
Revelation 2-18-29 
Thyatira 

Intolerant of tolerance 
 

Announcements:  

 
 We NEED production volunteers this summer or we will not sing…  DESPERATE 
 
 Announce my schedule…  I will be out of the pulpit for the next six weeks… one month is my 
study leave.  This will be devoted to my doctoral program.  The last two weeks are vacation…  we 
have a great team of preachers lined up….   

 

 Announce youth group event next week…  Incredibles 2 on Wed night at 6:15 at Wandermere 
theatre followed by a party at the kershinar house…  
 
Introduction:  
 

 Different cultures value different things.   

 Some cultures value honesty above all else.  
 Some cultures value hard work above all else.  
 Some cultures value family above all else.  
 Other cultures value the elderly above all else.   
 What about our culture?   
 

 Increasingly our culture seems to value tolerance above all else.    
  
 Tolerance has become the chief virtue.  Although, tolerance means different things to different 
people.   
 
 According to many in our culture…  

 
If someone is intolerant they lack love.  
If someone is tolerant they are full of love.      

 
 But is it possible to be loving and intolerant at the same time?     

 

 This brings us to our text…   
  
 Jesus, motivated by love, rebuked the church in Thyatira for tolerating immorality.  
 
 Jesus knows that tolerating immorality is a deadly mistake that leads to destruction.  
 

 Therefore, he is passionately opposed to tolerating immorality.    

 
How about us?  Are we guilty of tolerating immorality?    

 
To help us understand Jesus message to Thyatira we will look at five things-  

 
 The churches coming judge.   

 The churches commendation.  
 The churches critique.   
 The churches challenge.   
 The churches comfort.   
 
First, the churches coming judge.   



 
 Who is the coming Judge?  The all-seeing son of God!    

 Revelation 2:18 (ESV) — 18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:  
 
 Thyatira, like the other six churches was located in modern day Turkey.  It had a population of 

around 25,000. It was the least impressive of the seven cities.  About the only thing worthy of note, 
were several prosperous trade guilds (similar to 20th century trade unions).  
 
 There were guilds for bakers, bronze workers, tanners, clothiers, cobblers, dyers, and potters. 
(Stott, 59).   
 

It was nearly impossible to prosper in business if not a member of a trade guild. 

 
 Revelation 2:18 (ESV) — 18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: ‘The words of 
the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze.  
 
 Jesus is the son of God who has eyes like a flame of fire…   

  

In the first century the only way to see in the dark was with a flaming torch in your right 
hand.  When Jesus is described as having eyes like flames of fire, John is saying that Jesus sees 
everything, even the things we do in the dark.   He knows all, and he sees all.  Nothing is hidden 
from him.  

 
He knows our motives, our words, our deeds, and our deepest, darkest, secrets.   

  
We also read that his feet are like burnished bronze. Bronze was the strongest metal of the 

time.  Bronze was used to make weapons of war.  This means that Jesus feet will crush all of his 
enemies under his feet on the day of judgment in the great winepress of God’s wrath.  See Rev. 
14:19ff, Rev. 1:12-15, Isa. 63:1-4.    
 

 Because Jesus sees everything Jesus has the right to judge everything.   
 
 Illustration:  
 
 I was a difficult child.  I got in trouble frequently.  When I got in trouble I would run to a dark 

corner of the house and cover up my eyes.  I believed that if I could not see my parents, they could 

not see me.    
 
 This was very naive.  Yet, I think some of us live our lives like 5-year-olds.  We think that 
since we can’t see God he can’t see us.  He can’t see what we are up too.  Don’t make this mistake.  
God sees everything.   
 

 He saw everything in Thyatira and he sees everything in your life.   

 
 Some people are very concerned about how much the NSA knows.  They have access to our 
web history, our current location, our credit card, our phone calls, our texts, our social media habits, 
our devices, and so much more, etc…   
 
 Should we fear the NSA?  God knows so much more than the NSA…  he knows the inner 

secrets of our hearts.   
 
 The NSA may be able to throw us in jail, but the risen Christ has power to punish us for all 
eternity.  He will crush his enemies with his feet of bronze.    
 
     



 Application:  
 Jesus sees what is happening at the church in Thyatira and he will judge them appropriately.   
 Jesus sees what is happening in your life…  he sees it all.   
 He knows about the careless words you spoke last week.  
 He knows about the websites you visited, the things you bought, the shows you watched.  
 He knows all about your lusts, greed, anger, jealousy, and anxiety.  

 
 This is really bad news for those who don’t know Jesus as savior.  If he is not your savior, he 
will crush you under his feet of bronze.   
 
 But he will spare all those who turn to him begging for mercy.     
 

 Not only does he see the bad things, he also sees the good things…  which brings us to the 
next point.  
 
 First, the churches coming judge.   

Second, the churches commendation.  

  

Christ commends the church in Thyatira for her love.   
 

 Revelation 2:19 (ESV) — 19 “ ‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and 
patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first.  
 
 Since Jesus sees all he is able to commend this church for their works, love, faith, service and 

endurance.    
   
 Christ also commends the church in Thyatira for her growth.    
 
 Revelation 2:19 (ESV) — 19 “ ‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and 
patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first.  

 
 Christ says, “that your latter words exceed the first.”  In other words, you are growing in 
grace, the works you are doing now exceed the works you did then.   
  
 Christian growth is good and right!   

 

 If Christians are not growing something is seriously wrong.    
 
 Illustration:  
 
 What would happen if my five year old son remained the size he is know his whole life?   
 

 Several Quaking aspens in my back yard.    

 One of them stopped growing a few years ago.   
 The bark is falling off and it has not produced leaves in two years.  
 All the branches are brittle.  More and more little branches fall off every day.  
 It is not growing, at all…  
 Something is seriously wrong.  It appears to be dead!!!  
 

 If a Christian has stopped growing something is wrong.  Why?  
 
 Application:   
  



 If you are a child of God you have been given a new nature, you are indwelled by the holy 
Spirit, the power of sin has been broken in you, you have been freed from the clutches of the devil.  
If all these things happened to you, you will grow.   
 
 Are you growing???   
 

Are you more generous now than you were five years ago?  Less attached to money and 
things?  

Do you pray more now than you did 7 years ago?  
Do you serve more than you did 3 years ago?   
We grow very slowly, but if we are alive in Christ we will grow.   

 

 The church in Thyatira is commended for growth.  But she had some issues that needed to be 
dealt with.  This brings us to the third point.   
 
 The churches coming judge.   
 The churches commendation.    
 
Third, the churches critique.   

 
 Christ critiques the church in Thyatira for her tolerance.   

 Revelation 2:20 (ESV) — 20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman 
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual 
immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols.  

 
 Christ critiques the church in Thyatira for tolerating Jezebel and her teaching.  Jezebel was not 
her real name.  More on that in a moment.   
 
 Jezebel was the name of the evilest women in the OT.   
 

She is found in the book of 1 Kings. She was the exceedingly wicked wife of the King of Israel 
named Ahab (1 Kings 16:33).  Ahab never should have married her, but he did.  She was from Sidon 
and she grew up worshipping Ashtaroth, who was the Phoenician equivalent of the Greek Goddess 
Aphrodite and the Roman Goddess Venus.  
  

 The religion of Ashtaroth strongly encouraged its adherents to participate in unbridled sexual 

immorality.   
 
 Jezebel persuaded Ahab to build a large temple to Ashtaroth inside the borders of Israel 
arousing the righteous anger of almighty God.    
   

Furthermore, she tried to kill all the priests of YHWH after hiring 850 of her own pagan priests.  

 

 She not only worshipped false Gods she was a murder, and she seemed to make it her life’s 
goal to destroy the religion of Israel.  
 
 She is quite possibly the evilest woman in the Bible.   
 
 Back to Thyatira and the 1st century.   

 
Christ condemns Thyatira for tolerating Jezebel, who lived 1000 years before this letter was 

written.  Again, Jezebel was not her real name.  How do we know?  First, no one would name their 
daughter Jezebel.  It would be like a 21st century Jew naming his son Hitler.  Second, names are 
often used symbolically in Revelation.   

 



With that said, more than likely there was a female in the church in Thyatira who was teaching 
the same things that Jezebel taught 1000 years earlier.     

 
The Jezebel in Thyatira found a way to convince the Christians in Thyatira to engage in sexual 

sin while eating food sacrificed to idols.     
 

Revelation 2:20 (ESV) — 20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman 
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual 
immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols.  
 

 More than likely this woman convinced some members of this church to participate in the 
trade guilds festivities.  

 
Part of being a member of a trade guild was worshipping the god of the guild.  This often 

involved eating food sacrificed to idols followed by drunkenness and wanton sexual immorality.   

She probably said….  “it is not a big deal to visit the trade guild feasts, God forgives, it does 
not matter what you do with your body, your soul is forgiven, etc…”  

 

The teaching of Jezebel was very similar to the teaching of the Balaamites and the Nicolaitans 
from last week.   (See 2:14)   

 
 
 Application:   
 

 Here is the main take away…    
 Christ rebuked the church in Thyatira for tolerating Jezebel and her immorality.   
  
 Specifically, sexual immorality.  
 
 How are we doing in this area???  

 
 Are we tolerating immorality in our church and in our own lives, specifically sexual 
immorality?   
 
 Discuss the plague of pornography (it is ruining marriages, families, sex lives, careers, 

children, etc…)   

 
 The shows we watch on HBO or NetFlix 
 
 The novels we read…  
 
 The church of Jesus Christ is guilty of tolerating sexual immorality…  the stats are staggering…  

I recently heard that up to 60% of American church goers view porn on a regular basis.  I hope this 

is not true but I’m afraid it may be true.   
 
 Maybe you think, “it is just a little porn or I close my eyes during the bad parts…”   
 
 You are tolerating sexual immorality…  
 

 The risen and reigning Christ sees everything, and he will crush you with his feet of bronze if 
you do not repent…   
 
 Holiness matters…   



 Galatians 5:19–21 (ESV) — 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 
impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, 
divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, 
that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  

 Holiness is God’s will for our lives…  

 1 Thessalonians 4:3 (ESV) — 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you 
abstain from sexual immorality;  

 God saved us for holiness….   

  Ephesians 1:4 (ESV) — 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love   

It is very loving of the risen Christ to being intolerant of Jezebel.   Why?  The sin of Jezebel 
the sin of sexual immorality ruins lives….  

 

God is not trying to destroy our joy, he is trying to maximize our joy…   
 
  What should we do if we have compromised?  This brings us to the fourth point…  
 
 The churches coming judge. 
 The churches commendation.  
 The churches critique.  

 
Fourth, the churches challenge.    
 
 Christ challenges the church to repent!   

 
Revelation 2:21–23 (ESV) — 21 I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her 

sexual immorality. 22 Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with 
her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her works, 23 and I will strike her 
children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will 
give to each of you according to your works.  

 
Jezebel and her followers (her children) were given a chance to repent and they did not, so 

God punished them with sickness and death.   
 
This reminds of the story of Annanias and Sapphira.   

 

Acts 5:1–6 (ESV) — 1 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of 
property, 2 and with his wife’s knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds and brought 

only a part of it and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your 
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While 
it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? 
Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.” 5 
When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all 
who heard of it. 6 The young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him.  

The same thing happens to Sapphira his wife a few moments later…  they were both struck 
dead for lying.   

Illustration:  Howard Carter….  



Does this seem harsh?  God is love…  sexual immorality ruins people’s lives, it is like a cancer, 
and cancer needs to be dealt with decisively.   

 
 Application:  
 
If you are tolerating immorality in your own life you must repent and if you do God will forgive 

if not he will crush you with his feet of bronze.   
 
Christ challenges the church to repent…   
 

 Christ challenges the church to hold fast!    

 Revelation 2:24–25 (ESV) — 24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this 

teaching, who have not learned what some call the deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay on 
you any other burden. 25 Only hold fast what you have until I come. 
 
  
 Thankfully, there are some in the church in Thyatira who have not been seduced by Jezebel.   

 

 He reminds them at the end of verse 24 to not add additional rules or burdens on the saints in 
Thyatira (probably a reference to Acts 15 and the Jerusalem counsel).   
 
 But then he reminds them to hold fast to what they have until he comes.   
 
 What do they have?  The have the gospel of Jesus Christ in all of its fullness, splendor, and sin 

destroying power.   
 
 Application:  
 
 We must hold fast to the gospel especially when sin is getting the best of us and we are 
feeling condemned.   

 
 What happens when we hold fast to the gospel?   This brings us to our last point…  

  The churches coming judge. 
 The churches commendation.  
 The churches critique.  

The churches challenge.    
 
Fifth, the churches comfort.    
 
 What is our comfort?   

 
Those who hold fast to the gospel will rule!  

 
Revelation 2:26–27 (ESV) — 26 The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the 

end, to him I will give authority over the nations, 27 and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as 
when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received authority from my Father.  

  
The risen Christ promises that the one who conquers and the one who keeps his works until 

the end will reign with him over the nations.   
 
In other words, the one who refuses to tolerate immorality, will rule over the nations with the 

risen Christ.   
 



What does it mean that we will share in Christ’s reign?  We don’t know for sure…  but we do 
know that heaven will not only be a place of explosive joy but also a place of responsibility and 
service.  

 
We must preserver to rule and reign with Christ.   
 

We are saved by faith alone, but faith does something to us, it changes us.  Faith encourages 
us to believe God’s promises, like the one in verse 26.   

 
Distinguish between grounds and proof of justification…   
 
Don’t hear this challenge to persevere and think, “I need to work harder to ensure I get 

saved.”  Instead think, “I need to believe more so that I will persevere in Godliness.”  
 
Those who hold fast to the gospel will rule….  
 
Those who hold fast to the gospel will receive the morning star.       
 
Revelation 2:26–27 (ESV) — 26 The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the 

end, to him I will give authority over the nations, 27 and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as 
when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received authority from my Father.  

 
Revelation 2:28 (ESV) — 28 And I will give him the morning star.  
 
The morning star is Jesus himself according to Revelation 22:16 

 
Revelation 22:16 (ESV) — 16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these 

things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 

He is also the hidden manna that we read about last week in 2:17. 
 

The ones who conquer by refusing to tolerate immorality will be given Christ…  
 
Application:   
 
Christ is the morning star that dispels all the darkness of night.   

 

Those who persevere through faith will rejoice under his light forever.    
 
He is the source of all joy and happiness.  The creator of joy and happiness.  
 
In his presence is fullness of Joy!!!  

 

What do we really want?  We want the things that Jezebel claims to offer…   

 
We want pleasure, joy, happiness.   
 
Jezebel holds them out to us, but they are like rat poison.  They taste good for a moment, but 

they destroy.   
 

Jesus on the other hand, is pure joy, goodness, and light.  
 
He will satisfy us with himself for all eternity.   
 
He will bring more joy than all the money, sex, vacations, power, prestige, and status one 

could accrue in ten thousand life times.   



 
Perseverance in faith,  it is worth it.   
 
In the end you will receive Jesus.   
 

 Lets pray…   

 
 
 


