
Mission of GCF part 2  

Gospel  

 

1. Announcement about serving in production…  

 

2. Preamble…  

a. New mission statement…  

 

i. Statement- “GCF exists to glorify God through gospel centered worship, evangelism, 

discipleship, and community.” 

 

ii. Infographic-   

 

b. This morning is part 2…  

 

3. Prayer…  

 

4. Introduction…  

 

a. Many Christians have jumped on the “gospel centered” band wagon…  

i. I’m sure you have heard of…  

ii. Gospel centered schools.  

iii. Gospel centered books.  

iv. Gospel centered children’s ministry.  

v. Gospel centered lawn care.  

vi. Gospel centered pet care. 

vii. Gospel centered yoga…   

viii. Ok, I made a few of those “ministries” up…  

ix. But you get the idea.   

x. The phrase “gospel centrality” is slapped on so many things that it has lost all meaning. 

 

xi. As a result, we almost did not include it in our mission statement.     

 

b. So, what exactly is a gospel centered church???   

 

c. Let me get at it this way…  there are many types of churches in America.   

 

d. There are gospel denying churches.  

i. These are churches that deny the gospel…  

ii. LDS, Christian Science, JW 

iii. Liberal churches that deny penal substitution…   

 

b. Gospel redefining churches.  

i. These are churches that redefine the gospel as the good news of health, wealth, and 

prosperity or social justice…  

 

c. Gospel assuming churches.  

i. These churches are orthodox. 

ii. But, the gospel is left out of sermons, since the pastors assume that their people already 

know the gospel.   

 

iii. Instead, they address felt needs.  



1. Five steps to a better marriage 

2. Three steps to financial freedom…  

3. Ten tips on better communication.   

 

iv. When Jesus is mentioned he is a means to an end, he is there to help you meet your life 

goals!  

 

d. Gospel embarrassed churches…  

i. These churches are afraid that they will scare away seekers if they mention the blood of 

Jesus, God’s righteous wrath, repentance, and hell…  

 

e. Gospel committed churches.  

i. These churches know how to define the gospel very carefully, using all the right 

theological terms.    

ii. They are even committed to defending the gospel.  

iii. They frequently make alter calls at the ends of their meetings…  

iv. But…  they assume that the Gospel is only for unbelievers…   

v. Once the gospel is explained to unbelievers, the pastor moves on to other things…   

 

vi. So far, none of these churches are gospel centered!!!    

 

f. Gospel centered churches.  

i. So, what is a gospel centered church?  

ii. What does it mean that GCF is gospel centered?  

iii. This is the main question of this sermon.    

iv. To help us answer this question we will look at three aspects of Gospel centrality  

 

e. The heart of gospel centrality! 

f. The essence of gospel centrality!    

g. The particulars of gospel centrality!  

 

i. Before I go any further, let me give credit where credit is due… my thinking on this topic 

has been greatly shaped by Tim Keller, JD Greear, and Tony Merida. You will hear 

echoes of their thinking in this sermon.     

 

 

1. The heart of gospel centrality.  

a. What is the heart of gospel centrality?  The gospel….   

 

i. 1 Corinthians 15:1–5 (ESV) — 1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I 

preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being 

saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I 

delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins 

in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 

day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 

twelve.  

 

b. exposition  

i. Paul says, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you (v. 1).  

1. The word gospel literally means good news.  (it appears 133 times in the NT) 

 



2. The word gospel was a secular word…  King’s sent messengers throughout their 

empires to proclaim/gospel their victories over their enemies.  

 

ii. He carefully defines the gospel in verse 3.  

 

1. 1 Corinthians 15:3 (ESV) — 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what 

I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,  

 

2. The very heart of the gospel is summed up in five key words in verse 3.  

 

a. “Christ died for our sins” 

 

3. He did not merely die for you, he died instead of you… (key)  

 

4. This implies that we deserved to die physically and spiritually because of our sins.  

 

5. Theologians call this the doctrine of penal substitution.  

 

6. This is the heart and soul of Christianity… Christianity in five words.  

 

c. Illustration-  

i. Option one page 35 of center church… tale of two cities…  

 

ii. “I haven’t been in school for years, but I still have nightmares about being unprepared for 

a final exam—showing up only to find out that today is the day 80 percent of my grade is 

determined and that I had forgotten all about it. Imagine with me: your professor 

announces that your final exam is to write an essay identifying the three different kinds of 

atomic isotopes and discussing the varying electromagnetic qualities distinguishing them. 

The thing is, you don’t have the foggiest idea what he is talking about—you vaguely 

remember some song about being home on the range where the deer and the isotope play, 

but you’re pretty sure he’s talking about something else. Fast-forward ninety painful 

minutes, and you take the long, lonely walk up to the professor’s desk at the front of the 

auditorium. You reach out to turn in your failing essay. But then something happens. Just 

as the pages of your scribbled nonsense are about to hit the professor’s inbox, a classmate 

that you have never met reaches out, grabs your exam, marks out your name, and prints 

his own name. Then he writes your name on his exam. Then he turns both in. The grades 

come back. You pass. He fails. You get credit for his and he takes the blame for yours.” 

(Greear)  

 

d. Application 

i. On the cross Jesus took all of our guilt and shame on his shoulders…  

 

ii. One author writes,  

 

1. “He suffered your curse so you could inherit his righteousness (Gal. 3:13). He 

was clothed with shame so you could sit at the seat of honor (Heb. 12:2). He was 

struck down so you could be lifted up (Isa. 53:3–4). The Father turned his face 

away from Jesus so that he could turn his face toward you (Matt. 27:46). He lived 

the life you were supposed to live and died the death you were condemned to die 

so that you could have the reward he deserved—eternal life in the presence of 

God (Col. 3:4).” (Greear)  

 



iii. Because Jesus suffered and died in our place, and then rose from the grave, there is 

nothing left for us to do.  

 

1. Every other religion is spelled with two letters “D-o”  

a. Do this 

b. Say this  

c. Don’t do that  

d. Pray this  

e. Chant that 

f. Visit this place  

g. And you will be accepted.  

 

2. Christianity is spelled with four letters “d-o-n-e”  

a. Jesus lived, died, and rose again.  

b. He completed the work of salvation.  

c. It is done!!!  

d. There is nothing more for you to do. You simply believe….  

 

e. In light of this, one author writes,  

 

f. “In his final moments on the cross, Jesus cried out, “It is finished!” Not, “I 

got it started, now you take over.” All the doing necessary to save has 

already been done.” (Greear)  

 

  

iv. This means that the gospel is not the good news of faith plus…  

 

1. I’m a Christian by faith plus going to church…  

2. Faith in Christ plus reading my Bible …  

3. Faith in Christ plus giving away my money…  

4. Faith in Christ plus avoiding certain activities…  

 

5. Repenting of bad deeds and good deeds done to make us acceptable to God.  

 

v. The good news is that we are made right with God through faith alone in Christ our sin 

barer…  

 

vi. This is the good news that can transform your life and turn the world upside down.  

 

vii. Some of you are thinking, “Dave, I know what the gospel is, but what is gospel centrality.  

This brings us to the next point.”  

 

e. The heart of gospel centrality…  

 

2. The essence of gospel centrality  

 

a. What is the very essence of gospel centrality?  

 

i. Gospel centered churches assume that Christians need the gospel just as much as non-

Christians need the gospel.  

 



ii. Said another way, gospel centered churches assume that Christians will never move on 

from the gospel.  

 

iii. Said another way, gospel centered churches assume that the gospel is the engine that 

drives the Christian life.  

 

 

b. Paul made this assumption constantly-  

 

 

i. Paul continually reminds Christians of the gospel.  

 

1. 1 Corinthians 15:1–2 (ESV) — 1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the 

gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which 

you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you 

believed in vain.  

 

2. 2 Timothy 2:7–9 (ESV) — 7 Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you 

understanding in everything. 8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the 

offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering, bound 

with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! 

 

 

ii. Paul continually preaches the gospel to Christians.  

1. Romans 1:13–15 (ESV) — 13 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I 

have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order 

that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles. 

14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to 

the foolish. 15 So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.  

 

iii. Paul continually taught gospel centered sanctification.  

1. Titus 2:11–12 (ESV) — 11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation 

for all people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to 

live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age,  

 

iv. Paul’s only boast was in the gospel  

1. Galatians 6:14 (ESV) — 14 But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the 

world.  

 

v. Paul only wanted to study one thing; the gospel 

1. 1 Corinthians 2:2 (ESV) — 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except 

Jesus Christ and him crucified.  

 

c. Illustration:  

i. “Of the 538 different variations of Batman my generation has had to endure, I think 

Christopher Nolan’s 2005 megahit, Batman Begins, is the best one. In it, young Bruce 

Wayne falls down an old well that apparently had been covered up for years. The 

surrounding brush had grown over so much that the opening to the well was completely 

invisible. It wasn’t until years later that Bruce returned to the well. What he found was it 

was actually the entry to a vast, underground cave with unspeakable treasures and the 

secrets to becoming “the Batman.” There was so much more to Wayne Manor than what 



could be found above ground. To experience the full riches of the Wayne family estate, 

one needed to go deeper. This is how we must treat the gospel. We may think we see and 

understand all that’s on the surface of the gospel message, but there’s more to be 

discovered in the depths.” (Greear)  

 

 

d. Application:  

i. For Paul…  

1. The gospel was not just the freshmen accounting class that all business majors 

have to take during college. It was the entire degree program plus the campus.  

 

2. The gospel was not just the diving board leading into the pool.  It was the entire 

pool.  

 

3. The gospel was not just the milk fed to babies who can’t eat meat. It was the milk, 

the meat, the potatoes, the wine, and the dessert.    

 

4. We are saved by believing the gospel, AND we are transformed into Christ’s 

image by applying the gospel to every area of life.   

 

5. As a Christian, you will never reach a stage in your life when you need to stop 

applying the implications of the gospel to your life.  

 

 

ii. Why was Paul so gospel centered?  

1. Answer… Paul wanted spiritual power, and he knew where to find it.  

 

2. One author writes,  

a. “The gospel is the one thing in the New Testament, other than Jesus 

himself, that is referred to directly as the power of God. Not contains the 

power of God. Not channels the power of God. The gospel is itself the 

raw, unstoppable, death-defeating power of God.” (Greear)  

 

3. Romans 1:16 (ESV) — 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power 

of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 

Greek.  

 

iii. I’m not sure what your issues are… but we all need more power to say no to sin and 

honor God with our lives.   

 

1. We don’t need more self-help.  

2. We don’t need more programs. 

3. We don’t need new techniques.   

4. We don’t need a better understanding of psychology…  

5. We don’t need to nail down our enneagram number…  

 

6. We need the power of God in the gospel…  

 

e. Transition…  

i. Some of you are thinking, “I think I understand the essence of gospel centrality, but what 

does it look like?  This brings us to our last point…  

 



f. The heart of gospel centrality 

g. The essence of gospel centrality  

 

3. The particulars of gospel centrality.   

 

a. Gospel centrality is not just a slogan, it is incredibly practical…   

 

b. Almost all of our problems are due to the fact that we are not believing something about the 

gospel…   

 

c. Examples  

i. Discouragement and Depression  

1. Depression has many causes…  

2. But in my experience, people are often depressed because they can’t have 

something they really want-  

a. Respect from others  

b. The perfect body…  

c. Etc…  

3. The gospel tells us that through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus we have 

the one thing that matters most…  relationship with God.   

 

ii. Anxiety/contentment  

1. We are anxious, because we are afraid that we will lose something; health, 

money, safety, respect, children, etc…  

2. We want these things so bad, they become idols.  

3. God has given us his own son…  what good thing will he withhold from us…  

 

iii. Giving  

1. 2 Corinthians 8:7–9 (ESV) — 7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in 

speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you 

excel in this act of grace also. 8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the 

earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. 9 For you know the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, 

so that you by his poverty might become rich.  

 

iv. Marriage  

1. Ephesians 5  

2. “Husbands love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave him up for her…”  

 

v. Parenting 

1. The cross shows us what our kids deserve.  Which should motivate us to 

discipline them.  

2. The cross also shows us how affectionate God has been towards us, so we should 

lavish our kids with affection.  

 

vi. Helping the poor 

1. Jesus reached out to us in our state of spiritual poverty and brokenness.   

 

vii. Evangelism  

1. We do not evangelize because we are proud.  

2. We evangelize out of love 

3. We can evangelize because we are not afraid of rejection…  



4. We evangelize humbly because we are aware of what our sins deserve.  

 

viii. Racism  

1. Our race is not morally superior to any other race…  

2. We are all saved by grace alone…   

3. The cross is the great destroyer of racism.  

4. Romans 3:10, 23  

5. Gal 3:28   

 

ix. Motivation for holiness  

1. Titus 2:12  

a. “The grace of God teaches us to say no to sin…”  

b. Because of the gospel, the power of sin has been broken in us.  

c. The cross tells us how much God hates sin.  

 

x. Joy and humor  

1. Because of the gospel we can laugh at ourselves  

2. We often take ourselves and our reputation way too seriously.  

3. When we are secure in God’s acceptance through the gospel, we can laugh at the 

stupid things we do and say…  

4. Someone who can’t laugh at themselves is not applying the gospel to their lives.  

 

xi. Authority  

1. Jesus submitted to godless authority 

2. Furthermore, Jesus submitted to his father. 

3. We are called to submit to the civil authorities, bosses, elders’, spouses, and 

parents…  

 

xii. Relating to Parents  

1. Some of you are still trying to meet your parents’ expectations. 

2. This burden is hard to live with…  

3. Jesus Christ has made God your heavenly father.  

4. This means that we don’t have to be overly dependent on our parents approval nor 

hostile to our parents…  

 

xiii. Criticism  

1. The cross has already criticized me…  

2. It says that I’m so bad that the son of God had to be murdered for me to be 

forgiven.. 

3. It also says that I’m so loved that Jesus died for me personally…  

4. No one can criticize us more than the cross.  

 

xiv. Sexual purity  

1. Our culture views sexuality as an appetite to be quenched…  

2. Religious people see sex as dirty…  

3. Christian Sexuality is supposed to reflect the self-giving attitude of Jesus Christ.  

He gave himself to the church completely without conditions.  

 

xv. Friendships (feeling left out)  

1. We don’t need people’s approval…  

2. We don’t ignore people, we love them, since God loved us…   

3. We don’t use others and we don’t let ourselves be used…  



 

xvi. The gospel is incredibly good news for every sanctification issue we face.  And let’s face 

it, most of our issues are sanctification issues. 

   

 

4. Conclusion 

a. We have looked at three things-  

i. The heart of gospel centrality  

ii. The essence of gospel centrality  

iii. The particulars of gospel centrality.  

 

b. Let’s bring it full circle….  

 

i. This sermons series is on our mission statement.  Our mission is “GCF exists to glorify 

God through gospel centered worship, evangelism, discipleship, and community.”  

 

1. Infographic…  

 

ii. Gospel centered worship 

iii. Gospel centered evangelism  

iv. Gospel centered discipleship  

v. Gospel centered community.  

 

vi. We will unpack each one of these in the next four weeks.  

 

c. Let’s pray…   

 


