring many sons to glory.  

Second, Jesus became man to identify with us.  

 Third, Jesus became man to deliver us from fear of death.  

   

Fourth, Jesus became man to serve as our priest.  

 

 What kind of priest is he?   



 

 He is a priest who propitiates.  

 

Hebrews 2:17 (ESV) — 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he 

might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the 

people.  

 

Jesus full humanity makes Jesus the perfect high priest.  In the OT a priest was someone who stood 

between God and man.  Jesus is the perfect priest because he represents God and man in one person.   This 

makes him a perfect merciful and faithful high priest.   

 

The priest was also the one who performed animal sacrifices year after year in the temple.   

 

According to verse 17, Jesus is the sacrifice.  In verse 17 Jesus is the perfect priest who makes 

propitiation for the sins of the people.  In other words, He placed himself on the altar of the cross.  He poured 

out his blood so that we could be forgiven.   

 

The word propitiation literally means that wrath has been exhausted. Jesus exhausted God’s wrath for 

us.  Yes, God is a God of wrath.  But he is also a god of love.  All those who trust Christ, will never face God’s 

wrath, since it was exhausted on the cross in Jesus.   

 

Application:  

 

If you are trusting Christ, it would be unjust for God not to forgive you.  

If you are trusting Christ, you will never ever experience God’s wrath.  

If you are not trusting Christ, you will experience something like the cross for all eternity.  

 

It gets even better…   

 

 He is not only a priest who propitiates.   

 

He is a priest who helps.   

 Hebrews 2:18 (ESV) — 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those 

who are being tempted.  

 Jesus became man.  As a result, he was tempted in every way we are, yet he never sinned.  According to 

verse 18, his temptations were so real that they caused him to suffer.   

 

 Satan threw everything at Jesus because he knew that if Jesus sinned once he would be unable to redeem 

humanity.   

 

 But Dave, Jesus was God.  Of course, he did not sin. Yes, he was fully God, but he was also fully man.  

His human nature was tempted, like ours is tempted and he fought them by the power of the HS.    

 

 Jesus knows what it is like to be tempted.  Therefore, he can help.   

 

 Illustration:  

 

When my son was diagnosed with brain cancer, we were very distressed.  Lots of people offered to help.  

And to them we are eternally grateful.   But many of them, could not relate to our predicament.  They did not 

know what it was like to have a child with cancer.  



 

Fortunately, for us, John and Stacy Kershinar could relate.  Like us, they have five boys and like us, one 

of their boys battled brain cancer.  They came to the hospital right away.  We relied on them to get us through.      

 

Since they had experienced what we experienced I knew they could help.  

 

Application:  

 

Jesus experienced your temptations…  maybe not the exact same temptation, but definitely the same 

category of temptation.  He knows what it is like.  He can help.  He has all the power of the universe at his 

disposal.  Ask him for help!   

 

When you are tempted to yell at your kids look to Jesus.  

When you are tempted to be anxious about your health…  

When you are tempted to fudge the numbers on your report… look to Jesus.  

When you are tempted to have one more drink…  

When you are tempted to lie on your taxes…   

 When you are tempted to view that website…   

 When you are tempted to drift away from the faith… look to Jesus.   

 

 Jesus became a man to help you when you are tempted.  But he is more than a man, he is God.  Since he 

is God he can help.      

    

Conclusion:  

 

 I’m already excited for next Christmas.  Christmas reminds us that Jesus became man.    

 

 Why did Jesus become man?  

 

 To bring many sons to glory.  

To identify with us.  

 To deliver us from fear of death.   

To serve as our priest.  

 

Jesus came for you.  But you must receive him!!!  

 

Lets pray…  

 


