
 

 

Community  

Better Together series   

 

1. Explain series   

 

2. Prayer…   

 

3. Introduction  

a. Since my parents went to college in the 60s I grew up on a steady diet of the Beatles.  

b. Ringo Star was the drummer for the Beatles. 

c. During the making of the critically acclaimed White Album Ringo Star quit the band.   

d. Without a drummer it is hard to make a rock n roll album.  

e. The three other band members pleaded with Ringo to rejoin the band.  

 

f. When they asked him why he decided to quit here is what he said.  

i. “You three are so close, I feel so out of it.”  One by one they respond, “I thought it was 

you three!’  

g. One author wrote,  

i. “Even the members of the most well-loved band of all time felt unloved.  Even the 

innermost circle has an inner circle of its own...”  (A mess of help, 31)  

 

h. I think we all feel like Ringo at times.  

i. We long for deep relationships  

j. We long for community  

k. We want to be in the inner circle.  Do you ever feel this way?  

 

i. This is probably why Americans create so many clubs.  

ii. Clubs for people that like chess 

iii. Clubs for people that like Mazda Miata’s 

iv. Clubs for people that dress up like animals (Furry conventions)  

v. Star Trek conventions 

 

l. Why do all of us have such a strong longing or desire to experience real community and close 

relationships?  Because we are made in God’s image.  

 

m. We were made for community.  But how do we experience it?   

 

n. Only the gospel of Jesus Christ has the power to create real community.   

 

o. To help us understand this, I want to ask two questions-  

     

i. What is the gospel? 

ii. How does the gospel shape community?  

 

1. What is the gospel?   

a. The gospel is the person and work of Jesus Christ.  

 

i. Don’t tune out…  

 

b. 1 Corinthians 15:1–4 (ESV) — 1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached 



to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold 

fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of 

first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 

Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 

Scriptures, 

c. The gospel is the good news of the person and work of Christ that includes his life, death, and 

resurrection.   

d. The good news implies that there is bad news…  

e. The gospel is objective news that comes from outside of ourselves 

f. The gospel is not good advice it is good news.   

g. The gospel is not just for non-Christians it is for all Christians.  

h. It is not just the ABC’s of the Christian life it is the A – Z 

i. It is not just the door we walk through it is the entire house that we live in.   

 

j. Application  

i. We must all respond to the gospel…  

ii. When we do Jesus changes us…  

iii. He creates in us a hunger to be with God’s people.   

iv. Which brings us to the next question  

 

2. What type of community does the gospel create?   

 

a. Seven answers…  

 

b. First, the gospel creates a diverse community  

i. Ephesians 2:14–16 (ESV) — 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one 

and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of 

commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in 

place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body 

through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 

 

ii. Galatians 3:28 (ESV) — 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 

free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

 

iii. Application  

1. At the foot of the cross everyone is guilty, but everyone standing there can be 

forgiven.  No matter they are!  

 

2. The gospel destroys all racism, classism, and sexism…   

 

3. The church of Jesus Christ is composed of  

 

a. Rich, poor,  

b. black, white,  

c. young, old,  

d. north siders, south siders,  

e. republicans, democrats,  

f. cougars, huskies,  

g. people that love country music, people that hate country music,  

h. people that read Harry Potter and people who don’t read Harry Potter, 

i. people that court and people that date,  

j. people that homeschool and people that don’t homeschool.   



k. Ex military anti military…   

l. Seahawk fans and 49er fans…   

 

4. And they pray for each other, share burdens, and genuinely care for each other.  

 

5. Baptist church in Dubai (over 60 nations represented)  

 

6. Apologetic…  

 

a. Our culture loves to “celebrate diversity.”   

b. Yet, our secular culture has not real basis for celebrating diversity.  

c. If we all evolved from the swamp gas and it is survival of the fittest why 

should I celebrate diversity?  

d. Logically it makes more sense to crush the weak!!!  

e. Christianity provides a basis for true diversity.  

f. The gospel of Jesus Christ!   

 

7. The gospel creates a new community of diverse people.  

 

iv. The gospel creates a diverse community.  

 

c. Second, the gospel creates a loving community  

 

i. 1 John 4:10–11 (ESV) — 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved 

us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we 

also ought to love one another. 

 

1. The gospel creates love in our hearts towards others even our enemies.   

2. How?  When we see how much God has loved us, we are motivated to love 

others.  

3. We become like the object of our worship.   

4. This is why the NT is full of commands for the saints to love each other.   

5. I want to read some of those commands.   

 

ii. “Be at peace with each other (Mk 9:50), Love one another (Jn 13:34), Be Joined to one 

another (Ro 12:5), honor one another (Rom 12:10), Rejoice with one another (Rom 

12:15), Weep with one another (Rom 12:15), Live in harmony with one another (Ro 

12:16), Accept one another (Rom 15:17), Counsel one another (Rom 15:14), Greet one 

another (Rom 16:16), Agree with each other (1 Co 1:10), Wait for one another (1 Co 

11:33), Care for one another (1 Co 12:25), serve one another (Gal 5:13), carry one 

another’s burdens (Gal 6:2), Be kind to one another (Eph 4:32), Forgive one another (Eph 

4:32), Submit to one another (Eph 5:21), Bear with one another (Col 3:13), Teach, 

admonish each other (Col 3:16), Encourage one another (1 Th 5:11), Build up one 

another (1 Th 5:11), Spur one another on (Heb 10:24), Offer hospitality to one another (1 

Pe 4:9), Minister with your gifts to one another (1 Pe 4:10), Be humble toward one 

another (1 Pe 5:5), confess your sins to one another (Ja 5:16), Pray for one another (Ja 

5:16), Fellowship with one another (1 Jn 1:7).”    

 

1. The gospel (life, death, and resurrection of Jesus) motivates us to obey these 

commands.  

2. These are commands!  

3. How are we doing obeying these commands?  



4. In a church this size it is very difficult to obey these commands apart from 

involvement in a small group!  

5. Small groups make obeying these commands so much easier!!!  

  

iii. Illustration-  Think of all the inventions that make life easier.  

 

1. Online billpay…  

2. Overdrive….   

3. Kindle…   

4. Olive Tree…   

 

iv. Application  

1. Small groups make it allot easier to love others because you are placed in a 

context where you can actually get to know people.  If you don’t know people, 

really know people, it is hard to obey these commands.     

 

2. Objection!  Small groups are not in the Bible.  That is true. But are you currently 

relating to other Christians on a deep level, a level that enables you to obey all the 

one another commands?   If not, then why not try a small group? 

 

3. But Dave I’m not really a people person?  When you became a Christian that all 

changed (read all the commands). 

 

4. John Wesley -  “There is nothing more unchristian than a solitary Christian”  

 

v. The gospel creates a loving community…  

 

d. Third, the gospel creates a familial community  

 

i. Galatians 4:4–5 (ESV) — 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his 

Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so 

that we might receive adoption as sons. 

 

ii. Illustration-   

 

1. When we bought our first house in Spokane….  

2. Joe helping me dig window wells  

3. Joe helping me dry wall 

4. Joe helping me build my fence  

5. Etc…  

 

iii. Application- 

1. Do you think of the people in this church as members of your family?  

2. Do you think of the members of your small group as members of your family?  

3. You should because they are.  

 

iv. The gospel creates a familial community.  

 

e. Fourth, the gospel creates an affectionate community  

 

i. Philippians 1:3–7 (ESV) — 3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always 

in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your 



partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he 

who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It 

is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are 

all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 

confirmation of the gospel. 

 

ii. 1 Thessalonians 2:8 (ESV) — 8 So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready 

to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had 

become very dear to us. 

 

1. The gospel has a way of creating affection in us for other people who have also 

been cleansed and adopted by God.  We are in this together, I’m excited to see 

you growing in grace, we share the same savior, he is our brother, and we are 

going to be in heaven together…   

 

2. Illustration- seeing cougar fans on the east coast, seeing a cougar bumper sticker 

on a little compact car in Virginia.  

 

iii. The gospel creates an affectionate community!  

 

f. Fifth, the gospel creates a holy community 

 

i. Titus 2:11–15 (ESV) — 11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 

people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-

controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, 

the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself 

for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 

possession who are zealous for good works. 15 Declare these things; exhort and rebuke 

with all authority. Let no one disregard you. 

 

1. Grace makes us holy 

2. Notice the corporate element in this passage!!!  

3. We want to be holy because we realize that the person giving us the commands to 

be holy is the person who died for us.  

4. Here is the catch, it is really, really hard to be holy on our own!   

5. The writes of scripture, inspired by the HS, understood this.  

 

ii. Hebrews 10:24–25 (ESV) — 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 

and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

 

iii. Hebrews 3:12–13 (ESV) — 12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, 

unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one 

another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by 

the deceitfulness of sin. 

 

iv. Illustration  

1. I think some of us live like the “pillar saints”.      

a. One historian writes- “There were the ‘pillar saints,’ those who lived on 

the top of pillars.  One of the earliest and… most famous of them was 

Simeon Stylites, who died in 459 AD.  He dwelt on his pillar east of 

Antioch for thirty-six years, is said to have touched his feet with his 



forehead more than 1,244 times in succession, and to have dripped with 

vermin.”  (Latourette, 228).  

 

b. My second favorite was Theodore of Sykeon.  “…he led a life of extreme 

asceticism, much of the time in a narrow cage suspended from a rock, 

where he was exposed to the storms of winter, had himself loaded with 

irons, undertook prolonged fasts, and followed a severe regimen of psalm 

singing.” (Latourette, 198) 

 

c. These men thought that they could live holier lives on there on!  This was 

not how God designed us.  We need each other.  Don’t be like the pillar 

saints!     

 

v. Application  

1. We need to encourage each other, pray for each other, hold each other 

accountable, etc…   

2. Christianity is a team sport.  (imagine Russell Wilson trying to take on the 49ers 

all by himself???)   

3. It is not enough to just come on Sundays although coming on Sundays is crucial.   

4. You need to be involved with other Christians on an intimate level.  

5. Again, this is where small groups are really helpful.  

 

vi. The gospel creates a holy community.  

 

g. Sixth, the gospel creates a vulnerable community 

 

i. When we really understand the gospel, we can be vulnerable with others. 

ii. How?  Help me connect the dots!!!  

iii. If we know God loves, accepts, and forgives us we don’t need acceptance or approval 

from others.   

iv. In other words, we are no longer afraid of what other people think of us.    

1. Embarrassed to talk about our financial needs. 

2. Embarrassed to talk about our marriage difficulties.  

3. Embarrassed to talk about our parenting woes.  

4. Embarrassed that someone will know that we are brand new Christians.  

5. Embarrassed to admit that we are frozen with anxiety.  

 

v. In one sense there is no shame in discussing our sins because they are forgiven sins.  

 

vi. Some of you have been burned when you opened up in the past.  I understand and I know 

it hurts but the gospel helps us overcome our fear of opening up again.   

 

vii. The gospel creates a vulnerable community.  

 

h. Seventh, the gospel creates us a missional community  

 

i. Acts 2:42–47 (ESV) — 42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, 

and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who 

believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their 

possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And 

day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they 



received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with 

all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being 

saved. 

 

ii. When the gospel is central in a community (i.e. the church) people get saved!  

iii. People go out on mission because they are so eager to tell others the good news of their 

own gospel transformation.     

iv. The more we rehearse gospel truths in our community the more we are excited about 

others hearing gospel truths.   

v. It becomes very contagious.  

vi. Application  

1. Invite a friend to church.       

2. Yes, it may be a little uncomfortable, but the Bible says that others will know we 

are Christians by our love and our love is scene first and foremost at church.   

3. Summary 

a. I asked two questions…  

i. What is the gospel?  

ii. What type of community does the gospel create?  

 

4. Concluding application  

 

a. Let me conclude with some application thoughts…. 

 

b. God knows that we are much better together.   

 

c. Here is the way it works…  

i. When we understand the gospel, really understand the gospel, we want to please God.  

ii. Pleasing God means living a holy life.  

iii. We can live a holy life so much more effectively when we are in community.  

iv. God designed us to thrive in community.  

v. God knows that we are better together.   

 

d. The best way to experience this type of community is in a small group.   

 

e. I want you to hear from…  I have asked him to share how his small group has helped him.   

 

f. Ecclesiastes 4:9–10 (ESV) — 9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for 

their toil. 10 For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he 

falls and has not another to lift him up! 

 

 

  


