
Hebrews 9-11-14 

Nothing but the blood!  

 

Don’t forget the benediction…  (valley, newsletter, annual meeting, we believe we vote)   

 

Sermon introduction:  

 

  

 Imagine knowing nothing about Christianity and hearing this song for the first time-  

 

There is a fountain filled with blood 

Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; 

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 

Lose all their guilty stains… 

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood, 

Lose all their guilty stains. 

 

 Or, what about this song….   

 

“Oh! Precious is the flow 

That makes me white as snow 

No other faint I know 

Nothing, but the blood of Jesus… 

 

 If you didn’t know anything about Christianity, you would probably ask, “What kind of weird and sick 

people are you Christians?  Who in the world would want to be washed in someone’s blood?”  Maybe this is 

your first Sunday at church and you are wondering this very thing??? 

 

 These questions are very understandable?  With that said, I would like to make one simple point this 

morning….    

   

 Proposition:   the blood of Jesus Christ is our only hope.   

 

Let me provide some context. In last week’s text (Hebrews 9:1-10) we learned that the blood of the Old 

Covenant sacrifices offered in the Old Covenant temple were not sufficient to bring us into God’s presence.   

 Under the new covenant we have full access to God’s presence.  How???  Through the blood of Jesus 

(Hebrews 9:11-14).   

  

 But according to our text, this is just the beginning.  This morning’s text describes three specific benefits 

of the blood of Christ.   

 First, the blood of Christ secures our eternal redemption.  

 Second, the blood of Christ cleanses the conscience.  

 Third, the blood of Christ motivates obedience.  

 

Let’s look at each one in detail… 

 

First, the blood of Christ secures our eternal redemption  

 How???   



 

 The finality of Christ’s bloody sacrifice secures our eternal redemption!   

 

 Hebrews 9:11–12 (ESV) — 11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have 

come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he 

entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own 

blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.     

In the OT the high priest entered into the holy of holies in the earthly temple once a year to offer animal 

sacrifices for himself and the people of God.   

 

Jesus the perfect high priest suffered on the cross, rose from the grave, ascended to heaven where he 

entered the holy of holies in the eternal heavenly temple.   

 

Why does this matter?  When the priest entered the earthly holy of holies once a year, it meant that his 

sacrifice was complete for the year. When Jesus entered the heavenly temple, the implication was simple.  His 

sacrifice was complete for all eternity.   

 Verse 12 we read, “he entered once for all into the holy places.”   “Once for all” means no more 

sacrifices are needed, ever!  This means that his work of salvation is complete.  This means that there is no 

more work for him to do, which means there is no more work for you to do. You simply believe!  I simply 

believe???  Really, that is all I do.  Yes, that is all you do!!!  

   

The finality of Christ’s bloody sacrifice secures our eternal redemption. In addition…  

The nature of Christ’s bloody sacrifice secures our eternal redemption.  

 

Hebrews 9:12 (ESV) — 12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of 

goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.  

 

In the OT the Israelites had to sacrifice animals (goats and calves) if they wanted to be forgiven. Why 

did God require the blood of animals to forgive sins???  This may sound barbaric to some of you!   

 

Let me explain.  The Bible is very clear that the penalty for sin is death.  When we sin, we deserve to 

die!  Why? It ruins his creation and separates us from his presence.  He is not like us.  We can tolerate sin.  He 

cannot.  He is holy!!! This Bible is also clear that God is perfectly just.  He can’t forgive without justice being 

served.   

 

Since the penalty for sin is death, we are supposed to die when we sin.  God provided a way of escape in 

the old covenant.  When people sinned, an animal could be sacrificed (shedding its blood) in their place.  But 

this never fully dealt with the problem, as we have learned in the book of Hebrews.  

 

Under the new covenant, there is an eternal solution.  Jesus sacrificed his body on the cross in our place.  

He shed his blood.  In other words, he died for us.  So that we could be absolved of all of our sins.  He took our 

penalty so that we could live eternally with him.   

 

He was the priest and the sacrifice who entered into the holy of holies after his own blood was shed.  

 

Let me summarize…   

 

Hebrews 9:11–12 (ESV) — 11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have 

come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he 



entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own 

blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.   

 

According to these verses, our eternal redemption is rooted in…  

 

The finality of Christ’s bloody sacrifice.  

The nature of Christ’s bloody sacrifice. 

 

What does “eternal redemption” mean?   

 

Redemption in the OT referred to liberation from captivity, freedom from slavery, or freedom from 

tyranny…  

 

When God redeemed Israel, it was not eternal.  This redemption is.  

 

Because of the shed blood of Jesus Christ, you can experience- 

 

Eternal freedom from the penalty of sin.  

Eternal freedom from the power of sin.  

Eternal freedom from the effects of sin. 

Eternal freedom from temptation.   

Eternal freedom from the devil.   

Eternal freedom from the fear of man, anxiety, sickness, cancer, insecurity, porn, addictions, etc…  

Eternal freedom from these broken, aging, dying bodies.  

 

Eternal redemption is made possible by the blood of Christ!!!   

 

  First, the blood of Christ secures an eternal redemption. What else does it do??? 

 

Second, the blood of Christ cleanses the conscience.  

 

 How does Jesus blood cleanse the conscience?    

 

The author of Hebrews answers this question by comparing the Old Covenant and the New Covenant.   

 Let’s look at Cleansing under the Old Covenant.  

 

 Hebrews 9:13 (ESV) — 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons 

with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh,  

 

 Under the Old Covenant, if you touched a dead body you were considered ceremonially unclean.  

 

 You could only be made ceremonially clean with the help of a priest.  How could he help?  He put 

together a mixture of ashes from a red heifer, cedar, hyssop, and scarlet wool.  Then he sprinkled this mixture 

over you.  This made the defiled undefiled.     

  

 But it was only the flesh that was cleansed…  listen to the text again…  

 

 Hebrews 9:13 (ESV) — 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons 

with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh,  

 



 “All these sacrifices, however, did not truly cleanse the inner person or the conscience.  They cleansed 

the flesh or body of those who were defiled.  They (only) removed ceremonial uncleanness.”  (Schreiner, 269)   

 

Something more was needed.  This brings us to the New Covenant…  

 

 Cleansing under the Old Covenant.  

  

 Cleansing under the New Covenant.  

 

 Hebrews 9:13–14 (ESV) — 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons 

with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, 

who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works 

to serve the living God.  

 

 This is an argument from the lesser to the greater.   

 

If the blood of bulls and Goats under the Old Covenant cleansed the flesh from defilement.  How much 

more will the blood of Christ under the new covenant cleanse us of every defilement, including a defiled 

conscience.   

  

 The effectiveness of the blood of Christ has to do with the value of the life of Christ.   

 

We are not talking about the blood of an animal, a human being, or even hundreds of human beings.  We 

are talking about the blood of Jesus Christ.  

 

This is the same Jesus Christ who spoke the universe into existence.  

This is the same Jesus Christ who created time and space.  

This is the same Jesus Christ who has no needs.  

This is the same Jesus Christ who is omnipotent.  

This is the same Jesus Christ who is everywhere present in his creation.   

This is the same Jesus Christ who knows all things actual and possible.  

 

We are talking about the blood of Jesus Christ!!!  Its value is too great to be measured.  

Judas called it "innocent blood" in Matthew 27:4.   

Peter called it "precious blood" in I Peter 1:19.  

John called it "cleansing blood" in I John 1:7…  and "overcoming blood" in Revelation 12:11.  

Paul called it "Redeeming blood", in Colossians 1:14, "Justifying blood" in Romans 5:9 and 

"Peacemaking blood” in Colossians 1:20.  

 

Later in Hebrews it is called "sanctifying blood" (Hebrews 13:12).  

 Application:   

 

  What specifically does the blood of Jesus Christ do for us?    

 

 Hebrews 9:14 (ESV) —14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 

offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 

 

 The blood of Jesus Christ purifies our conscience from dead works.  In other words, it purifies our 

conscience when we think of all the works that we did that are deserving of death.  Don’t forget that every 

sinful dead is deserving of death.  



 

 What do you do when your conscience needs to be cleansed?   

 

 Illustration:   

 

 Albert Speer did not know what to do.  I recently read about him…   

 

 “He was interviewed on ABC's "Good Morning, America." He kept the Nazi factories humming 

throughout World War II…  As a result Speer spent twenty years in Spandau prison. 

 

The interviewer referred to a passage in one of Speer's earlier writings: "You have said the guilt can 

never be forgiven, or shouldn't be. Do you still feel that way?"  

 

He responded, "I served a sentence of twenty years, and I could say, 'I'm a free man, my conscience has 

been cleared by serving the whole time as punishment.' But I can't do that. I still carry the burden of what 

happened to millions of people during Hitler's lifetime, and I can't get rid of it. This new book is part of my 

atoning, of clearing my conscience."  

 

The interviewer pressed the point. "You really don't think you'll be able to clear it totally?" Speer shook 

his head. "I don't think it will be possible." (Kent Hughes)  

 

For thirty-five years Speer desperately sought a way to clear his conscience. All to no avail. 

 

There is a way for every conscience to be cleansed, no matter what the person has done.   

 

It can be cleansed through the blood of Jesus Christ.    

 

 The classic hymn got this right-  

  

 “There is a foundation filled with blood 

 Drawn from Immanuel’s veins,  

 And sinners plunged beneath the flood 

 Lose all their guilty stains.   

 They dying thief rejoiced to see 

 That fountain in his day;  

 And there may I, though vile as he,  

 Wash all my sins away.”  

 

 Will it cleanse me of all my guilty stains?  All of them???    

 Listen to this story…    

 

During the second great awakening a preacher in Detroit, preached on the text "The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s 

Son, cleanses us from all sin" (I John 1:7). After the service a stranger asked the preacher to take a walk with him.    

 

The stranger said, I just want to ask a few questions preacher. Do you believe what you preached tonight?’ The 

preacher said, "I most certainly do. "The man continued, "I own a saloon. Mothers come in here and beg me not to sell 

liquor to their husbands. I turn a deaf ear to their cry. We see to it when a man leaves here, he’s as drunk as a skunk. 

Preacher, tell me, can God forgive a man like me?" The preacher replied, "The blood of Jesus Christ, cleanses us from all 

sin.’"  

 

"But that’s not all,’ added the man. "In another room we run a gambling hall. If a man doesn’t spend all his 

money on liquor, we bring him back here and cheat him out of his last dollar. We send him home penniless to a hungry 



family.  Preacher, tell me honestly can God forgive a man like me?" Again, the preacher replied, "the Word of God says, 

‘The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin.’"  

 

The man spoke again. "That’s not all. I have physically assaulted my daughter and wife. Preacher, do you think 

God could forgive a man like me?"  

 

The preacher lowered his head. His eyes filled with tears as he said, "My friend, you have painted one of the 

darkest pictures I have ever gazed on, but the word of God says, ‘The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin.'"  

 

That very night he closed his saloon for good.  Next, he made things right with his family.  He later became a 

leader in a prominent Detroit church. (Source: Dr. Alan Carr:www.thesermonnotebook.com) 

 The blood Jesus cleanses us from every sin.   

 

 What do you do when you feel guilty?  

What do you do when your conscience is gnawing at you?  

 

Those careless words spoken, that stuff you stole, those lies you told, etc…  

 

We must look to the blood of Christ…   

We must remind ourselves that Jesus shed his blood in our place…  

We must remind ourselves that his blood can make the foulest clean…  

 

We must repent and believe… notice how the man repented in the previous story.  Repentance is not just 

feeling bad; it is changing direction.   

 

 Unfortunately, some of you have a jaded conscience, you should feel guilty, but you don’t.  You have 

sinned so much that you don’t feel bad anymore.  This is an incredibly scary place to be.  Pray to God for 

mercy.  

 

On the other hand, the closer you draw to Christ, the more you will be aware of your sins, and the more 

you will need to apply his shed blood.    

 

 After we have experienced the cleansing power of the blood of Christ, then what do we do?  This brings 

us to our last point…  

 First, the blood of Christ secures our eternal redemption.   

Second, the blood of Christ cleanses the conscience.  

 

Third, the blood of Christ motivates obedience  

 Hebrews 9:13–14 (ESV) — 13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons 

with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, 

who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works 

to serve the living God.  

 According to verse 14, when we truly understand what the blood of Christ has accomplished for us, we 

are motivated to serve the living God.   

 

 The Greek word “to serve” (latreuein) has a specific priestly connotation.  It is usually used to describe 

the service that the priests performed in the tabernacle.   

 



 Jesus has washed you in his blood so that you will be motivated to serve him as a priest.  The church of 

Jesus Christ is meant to be a priesthood of believers.   

 

 1 Peter 2:9 (ESV) — 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 

own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light. 

 

The priests entered the holy place to light the lampstand- we are to be a light to the world.  

 

 The priests placed incense before God’s throne, we are to lift our prayers to God for the saints and the 

world.  

 The priests served in the temple- we are called to serve the church.   

 The priests were to be devoted to holiness and purity- we are to be devoted to holiness and purity.  

Why did God save us?  

 

 Not simply for our own benefit.  

 Not simply so that we could escape judgment.  

 Not simply for our psychological well-being.  

 Not simply to give us a meaningful, affluent, and easy life…  

 

 We have been washed in the blood of Christ, so that we would be freed up to serve the living God as a 

kingdom of priests.   

 

 Here is what I really want you to see…  

 

 The blood of Jesus motivates us to do this.   

 

 When we understand that all of our sins have been washed away by the living God, and that we will 

spend all eternity in his presence, our love for him will grow.   

 

 The more we love him the more we will want to serve him.   

 

 When we love someone, we want to serve them.  

 

 Parents this is why we serve our children so lavishly.  

 Grandparents this is why you spoil your grandchildren so uncontrollably.  

 Spouses, this is why you serve your spouse so joyfully.   

 

 The more you love someone, the more you want to serve that person.  You don’t serve them because 

you have to, you serve them because you want to, because you love them.     

 

 We don’t serve God to get him to love us, we serve God because his son has washed us in his blood.  

 

 Application:  

 

 I’m not sure what this means specifically for you this week, but as a husband and a father here is what it 

means for me…  

 

 Every Christian is called to a lifestyle of service.   



 The Christian life is a life of self-denial.  

 How can you serve others this week?  

 We could use a lot more servants in all of our ministry teams.   

If you are a member, please ask us where you can serve.  

 

Conclusion:  

 I recently read an article titled, “A CHAMPION BLOOD DONOR” 

“Joe Kerkofsky is America's blood-donor champion. The American Association of Blood Banks will 

honor the 62-year-old retired security guard at a special presentation in Chicago. Mr. Kerkofsky lost an arm in 

an accident when he was six. He was thence rejected for military service in World War II. Since then he has 

donated nearly 31 gallons of blood. The human body contains 10 or 12 pints of blood. Joe has donated more 

than 20 times that amount. "Giving blood makes you feel like contributing life itself," he says. "There's no more 

precious a gift than life. Money can't buy the joy of giving blood to help someone who needs it."” 

 

Jesus poured out his blood unto death.  

 

His blood has brought eternal redemption, a clean conscience, and motivation to billions of people 

around the world.   

 

Let’s pray…  

 

 


