
Hebrews 3-1-6 

Jesus is greater than Moses 

 

 

Introduction:  

 

Every culture has heroes, icons, and superstars.  1st century Jews were no different.   

 

They considered Moses the greatest man in Jewish history. (Hughes)   

 

Why was he so highly regarded?   

 

For starters, God used Moses to supernaturally deliver his people from the most powerful tyrant of the 

day.  Do you remember the story of the Exodus?   

 

Pharaoh was stubborn, he would not let the Israelites go.  So, God uses Moses to perform several mighty 

miracles to change Pharaoh’s heart.  

 

The Nile river was turned into blood 

There was a plague of frogs 

A Plague of Gnats  

A plague of Flies  

A deadly hail storm ruined almost everything.   

The day turned to night…    

Deadly boils tormented man and beast.  

Finally, the angel of death appeared, killing all the firstborn males in Egypt.  

 

Then…    

 

Moses used his staff to part the Red Sea. 

 

Then he went up on the mountain for 40 days and nights where God spoke to him face to face (Num. 

12;6-8).   

 

When he came down from the mountain, he brought the laws of God with him.   There was nothing 

more precious to a Jew than the law of God.   

 

Moses was also considered the greatest historian and theologian in Israel’s history since he wrote the 

first five books of the Hebrew bible.  

 

Some Jews even believed that Moses was superior to the Angels (Hughes).  

 

With this in mind, we can make sense of Hebrews 3:1-6.  

 

The author of Hebrews wrote the book of Hebrews to a young church in Rome.  Many members of this 

church had converted from Judaism.  When they converted to Christianity their lives got harder.  Some of them 

were wondering if they should go back to Moses.  In other words, they are wondering if they should go back to 

Judaism.  

 

Some of them conceded that Jesus was greater than the angels, but was he greater than Moses?  And if 

he was not greater than Moses, why should they keep following him?   

 



In light of this the author of Hebrews gives them some advice.  He says,  

 

When you are tempted to go back to Moses, consider Jesus.  

Hebrews 3:1 (ESV) — 1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, 

the apostle and high priest of our confession,  

You may not be tempted to go back to Moses, but some of you may be tempted to go back to your 

former way of life.  You may be tempted to go back to living for money, living for things, living for sex, living 

for work, living for drugs and alcohol, or living for the weekend.     

 

The author of Hebrews gives you similar advice.  

 

When tempted to go back to your old way of life, consider Jesus!!!    

 

But what does it mean to consider Jesus?   

 

The word consider is a compound word in the Greek.  It means to apply one’s mind diligently to 

something. (Hughes, 126) 

 To help us consider Jesus, Hebrews 3:1-6 encourages us to compares and contrasts Jesus with Moses.  

With that in mind we will ponder three things-  

 

 The comparison  

 The contrast  

 The conclusion    

First, the comparison.  

 

When we compare Moses and Jesus, we learn that they were both faithful to their callings.     

     

Jesus was a faithful to his calling!   

 

Hebrews 3:1–2 (ESV) — 1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider 

Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession, 2 who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses 

also was faithful in all God’s house.  

 

“Therefore” in other words, in light of the truths of the end of chapter 2...   

I want to focus on the word faithful in verse 2.  What was Jesus faithful to do?  He was faithful to do 

what his father sent him to do.  The word apostle in verse 1 means sent one.  Jesus was sent to earth by his 

heavenly father.  Our text highlights the fact that he was sent to be a high priest.   

 

We read about his faithful service as high priest at the end of chapter 2.   

Hebrews 2:17–18 (ESV) — 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that 

he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of 

the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being 

tempted.  



Jesus proved his faithfulness again and again by serving as our high priest.  Because he was a faithful 

high priest, he absorbed God’s wrath on our behalf (propitiation) and he can help us when we are tempted (last 

week’s sermon).   

 Not only was he a faithful high priest he was faithful in everything.  He earned a record of faithfulness 

that can be credited to us.   We need his record of faithfulness.  

 

 Illustration:   

 

God requires us to be faithful.  We are not faithful.   

 

One of my summer jobs in college was working on a golf course maintenance crew.  Every morning, I 

left my house on my bike at 4:30am to get to the golf course by 5am.  It was a 2.5 mile ride.  When I found out 

that one of my co-workers lived near my house, I asked him for a ride.  He said, “no problem.  I will swing by 

your house at 4:45am tomorrow morning.”  I said, “sounds awesome, I will be ready at 4:45am.”   

 

The following morning, I woke up late.  I heard my friend’s car in our driveway. I panicked!  I jumped 

out of bed and frantically threw on some clothes.  Then I sprinted down our stairs and ran into the kitchen and 

grabbed my lunch.  Then I sprinted towards the front door.  As I opened the door, I saw my friend’s taillights.  

He waited for a while and then he left without me.  It still hurts.  Why did he leave without me?  I was late!  I 

was unfaithful.  I told him that I would be ready by 4:45 and I was not.  I was punished for my unfaithfulness.  

 

God will punish all those who are unfaithful, unless they put their trust in the faithful one.   

 

 Jesus was faithful to his calling!  What about Moses?   

  

Moses was also faithful to his calling!    

 

 Hebrews 3:1–2 (ESV) — 1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider 

Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession, 2 who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses 

also was faithful in all God’s house.  

 

Jesus was faithful and Moses was faithful.  Our text says that Moses was faithful in God’s house.  God’s 

house is a reference to God’s people.  In other words, Moses was faithful to serve God’s people under the Old 

Covenant.   

The author of Hebrews compares Moses and Jesus.  They were both faithful to serve God.   

So….  Yes, there are similarities, but there are also significant differences.  This brings us to the second 

point.   

 First, the comparison.    

 

Second, the contrast.  

 

How are Jesus and Moses contrasted?    

 

Jesus is greater than Moses because he is the builder!  

Hebrews 3:3 (ESV) — 3 For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses—as much more 

glory as the builder of a house has more honor than the house itself.  



The author of Hebrews uses a construction metaphor to illustrate that Jesus is greater than Moses.  

 

Jesus is the builder of the house.  

Moses is in the house.   

 

Illustration:   

 

In the ancient world people believed that the architect and builder were greater than the building 

(Hughes). 

 

I have a friend who lives in PDX.  He was recently offered a teaching job in Moscow Idaho.  This means 

they are moving to Moscow.  A few weekends ago I walked through the house in Moscow they hope to buy.  

 

It is amazing house.  It sits on top of a hill overlooking Moscow.  It was a custom house built in the 

early part of the 20th century for a professor at the U of I.  It has incredible brick work, wood work, and glass 

work.  Most importantly it has an amazing library with 20-foot ceilings, massive windows, intricate wood work, 

built in book shelves, and massive wooden beams in the ceilings.  I’ve never seen anything like it.  

  

Later on, I found out why the house was so amazing.  It was designed by the same architect who 

designed St. John’s Cathedral on the south hill.  

 

The house was incredible, but it would not exist without an architect.  

 

The architect and builder are greater than the house.   

 

 Back to our text.   

 

Jesus is greater than Moses because he is the builder!   

 

What is the house that Jesus is building?  The house is the people of God.    

 

Over and over again the OT uses the word house to refer to a people.   

 

 Here is one example…  The prophet Nathan is speaking to David on behalf of God.  He says… 

 2 Samuel 7:11–13 (ESV) — 11 …And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD 

declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with 

your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his 

kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  

 (see also Gen. 12:15, 17; 50:22)  

 

The house that God is talking about is not a physical house but a people, a dynasty, built by David’s 

great, great, great grandson, Jesus!   

 

Yes, Moses is a great servant in the house hold of God.  But Jesus is much greater, under the New 

Covenant Jesus is building the house of God, which is the church of Jesus Christ.   

 

Listen to the words of the NT…  



1 Peter 2:4–5 (ESV) — 4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 

chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ….  

Houses are built for people to live in.  The church of Jesus Christ is being built for God’s presence to 

dwell in. Jesus is the architect, the cornerstone, and the builder of this house.  We, his people, are the stones in 

this magnificent structure.   

Ephesians 2:19–22 (ESV) — 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 

grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God 

by the Spirit.  

See John 14:17, 2 Cor. 6:16 is also very good.  

Application:   

Jesus is greater than Moses because he is building the people of God into a temple where God’s 

presence dwells.  Moses was merely a member of the house.  Jesus is building the house.  

And what a house it is!!!   

It is the place where God’s very presence dwells on earth.  Yes, God is everywhere present, but he 

manifests his presence in a unique way, by the power of the HS, when the church gathers.  He manifests his 

presence through the singing, the preaching, the sacraments, and the fellowship.   

The thing we need most, is to experience God’s presence!  God’s presence transforms, brings life, and 

satisfies our souls.   

This is why coming to church is so important!!!   Jump in with both feet.  Come every Sunday!!!  Don’t 

be like the average America church goer who comes 1-2 a month.   

This is what God is doing!!!  Jesus is building his church so that his God’s presence can dwell in his 

people.   

Nothing can stop Jesus from building his church!   

Matthew 16:18 (ESV) — 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 

the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  

One more thing.  Jesus is not just the builder of the house, he is God.  

 

Hebrews 3:4 (ESV) — 4 (For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.)  

 

The logic is simple, Jesus is the builder of the house, God is the builder of the house, therefore Jesus is 

God!!!  See also Heb. 1:1-2, 10.  

 

Jesus is greater than Moses because he is the builder! Why else is he greater?   

 

Jesus is greater than Moses because he is the son!  



Hebrews 3:5–6 (ESV) — 5 Now Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to the 

things that were to be spoken later, 6 but Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son.  

 

Moses was a faithful servant in God’s house, but Jesus is a son over God’s house.     

 We see the difference in the prepositions.  Moses is in the house, Jesus is over the house.   

 

 We see the difference in the titles.  Moses is a servant, Jesus is the son.  

 

 But we see the greatest difference Moses testimony…   

 

 How did Moses serve the house of God under the Old Covenant?  Our text highlights his role as prophet.   

We read that he “testified to the things that were to be spoken later,”   

 

 What things were to be spoken later?  The things that were to be spoken later were the things pertaining 

to Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:10-12).   Moses testified in the first five books of the Bible about Jesus.     

 

 Jesus confirmed this interpretation elsewhere.   

  Luke 24:27 (ESV) — 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all 

the Scriptures the things concerning himself.  

John 5:46 (ESV) — 46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me.   

 Application:   

 

 Moses was a great servant, but he was not the son.  As a matter of fact, he testified about the coming of 

the son!   

 

We see the testimony of the son of God all throughout the books of Moses (the first five books of the 

bible).  

 

For instance…  

 

The tabernacle testified to Jesus.  The tabernacle was the place where God met with man.  Jesus is the 

tabernacle, he is place where God meets with man (John 1:14).   

 

The animal sacrifices in the laws of Moses pointed us to Jesus Christ the perfect lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world.   

 

All of the priests in the laws of Moses point us to Jesus Christ the perfect priest who always intercedes 

for us.  

The Passover testified to Jesus.  Because of his shed blood the angel of death passes over us.  

 

The sabbath testified to Jesus.  In Jesus Christ, we find true rest for our souls.   

 

The year of Jubilee testified to Jesus.  During this year the slaves were released, and debts were 

forgiven.  Jesus delivers us from slavery and forgives our debts.   

 

The manna in the wilderness testified to Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is the bread of life that brings 

spiritual nourishment to all of humanity. (John 6:32-35)  

 



At the end of the books of Moses the Israelites waited for Joshua to lead them into the promised land.   

Jesus, the new Joshua, ushers us into the promise land (Heaven), through his life, death, and resurrection.  

 

 Moses is great.  But Jesus is greater.  He is the one and only son of God who fulfills the five books of 

Moses.    

 

Jesus is greater than Moses because he is the builder.  

Jesus is greater than Moses because he is the son.  

 

Jesus is infinitely greater than Moses.   

 

Illustration:   

 

Last weekend I took my boys to watch the EWU men’s tennis team compete against the university of 

Northern Colorado.   

 

One of my boys asked me, “Dad can the number 1 player for EWU go pro?”  I chuckled and said no… 

Then it got me thinking about how hard it is to play professional tennis.    

 

The top tennis player at Mead high school may or may not be able to make Whitworth’s team.  

But Whitworth would get crushed by Eastern.  

But Eastern would get crushed by GU.  

But GU would get crushed by UCLA or the university of Illinois.  

  

But the top player at UCLA may not make it on the semi pro satellite tour. 

 

Even if he breaks into the top 150 in the world, he would lose to the guy ranked 50th in the world, and 

that guy would lose to Roger Federer 6-0, 6-1.  

 

The difference between the kid at Mead and the Roger Federer is vast.  

 

 The difference between Jesus and Moses is far greater.  Jesus is God, Moses is a man.  

 

What does all this mean for us?  This brings us to the last point.  

 

First, the comparison.  

Second, the contrast.   

 

Third, the conclusion. 

 

 What is the conclusion of the matter?   Keep on considering Jesus!   

 

The author of Hebrews pleads with his original audience to not go back to Moses, since Jesus is so much 

greater.   

 

Here is the catch…  It is not enough to consider Jesus for an hour, or a day, or a month, or 35 years.  We 

need to keep on considering Jesus until the day we die.  This is made clear in 6b.    

 Hebrews 3:6 (ESV) — 6 but Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. And we are his house, if 

indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.   

 We are members of his house (i.e. Christians)…  If, if, if, if…   the key word is the word if.    



 

 If we do something.  What do we need to do?   

 

 If we continue to hold fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.   

 

 In other words, we must continue to place all of our confidence in the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  And 

we must continue to boast only in the cross of Jesus Christ.    

 

 This means that we must continually recognize that we can only approach God, only be forgiven, only 

experience relationship with God by looking to Jesus Christ who died in our place, shedding his blood.    

 

 We must continue considering Jesus if we want to be counted as a member of God’s people!    

 

We read the same thing later in Hebrews-   

 Hebrews 3:14 (ESV) — 14 For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original 

confidence firm to the end.  

 Hebrews 10:23 (ESV) — 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 

promised is faithful. 

 We have to keep on believing…   

 

What about once saved always saved?  Yes, I believe in that glorious doctrine.  But the people that are 

truly saved keep on believing.   

 

These warnings are a means of grace that God uses to help the true saints persevere.   

 

 A true believer may wander for a season, but if someone is genuinely saved, they will keep believing.   

 

 These warnings are in Hebrews to help the saints keep on believing.  They don’t destroy assurance, they 

strengthen assurance.  What do I mean?  When we head these warnings, and keep on believing, it assures us that 

we are God’s children.   

 

 Don’t stop believing.  Don’t stop considering Jesus.   

 

 We have looked at three things-  

 

 The comparison 

 The contrast  

 The conclusion (keep considering Jesus)   

 

 Conclusion:   

  

 When you are tempted to go back to your old way of life, you must consider Jesus.  

 

 He is not only superior to Moses, he is superior to everything.  

 

 Nothing is worth trading Jesus for.  

 

 He is better than your old life!  

 He is better than all the money in the world!  



 He is better than all the fame in the world!  

 He is better than all the pleasure in the world!  

 

 Keep on considering Jesus! Let’s pray.     

 

   


