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Introduction 
     Permanence and security are not the two words that come to mind when I think of 

the Old Covenant.  There were daily, weekly, and yearly sacrifices for sin.  I’m thinking 

about my past week, month, and year.  I would have had to kill a lot of animals to atone 

for my sin.  Day after day, week after week, year after year.  And none of these could 

truly take away my sins once-for-all so that I could enjoy intimate access to God.  Even 

the high priest could only enter the holy of holies once a year.  On the Day of 

Atonement, he would enter to sprinkle blood on the mercy seat in order to appease 

God’s wrath for himself and the nation.  But it was a dangerous calling.  If he didn’t do 

everything properly, he could be killed.  And even if he was successful, the cycle of 

daily, weekly, and monthly sacrifices started all over again.  I’m not picking up themes of 

permanence and security.  And the priests themselves were impermanent.  They lived, 

served, and died.  And then another lived, served, and died.  And then another.  A 

conveyor belt of priests.  None of this speaks to permanence or security. 

     Permanence and security are not the two words that come to mind when I think 

about life in general.  High school comes and goes.  Jobs come and go.  Health comes 

and goes.  Life comes and goes.  One author put it this way, “awareness of our 

mortality causes pain because our most deep-seated need is for permanence and 

our most pervasive fear is separation from those we love.”  We want permanence 

and security in a world of impermanence and insecurity. 

     But today the author of Hebrews points us to something permanent.  Or rather, 

someone permanent.  In sharp contrast to the Levitical priests of the Old Covenant, the 

author shows us that Jesus is our permanent priest.  The author makes three 

comparisons with the Levitical priests to show that Jesus is our permanent priest. 

. 

1. Jesus is our permanent priest because of God’s oath 

2. Jesus is our permanent priest because he continues forever 

3. Jesus is our permanent priest because of his perfection 
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1. Jesus is our permanent priest because of God’s oath. 

     Look at the first part of verse 20.  “And it was not without an oath.”  The author 

has been talking about Jesus’ new order of priesthood that introduces a better 

hope.  The implied question is how was this new order established?  Did it just 

pop into existence out of thin air?  No, says the author!  This new order of 

priesthood was introduced with an oath.  An oath is a solemn promise 

regarding a future action or behavior. 

     He continues in verse 20, “For those who formerly became priests were made 

such without an oath…”  In contrast to God’s oath, the Levitical priests were 

appointed by God’s instruction.  God simply said, “Have Aaron [a descendant of 

Levi] your brother brought to you from among the Israelites, along with his 

sons…so that they might serve me as priests (Ex. 28:1).”  A Levitical priest was 

appointed simply by instruction and according to genealogical descent. 

     But Jesus is appointed a priest by God’s oath!  Verse 21 continues, “but this 

one was made a priest with an oath by the one who said to him: “The Lord has 

sworn and will not change his mind, ‘You are a priest forever.’”  God did not only 

say, “you are a priest forever” he swore it.  He not only swore it; he says it’s 

irrevocable: “I will not change my mind, you are a priest forever.”  God’s oath – 

his solemn promise – that Jesus is a priest forever means that Jesus’ priesthood 

is permanent.  

     We use oaths because people are prone to lie.  For example, in a courtroom a 

witness is asked: “Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole 

truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?”  By implication this oath 

invokes a curse from God if someone lies.  The oath is designed to encourage 

people to tell the truth.  This makes their testimony more sure. 
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     But God doesn’t need to swear an oath because he never lies.  His word is 

enough.  So why does he swear an oath here?  God swears an oath as a 

concession to help people believe.  By swearing an oath, he is saying, “I really, 

really, really want you to believe what I’m saying.  I’m going to do this, I solemnly 

promise.”  So, you can know that Jesus is a priest forever – a permanent priest – 

because God has made a solemn promise.  The implication is that if God fails to 

keep his promise, he invokes a curse on himself. 

     Because God’s oath has secured the permanence of Jesus’ priesthood, the 

author says in verse 22, “This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.”  

The author will have a lot more to say about the better covenant.  A covenant is 

an agreement which brings about a relationship of commitment between 

God and his people.  In the Mosaic Covenant, there was no guarantee that the 

people would keep their commitments to God.  In fact, they broke them 

repeatedly.  So, the people forfeited God’s blessings and invoked God’s curses.   

     But in Jeremiah, God promises a New Covenant.  The author of Hebrews 

notes that it’s a better covenant because it’s enacted on better promises.  Most 

notably, the promise of fellowship with God and the complete, once-for-all 

forgiveness of sins.   

      Based on God’s oath, Jesus is our permanent priest and that makes him the 

guarantor of this better covenant.  That means that because of Jesus’ life, 

death, and resurrection it is guaranteed that we’ll received God’s promised 

blessings.  Intimate access to God and the complete forgiveness of sin.  Jesus 

does everything necessary to guarantee we have these blessings.  He fulfills all 

the conditions.  Perfectly.  Permanently.  Guaranteed.  It’s not based on your 

performance.  It’s based on Jesus’ performance.  Because Jesus is our 

permanent priest, we have security and permanence in our relationship with God.  

And this is all by God’s oath – his solemn promise. 

     So how do we know Jesus is our permanent priest?  Because Jesus was 

appointed a priest forever by God’s oath.  How else do we know? 
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2. Jesus is our permanent priest because he continues forever. 

     Look at verses 23-24.  “The former priests were many in number, because 

they were prevented by death from continuing in office, but he holds his 

priesthood permanently, because he continues forever.”  Here again the author 

contrasts Jesus with the Levitical priests.  He states the obvious.  The Levitical 

priests were limited by death.  First there was Aaron.  Then he died.  Then 

Eleazar.  Then he died.  Then Phineas.  Then he died.  And on and on went the 

succession of high priests.  It’s been estimated that there were 83 high priests 

from Aaron to the destruction of the temple in 70 AD.  Death was inevitable for 

every OT priest and hence their priesthood was impermanent. 

     But Jesus holds his priesthood permanently because he continues forever.  

“Continuing forever” refers to Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.  His priesthood 

continues because he conquered death.  In fact, to say his priesthood continues 

is not strong enough.  The author uses a word that means his priesthood is 

inviolable, unbreakable, or permanent.  Jesus is a permanent priest because he 

continues forever. 

     U.S. supreme court justices receive lifetime appointments.  Some choose to 

retire before they die.  But technically they continue as a supreme court justice 

until death.  For some we hope that death comes sooner not later.  Just kidding!   

The point is, if a supreme court justice continued forever, they would continue to 

be a supreme court justice.  It’s the same for Jesus’ appointment as high priest.  

He holds his priesthood permanently because he continues forever. 

     The singularity and permanency of Jesus’ priesthood is significant.  It 

demonstrates that Jesus is God’s full and final provision and revelation.  Recall 

the author of Hebrews begins, “in these last days God has spoken to us 

through his Son…”  What further provision or revelation could there be?  That 

means that Islam, Mormonism, and other religions that claim to be the fulfillment 

of God’s provision and revelation are wrong.  Jesus is the Son of God who is the 

permanent priest because he continues forever. 
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     And because his priesthood continues forever, verse 25 says, “Consequently, 

he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, 

since he always lives to make intercession for them.”  One of the author’s great 

concerns in Hebrews is fellowship with God.  He insists that true fellowship with 

God, genuine access to God, is only possible through Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the 

permanent priest and it’s only through his once-for-all sacrifice on the cross that 

we can draw near to God.  And when we do, he is able to “save to the uttermost.”  

What do we need to be saved from?  First and foremost, from God’s judgment 

over our sin.  God is holy and we are not.  Approaching him in our sinful condition 

would be like approaching the sun.  We would disintegrate.  But Jesus is “able to 

save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him.”   

     The word uttermost means “completely” and “forever.”  That means there 

is no possibility of earning or supplementing our salvation by doing good.  Jesus, 

our permanent priest, is able to save you completely and forever.  It doesn’t 

matter who you are or what you’ve done.  Whether you had or encouraged an 

abortion, whether you stole money, whether you are addicted to porn, whether 

you gossiped about a friend, whether you had sex with your girlfriend, whether 

you lied to your parents, whether you have spoken hateful words to your spouse 

– Jesus is able to save you completely and forever.  Permanently.  You simply 

need to turn to him in faith.  For the first time or afresh this morning!  

     One more thing about this great phrase, “Jesus is able to save completely and 

forever.”  It’s in the present tense.  It’s not just that we “have been saved” – 

although we have.  But we are also “being saved” (1 Cor. 15:2).  Through Jesus’ 

permanent priesthood he grows our relationship with him.   

     How does Jesus accomplish this?  Certainly, through his substitutionary 

atonement on the cross.  But verse 25 also adds, “he is able to save to the 

uttermost those who draw near to God since he always lives to make 

intercession for them.”  Jesus is our permanent priest – a living priest who grows 

our relationship through prayer.   
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     He prays for growth in obedience as you face temptations – temptations to 

look at porn, to be anxious and fearful, to sinful anger, or whatever.  His grace 

not only gives pardon but gives power for obedience.   

     He prays for growth in faith as you face your sins and failures.  You need faith 

to confess your sin and to believe that in Christ you have forgiveness.   

     He prays for growth as you face suffering.   That you grow more confident that 

you are not alone.  More confident that even your suffering has a good purpose.  

More confident that one day all your suffering will seem momentary and light in 

comparison to glory.    

   Jesus, your permanent priest, is praying for you now!  And he constantly prays 

for you so that your relationship with God grows moment-by-moment, day-by-

day, year-by-year, and forever!  He is able to save you completely and forever 

since he always lives to make intercession for you.           

     So far, the author has given two reasons that we can know Jesus is our 

permanent priest.  First, he is a permanent priest because of God’s oath.  

Second, he is a permanent priest because he continues forever.  Finally, Jesus is 

a permanent priest because of his perfection. 
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3. Jesus is our permanent priest because of his perfection. 

     Perfection is the highest degree of excellence.  That’s how the author 

describes Jesus in verse 26, “For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a 

high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above 

the heavens.”  Jesus is our permanent priest because of his perfection.      

     The author describes Jesus’ perfections in vivid terms.  Jesus is “holy.”  He is 

without sin.  In Hebrews we’re told that Jesus was “made perfect.”  Not that 

Jesus was ever imperfect in the sense that he had done wrong.  The idea is that, 

in his humanity, he experienced life as we do and yet, over and over, proved his 

obedience.  In that sense, Jesus was made perfect.  And so, Jesus is “holy.”  He 

is also “innocent,” or “blameless.”  He carries no guilt.  And he is “unstained” or 

“pure.”  The implication is that the OT priests are the opposite: sinful, guilty, and 

stained.  And so are you and me.  So, all of us, are united as sinners.   

     But because Jesus is holy, innocent, and unstained, he is “separated from 

sinners.”  He is in a class by himself.  Perfect.  In fact, he is “exalted above the 

heavens.”  This is likely a reference to Jesus’ resurrection, ascension, and 

glorification at the right hand of God.  Jesus is perfect and therefore not just a 

person from the past but also a person of the present and the future.  His 

perfection makes him our permanent priest.  Past, present, and future. 

     Because Jesus is perfect, he is able to offer the perfect sacrifice.  Look at 

verse 27, “He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first 

for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this once for all 

when he offered up himself.”  The OT priests had to offer sacrifices daily.  First, 

for their own sin.  They needed forgiveness and cleansing before they could offer 

sacrifices for anyone else.  And this happened day after day, week after week, 

and year after year.  The repetition itself speaks to the imperfection and 

impermanence of these sacrifices.  But Jesus is perfect, so his sacrifice of 

himself was a perfect “once-for-all” sacrifice.  Once-for-all speaks of its 

uniqueness and permanence.     

     I’m really not much of an NBA guy, but I came across a site called “Find your 

perfect NBA draft prospect.”  It helps you find the perfect pick in the NBA draft for 
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your team.  You input your team’s most pressing needs and then it outputs the 

names of prospects that match your needs.  So, my first need was “Rim 

Protection.”  My second need was “Athleticism.”  My third need was “Quickness.”  

I pushed the button and it returned a list of names that best met these needs.  At 

the top of the list is a guy named Zion Williamson.  He rated a perfect “10” in all 

three categories.  He’s the perfect NBA draft prospect based on my team needs.     

     The author of Hebrews does something similar.  It might be called “find your 

perfect priest.”  As humans, our deepest need is to be reconciled to our holy 

God.  We were created for fellowship with God.  But our sin has separated us 

from him.  We need forgiveness, holiness, and future deliverance.   

     The qualities of a priest who perfectly meets our need are threefold.  This 

priest would need to be fully human, fully holy, and fully God.  Fully human 

because for a substitute to be effective it must be an appropriate equivalent.  

Fully holy because God is holy and only a holy human can enjoy fellowship with 

God.  Fully God because only God is of infinite value and worth.  So, only a 

sacrifice of infinite value can satisfy God’s infinite justice.   

     Jesus is just such a high priest.  That’s why the author says, “it was indeed 

fitting that we should have such a high priest.”  Jesus is the priest we need.  

He is fully God, fully human, and fully holy.  Thus, he is both our perfect priest 

and our permanent priest.  Through his perfect sacrifice we have forgiveness.  

Through his perfect life we have holiness.  Through his perfect sacrifice we are 

delivered from God’s judgment.  Jesus’ perfect life, once-for-all death, and 

resurrection perfectly meet our need and guarantee God’s New Covenant 

blessings.  Intimate access and complete forgiveness.  Permanently.  Jesus is 

our permanent priest because of his perfection.  Why wouldn’t you choose him? 
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     The real question isn’t why wouldn’t we choose Christ, but why would he 

choose us?  Why would he choose to live and die for us?  The answer is love.  

God is a God of relationships.  The triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – 

was moved by a love that was determined to do everything necessary to save us 

completely and forever.  Through Jesus, our permanent priest, we have 

permanency, security, and intimacy in our relationship with God.    

 
Conclusion 

     The author of Hebrews summarizes in verse 28, “For the law appoints men in their 

weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, 

appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.”  The law appointed men to serve 

as high priests.  But these men were characterized by weakness.  They were sinful and 

limited by death.  This priesthood was marked by impermanence and insecurity.  And 

this priesthood has been annulled because of its weakness.   

     A new order of priesthood has been inaugurated by God’s oath.  “The Lord has 

sworn and will not change his mind, ‘You are a priest forever, after the order of 

Melchizedek.”  Jesus is this priest.  He’s our permanent priest because of God’s oath, 

because he continues forever, and because of his perfection.  He’s the priest that 

guarantees our fellowship with God and once-for-all forgiveness of sin.  This priesthood 

is marked by permanence and security.  He’s the priest that truly meets our deepest 

need!  And any need.  What’s your need today?  Bring it to your permanent priest.       


