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I’m going to make a safe assumption this morning. Your life verse is not found in our text this 
morning. 
 

A. Would any of us have Hebrews 6:8 as a possibility? 
B. Even though your life verse is not likely to be found in our passage, the verses we do 

read here in Hebrews 6 are vitally important for us to understand. 
C. Some of you are more familiar with this text than others…. 
D. My goal is to bring some much-needed clarity and to help us understand what is at 

stake. 
 
If you are just joining us for the first time, we are in a series in the book of Hebrews. 
 

A. Hebrews was written a long time ago to a group of people who were tempted to fall 
back into their past – namely, Judaism. 

B. Some were not sure they wanted to remain Christians etc… 
C. That’s why the author of Hebrews through the first 5 chapters has been saying 

“Jesus is better.” Better than Moses, Aaron etc… 
D. Jesus is the best and only Savior for your soul. 
E. That’s the message of the whole book of Hebrews. 

 
What I want to do this morning is to show you how our passage applies that main theme in two 
specific ways.  
 
Jesus is better: An exhortation to grow up (V1-3) and a warning not to give up. (V4-8) 
 
Grow up: (V1-3) 
 

A. This section fits neatly with last week’s sermon from 5:11-14. 
B. The Hebrews were stuck in spiritual pre-school when they should have been in high-

school. 
C. Because of their spiritual immaturity, they lacked discernment and lacked the 

necessary ability to know right from wrong, good from evil. 
D. What’s the solution? Grow up! 
E. We are leave the elementary doctrines of Christ and go on to maturity. (V1) 
F. This does not mean we abandon Christ, forsake the gospel, move on to “really hard 

things.” 
G. It means we build on the solid and firm foundation of Christ. 



H. Examples from our text: Grow in understanding of repentance, of worship, of 
eternal realities. 

I. Learning how to ride a bike…. 
 
This call to grow up spiritually is for every disciple of Jesus Christ. 
 

A. Not just for pastors/teachers/people with advanced theological degrees. 
B. First step: to acknowledge we need to grow. We are not as spiritually mature as we 

tend to think. 
C. We face some bit of suffering, complicated relationships, dead-end job and we fall 

short. Then what? Blame other? God? Play “if only…” 
D. We are to grow up! 
E. The good news is that if you united to Christ by faith in him, the Holy Spirit agrees 

with you that you do need to grow spiritually. 
F. The resurrection power of Christ is not neutral in your heart. He is actively pointing 

you to Christ, moving you towards Christ, to deeper maturity in Christ. 
G. Where are you resisting? Where are you saying “I don’t want to change? I want my 

plan for my life more than I want yours Lord?” 
 
Our spiritual growth does not happen overnight. 
 

A. Sometimes it’s not even perceptible to us or those around us. 
B. We must take the long view of spiritual growth. Am I moving in the right direction? 

Would those around me say that? 
C. Jesus is better…so grow up. 

 
Second, Jesus is better….so don’t give up. (V4-8) 
 

A. Here we find a warning to not give up. How do we make sense of it? 
B. We have, by all accounts, one of the tougher passages of Scripture to understand. 
C. Example of 4 NT scholars… 
D. Two obvious questions for us to wrestle with. Who is this passage talking about? 

What is the purpose of this warning? 
 
I believe this passage is talking about sincere, genuine believers in Christ. 
 

A. I’m sympathetic to the view that suggests the people addressed were “close” to 
Christ but never really true believers. And they eventually drifted and fell away. 

B. Obviously, this is a mixed group of people, like every local church is. This is what 1 
John 2:19 speaks to. 

C. In that text, John doesn’t say they were once believers but now they lost their 
salvation. No, he’s saying they went out from us and that’s how we knew they were 
never of us. 

D. Here in Hebrews it’s a different context. 



 
It seems clear based on the simple reading of V4-6 that the author of Hebrews is referring to 
genuine believers of Christ. 
 

A. This is profoundly Christian language. 
B. They have been  “enlightened.” This speaks of conversion. (Hebrews 10:32) 
C. They “share in the Holy Spirit.” This is not a false sharing or partial sharing when 

used here in Hebrews. The clearest indication in the NT that a person is a Christian is 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

D. The author says these Hebrews “tasted” three things: the heavenly gift (salvation), 
God’s good word (the gospel), and the heavenly gift. (the OT promises that have 
become a reality in Jesus Christ.) 

E. These are very normal, standard ways to speak of a genuine believer of Jesus Christ. 
There is no hint of some deficiency, such that these Hebrews were “half-Christians.” 

F. What does it mean to “taste?” Just nibble? Come close? (2 year old with a bean in 
his mouth?) 

G. No, Hebrews 2:18 is clear that Jesus “tasted” death for sinner like us. He did not 
nibble at death. He was plunged fully into death. He experienced death in all its 
fullness for our sake. 

H. These are genuine Christians the author of Hebrews is speaking to.  
I. Verses 7-8 just illustrate the point of fruitfulness and fruitlessness. 
J. You cannot have genuine faith in Christ and not have fruit and you cannot be 

faithless towards Christ and expect fruit. 
K. This is why we are to grow up spiritually, to mature, so that our lives might produce 

pleasing spiritual fruit. 
 
If this is the case, then to our second question: What is the purpose of this warning to these 
genuine believers? 
 
Keep in mind that the author of Hebrews is primarily speaking to Christians who are in danger 
of drifting and abandoning Christ. It makes sense to warn them. 
 

A. God uses both promises and warnings in the Bible to exhort his people to endure, to 
carry on, to keep going, to not give up. His warnings do not negate his precious 
promises. Both warnings and promises come from our God for our good – our 
protection – and faithful endurance to the end. 

B. So what we have here is a sincere, urgent exhortation to not give up on Christ. To 
keep following Jesus. To keep pursuing Christ. To resist the lure of the world which 
rejects Christ and repudiates his redeeming work on the cross. 

C. It’s to caution true believers lest we fall away and find ourselves incapable of 
repenting. 

D. Important: The author of Hebrews does not say these people have already fallen. He 
doesn’t predict this or says it’s probable. He warns the Hebrews of what will happen 



if they do apostatize from Jesus: it will be impossible to renew them again to 
repentance. 

E. He’s not saying this has happened. He’s saying “Don’t fall!” 
F. This warning is for God’s elect to enable us to persevere in faith, to consider the 

demise of apostates and in response to exercise deeper faith in Christ. 
G. These warnings are real. The purpose is to exhort us to not give up, remain loyal to 

Christ. Don’t give up your salvation for anything in the world. 
H. Illustration: If I wake up tomorrow… 

 
To make a conscious decision to renounce Jesus is like crucifying him again. (V6) 
 

A. You cannot walk away from Jesus and there not be eternal consequences. Jesus is 
the one person you don’t ever want to walk away from. May it never be! 

B. We should rightly shutter at this warning. It should fill us with greater resolve to 
keep going, to press on, to never, ever give up. 

C. Author of Hebrews is encouraged that they are paying attention to this warning. 
(V9) 

D. Warnings only work (are effective) for genuine believers in Christ. The unredeemed 
have no interest in heeding these warnings. 

 
The author of Hebrews is not saying: 
 

A. If you are a bit off in one area of minor doctrine, you may have committed apostasy. 
B. If you stumble into sin and even remain there for a while before repenting, you will 

be cut off.  
C. This is not a call to morbid introspection and a detailed examination of all the ways 

you have fallen short. (Jesus already knows that. He knows your playbook.) 
D. The author is Hebrews is not sitting around in his study trying to come up with the 

best way for sincere believers to doubt their salvation. No! 
E. Is it possible for a genuine believer to lose their salvation? No. 
F. John 6:39; John 10:27-28; Romans 8:1; Ephesians 1:13-14 etc.. 
G. If you find yourself prone to doubt/spiritual pessimism, I want you to do two things. 
H. Keep reading and come back next week. 
I. The rest of Hebrews 6 tells us of that our God keeps his promises, He cannot lie etc.. 
J. How will you respond today to Jesus? How will you exercise faith today? 
K. Jesus is better. Will you turn to him today? Humble yourself? Move forward in faith? 

 
 


