
Hebrews 5-1-10 
 
 
Mention paper on baptism…  
Mention the book “An infinite journey” should be in the bookstore…  
 
Sermon introduction:  
 

My wife called me in distress.  She was stuck in our Toyota Tercel.  It had problems (coolant leak, 
overheated engine, new engine, constantly puffed out out black smoke, finally sold to another seminary student, 
when he came, I started the car and all the smoke came out the back and he still bought it).   

 
This car worked, it got me from A to B.   
 
But, it was definitely not a Tesla Model S P85D (the highest rated car ever in consumer reports).  It 

scored a perfect 100, in every category, which no car has ever done.  It is essentially the perfect car, at least 
according to consumer reports magazine.     

 
This brings us to this morning’s passage.   

 
There was no position more revered or respected than the position of OT high priest.  The Jews spoke 

with hushed and reverent tones whenever Aaron, the first high priest was mentioned.  This one man, the high 
priest, carried the religious weight of the nations on his shoulders.   

 
Some of the recipients of this letter weren’t quite convinced that Jesus was worth following.  Sure, he 

was impressive, but was he as impressive as the high priest of Israel? 
 
The OT priests, like my Tercel, served a purpose, they were important, but something much greater is 

here.  Why would you go back to your Toyota Tercel when you can have a Tesla Model S?   The Tesla Model S 
is far superior.   
 
 Maybe you are not convinced that Jesus is worth following, maybe you too are being tempted to go back 
to your old way of life.       
  

The author of Hebrews is very concerned about this trend.  As a result, he sets out to prove in Hebrews 
5:1-10 that Jesus is superior to the OT priests.  The subject of Jesus, the great high priest, is the most prominent 
theme in the whole letter and will occupy us through chapter 10.   Here is the main point of this morning’s 
section-   

If Jesus is a superior to the OT priests, we must stick with him.   
 
 We will look at two things-  
 
 The old high priest  
 The new high priest  
 
First, the old high priest!    

 
What were the requirements of the OT high priests?  There were a few…       
 
The high priest had to be chosen from among men.     
 



Hebrews 5:1 (ESV) — 1 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of 
men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.  

 
The high priest had to be chosen from among men because his job was to represent mankind to God.  He 

offered sacrifices and prayers to God on behalf of the nation of Israel, climaxing on the day of atonement (Lev. 
16-17).   

 
BTW…  The need for a high priest implied that there was something terribly wrong with this 

relationship.  You only need mediators when parties are at odds.  God was at odds or unreconciled to Israel 
because of their sins.   
 

God is at odds with you, unless there is a high priest mediating on your behalf.   
 

 The high priest had to be chosen among men, Jesus the great high priest was chosen from among men.   

Hebrews 5:7 (ESV) — 7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 
cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence.  

Jesus lived in a body of flesh.  He was fully human, which has been alluded to several times so far in the 
book of Hebrews.    

 
The high priest had to be chosen from among men.  
 
The high priest had to be chosen by God.   
 
Hebrews 5:1 (ESV) — 1 For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of 

men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.  
 
Hebrews 5:4 (ESV) — 4 And no one takes this honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as 

Aaron was.  
 
 No one chose to be high priest.  The high priest was chosen by God.  Just as Aaron was chosen by God 
to be the first high priest roughly 1400 years before Christ (Ex. 28-29).   After that only the descendants of 
Aaron could be high priests. (Ex. 28:1)  
 
 Whenever people in the OT chose to act as high priest things ended very badly….    
  
 “Korah and his 250 followers were swallowed by the earth because they elevated themselves to the 
priestly office by burning unauthorized incense (Numbers 16:16-40). Saul lost his reign because he impatiently 
assumed Samuel's priestly function (1 Samuel 13:8ff.). And Uzziah, wrongly utilizing a priestly censer, broke 
out with leprosy that lasted until his dying day (2 Chronicles 26:16-21).” (K. Hughes)  
 
 This office was so important, so dignified, and so serious that no one volunteered to be the priest.  
 
 The high priest had to be chosen by God, Jesus the Great high priest was chosen by God!   
 

Hebrews 5:5 (ESV) — 5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was 
appointed by him who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”;  

 
This office is so important that only the son of God is dignified enough to do it. Jesus was appointed to 

this task by his heavenly father.    
 



 The high priest had to be chosen from among men.  
 The high priest had to be chosen by God.   
 

The high priest had to be sympathetic.   
 
Hebrews 5:2–3 (ESV) — 2 He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset 

with weakness. 3 Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own sins just as he does for those of 
the people.  

 
The ideal OT high priest could “deal gently” with his neighbors.  Why?  He knew their plight.  He too 

was a sinner saved by grace.  He had to offer up sacrifices for his own sins before he could offer them up for the 
nation of Israel (Lev. 9:7, 16:6-14).   

 
Knowing his own weaknesses, made him compassionate and sympathetic.   
 
What about Jesus?  Did he meet this requirement?  Yes.  He was not a sinner, but he was full of 

sympathy and compassion.  He could “deal gently” with us.   

Hebrews 5:7 (ESV) — 7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 
cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence.  

 He knew what it was like to cry loud cries with tears.  More on this in a moment.  But for now, we see 
that Jesus, in his humanity, understood weakness and pain.   
 
 Jesus met all of the requirements!!!!    
 

Christ not only met them, he superseded them!   
 
Illustration:   
 
In the movie….  “the inside man” Russell Crowe plays character who worked for big tobacco.  It is a 

true story.  Russell’s character was a topic executive for a massive tobacco company.  He had a PhD in 
chemistry.  He became increasingly concerned with his lab findings and he threatened to blow the whistle, when 
he finally did, he was fired.  He had to find a job, so he applied to teach high school chemistry.   When he 
applied for the job the principal said to him sarcastically, “you seem just a tad over qualified.”  

 
He didn’t just meet the requirements he superseded them!   He had a PhD.  
 
It would be like a PhD in history teaching history to 1st graders.   
Joshua Bell asking to play on your violin quartet.  
Or Lebron James asking to be on your Hoopfest team.   
 
Jesus doesn’t just meet the requirements for high priest he supersedes them.  How and why does it 

matter?  This brings us to the second point.   
 

First, the old high priest!  
 

Second, the new high priest!      
 
 Why is Jesus, the new high priest, a superior high priest?  Several reasons…   
 

His priesthood is superior in duration!    



 
 Hebrews 5:5–6 (ESV) — 5 So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was 
appointed by him who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 6 as he says also in another 
place, “You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” 

Hebrews 5:10 (ESV) — 10 being designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.   

 Verses 6 and 10 bring up the shadowy figure Melchizedek.  I’m not going to spend a lot of time 
explaining who he is here, since Hebrews 7 will develop this in much more detail.  
 
 The important thing to see here is that the order of Melchizedek makes Jesus an eternal high priest.  
 
 Mel…  shows up twice in the OT.  That is it…  only twice.     
 

He shows up in Genesis 14:18-20 around 2000 BC.  Abraham gives him 1/10th of his spoils from war 
and then he disappears.  He is gone. He vanishes.  Then he is mentioned again 1000 years later in Psalm 110:4 
(a royal psalm).    
 

The author of Hebrews summarizes Genesis 14 in Hebrews 7…   
 
 Hebrews 7:1–3 (ESV) — 1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met 
Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth 
part of everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then he is also king of 
Salem, that is, king of peace. 3 He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days 
nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever.  

 This guy is strange, he is like a Ninja, he shows up and then he is gone.  He clearly had a father and a 
mother, because he was a man, but we have no record of his parents, so it is like he is eternal.   
 
 Here is the takeaway, Jesus is far superior to every other high priest, since he is an eternal priest.  
  
 Why does this matter? It was impossible for OT priest to minister forever.  Why?  They kept dying.  The 
word “forever” is an important word in this epistle. It appears at least six times.   
 
 Hebrews 6:20 (ESV) — 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high 
priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.  

 Hebrews 7:17 (ESV) — 17 For it is witnessed of him, “You are a priest forever, after the order of 
Melchizedek.”  

 Hebrews 7:21 (ESV) — 21b “The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind, ‘You are a priest 
forever.’ ”  

 Hebrews 7:24 (ESV) — 24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever.  

 Hebrews 7:28 (ESV) — 28b …but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son 
who has been made perfect forever.  

 Application:  
 

Since He is a Priest forever, his people are saved forever.  
He was your priest 39 years ago.  



He will be your priest 39 years from now.  
He will be your priest 39 trillion years from now.  
You don’t have to worry about God changing his mind about your in 39 trillion years.  Your eternity is 

secure!!!   
 
What does forever mean???  It does not mean a long time, a long time implies an end.  It means forever.  
 
This means that he will always hear your prayers.   
This means that he will always forgive you.   
 
He is your priest forever, which means that you will be saved forever.  This means that you will be 

saved from guilt, condemnation, the devil, a life of meaningless futility, sin, death, forever.    

Christians will be saved for all eternity, on the flip side, the damned will be damned for all eternity.  This 
is sobering isn’t it?     

 
His priesthood is superior in duration.  

 
His priesthood is superior in compassion.    

 Hebrews 5:7 (ESV) — 7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 
cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence.  

 This is a reference to Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane pleading with his heavenly Father (Matt. 26:36-
45) although it is not limited to that.  
 

Remember, the high priest had to be able to sympathize with us in our weaknesses.  Jesus never sinned, 
but he knew what it was like to be totally dependent on his heavenly father for everything.  Jesus depended on 
his heavenly father for strength to go through with the greatest trial of his life, the crucifixion.   

 
Why was he so terrified of crucifixion?    
Because crucifixion was one of the most painful methods of torture every devised.   
Because he was about to have the guilt for the sins of the world on his shoulders.  
Because he was about to experience the wrath of almighty God.   
Worst of all, he was about to be abandoned by his own father.   
 

 In his humanity, he needed grace and strength to do what he was called to do.  As a result, he cried out 
to his father for grace.  He depended on his father.  He knew what it was like to be weak.   He knew what it was 
like to depend on God for his every need!!!  
 
 Our text says, that the father heard his prayers and saved him from death.  But didn’t he die on the 
cross?  Yes, he died on the cross, but then he rose from the grave!  
 
 Illustration:    
  

“When Charles Haddon Spurgeon was a young preacher in London, his successful ministry aroused the 
envy of some of the clergy; and they attacked him with various kinds of slander and gossip. His sermons were 
called “trashy,” and he was called “an actor” and “a pulpit buffoon.” Even after his ministry was established, 
Spurgeon was lied about in the press (including the religious press); and this was bound to discourage him. 

After one particularly scurrilous report in the press, Spurgeon fell before the Lord and prayed, “O Lord 
Jesus, Thou didst make Thyself of no reputation for me. I willingly lay my reputation down for Thy sake.” From 



that time on, Spurgeon had peace in his heart. He knew that his Great High Priest understood his need and would 
give him the grace that he needed for each hour.” (Wiersbe)  
  

Application:  
 
 He can sympathize better than the old high priests because he suffered more…  
 Jesus knows what it means to be totally dependent on God.   
 He knows what it means to cry out to God in prayer.  
 This means that he knows your plight.  
 And he is full of compassion…     
 
 What are you struggling with right now???  
 What are you being tempted with right now???  
 
 Jesus is full of compassion, he knows what it is like to depend on God.   
 
 Don’t ever doubt his ability to sympathize with you.  
  

You can never say, “God can’t relate with my pain and suffering!!!”  Have you ever been crucified?  
Have you ever experienced wrath for the sins of the world?   
 
 He may be allowing you to suffer so that you, like him, can sympathize with others who suffer.   
 

Being a Christian means we have a personal relationship with Jesus…  a personally relationship with 
Jesus means we know Jesus.  What is he like?  He is compassionate.   

 
His priesthood is superior in duration.  
His priesthood is superior in compassion. 

His priesthood is superior in sacrifice.  
 

Hebrews 5:8–9 (ESV) — 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 9 
And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 

 
Jesus learned obedience…  
 
What does this mean?  Does this imply that he was not obedient?  No, other texts in Hebrews argue that 

he was sinless (4:15, 7:26).  So, what does “he learned obedience” mean?   
 
It means that he started his life untested and became proven.  
 
Jesus was fully human.  In his human nature, he learned how to please God as a child, as a teenager, as 

an adult, and then an adult who suffered.  Each time he obeyed the tests God harder.  Every time he was 
tempted, he passed the test.  He was not qualified to serve as a priest as a young boy, a teen, or a young adult.  
He had to suffer first.  He had to prove that he would obey God even in the midst of suffering and pain.    
 

Because he was perfect, he was able to be the perfect sacrifice.  
 
He sacrificed his sinless body on the cross.  This was the culmination of everything the high priest did 

for 1400 years.   
 
But this sacrifice was so much better.   It was a perfect sacrifice.   



Satan often assaults us by saying, “you can’t be forgiven, you have sinned too much, you keep sinning 
the same way, etc....  God does not love you.  God will judge you.  We must say to Satan,  “oh no Satan, we 
have a perfect sacrifice, this was the son of God who died, my high priest is not of the tribe of Levi, my high 
priest is perfect. Because he is perfect, he fully atoned for all my imperfections.  Because he was a perfect 
sacrifice, all my guilt and sin can be removed. Etc…. ”    

Application:   
 
Who gets these amazing benefits?   
 
Our text says, “to all who obey him.” Is this salvation by works?  No…  To obey God, especially in 

Hebrews, is the same as to trust God.  The Bible often talks about obeying Christ commands to believe, to be 
saved.  (Acts 6:7, Rom. 10:16, 1 Peter 1:22).  The first command we must obey is to trust Jesus…  this leads to 
obedience to all the other commands.   
 
 Conclusion:   
 
 We have looked at two things.  
 
 The old priest and the new priest.  
 
 Do you remember your first cell phone?  I got my first cell phone back in 1999.  Compare this to your 
current cell phone.   
  
 Jesus is so much better.  
 
 You may not be tempted to go back to the old priesthood, but you may be tempted to go back to life 
before Christ.  If you forsake Christ, you are forsaking the only means of having your sins forgiven and 
spending eternity in heaven.   
 
 Don’t do it!!!  look to Christ!  lets pray…  


