
Our mission together  

Part 1 

 

1. Sermon preamble:   

a. A few years ago, a wealthy business owner visited GCF…  

i. Afterwards he cornered me and asked me, “What is GCF all about???” 

ii. He really pressed me.  He wanted to know, “the very essence or the heart and soul of GCF?”  

iii. In other words, “what makes GCF what it is???”    

iv. What would you say if someone asked you these questions?  

v. Hopefully our mission statement answers these questions?   

 

b. Our old statement: 

i. GCF exists to glorify God by forming Christ in a growing church.  

 

1. This is a good statement that served us well over the years.  

2. But… people often wondered what the phrases “forming Christ” and “growing church” 

meant.     

3. Furthermore, our old statement did not mention evangelism and discipleship (Matt. 
28:18-20).  

4. Plus, people wondered why the gospel was absent from our mission statement?   

5. What about our small groups and our corporate worship?  This is a huge part of our 

DNA?  

6. In light of these questions we thought it was time to update our mission statement.  

 

c. Our new statement:   

i. GCF exists to Glorify God through gospel centered worship, evangelism, discipleship, and 

community.  

 

ii. Place the mission statement diagram here…  

 

iii. This statement has six key components. Over the next six weeks we will look at each component 

in detail…  

 

d. Prayer for illumination:  

i. Please join me in prayer….  

 

2. Sermon Introduction:  

a. Why did God create beaches?   

b. Why did God create rainbows and sunsets?  

c. Why did God create planet earth?   

d. Why did God create billions of galaxies?   

e. Why did God create human beings?  

f. Why did God create the church?  

g. Why did God create anything?  

h. Why does God do anything at all?  

i. These are very important questions.  

 

j. Here is the answer.  All that God does he does for his glory.  This brings us to the first part of our mission 

statement.  

 
i. “GCF exists to glorify God…”  

 

k. To help us understand the first part of our mission statement we will look at three things…  

 

i. The purpose of God 



ii. The purpose of the church  
iii. The strategy of the church  

 

1. First, the purpose of God.  

 

a. What is God’s ultimate purpose? To glorify himself!   

 

i. Before I defend this biblically, I need to define the word glory!  

 

b. What is God’s glory?   

i. God’s glory is the shining forth or display of all his attributes.   

 

ii. John Hannah writes, the word “glory is used to express God’s internal qualities or attributes.  It 

refers to such essential aspects of his being as excellency, dignity, worthiness, greatness, or 

beauty….  Another important use of the term is the display or shining out of God’s internal 

qualities.  Used this way, ‘the glory of God’ can imply a visible exhibition, and effulgent 

brightness, or a display of his excellencies.”  (Hannah, 15)  

 
 

c. Illustrations  

i. The glory of Beethoven shines forth in his symphonies.   

ii. The glory of Rembrandt shines forth in his paintings.   

iii. The glory of Hitchcock shines forth in his movies. 

iv. The glory of Agatha Christie shines forth in her novels.    

v. The glory of Steve Jobs shines forth in ipads, iphones, and mac book airs.  

vi. The glory of Russell Wilson shines forth on the football field, especially when he is under 

pressure.   

 

d. The glory of God is the shining forth or display of his attributes.  

 

e. Does the Bible really teach that God does all things to manifest or display his glory? YES!!! 

 

i. Romans 11:33–36 (ESV) — 33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 34 “For who has known the 

mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Or who has given a gift to him that he 

might be repaid?” 36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 

forever. Amen.  

 

1. From him…  God is the source of creation   

2. Through him…  God is the agent of creation  

3. To him… God’s glory is the purpose of creation  

4. “All things” means all things in the universe…   

 

ii. God created the heavens and the earth to display his own glory.  

1. Psalm 19:1–2 (ESV) — 1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above 

proclaims his handiwork. 2 Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals 

knowledge.  

 

iii. God created us for his glory.  

1. Isaiah 43:7 (ESV) — 7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my 

glory, whom I formed and made.”  

 

iv. God predestined us to be saved for his own glory…  

1. Ephesians 1:5–6 (ESV) — 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through 

Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, 

with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.  



 

v. God sanctifies us for his glory.  

1. Philippians 1:9–11 (ESV) — 9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and 

more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is excellent, 

and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.  

 

vi. Christ will return for God’s glory…  

1. 2 Thessalonians 1:9–10 (ESV) — 9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal 

destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 10 when 

he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who 

have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.  

 

vii. God is incredibly God centered…  

1. Have you ever wondered why the universe is so vast?  

2. There are over 150 billion galaxies.  

3. Planet earth is infinitesimally small. 

 
4. Clearly the universe is not meant to display the greatness of man but the greatness of God 

and the smallness of man.   

 

viii. Summary- God does all things for his own glory…  and these verses are just the tip of a massive 

biblical iceberg.     

 

 

f. Objection  

 

i. If God created all things for his glory, isn’t God incredibly vain/egocentric?   

 

1. Imagine me saying, I do all things for my own glory!!!  

  

a. I preach for my own glory  

b. I dress for my own glory 

c. I talk for my own glory  

d. I drive for my own glory  

e. I spank my kids for my own glory  

f. I mow my grass for my own glory 

g. Etc…  

 

2. But…  Think about it this way…  God is perfect, right, and just in all his ways.  

Therefore, he must place the greatest value on, or give the most esteem to, that one thing 

in the universe that is worthy of the greatest value or esteem.  What is worthy of the 

greatest value, worth, and esteem in the universe?  God himself.  If God were to esteem 

something else more than himself it would be an injustice.   

 

3. My wife and I were in Florida a while ago…  we stayed in a nice 1-bedroom condo on 

the beach with an ocean breeze…  on the way to our condo we drove by several 10-

15,000 square foot mansions…  It would not be right for a home appraiser to place a 

higher value on a 1-bedroom condo built in the 80s than a 20 bedroom, 40,000 square 

foot mansion on the beach.   

 

4. God is the most glorious being in the universe, therefore God alone is worthy of all glory 

and praise in the universe.   

 

g. Illustration…  driving to Joe and Jen’s and crossing the continental divide.   

 



i. According to john Piper this is the continental divide of theology.  

 

1. “If you really believe this all rivers of your thinking run toward God.  If you do not, all 

rivers run toward man.  Settling this issue is worth many nights of prayer and months of 

study.”  (Piper, God’s passion for his Glory, 141)  

 

2. This perspective changes everything.   

 

ii. God’s glory is currently being diminished in the American church today.   

 

1. God’s glory is diminished when God is a seen as a means to an end…  

a. If you trust Jesus, you will have a better marriage and happier kids...  

b. If you trust Jesus, you will be healthy, wealthy, and wise…  

c. If you trust Jesus, you will have your best life now…  

 

2. God’s glory is diminished when his love is magnified yet his justice is ignored…  

3. God’s glory is diminished when his name is attached to an American political party…  

4. God’s glory is diminished when corporate worship is devoid of doctrinal content… 

5. God’s glory is diminished when preachers fail to preach the whole counsel of God… 

6. God’s glory is diminished when the churches capitulate to cultural pressure…   

7. God’s glory is diminished when the church lives just like the world…  

 

8. Isaiah 48:11 (ESV) — 11 For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should my 

name be profaned? My glory I will not give to another.  

 

iii. Application:  

 

1. We want GCF to be incredibly God-centered, not man-centered.  

 

2. Every church is going to err on one side or the other.  

 

3. We want to err on the side of making much of God, even if that means disappointing 

people, persecution, jail, or death.   

 

4. This means our primary goals are not to build a huge church, make people feel good 

about themselves, win the culture wars, or be well thought of by the world… 

 

5. Our primary goal is to glorify God!!!   

 

iv. We have looked at God’s purpose but what does this have to do with the church? This brings us 

to the second point.  
 

h. First, the purpose of God.  

 

2. Second, the purpose of the Church.  

 

a. What is the purpose of the church?  To glorify God!!!  

 

b. We can’t really understand this without looking at the history of salvation as it stretches across the Bible. 



  
i. The Bible is not primarily a list of does and don’ts.  Furthermore, the Bible is not a theological 

encyclopedia. The Bible is a story.  A Grand story of God redeeming a people for his own glory.  

ii. This all started with one man, Abraham… (in roughly 2000 BC) 

iii. Abraham has Isaac.  

iv. Isaac has Jacob and Esau.  

v. Jacob has 12 sons who become the 12 tribes of Israel.  

vi. The 12 tribes are God’s very own, unique people.  

vii. The twelve tribes of Israel go down to Egypt during a time of famine and end up staying there.  

viii. 400 years later, they are still there, but now they are enslaved to Pharaoh.   

ix. Then God raises up Moses to save his people.  

x. Why does God save them from Egyptian bondage?   

xi. Over and over again the Bible tells us that God creates and redeems Israel to display his glory to 

the nations.  

xii. Here are just two of hundreds of examples-  

 

1. Ezekiel 36:22 (ESV) — 22 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord 

GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of 

my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came.  

 

2. Isaiah 48:8–11 (ESV) — 8 You have never heard, you have never known, from of old 

your ear has not been opened. For I knew that you would surely deal treacherously, and 

that from before birth you were called a rebel. 9 “For my name’s sake I defer my anger; 

for the sake of my praise I restrain it for you, that I may not cut you off. 10 Behold, I 

have refined you, but not as silver; I have tried you in the furnace of affliction. 11 For my 

own sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should my name be profaned? My glory I 

will not give to another.  

 

xiii. God created a people to display his glory, but they were a miserable failure.  They sinned over 

and over and over again…   

xiv. Something radical had to be done…  

xv. Someone had to come…  Jesus had to come.  

 

c. The people of God in the new testament.  

i. Why did Jesus come???  Not because…  

ii. Jesus came to earth primarily to create a people that would glorify God.   

iii. Notice carefully what I just said, Jesus did not come primarily to save individuals, he came 

primarily to create a people, a group, or a nation that would glorify God’s great name.  

iv. How did he do this? Through dying and rising from the grave.  

 

d. Let me explain???  

i. The reason the Israelites failed to glorify God is because they kept sinning…  on the cross Jesus 

broke the power of sin for every member of the church.  

ii. The Israelites lacked spiritual power…  after the resurrection Jesus poured out the Holy Spirit on 

every member of the universal church, permanently…  

iii. The Israelites were unmotivated to obey God…  the cross and resurrection provide us with all the 

motive we need to live for God’s glory.  

iv. The Israelites could only experience God’s presence in the physical temple in Jerusalem…  the 

cross and resurrection ensure that God’s presence fills the church (the spiritual temple) whenever 

the saints gather (Eph. 1:23, Eph. 2:21-22, 3:21, 1 Cor. 14:25).  

 

e. Brining it full circle!  

i. Through Jesus life, death, and resurrection a holy nation is being created to proclaim the 

excellencies of God’s glory.  



ii. Speaking of the church…. 

 

iii. 1 Peter 2:9 (ESV) — 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 

his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 

darkness into his marvelous light.  

 

iv. Ephesians 1:5–6 (ESV) — 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus 

Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he 

has blessed us in the Beloved.  (notice the plural language)  

 

v. Ephesians 1:12 (ESV) — 12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the 

praise of his glory. (again, notice the plural language) 

 

vi. Ephesians 3:10–11 (ESV) — 10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might 

now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was according to 

the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord,  
 

vii. Ephesians 3:20–21 (ESV) — 20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that 

we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in 

Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.  

 

f. Application:  

i. God is creating a people, the church of Jesus Christ, for one primary reason! To glorify his great 

name.  

1. This is what life is all about.  

2. This is the big game…   

3. Joy, Satisfaction, and meaning are not found in acquiring more stuff, living in a nicer 

house, have well behaved kids, or the perfect body. 

4. Joy, satisfaction, and meaning are found in glorifying God through a local church.  

 

ii. If this is true, you need to through yourself into the life of a church.  

1. Become a member… it is not enough to simply attend…  

2. Get involved in a small group…  

3. Serve…  

4. Give…  

5. Build your life around the church not your job, sports, or something else.  

6. The church is the only enduring community…  

7. Build your lie around it…. what does this mean???  This may be a foreign concept for 

you.  

8. Etc…  

 

iii. But Dave, can’t I glorify God on my own?  

1. As individuals we can glorify God through  

a. Our personal godliness  

b. Our vocations  

c. Our families  

d. Etc…  

 

2. But you can glorify him on a whole new level through the church.  

3. God is a triune community… he exists as three in one. 

4. The church reflects the trinity…  the church exists as many members in one church.  

5. We glorify the life of the trinity as we love, serve, and care for one another…  

 

g. How does the church specifically glorify God?  This brings us to the third point!  



 

i. First, the purpose of God.  

ii. Second, the purpose of the church.  

 

3. Third, the strategy of the church  

a. What is the Bible’s strategy for glorifying God through the church?  

 

b. Businesses need business strategies…   

 

i. A business leader can’t just say, “we need to sell lots of products this year!!!” great, but how 

exactly are you going to do that??? 

  

ii. What is your strategy?  

 

iii. Chic Fil a is insanely successful…  

 
 

1. They are currently the third most profitable fast food chain in the country  

a. Behind McDonalds and Starbucks 

b. All though they have far fewer stores than both of these companies.  

 

2. They have gone from 4.6 billion in sales in 2012 to 10.5 billion dollars in sales in 2018. 

(six years doubled sales figures)  

 

3. They have grown every year except for 1982…  

4. They are the most profitable fast food chain store for store by far…  

5. They have a very specific strategy for success 

a. Great chicken sandwiches  

b. And an extremely difficult selection process for their store “operators”  

c. Last year there were close to 68,000 applications and 100 were chosen.  (0.15%) 

d. It is easier to get into Harvard.  

e. Each operator can only operate one store and they can’t have any other business 

ventures… 

f. This strategy is working.  

 

iv. Business leaders need business strategies…  

v. Coaches need coaching strategies…  

vi. Church’s need ministry strategies...  

 

vii. What is our strategy for glorifying God?   

 

viii. In at least four ways… each one of these topics will be a sermon in this series, so I will only 

briefly mention them here.  

 

 

c. Refer to chart…  

 

d. The church glorifies God through gospel centered worship, evangelism, discipleship, and community.  

 

e. Not only is it our strategy we think it is the Bible’s strategy…  

 

f. We have looked at three things- 

 

i. The purpose of God 



ii. The purpose of the church  

iii. The strategy of the church  

  
4. Conclusion:  

a. What is the purpose of life? 

 

b. I asked Siri what the meaning of life was and she took me to Wikipedia for some contemporary answers.   

 

i. In Monty Python’s film “the meaning of life,” there are several allusions to the meaning of life. 

At the end of the film the main character is handed an envelope containing the meaning of life.  

He opens it and reads the letter out loud, “well, it’s nothing very special.  Uh, try to be nice to 

people, avoid eating fat, read a good book every now and then, get some walking in, and try to 

live together in peace and harmony with people of all creeds and nations.”  

 

ii. In Bill and Ted's Excellent Adventure, the characters are asked how we should live our lives, and 

reply with a version of the golden rule `be excellent to each other' followed by 'party on, dudes!'. 

 

iii. In The Simpsons episode "Homer the Heretic", a representation of God agrees to tell Homer what 

the meaning of life is, but the show's credits begin to roll just as he starts to say what it is.[151] 

iv. If the human species evolved by accident from the swamp gas by completely random processes 

billions of years ago, life is meaningless.  According to this view, “A human being is merely 

another kind of animal, a trousered ape.”  “Professor Marvin Minsky has put it even more crassly: 

a man is just a machine made out of meat.”  If this is true human life has no objective or inherent 

meaning.  It is totally pointless.   

 

c. Although our culture is confused about the purpose of life the Bible is crystal clear.  

 

i. You were created to glorify God with your life…  and you can do this most effectively as you 

through yourself into a local church.  

ii. You have purpose and meaning…   

iii. What does this look like?  Come back for the rest of the series…  

iv. Lets pray…  
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