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INTRODUCTION 
     The phone call came on a late Friday afternoon.  (Why always on a Friday afternoon?)  Friday 

afternoon calls from a supervisor are generally not good.  But I wasn’t prepared for this one.  

Five years earlier, Boeing had allowed me to move to Spokane and work remotely.  In God’s 

providence, the conditions at Boeing were ripe for such a move.  There was an initiative to 

reduce office expenses and get cars off the Seattle area freeways.  Because of technology, 

many were now working from home effectively.  And so, my move to Spokane – while not the 

norm – was approved. By all accounts it was working well.  But in the five years since the move, 

a number of important developments occurred.  The 787 Airplane program was a difficult 

project.  The new business model meant that, for the first time, design responsibilities were 

shared by non-Boeing engineers.  The 787 was designed by a global engineering team with 

designers located all over the world; so most of the communication and collaboration 

happened remotely.  And this design approach proved to have inherent problems. Problems 

that showed up during manufacturing.  Again, in God’s providence, the problems of 

communication and collaboration between designers led to the Friday afternoon phone call.  

Brandon, my supervisor, sounded panicked: “John, I was just in a management meeting and our 

engineering director has decided that all remote engineering staff have to report back to their 

home site in one week, no exceptions.”  What?  How could we move back to the Seattle area?  

Our kids were thriving in Spokane.  We had aging parents to care for in Spokane.  We had a 

church community that we loved in Spokane.   

     With a single phone call, life took a sharp left turn.  What do you do when life goes 

sideways?  Many of you know what that’s like.  What do you do when life goes sideways? 

Daniel chapter 2 reminds us that when life goes sideways, remember God is in control. 
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1. DANIEL’S LIFE GOES SIDEWAYS 

     Daniel's life has gone sideways a number of times.  Daniel and his friends grew up in 

Jerusalem.  Probably the sons of prominent Jewish families.  As young teenagers, Daniel and his 

friends are taken from their home in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon – never to return.  

Nebuchadnezzar educates them in the Babylonian ways so that they can help him rule.  Last 

week, we saw Daniel and his friends remain faithful to God in the midst of pressure to conform.  

And God gives them wisdom and favor in their new context.  And then come the King’s 

dreams… 

     Verse 1 of chapter 2 reads: “Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his spirit was troubled, and his 

sleep left him (v. 1b).” Literally, the Hebrew means, “King Nebuchadnezzar is freakin!”  (Not 

really!) He’s got to know what this dream means.  So, he summons his wise men.  These guys 

have their Master’s degrees in dream interpretation.  So, naturally, the wise men say to the 

king: “Tell your servants the dream, and we will show the interpretation (v. 4).”  That’s how 

it’s supposed to work.  The king tells them the dream; then they give the interpretation.  But 

the King doesn’t know who he can trust.  So, he comes up his with a test.  First, the wise men 

have to tell him his dream and then explain what it means; that way he’ll know the 

interpretation is true.  “Ruh-Roh.”  They didn’t cover this in dream interpretation school.  So, 

they protest: “There is not a man on earth who can meet the king's demand, for no great and 

powerful king has asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or Chaldean.”  

Nebuchadnezzar is used to getting what he wants.  So, in a full-on rage, he orders all the wise 

men of Babylon to be destroyed – including Daniel and his friends.  Just like that, life takes 

another sharp left turn for Daniel.  

     What do you do when life goes sideways?  I remember how I felt after getting the call from 

my supervisor.  It felt like life was spinning out of control.  All I could see was my chaotic 

circumstances.  In my confusion, I forgot that God was in control.  Maybe your life has gone 

sideways.  A cancer diagnosis. The death of a loved one.  A wayward child.  The revelation of a 

spouse’s porn addiction.  An end to a promising relationship.  Long-standing marital conflict.  

The loss of a job.  Our lives go sideways in many different ways.   What do you do when life 

goes sideways? 
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2. DANIEL SEEKS GOD’S MERCY 

We read what Daniel does.  Daniel seeks God’s mercy.  “Then Daniel went to his house and 

made the matter known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, and told them 

to seek mercy from the God of heaven… (v. 17-18a).” When life goes sideways, Daniel seeks 

God’s mercy; he prays. 

     You might be thinking, “of course he prays, that’s what prophets are supposed to do!”  But 

Daniel had other resources available to him.  Daniel’s wisdom, skill, learning, and understanding 

were off the charts.  And he uses these initially to get a little time.  But then we read he and his 

friends seek God’s mercy.  We don’t read about him using his many personal resources to plot 

and plan; to reach out to those in high positions; to manage this crisis through his own wisdom 

and skill.  No.  He seeks God’s mercy.  When my life went sideways, I’m sure I prayed.  Some of 

you prayed with me!  But what I really remember doing is trying to find my own solution to the 

problem.  I called former colleagues.  I called former managers.  I searched the Boeing job site.  

I went into feverish activity trying to find another position within Boeing that would allow me to 

work from Spokane.  Not that seeking God’s mercy and responsible action are mutually 

exclusive; they’re not.  But if I’m honest, my feverish activity revealed a greater trust in my own 

resources than God’s mercy.   

     One of the unique challenges of our context is that we have been programmed by our 

culture to believe that what is real is what we can see, touch, and measure.  Which is silly 

because most of the things we value aren’t like that.  Things like ideas, courage, causes, stories, 

passion, and personal connection.  But that’s the cultural air we breathe.  So, our functional 

view of God is that he is far away, and he doesn’t care.  Daniel grew up in an Israelite culture 

that fostered a belief that God is near, God cares, and God is in control.  Step one for most of us 

is simply believing that with not just our head but our heart.  So, I regularly pray, “Help me to 

see you.  Help me know that you are near, you care, you are in control.”  That way, when life 

goes sideways, I’m more apt to seek God’s mercy. 
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     So, Daniel and his friends seek God’s mercy and God responds.  (If you are skeptical or 

cynical when I say “God responds” – that’s what I’m talking about!) “Then the mystery was 

revealed to Daniel in a vision of the night. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven (v. 19).”   

God answers their prayer for mercy and gives Daniel understanding, which ultimately saves 

many lives.  In response, Daniel praises God: 

 He [God] changes times and seasons; he removes kings and sets up kings; 
he gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding; 
he reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what is in the darkness, 
and the light dwells with him. (v. 21-22) 

 

God is the one who reveals deep and hidden things, he knows what is in the darkness – he 

knows what is in your darkness.  He sets up and removes kings and kingdoms, presidents and 

supreme court justices.  He controls all things.  And because he controls all things, Daniel and 

his friends sought his mercy and he gave them the ability to understand and interpret the 

dream. 

      I don’t know what you’re facing this morning, but I do know that God is near, God cares, and 

God is in control – he has the resources to help you when life goes sideways.  He gives wisdom 

and understanding to those who ask.  He can change our circumstances or give us grace to 

endure.  God is in control of all things including the intimate details of our lives.  So pray, search 

the Scriptures.  Seek his mercy.    
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3. DANIEL’S CONTROLLING GOD 

     Having received the dream and its interpretation, Daniel goes before a hostile king and 

proclaims that God is in control. 

The king declared to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make 
known to me the dream that I have seen and its interpretation?” Daniel answered the 
king and said, “No wise men, enchanters, magicians, or astrologers can show to the 
king the mystery that the king has asked, but there is a God in heaven who reveals 
mysteries, and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter 
days… Your dream and the visions of your head as you lay in bed are these… (v. 26-28) 
  
…You saw, O king, and behold, a great image. This image, mighty and of exceeding 
brightness, stood before you, and its appearance was frightening. The head of this 
image was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its middle and thighs of bronze, its 
legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. As you looked, a stone was cut out 
by no human hand, and it struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them 
in pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all together 
were broken in pieces, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and 
the wind carried them away, so that not a trace of them could be found. But the stone 
that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth. (v. 31-35) 

 

     What does the dream mean?  [Show Statue Slide] Daniel explains to King Nebuchadnezzar 

that the statue represents four kingdoms.  According to Daniel’s interpretation, the head of 

gold is King Nebuchadnezzar – the Babylonian empire (625-539 B.C.).  Throughout church 

history, commentators have almost universally identified the chest and arms of silver as the 

Medo-Persian empire (539-331 B.C.); the middle and thighs of bronze as the Greek empire 

(331-63 B.C.); the legs of iron and feet of iron and clay as the Roman empire (63 B.C. – 476 

A.D.). So, that’s the statue. 

     Then comes the stone “cut out by no human hand.”  It strikes the statue’s feet.  When this 

happens, the statue is not just broken but pulverized and becomes like dust in the wind.  Which 

means that these kingdoms are reduced to nothing.  In the NT, we learn that this stone is Jesus 

Christ.  Then the stone became a great mountain that filled the whole earth representing God’s 

kingdom that will endure forever, stronger and more power than any man-made kingdom. 
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What can we learn about God’s control from this vision?   

God’s control brings comfort!  Think about Daniel’s life.  Daniel and his friends were taken 

captive and deported to a foreign land where they were forced to serve pagan kings, pagan 

gods, and learn pagan customs.  It’s not hard to imagine that there were days when Daniel 

doubted God’s control over his life.   

     But then God gives Daniel a vision.  And in this vision, we clearly see that God is the one that 

controls history.  Daniel says to Nebuchadnezzar, “You, O king, the king of kings, to whom the 

God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, and the might, and the glory, and into 

whose hand he has given, wherever they dwell, the children of man, the beasts of the field, 

and the birds of the heavens, making you rule over them all…” God gave King Nebuchadnezzar 

his position and power.  God raised up Babylon to bring judgment on his people.  And God 

controls all of human history – right down to the details of our lives.  So, the kingdom of men 

come and go as determined by the God of heaven – to serve his purpose. 

     Knowing that God was in control brought comfort to Daniel and his friends.  Even though life 

felt out of control, even though it felt like they had been forgotten, God was carefully and 

lovingly controlling all things in order to fulfill his purposes for their good and his glory.   

     This brings us comfort too.  Though our circumstances say one thing, God’s Word says 

another.  He is in control of nations, kingdoms, presidents, decisions, words, and actions.  He 

even uses bad things for his good and loving purposes.  To be clear, God is not the author of evil 

but he uses evil for his good.  When life goes sideways – even then – God is in control and that 

brings comfort. 
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     God’s control also brings boldness!  We see this in Daniel’s proclamation to King 

Nebuchadnezzar.  The King says, “’Are you able to make known to me the dream that I have 

seen and its interpretation?’ Daniel answered the king and said, ‘No wise men, enchanters, 

magicians, or astrologers can show to the king the mystery that the king has asked, but there 

is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar 

what will be in the latter days (v. 26-28).’”  Daniel is gutsy.  He’s willing to call out Babylonian 

wisdom in front the king of Babylon.  “Your resources are worthless.”  Daniel’s trust in God’s 

control of the outcome led him to be bold.  How about you? Where is God calling you to trust 

him with the outcome and be bold?  At work?  With a neighbor?  With disciplining your 

children?  With a difficult conversation?  If God is in control, which he is, we can do what is right 

and entrust the consequences to God. 

     So, God’s control brings comfort and boldness.  God’s control also brings hope.  Daniel 

confronts Nebuchadnezzar with the truth all of us must face sooner or later.  He says, “Another 

kingdom…shall arise after you (v. 39).”  Let these two words sink in: “After you.”  

Nebuchadnezzar will soon be dead, and another kingdom will take his place.  It’s the same with 

us.  After you, someone else will graduate from high school.  After you, someone else will own 

your business.  After you, someone else will live in your house.  After you, life will move on. 

     We tend to think and live in terms of our own kingdom. But for all of us, death is the ultimate 

left turn.  Just like national kingdoms come and go, our individual kingdoms will come and go.  

But God’s control of history brings hope in an eternal kingdom – a kingdom that will last! Daniel 

described it like this: 

And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall 
never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in 
pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever… (v. 44) 
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     So much of what we live for will be gone in a few short years.  And that’s one of the reasons 

the kingdom of God is such good news – because it lasts!  And this kingdom has begun… When 

Jesus first began to preach, his message was: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 

at hand; repent and believe in the gospel. (Mark 1:15)” When the Roman empire – the 

kingdom of iron – dominated the world, Jesus Christ brought the kingdom of God.  Jesus is the 

stone cut not by human hands.  He smashed the kingdoms of men not by a display of force but 

by his death on a Roman cross.  Jesus died once on the cross to pay the price for sin.  Then he 

rose to life never to die again!  God’s kingdom lasts forever because its King lives forever.  

Death was not the end for King Jesus.  To be part of God’s kingdom today means coming to 

Jesus.  It means recognizing that he is King.  It means admitting that we’ve lived our lives 

against God for our own kingdoms.  It means asking for forgiveness and turning to follow him.   

     And it means that we have hope.  While Jesus has inaugurated his kingdom by his death on 

the cross, he will come again to consummate his kingdom.  At that time, he will judge all 

opposing kingdoms and renew the earth.  And if Jesus is your King, you will be resurrected to 

live in his kingdom forever! That’s good news!  So, when life goes sideways, remember God has 

controlled history so that you can be forgiven and transferred from your own kingdom to the 

kingdom of his beloved Son.  Whatever is sideways will be put right in the resurrection.  As Paul 

says, “I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 

glory that is to be revealed to us.” (Rom. 8:18) 
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CONCLUSION 
     The phone call from my supervisor led to another phone call a number of months later.  Bill 

Farley called to ask if I had ever considered pastoral ministry.  To be honest, I had given up on 

that possibility.  To be honest, I don’t think I would have had the guts to quit Boeing and make 

the change on my own.  God knew.  God was in control.  And he worked the details to move me 

from Seattle to Spokane and from Boeing to GCF.  Looking back, I can see that now.  And I’m 

thankful.  But at the time, it felt like life had gone completely sideways.  Daniel 2 reminds us 

that when life goes sideways, God is still in control.  He’s in control of our past, our present, and 

our future. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


