
Hebrews 9-23-28 

The day that all days were made for! 

 

 

1. Announcement  

a. Annual meeting RSVP for next Sunday…  

 

2. Scripture introduction  

a. Summary of 23-26.   

 

b. These are themes we have already seen many times in Hebrews-  

i. v. 24 Christ, our great high priest, in the heavenly temple, the true temple, the place that 

the earthly temple was modeled after.  

ii. v. 25-26 unlike the OT priests, Jesus made one offering, he offered up his own body on 

the cross.  This one sacrifice never needs to be repeated because it was Jesus who died. 

  

c. I want to focus on verses 27-28.   

d. Lets pray…  

 

3. Introduction: 

 

a. The official motto of the Boy Scouts of America is “be prepared”!   

b. In high school I prepared really hard for my driver’s license test.    

c. Others of you are preparing important presentations for work next week   

d. Many of you are preparing for retirement  

e. Some of you are preparing for marriage  

f. Others are preparing for kids  

g. Others are preparing for the kids to leave.   

h. Others are preparing for grandkids  

i. Some of you are preparing to sell your house.   

j. Some of you are preparing for a new job.   

k. Most of life is spent preparing for something.  

 

l. But many of us fail to prepare for the most important event of our lives. 

m. In fact, one theologian calls this day the day that all other days were made for.       

n. The most important day in everyone’s life, by far, is the day of one’s death followed by final 

judgment.   

o. Are you prepared for that day?  This brings us to the main point of our passage. This passage is 

designed to help us prepare for that day.   

i. To help us prepare we will spend the rest of our time meditating on the two realities in 

this passage.  

1. Death  

2. Judgment   

 

1. First, death   

 

a. We learn a few things about death from verse 27. Let’s look at each one…  

 

b. Your death is certain.  



i. Hebrews 9:27 (ESV) — 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that 

comes judgment,  

ii. Exposition 

1. Our text says, “It is appointed for each person to die once.”  

2. Everyone will die.  It has been appointed.  There is no escaping this reality.  

3. This means that no one can cheat death.  

4. Although many have tried.  

5. Every year millions of dollars are spent in an effort to avoid or escape death.  

 

 

iii. Illustration:  

 

1. The Cryonics movement comes to mind-  

a. “Their slogan- “Freeze, wait, reanimate.” When people die, they freeze 

dry their bodies. With the hope that someday there will be a way to 

reanimate the brain.  There is currently no way to reanimate the brain, but 

scientists are hopeful that someday there will be…  there is currently no 

evidence that a frozen brain can be “turned on” again.” 

(Sciencefocus.com) 

 

2. The Transhumanists movement also comes to mind-  

a. “Transhumanists intend to transform the human condition through lifestyle 

choices involving diet and exercise, then through body enhancements 

(e.g., cochlear implants) and body parts replacements (e.g., artificial 

knees, hips, and hearts), then genetic engineering, all with the goal of 

taking control of evolution and transforming the species into something 

stronger, faster, healthier, and with vastly superior cognitive abilities that 

will eventually live forever.” (Sciencefocus.com) 

 

b. No matter how much we spend and no matter how many advances we 

make in science we will all die.   

 

3. John Mayer song – “Stop this train”  

 

iv. Application 

1. This does not imply that we should just give up and die.  

a. We should take care of our bodies.  

b. But not matter how many vegetables you eat, and no matter how much 

you work out, and no matter how many dangerous activities you avoid, 

you will die…  It is certain…  

 

2. No one is promised life into their 90s.  

3. Your death may be sudden and unexpected?  

a. Last week a professor of physics from the UW was hiking with three 

others in the Cascades. She lost her footing and plummeted to her death. 

She was not expecting to die that day, but she did.   

4. Life is very fragile…  on your way home from church today the driver coming 

towards you on highway 2 in a massive truck, may pull out his phone to check a 

text, swerve, and smash into your car.   

5. Your death and my death are certain…   

6. Your death is even more certain than a smoky August in Spokane…  



 

v. Your death is certain…  

 

c. Your death is conclusive.   

 

i. Hebrews 9:27 (ESV) — 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that 

comes judgment,  

 

ii. Exposition  

1. According to verse 27, after you die, the next event is final judgment.   

2. This order or sequence rules out many things…  

3. Notice what the author of Hebrews does not say…  

4. He does not say,  

5. “After death comes purgatory” thus ruling out the Roman Catholic doctrine of 

purgatory, which is a horrible doctrine.   

6. “After death comes the next cycle of your life” thus ruling out any notion of 

reincarnation…  

7. “After death comes a second chance to believe” thus ruling out any notion of a 

second chance to believe on Christ after you die.  

8. “After death comes nothing…” thus ruling out secular humanism.  

9. “After death comes a happier place” thus ruling out American folk religion that 

assumes that all dead people go to a happier place… no after death comes final 

judgment.  

10. While it is true that allot of time may pass between the time you die and the time 

that Christ returns to judge the world, the next major event is final judgment. In 

the meantime, the Christian is with the risen Christ, awaiting final judgment and 

his or her resurrection body.   

 

iii. Application:  

1. This life is all we have, and it is very short.  

2. We don’t get two or three attempts at life.  

3. This means we must redeem the life that God has given us.  

4. We must work hard for his glory while we have opportunity.  

5. This puts all of life in perspective, doesn’t it?  

6. Invest in your relationship with God and with people…  

7. On your last day, you will not regret this for one second...  

8. BTW… Reference the largest and longest study on human happiness…  

 

iv. Some of you may not be scared to die, but you are scared of what will happen after you 

die. This brings us to the next point…  

 

d. First, death…  

 

2. Second, judgment  

 

a. We learn a few things about judgment from our text… we learn about…  

 

b. The certainty of final judgment.  

 

i. Hebrews 9:27 (ESV) — 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that 

comes judgment,  



 

ii. After we die, we will face final judgment.  This is certain.  

iii. The author’s logic is clear. If death is certain, then final judgment is also certain.  

iv. You cannot cheat death, and you cannot cheat, escape, or avoid final judgment.  

v. This is certain, everyone who has ever lived will appear before God, the maker of the 

universe to give an account for their lives. 

vi. We don’t know when it will happen, but it will happen.  

 

vii. Other texts teach the certainty of final judgment…   

 

1. 2Co 5:10 ESV  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 

each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good 

or evil. 

2. Act 17:30-31 ESV  The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he 

commands all people everywhere to repent,  (31)  because he has fixed a day on 

which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; 

and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead." 

viii. Illustration-  

1. Every April millions of American’s panic… Why? Their taxes are due on April 

15th.  

 

2. For a variety of reasons, my taxes are relatively complicated. 

   

3. Even though I have a CPA prepare my taxes I still have to do allot of preparation.    

a. Keep track of all the stuff that is mailed to me.  

b. Fill out a booklet for my CPA.  

c. I collect all my home improvement receipts for the year to prove my 

housing allowance for the year.  

d. I need to sort all my utility bills for my housing allowance   

e. Figure out how to handle our rental property  

f. Figure out the retirement stuff  

g. Etc…  

 

4. We all need to prepare for Tax Day.  Why?  Tax Day is certain. 

   

5. People often say-  

a. “Two things are certain- death and taxes”   

b. Not true, three things are certain- death, taxes, and final judgment.   

c. Final judgment is in fact much more certain than death and taxes.  

i. Why? 

1. Our government could collapse and stop collecting taxes.  

2. Christ could return before we die. 

   

ix. Application-  

1. Since final judgment is certain we must be ready.    

 

2. If you knew for certain that Christ would return tonight, it would probably change 

the way you spend your afternoon.  You would probably carefully consider-   

a. how to spend your money,  

b. what to watch,  



c. what to talk about,  

d. what to read,  

e. who to invest in,  

f. It would change everything. 

 

3. William Childs Robinson “The judgment seat of Christ lends seriousness to all 

life.”   

 

4. What should really sober us is the nature of the judge…  

a. Jesus Christ will be the judge and he is the perfect judge.  

b. He is all powerful 

c. He is all knowing  

d. He is perfectly just.  

   

x. I get that judgment is certain, but what is the purpose of final judgment? Let’s look at our 

text again…  

 

xi. The certainty of final judgment…  

 

c. The purpose of final judgment.   

 

i. Hebrews 9:28 (ESV) — 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, 

will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting 

for him.  

 

ii. Exposition  

1. According to verse 28 Christ will come twice. He came the first time to die on the 

cross for our sins…  

2. He will come a second time “not to deal with sin, but to save those who are 

eagerly waiting for him.”  

3. Does this surprise you? Sometimes Christians think that Christ is coming to get 

them when he returns. He wants to stick it to us, really make us pay…   

 

4. That is not what our text says. It says that Christ will return again, “not to deal 

with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.”  

 

5. In other words, he will return to apply all the benefits of salvation that he earned 

through his life, death, and resurrection.  

 

6. I thought we were already saved?  

a. Salvation comes in stages…  

b. Explain…  

i. We have been promised forgiveness 

ii. We have received the promised holy spirit 

iii. We are citizens of the new covenant  

iv. The power of sin has been broken…  

v. But, the presence of sin remains in us and remains in creation.  

 

c. You have probably wondered, “Jesus if you died for me, if I’m saved, then 

why is my life so hard and why is there so much brokenness all around 

me?” (shootings last week)  



d. Our salvation is not yet complete.  But someday it will be.  

e. Until then we eagerly wait…  

 

 

iii. Illustration:  

1. Have you ever eagerly waited for something?  

2. My first tennis tournament…  

3. Early soccer matches…  

4. What are you eagerly waiting for?  

5. Graduation  

6. Marriage  

7. Retirement…  

 

iv. Application 

1. The words “eagerly waiting” are strong words in the original language.  

2. They express an insatiable desire for something…  

3. This is captured well in Romans 8…  

4. Romans 8:19 (ESV) — 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the 

revealing of the sons of God.  

5. Romans 8:23 (ESV) — 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have 

the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, 

the redemption of our bodies.  

6. Romans 8:25 (ESV) — 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 

with patience.  

 

7. When do you most desire the return of Christ?  

 

a. When you hear about another school shooting?  

b. When you hear about another victim of child hood cancer?  

c. When you hear about a young child that drowns in a pool on the family 

vacation?  

d. Rape, torture, war???  

  

 

8. These horrible things remind us that our salvation is not yet complete, in the 

meantime, we eagerly long for final judgment…  

 

9. Why? Final judgment means-  

a. resurrection bodies…  

b. new creation.. 

c. rewards for the saints…  

 

v. Final judgment serves a purpose.  What is that purpose? 

  

1. Christ will save the saints…  

 

2. But there is another purpose for final judgment not mentioned in this text, but I 

need to mention it to you regardless…  

 



3. The purpose of final judgment is twofold; Christ will save the saints, and Christ 

will also punish the wicked.  

 

4. What is the standard by which all will be judged?  Jesus Christ himself.  

 

5. God requires perfection (explain)… 

 

6. God will condemn everyone to hell for all eternity who do not cast themselves 

wholly on the mercy of God in Christ.  

 
7. Hebrews 10:31 (ESV) — 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  

 

8. Is there any hope? Can I do anything to prepare?  Yes, let’s look at our text 

again…  

 

vi. The certainty of final judgment.  

vii. The purpose of final judgment. 

 

d. The preparation for final judgment 

 

i. Hebrews 9:28 (ESV) — 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, 

will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting 

for him.  

 

ii. Exposition 

1. According to our text, when Christ came the first time, he offered up his body on 

the cross to bear the sins of many.  

2. In other words, on the cross he took the guilt of all of our sins upon his shoulders.   

3. The guilt for all of our sins was credited to his account, an then he died for them.  

4. Justice was served… (Romans 3:23-26)  

5. 1 Peter 2:24 (ESV) — 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that 

we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been 

healed.  

 

6. He is the sin bearing substitute…  

 

iii. Illustration:  

1. Plane crash story from the book of amazing stories…  

 

iv. Application:  

1. Do you believe, Christian, that all your sins were placed on Christ? if the answer 

is yes, you have nothing to fear…    

2. If Jesus died on the cross for all of your sins then the penalty for all your sins was 

paid for…  

3. If every penalty for every sin was paid for than it would be unjust of God to 

punish you on the day of final judgment.  

4. Instead of punishment he will reward you for your faith.  

5. If you are not a Christian…  you must turn away from your sins and trust Jesus.  

 



6. Heidelberg Q 52- “In all my distress and persecution I turn my eyes to the 

heavens and confidently await as judge the very one who has already stood trial in 

my place before God and so has removed the whole curse from me.  All his 

enemies and mine he will condemn to everlasting punishment:  but me and all his 

chosen ones he will take along with him into the joy and the glory of heaven.” 

 

e. We have looked at two sobering topics…  

i. Death  

ii. Judgment  

 

 

3. Conclusion  

a. Do you know the feeling of skidding across the ice in your care and being able to do nothing 

about it?  

b. This winter during one of our storms I was driving the minivan somewhere.   

c. I was probably going a bit too fast when a car stopped a good 50 feet in front of me.   

d. I started pumping the breaks and nothing happened.  My car would not stop.  I slid and I slid and 

I slid and I thought for sure I was going to nail the car in front of me.   

e. I felt powerless.  

f. I braced for impact and at the last minute I was able to swerve off the road a few feet ahead of 

the car in front of me.  

g. We are all on a collision course with death and final judgment.  Although we can’t put the brakes 

on and stop the car of life.   

h. I hope and pray that you are ready for your collision course with final judgment.     

 

i. Really, all that matters in life is preparing for that day!!!  

ii. The goal of pastoring is simple- preparing people for final judgment  

iii. The goal of leading a home group is simple- preparing people for final judgment  

iv. The goal of parenting is simple- preparing children for final judgment  

v. The goal of marriage is simple- preparing your spouse for final judgment   

vi. Lets pray…  

 

   

  

 


